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He Author of theſe Writings is 4 per- 

ſon of great Learning , great "Judg- 

| went and Wiſdom , and of great Vir- 

tue and AM He hath written 

divers learned and compleat Works upon other 
Subjetts; but for theſe —_— here publiſhed, 
they were written, 4s were alſo many others of 
the like natare , ex tempore, and upon this 
Occaſion, © It hath been his cuſtom for many 
« years , every Lord's Day in the afternoon . -aaf 

« Evening-Sermon ( between that and $ 

« time ) #0 employ his thoughts upon ſeveral 
« Subjetts of Divine Contemplations ; and as 
< things came into his thoughts , ſo he put them 
« into writing ; which he did for theſe two 
« Reaſons: 1. That he might the more fix 
&« his Thoughts, and keep them from diverſion, 
« and Wandr ing. 2. Ties they might remain, 


; « and not be boft by forgetfulneſs or other inter- 


« entions, 

And as this was the occaſion and manner 
his writing them , ſo this doubtleſs was all that 
A 2 he 


The Preface. 

be intended in them, unleſs moreaver t6 com- 
wunicate them to his Children or ſome particu- 
lar Friends in private upon occaſion: but for 


publiſbing them, certainly be had mot the leaſt + 


thoughts f arly ſuch rhing ; much leſs hath 
_ them for that purpoſe ; wor ſo much as 
read wver ſome of them ſince he wrote them ; 
mor indeed ſo much as finiſhed ſome of them, 
Nay ſo far was be from any A Pub- 
liſhing them, that whew he was importuned 
but to give his conſent to the publication of 
them , Je could not be prevailed with to do it. 
And therefore that they are now publiſed, the 
Reader muſt know that they are publiſbed not 
only in their native and primegeneal ſimplicity, 
but without ſo much as the CAmuthor's privity 
fo UH. 

And thus much 1 thought my ſelf obliged, even 


in juſtice to the Author, to acquaint the Reader + 


with, and ingenuouſly to acknowledge , and 
take upon my ſelf the fault ; if any thing leſs 
perfett and compleat, or any wiſe liable to ex- 
ception, ſball appear in theſe Papers, ſeeing wy 
were neither written with any intention tobe 
publiſbed , nor reviſed by the Author , nor are 
publiſhed with his knowledge. 

But this again on the other fide obligeth me 
to render ſome Account of my doing herein. 
Fconfeſs I approve not the thing in general, that 


w, the publication of another's Writings with- 
ous 
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| yet be ſo car- 
 cumflantiated in a particular caſe , as that they 
may become not only laveful, but very commenda- 
ble to be done in that caſe 3 and ſuch aſpectal 
caſe 1 take this tobe, And though 1 think wy 
ſelf accountable to the © Author chiefly , if not 
to him alone , for what I have done in this caſe, 
yet ſome . account thereof 1 ſball give to the 
Reader ,. fo far at leaſt as comcerneth theſe Wri- 
vin! , or # neceſſary for him to be acquainted 
WITH, 

when 1 firſt. met with ſome of theſe Writings, 
and obtained the peruſal of them , 1 thought 
them well worth my pains to tranſcribe : which 
1 did partly for my own uſe ; and partly, ſeeing 
them written in looſe and ſtattered Papers, to 
preſerve them from that danger of periſbing , 
from which '1 conceived the Author's larger and 
more compleat works to be more ſafe and err 
And having colletted a pretty conſiderable flock 
"of them , 1 communicated ſome of them, as 1 
ſaw occaſton to ſome friends, ſome of them per- 
ſons of good judgment and learning , who very 
much commended the ſame: and ſearce any 
that ſaw them, but ſaid "twas great pity but © 
they, be printed, But beſides the Appro- 
bation of them by all to. whom 1 did communi- 
cate them , 1 perceived that they had a real 


A 3 effect 
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efFe(# to the groll and benefit of | who per- 
ſed them: Ox this nin Boer the oi 
fetFs which they produced by my communica- 
Fon if them to' a few friends in private, did 
farther confirm my own opinion of them , that 
they muſt certainly do much f publiſhed ; 
on made common ? o_ the ſame 
influences upon many , which 1 they had 
upon ſome L thoſe fow to whom ren nr com- 
municated in private: But for the Manuſcript 
Coptes which I had ; they were not ſufficient ts 
all thoſe fair opportunities of doing good with 
them , which 1 ſaw even among my own friends 
and acquaintance, Whereupon I (olicited the 
Author to publiſh thens , or at leaſt togive his 
conſent to the publication of them ,, bas could 
wot prevail with him for either , although 
know that no motive or argument is more preva- 
lent with him than that of Doing good, But 
when I perceived 'as I thought , that the chief 
reaſons why he wonld neither publiſh them him- 
ſelf, nor give his conſent to the publication of 
them, were ſuch as would be of no force againſt 
the publication of them without his privity 
or knowledge , I began to conſider of doing that. 

- But before Ireſolved upon it , 7 ſent two of 
the largeſt of them to a erſon , whoſe judgment 
J know the Author doth much eſteem , to have 
his opinion of them , not letting him know either 
who was the Author , or who ſent them to him p 
an 
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The * F reface. 'Y. "I 
ak recerved his and commend” 
of them , and that he j Rn like 10 


and uch 4s p 
ate nba a i wp ning rr TE 
der tr tr mir) and how t arFAIR be pub- 
liſhed without ei-her Wrong or Injury oz 
the one fide , or Offence 'on the other , to the 
Author, And.for the former 7 reckoned that 
his concern 4 it was either in reſpet of the 
Diſpoſal of -the Copy , wherein would be no 
great difficulty ; or more eſpeciallyin reſpe& of 
the Writings to be publiſhed , if either there 
ſhould occur any thing therein not fit to be made 
publick ; or if they were not ſo well poliſhed and 
perfeed as might be for his credit and reputa- 
tion, 

Fwy although this might ſeem to be provided 
ome ſort by Coneling his Name 
( Oo 7 truly 1 ſbould much rather have made 


known, but that I knew 1 muſt then ventar * 


doubly to incur his diſpleaſure) yet 1 looked 
n this but as a weak and inſufficient provis 
foe, in as much as it is not unuſual for Learned 


men even from the very flyle and genius of 


writings to diſcover the, writers , an experiment 
whereof I had feen in a perſon of learning and 
parts, to whons upon occaſion 1 once Gabe one 
of the writings Te chi Author , but purpoſel 
concealed who the =_ WAs , whew netwit 
ftanding he ſoon diſcovered fm the writing it 


A 4 ielf, 


The Preface. 


#F, me be knew that did think 
Yr args bat ſuch 4 forſes, who was the 


Author indeed. ters nr is, theſe wri- 

Dee ne nee 
lively r. 4-4-9 his, fs 

A res of nn 


Piety and Virtue , ny 
tonſbicuoms in bim; *rtialanh 
Audit ,. which 7 wſe to hol » 
 Pilture, wherein repreſenting the Good Steward 


Fa bis Account , it was impoſſible __ 

not to give 4 lively Repreſent ation of himſelf ; 
as every CharaBter of 4 truly wiſe and virtuous 
perſon muſt needs " ee with him who. is really 
ſuch ; and they are eminently ſuch , can 
hardly be > Om. and therefore it is not ins- 


poſſible that ſome, even from the conſideration of 
the work , Jo diſcover the workman , beſides 


nous other occaſions of diſcovery which may 


"agus 1 heh ] thought this too weak and inſufficient, 
ſo 1 could no "Tur think it altogether needleſs 


and nweriky both the excellent Author, and 
theſe his pious and exctilent Meditations, to 


be made - of to that end; and much 
rather have abſtained from them at 
all, than have relyed upon ſuch 4 k t, : e 


had thought that they had flood m—_ 
thereof. But as it was on = their re = 


and Excellence antl 14 ſefalef which moved me 
to 
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proved © Awhors who ſuy the ſame ; end the 
truth is, the Subjeit of them is ſuch 4545 nut 
like to efford matter of that nature ; theſe 
being Moral, and Prattical things , whereas 


they are for the moſt part matters of Speculation, 


' ) andof curious (1 had almeſt ſaid preſumptucas) 
—_— "0 ha 4 _- Speenla- 
are 


tion , which make the great ſtirs, and are the 
matter aud occaſions of greateſt comtroverſie gſpe- 
cially among them of the Reformed Religion. 

And though theſe Writings never under- 
went the laſt Hand or Pencil. of | the Tudicions 
Ant hor , and therefore , in reſpet# of that per- 
fetion which yo have go fot ot 
altogether ſo c at as otherwiſe they might 
have roakeg yet if we conſider them in them- 
ſelves, or with reſpet# to the writings which 
are daily publiſhed, even of learned men, aud 
publiſhed by the Authors themſelves, theſe will 
be found to be ſuch as may not only very well 
paſs im the Croud, but ſuch as are of no uulger 
or common ſtrain, The SubjeRts of them in- 
deed are common Themes , but yet Juch as are 


The Preface. 
weight and moment in the Life of Man, 
wit. ras Nurs 4s in Natwe theſe 
re, "are of grear uf and concern- 
ment, are moſt common. But the matter of his 
ka nonemn woge myers, Subjetts is not rom- 
mon :. For \as be is a Thinks cleſtly 
and deeply of things, not after 4 common rate, 
fo his writings , bis moſt ex termpore writings, 
have 4 certain Genus and Energy in then, 
mich above the common rate of writers, And 
though theſe were written ex Cc, 4nd in 
h a matner 4s hath been 'ſaia before ," yet 
the matter of them is for the mip ſuch, as 
he had before well digeſted , 4s 4 Scribe 
inſirutted to the K Nnkes? of Heaven , had 
treaſured up in bis Heart , and out of his good 
—_ his Heart , and the abandance Fs, 
_— oduceth theſe good things , Things which 
ed upon as of preateft concern , and moit 
ber his ſerious conſideration , and bed weiv- 
dingly werghed and conſidered, © And for the 
Stile, #t i ſuitable to the Matter , Significant, 
Pens and Manly ; his words ave Spirit 
,and carry mx * Bev and Demonſtration 
with yo , Moral and an. ye > Demon- 
ftration : Vox non ex ore, ſed ex 


emiſla, And if we take theſe writings any 
rogether , and weigh them duly and a 


without ain 700 of critical and pedan- 
rick cenſoriva 


ſneſs,ve may therein no leſs obſerve 
the 


the worth and excellence of their Author, eſpeci- 


fidering in what manyer they were writ- 
x ren”, than in his more elaborate Works: and be- 
| ing written and in this manner , they 


do more evidently demonſtrate the reality of bis 
Honeſt, Virtwous and Piows Principles, than had 


they been deſigned to be publiſhed, and been pub- 
liſbed by himſelf ; which perhaps may render 
| them not leſs acceptable to ſonie Readers not of 


the lower rank. ; 

So that conſidering the Writings themſebves, 1 

could not think hat res WAs : wreck there- 

in, whether of matter or form, which could ren- 

der the publication of them injurious or prejudi- 

| cial to the Author in the leaſt in any of the re- 

ſpetis afore mentioned, Tet notwithſtanding , 

for the greater ſecurity , 1 thought it might be 

fit, and but juſt togive this (rac and inyenunous 

account both of the occaſion and manner of his 

writing , and of the publication of them without 

his privity or knowledge. And this Tconcerved 

might be a juſt and ſufficient means to ſecure 

the Author againit all exceptions, as that which 

would wholly acquit him in the judgement of all 

reaſonable men , and transfer the blame, if any 

ſhould be , to my ſelf, w ich yet wiz no more 

than what 1 muſt have reſolved to have under- 

gone had they been my own Writings which 7 had 
publiſhed. 

It 


It remained therefore 


and Sincerity of my Intentions in it : and 2, 
Cander and Goodneſs of the Author, His Can- 
dor I knew to be ſuch, that 1 doubted not of « 
fair and favourable conſtruttion of my Deſign 
and Intentions, CAnd 1 knew his Goodneſs , 
bytes and Readineſs to do Good, to be ſuch, 
that he could not but approve my Deſign , that 
is , todo Good; the doing whereof I knew to be 
a thing of greater weight with him than «ll his 
reaſons againſt the Publication: And that much 
good may be done by the publication of theſe 
writings, 1 could aſſure him upon my own expe- 
rience of the effe@s 1 bad ſeen already produced 
by them in Mazuſcript. All which , when be 
{bould conſider , 1 was [ap yore » though per- 
haps he might at firſt be 4. little ſurpriſed with 
the unexpetted publication of them, yet he could 
wot be much | A at it, And thenif 1 


could publiſh them without either wa or Of- 


fence to him, [ reckoned it all one in effet# as if 
1had had bis conſent before toit, Ana her 

] reſolved at laft upox it ; and upon theſe con- 
ſiderations have made thus bold with this excel- 
lent perſon and my very good friend for the 
Good of others , which 1 ſhould net have done 


for 


te encourage me. 1; The Hone of m7 Defew, 


The" Preface 
for any private advantage to my ſelf what- 
ſrever. 


1 doubt wit but the Reader will be very de- 
fo know who the Author of theſe Ex- 
cellent Meditations is ; -and truly I was noleſs 
pc pero that he ſbould know it ; and that for 
roger t. As it bath. 
pb ho one Meg. uſual and conflant 
Means and Methods, which þ art God hath, 
in all Ages and Nations, uſed for the promotion 
of the Good of Mankind , toraiſe up eminent 
Examples of Virtwe ; ſo he hath been pleaſed to 
make this Author one of them in this Age and 
Nation : and becauſe the Efficacy of the Exam- 
ples of Virtwous Attions doth no leſs depend upon 
| po Principles from whence they proceed, than 
doth the intrinſic Virtwe and Goodneſs of the 
Attions themſelves, the Publication of theſe 
writings , which ſo plaint manifeſt his Princt- 
ples, could not but be of great uſe to render 
his Excellent Example the more effetFual , and 
. ſo become ſubſervient to the Gractous Deſigns of 
the Divine Providence, 2. In like manner 
on the other ſide , the known worth aud Virtwe , 
and Learning ,' and Prudence of the Author , 
would certarnly have made theſe his Writings, , 
how excellent —_ of themſelves, yet more 
prevalent wit 3- And becauſe he is 
well known to be 4 poof ſon of extraordinary and 
admirable ſagacity, dexterity, and impartiality 


in 
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in the ſearch and the diſcov the truth 
__ in queſtion , and bath ys that Z 
not ſo generally known ) with much care and d:- 
ligence , conſidered and examined the __ 
and Evidences , both ets + and Moral , of 
Religion ; theſe Writings , which ſo plainly m- 
wife # HG " po fe _—_— , bis Senſe 
and Fudgment of the Chriftian ___ , might 
be of geod wſe to eaſe many of the doubts and ſerm- 
ples of ſome perſons , and to check the vain and 
inconſiderate preſumption of others , about Reli- 
ion, And his Fudgment in the caſe is the more 
conſiderable , as in reſpett of his great ability , 
and the care and ailigence which he hath 
ht in the examination of it ; ſo in reſpett of 
is freedoms from all thoſe things, whether of Na- 
tural Conflitution , or of Profeſſiow, or worldly 
Intereſt , which may be by ſome ſuſpetted topre- 
judice or byaſs the Judgments of others, And 
therefore I doubt not but ſome , who have apreat 
s 4p for his perſon , and may perhaps not have 
the ſame, thoughts of Religion which he hath , 
whe they ſbould ſee his Jadement in the caſe , 
might by the Authority thereof be moved to a 
' further and better clots of it, *Tis true, 
the Life of Religion ts very viſible in his Life and 
Attions , which are all the genuine produtt of a 
ſoand and well-grounded per ſwaſion of the Truth 
of that Faith, which evercometh the world, and 
hath indeed ſet him much above it , yet"be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe common Prudence may move 4. ſober and 
ate man ts an external conformity to ſo ' 
re ' 4 Religion, and to the prattice of thoſe 
excellent Virtues which it re i theſe Wri- 
tings may poſſibly groe more ſatisfaBton to ſome 
— his Cement inthe caſe , mts bis 
Life and Attions, And in that. reſpet# they 
may poſſibly come forth with ſome adv ame 
tage , being written and publiſhed in this mane 
ner ; friloreine may read his moſt intimate 
and retired Thoughts. | 

And for theſe Reaſons 1 much deſired to have 
prefixed his Name , or at leaſt to have let the 
Reader know who he is ; but 1 know that that 
would certainly have been diſpleaſing to hins ; and 
t herefore having made ſo bold with him in the 
Publication of theſe his Writings, 1 would not 
preſume further diſcover who he is, though 
for ſo juſt and honeſt ends ; but have purpoſely 
left out ſome paſſages which would too plainly 
have made him known, 

Being far diſtant from the Preſs, there may 
poſſibly be ſome few Typographical Errata , 
more than otherwiſe there ſhould have been ; but 
1 hope that care hath been taken , that they aft 
not many, nor very conſiderable ; but that the 
ſenſe will enable the Reader to amend them, 
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Ut Nox longa quibus mentitur amica, Dieſque 
ga videtur opus debentibus , ut piger Annus 
» quos dura premit cuſtodia matrum : 
Sic mihi tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora, que _ 6. 
= umque morantur i gnaviter id q 
ibus prodeſt , —— 
pueris , ſenibulque 
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| DEUT. xixzar 29. 


© 0 that they were wiſe , that they under- 
ſtood this , that they would conſider their 


latter end ! 


: — So 3% 
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a [3 a9 har the principal; intention 

' WES of this With of Hoſes was; 
14 That the: 'People of Iſrael 

had . a due! conſideration; of 
4.1 their-finat rejettion ; the ten 

Tribes fot their1do atry,and the two Tribes 
for their -Ctutifying of 'the Hofias ;* and 
& AOL 


2 Of the Conſideration 


z 
wonld have made them w 


by God. 
Bur' certainly the words contain an evi- 
denttruth, with relation to every particul 
periony and to that larter end that is co 
mon to all mankind, namely, their latter 
end by death , and ſeparation of the Soul and 
Body y the due conſideration whereof is a 
great part of Wiſdom, and a great means 
to attain and improve itz very many 
of the fins and follies of mankind, as they 
do in a great- meaſure proceed from the 
want of an attentive and ſerious conſfide- 
rativn of it, ſo would be in a great meaſure 
cured by it. 

It is the moſt certain, known , experienced. 
truth in the World, that all men muſt dye ; 
that- the time of that death is uncertain 
that yet.. molt certainly it will come, 
and-that within the compals of no long 
tame : Though the time of our Life wighr 
be protracted to. its longeſt period , yer it 
is ten thouſand to ane that it will not exceed 
fourſcore years z where one; man. attains 
to that age, tea thouſand dye before it _ 
s oth enls 
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af our Latter Pig 
this Lefture is read unto' us. bythe 
the Lites ned nadir 
to the Lives of many in. our own i 
and obſervation, by the many. waraings 
and monitions of Mortality:that every man 
finds 'in himſelf cither by the occurrences 
of: diſeaſes-and weakneffes , and efpecielly 
the decliaations that are apparent in us 
if 'we attain to conſiderable age ; and 
the- weekly Bills of Mortality 4n the great 
City , where weekly there are taken away 
ordinarily three hundred. :perſons ; The 
Monuments and Graves ia every Churcti 
and Church-yard do net anly eviace ;the 
truth of it, whereof no man of ynder- 
ftanding doubts , but do: inceflantly._ineul- 
cate the remembrance of it. * FTTH 
And yer it- is ſtrange to fee that this 
great truth , whereof in. the theory as 
man doubts, is little conſidered or thought 
upon by the moſt of mankind : But nat- 
withſtanding all theſe monitions and re- 
membrances. of Mortality ; the living lay 
it not to heart , and look upon it as. 2 bu» 
ſineſs that little concerns them, as if they 
were not concerned in this common ocon- 
dition of mankind, and as it the condition 
of Mortaliry only concerned them that 
aQually dyo, or are under the immediate 
Harbingers of it , ſome deſperate or acute 
. B 2 . diſeaſes; 


4 


q Of the Confideration 


eaſes, 'but coticerned-not them'thit-ace 


arpreſent in health , or not under the 
of mortal hekneſs, The Reaſons of thit 7n- 
conſiderateneſs ſeem principally theſe: 
' 1, That' ment are not willing to enter- 
tain this uawelcom thoug their own 
latter re whereof is ſo un-+ 
welcom and troublc a Gueſt, thar- it 
ſeems to'blaſt and diſparage: all thoſe pre- 
ſent enjoymentrs of e, that this Life 
«ffords : Whereby ir comes to paſs that, as 
RY yr ater wot when ans 16 
near; i0 ret S242 a 10AsS 
of me qxepE# as cata vn "the thing 
it ſelf, 
.-2. A vain fooliſh conceit that the con- 
ſideration of the latter End is « kind of 
age and invitationof it, and upon this 
account I have known many ſuperſtitiouſly 
and fooliſhly ro forbear the making of their 
Wills, becauſe it ſeemed to them ominous, 
and a preſage of Death , whereas this con- 
fideration , though it fits and prepares a 
man for Death, it doth no way haſten or 
prelage it. TR. 
3. A great difficulty that ordinarily at- 
tends our humane condition, to think other- 
wile concerning our condition than what 
at preſent we feel and find. We are now 
Mm health, and we can hardly bring our 


elves 
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of oe Latter\Eni 5 
felves to think that a time-muft and walk 
eothie ; wherein/we ſhall/be fick:. We are 
now 1a life, and thereforo we carr hare 
taft our thoughtsintofuch z mould to 
we ſhall die 'and hence: ip!is true, rare 
common Proverb is, /T hat:ahexe 165 yo-204) © 


SY / but 'be thinks be ſhalllivk 4 50at 
t-3S 


"Net 91 >17em 
true/; this is'the ay: of :mankind 


co ipur far from ws rhe'evil. day:;! andizhe; 
chought of it z "'bur this our-avay! is: wA 


folly, and one of the 'greateſt occaſions of 


thoſe other follies ths commonly. attend: 
our lives, and therefore the'greatmeans ts: 
eure this folly andto make us wiſe; iswilely: 
ro-conſider our latrer End::| This: Wiſdons 
appears in thole excelent | fects it -produsr 
ceth, which are generally thele yo:  1...t; 
reacherh us to /ive. wel. 2: It teacherh: a 
to tlie eaſily. *\ * 

1 For the former of ' theſe, the cnhGdeneil 
riots of -our latter End doth in nofort make; 
our'lives the ſhorter , butit js @great means! 
ro-make our lives the better. > :> (1 

z.- It is a great monition and- warringi 
of ' as" 7o avoid Sin, and a great means toy 
prevent it. '>'When 'I ſhall -conſider that, 
gertainly I muſt die, and L know not how' 
foon ,; why ſhould/I commit hoſe things, 
arif they Rn A Late 7 aq 

B 3 t 


may be the laſt at of m 


ever let me-not -conc 
'y = this Scene of my Life. 

2. It is a 'great motive and means to 
pur us upon :the beſt and moſt table 
nwproVement. gf our time.” There be certain 
__ and Natural ations of: our lives that 


ye Pe and how- 
of my © ill; for, for 


Almighty hath indulged and allowed. 


to- —_— and indeed commanded 'us with'mo- 


deration ro 'uſe : As the competent ſup- 


plies of our own Natures with moderation 
fo ſobriety z the proviſion for our Fami- 

lies, Relations, and Dependances, without 
coverouſneſs: or daxiety ; the diligent , and 
fairhful wa in our Callings , and;dif- 
charge thereof :.'But there art alſo other 


bofineſſes of greater importance, which 
oy 


xt arc attainable without in 
ves in thoſe. common 'Boncerns 


- Lives: namely, our Knowledge of God, 
om eur ne mr err? 


- Redemprion by C 


iſt ,-our Repentatto of 
Sins 


he | know 5. ay bs my concluding 
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z Praying 

upon ({Rejoycing in: arr 
luato Him. _ Thele; 
ſuch like as the arc che great Buſineſs and - 
End of our.Lives, for which weenjoy them - 
in this Workdty and theic fit and 
us for that: which is co come: And - 
ſideratiod chat our: Lives. are ſhort and un» 
certain, :aad that Death will faoner or 
later come; puts/ us upom this reſalutioan 
and - practice 'to- do this our great work 
while it is called todays that we loiter nor 
our day, and neglect our task _ 

wah —— wohave _ _———_—_ 
teſt che \night overtake us w Wwe. Cail-+ 
not work,” to gain Oyl 1n-our a 
fore the door be ſhut :' And'if men would 
wilely ' conſider their latter: Ends',: they 
might do this great bufine(s, his Our thing 


RI INER ea(e/ and quictneſs; 
and wi any neglecdt of | whee Aa, 


ſary to be done 1a order to the common ne+ 
es of 'our Lives and Calli It isnot 
theſe that diſable us and rob us of our time : 
—— —— v nr mor 
our One thing are Is * 
gunck;amiabes Pleaſures, igumoderate and * 
B4 exceſſive 


with infinite. advantage ipenr| in; | 
raamnent, ' and perfecting, and finiſhing 
che great work and bufinefs'of our lives; 
and then when Sickneſs come; / 4nd Dearth 
come ;' and God Almighty icalls upon us 
to give up the- Account of our Steward- 
ſbip;, we are all iniceafuſion , our bulinels 
is not. half 'done;,, (it may be not begun, 
and/ yet our Lamp is-out, our day is/(pear, 
night hath overtaken us, 'and _ wedo 


is with :much' trouble, lexity , and 
vexation ; and: poſlibly our ul: rakes 1 irs 
t before we canfinith it; alt this 


would have been probanieg, @ remedied; 
by a-due conlidefation of our latter End 
and: thab: wonld have pur us upon —_— 
uſe of the-preſent tame, and preſent 
nity, todo our gteat work white it.as alled 
wday, becauſe the might cometh when go 
mamncan work. | 03 116) 
- +36) Maſt cortaidly the wile corfblemaiden 
« ofour tatter End, and the eraploying of otir 
. ſelves, uponthar: Accounts upoti/that One 
. thingineceſlary., 1renders | the.:life — 
. enemy 4nd. confetable bfe.ia zhe : 
For 
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of our" \ELaatter | jul. 
Forasaman, that is's' man afore-hand in 
ther World, hath a much more quier life 
hindthand , fo ſuch «man, that! 'takes/his 
ity ro gain 'a Rock! of Grace and 
vour with, God /, that ' hath "made: his 
with his Maker through Chriſt Jeſus, 
done a great paatof the: chief buſineſs 


fioos., for all condirions, w the - 
Divine Providence: ſhall him:;-whe- + 
ther of life ordeath, or orſickneſs , - 


9 


» alk occa+ . 


or poverty or riches he is as it were afore+ - 
hand' in the -buſine(s and condcern-'of bis + 


everlafting , and df his t ſtare alſo. 
It: Gold lend him longer lfe inthis World ; 
he:icarries on his greatcbulidets: ro greater 
: of perfe@ion, with cafe, and with- 
our difficulty ,” rrouble, or: perturbation : 
Bur#f 'Almighty God cur hiorſhorter, and 
calls hum co give an account of his Steward-, 
ſhip; he is ready, and'his accounts'are fair, 
and his buſineſs 15 not now to be gone about; 
ed is that Sernant whom his Maffet when 

he comes ſhall find' ſo doing. 17% 

' {4.+As thus © this Conlideration: makes 
the Life better , {o-itovates Diath caſfie, : 

"(I Dy frequent conſideration' of i death 
anddiflolution ;, he is taught not torfear it, 
he is, 85 it ware, acquainted, with i ar 
wel * : 

—_ - 


hand, by: often preperatida for «tz »: The 
fear of cath is moe rereible than death it 
ſelf, and by canſideration thereof, 
2 man hath learned..not'-to fear ir. Evert 
Children by. accuſtomed to; whan 
wo at frlt/ to, thea?, anc 


5: By froqu frequent confderation of our has: 
rer death becomes to. be no. ſurptize 
unto us. The greatterrour of death: is when 
it ſurpriſeth a man uhawares, but antici- 
pation and preparation for it __ >> 
any pofſibrlity. of. idrprize 
is prepared to —— 
was uled, before his ES apr wn put 
his Fitger in the Candle , hes 1o- the 
flames might be nonoveley unto him; \NOT 
_— hm by reaſon of unzcquainted- 
with it, and he thac often conſiders 
his latrer End, (tems to experiment dearti 
afore it - comes, whereby he is neithey 
ſurpriſed nor aflregites with it, whem it 
comes. 

3. The arenelt tingendeerror of death 
are the paſt and unrepented Sins of thepaſt 
life , che refle&ion upon theſe is thatwhich 
is the ſtrength, the elixir, the venoc-of 
- death itſelf. - He therefore that wiſely con- 


» fiders his latter end; takes care to make 


. his peace with God-'in his life ——— 
y 
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toi - 
his Lawyy a hives ; 
ſcience clean and cleay:., And. bring - 


o ifelf monal, Iſs. 38. 34 


eek thee, O; Loa, dew 1 have walled 


before thee with # perfatt beert, cc, it makers 
2s well the tho as. the approach ,of 
death , no terrible bafiae(s, ; |: 


4- But that which ; above all, makes 
death eaſie to ſuch a conſidering man 
this: That -by'|the help of; xhis: :/Conſide. 
ration , and. the duc improyemeart of jr , 
as 1s before, ſhewn, ' death. 'to ſuch 2 mag. + 
becomes nothing elſe but the Gate unto, a. - 
beuer lifes not” ſo much a. Gillolution of + 
his preſeat life, he _— of it fora far - 
move glorious s ha , ad iynmortal life ;. - 
Soxhar though the Body dyes, the Man dyes 
nots far the Soul; which is iadecd the Man, 
makes but s tranſition from her lifin.che 


= to &life in Heaven : a9 moment 
inter- 


of 
th is taken' away, and'2/ That 'ehis 
very death itſelf is rendred-to us a Gate 
he to life eternal; and upon this 
accountir can neither hurt;- nor may July 
a#fright us: © It is reported of the Adder 
that when the is old, the glides 'through 
forme ſtrait paſſage and leaves her old 
m the paſſage”; and 'thereby "renews her 
vigour and her life. 'It is true, this paſſage 
through death is ſomewhir ſtrair', and un-' 
eaſie to the ; which, ike the decayed! 
Skin of the Adder, is teft by the way, and 
got -without fome pain” and difficulty to- 
it: But the Soul paſſetlvthrough wit 
any harm, and without any expence of 
time , and'in the next moment acquires 
her eſtate-of Immortality and Ha ? 
And this is the Vietory 6ver Death, thar' 
all thoſe have; that by true Repentazice! 
and Faith arc partakers of Chrift and ''the\ 
benefirg 
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men, yet, 
\F. Death 56. wot, to. be ei. or thred, 
though it be an obje& not tobe feared , it 

ng not to wr alaf , for Serial 
life 1 ol the greate(t,ytem col Woot ng in this 
world. It was the Fallon, north not the virtue, of 
thacexcellens Prophet £/{4h, that delired to 
oye becauſe 2 by thought ſelf only left 

true Worſhippers of : God. 1 Kings 
19.4. Weare all placed in this World by 

mighty Ged ; and a talent of life is de- 
livered tous , and we are commanded to 
unprove it; 2 tak is (et every one of us 
ig_this life by the Great Maſter of the Fa-- 
mily of Heaven and Earth, and we are 
required with patience, and obedience, and 
faithfulneſs to perform our task, and not 
to be weary of our, work, nor wiſh our 
day at an end before its time. When our 
Lord-calls us, it is our duty with roy: 

an 


rhis life our Lord has delivered ys ſeveral 
Tacks of great importance todo, as namely, 
t, To improve our Graces and Virtues; 
our Knowledge and Faith; and thoſe works 
of Piety and Goodneſs that he requires ? 
the betrer and cloſer we follow that bufi- 
neſs here, the greater will be our Reward 
and improvement of glory hereafter ; And 
therefore as we muſt , with all readineſs, 
give over our' work when our Maſtercalls 
us; ſo we muſt, with all difigence and per- 
ſeverance, continue our employment out 
till he calls us, and with zl! thankfulnefs 
unto God entertain and rejoyce in thar 
portion of life he lends us z becauſe we have 
thereby an opportunity of doing our Ms 
ſter the more ſervice, and of 1 i 

the degrees of our ownGlovy and Happineſs. 
2. And beſides the former , he hath alfo ſer 
us another task, namely, to ſerve ourGe- 
- neration, to give an exarople of Virtueand 
- Goodneſs, to encourage others in the ways 
. of Virtue and Goodneſs, to provide for our 
Families and Relations ; to do all 
Offices of Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Li 0 
Charity to others; checrfully and indu- 
ftrioufly 
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requires 
us, and for the ſake of which he alſo be- 
ſtows-amany Taklents.upon us to berhus im- 
proved: in this life, and for which we muſt 
alſo/at:the end of our day give our Lord 
20 4ccouat ; and therefore for the ſake of 
this alſo we are to be thankful for our kfe , 
and not be defirous to leave ur poſt, our 
ſtation, our buſineſs, our life, till our Lord 
call us to himſelf in the ordinary way of 
His Providence, tor He: 15 the anly Lord 
af: aur lives, and we are not the Lords of 
aur ow lives. 

2. A ſecond Caution 1s this: That as 
the buſineſs, and employments , and con- 
cerns of our life muſt nor eſtrange us from 
the thoughts of death, ſo again we muſt 
be careful that the overmuch thought of 
death do not ſo much poſleſs our thoughts 
as to make us forget the concerns 4 our 
life , nor negle& the buſineſſes which that 

rtion of rime1s allowed us for: As., the 
bulinels of fitting our Souls for Heaven , the 

bulineſles 


16 of the cr 6 
buſmeſſes of our 
ſtarionss Nay the pg: 
ſober eajo war" 
comforts of our life that God news oa 
it be done with great ſobriety, 
asin the preſence of God, and wickatacts 
thankfulneſs to Him for this is part of 
that very 'duty we owe to God for-thoſe 


very external comforts and bleſſingswve en-- 


ys Dew. 28. 47. A wile and due con- 
- tion of our latter ends is neither to 
. render us a ſad, melancholy, diſconſolate 
, people, nor to render us unfit for the bu- 
+ linefſes and offices of our life, but torender 
« us more watchful, vigilant, induſtrious, 
« ſoberl — and thankful to that God , 
+ that ha been pleaſed thus to make our 


« lives ſerviceable to Him, comfortable to us; 

- profitable to others, and after all this to , 
+ take away the bitterneſs and ſting of death 
» through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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wget char: Mad 
; IO Beaſts :is his Regſemg 
; \'t reat./.prehemihence 
Fe One dnt 
is Wifalaws Ht all. anea have ordinarily 
the the privilege Reaſon —__—_ > ———_ 
the habe of W he greafeſt 
ta this rr ns onlnary gi 
a may + charhe 'is a” _ man , 'and 
_ 


C : - 


nels to be (o retend to ſeek 
after beſo, and do ei that pretend 


or miſt a 
thoſe x OY are py th, mf 0 eFenders 4 
wiſgow , 2nd thei ſahuncy in pas i io 
ſome little narrow concern Ng He 

not #1 1t54rue 

nature of 4 kw, 

one eſteems* it | 


Exyie ar Ts qrother 


like , abtye all j Darks 
and the world perchance mari be much 
betrer. than iris, *" theſe kipd of wi 
were more in faſhidn:than:they = But 
yet ubeſc. are þut. p4r7il wiſdom , t we 
doiw:that is tao worth the: fecki 


Gadling is thas which —_—_— — 


» 39 ;0 91121517 2008 
| "This excellent aan fb. | akver a diligent 
fearch (inthe ſpeccb of this Chapter) os 
Wiſdom, what it is, where ts: be ny 

or 
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hi-fi of =Y we 
goth at {ength: make theſe os 
vis, Thar: the rrue-+ cd 473 ov ry 
and that therefote beſt: knew wheoirwaes 
Ns; and me act 7 __ 
be y none: other bur' Almighty 
verſ! 42, 04d whderfPandeth rhe a ther 
ud knewerh the place thereof © And 2. 
he aloge beſt knew it , (o he beſt knew how 
to preſeribe unto mankind the means and 
thethod to attain ©." T7 tranhe ſaid, to fegr 
# wiſdom 5 that is, it is'the propet 
and- adequate: wiſdom futable'to humane 
tatthre , ani t6 the condirion bf -mankind : 
and. ww Ac fieed *nor dbubr but iis (0, bes 
, that' beſt knew! what was the 
bengecs wiſdom , 'pfeſeribed-it to man ; 
beſt of . viſible dfe crcurures whom we have 
juſt reaſon to believe he would, mot ad | 
with 4 falſe 67" deficient rake of .0wifdorn 
ſince 25 Won rl the beaut m_ glory 
nah, f wiſdortt' in man forth the 
61 1 ExceNency, and Gootltels of God: 
Add'wonforent to this Devid' wiſe Ki 
it Solomon 'the'wileft of men, aGem why 
fans eturh 7 fd! 111, 10, The fear of the 
Lov «l the begining of 'wiſadons ; is good under- 
have they thut do bu commandments, 
ng, 1, The {rar of the Lori is the begin- 
Knowledge ; but fools deſpiſe wiſdons and; 
| an#5.10, 7 ear of the Lord 
w 
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20 - Of Wiſdeni\aul 
« the beginzing of wiſdews ; ag or 
gee, And when 
Nike mag had run all 
Experi to attain that w 
be that good for the ctildren. of men, io 
the end of his tedious chace and purſuit, be 
_—_ all with this very ſame conclu- 
(. 24.13. Let ws hear the engl 
Fm > pars matter , Fear God and keey 
Conmundments ; for this is the whole duty 
—= and he 


gives a ſhort, ——— 

ſonof it, For God fhall bring oviry and 
fmto j »t , with every ſecret 
ther it good , or whether it be evi 
hence it 15 that this wo man. who had 


that had the — 
and power to make 
therein 5 this wile , and inquil 
expeficnced man, tn all his ears ſtiles 
the man fearing God andobeying him » the 
only wiſe man 5 and the perſon that 1 
les this duty ; the only fool and 
Mag. 

"Nas yet it. 4s  ——_ to ice how little 
this 
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the-Fran of Go. ur 
this is thought of ot believed in theworld : Nay, 
the” moſt part he is'thought the wiſeſt 


man who hath the leaſt of his pri 


ing in him, chat ſhakes 
off 'the 'fear of 'God,- or the ſenſe of his: 
preſence , or the dbedience tohiis will ;7 and- 
the diſcipline of -Conſcience;' and by craft, 
or ſubrilty , or power, or oppreſſion, or by 
whatſoever method may be moſt condu- 
cible, purines his ends of profit, or power, 
or pleaſure, 'or- what elle his' own vain 
thoughts and the miſtaken eſtimate of the 
ity of men'-render deſirable in this 
World: And on the other ſide, he that 
governs himſelf, his life, his thoughts, 
words, actions, ends, and purpoſes, with 
the fear of Almighty God, withiſenaſe and 
awe of his preſence, according to his 
word, that drives at a nobler End than 
ordinarily the World thinks of, namely , 
peace with Almighty God, and with his 
own Heart and Conſcience , the hopeand 
expeRtation of Eternity, ſuch 'a man is 
counted a ſhallow, empry , inconſiderate, 
fooliſh man, one that carries noſtroke in 
the World, a man laden with a: melan- 
choly deluſion , ſetting a great rate upon a 
World he fees not , and negleRing the op- 
portynities of the World he ſees. g 
But-ypon a ſound and true Examin _ 


C 3 


22 of Wiſdom and 
of this buſineſs, we ſhall find that the may 
that feareth God is the wiſeſt man, and hg 
that upon that account departs from ayil 
is the man of L 
ſhall ſhew the theſe 1wv things; 1, Whit 
it is to fear God, 2. That this fear of God 
is moſt demonſtratiyely the beſt Wiſdom of 
mankind, ang makes a man truly and really 


a wile man. 
I. Touching the firſt of theſe, Fear is 
an affection of the Soul that is as much 


drver ified as any one affection whatloeyer ; 
whichdiverſification of this affeQtion ariſerh 
from the diverſification of thats ohgede by 
which this affetion is moved. | men- 

tion — Fi z 
' I. Fear eſpondency or Deſperation z 
which ariſeth from the fear of ſome great 
and important danger that is unavoidable, 
or at leaſt'ſo apprehended, and this is 
not the Fear that is here commended to 
3. Fear of Terrow or Aﬀrightmeat , 
which is upon the ſenſe of ſome great im- 
pang canger, that though poflibly it may 
avoided, yet it carries with it a great 
probability and immediate impeandenoy y 
as the fear of Mariners in a ſtorms or 
fear that befalls a man in ſome time or placa 
of great confuſion or vilible calamity. a 
| this 
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TIE ! yu ar 
this is —— 
prumantby: principally, meant, bautheto 
ewothar follow; © Lab nw 1:4 wnollen 

3. A Fear of Reverence or Awfulnels ,,and 


this fear is raiſed —_ CG 
of fxmontjnd fuller Glen 


peding any burt from rep ones 
thus \ Thus z SubjeRt bears a reve» 
rential fear to bis Primce, from the lenie: of 
his Majeſty and Grandeur ,, and thus much 
more the. Majeſty and and Creamnefs of. Al 
rw ge diary excires Reverence and Awiul- 
wy prying = 
echo er. 5.21. Will ye not fear mats 
ſaith the Lord? Leif not tremble at wyy pre« 
fence ? &c. Jer. 10.7.6 be woakd wet fear thee, 
O King of Nations |! 

4- A. Fear of Ceaties or Warchfulneſ, 
Thus is that which the Wiſe man. com: 
mends, Prov, 28. 14. Bleſſed is the man that 
kr abuge, And this. fear of Caution 

| 2 care vigilancy aot to diſpleaie 

that perion from whom we-enjoy or hops 

for good, the fear of 2 Benefactor ," or of 

nn vgon ns 
4 


cellent men commend to us as-true Wi: 
Now this fear of God wijrb fre tho 


and fuitableneſs excite. both theſe 
-of: fear z'and thoſe ſeem to be 


prvcplly theſe 
and deep ſenſe of tho Being 
of 'Ged, namely, That there is a moſt ex- 


Ls: and perfect Being, which we call 
God, the only true God , the Maker of all 
chings: But this is not enough to conſtitute 
this Bear , for Epicurws and Lacian did be- 
lieve that there was a God , . yet were with- 
out the fear of him. 

2. A true and deep ſenſe, knowledge,and 
conſideration of rhe &tributes of God. And al- 
though-all the Attributes of: God are but fo 
many exprefſians- and declarations of -his 
perfection and excellency , and therefore all 

atribute to advance and improvethis fear, 
lally of Reverence;yet there beſomeAt- 
iribures, that ſecm1n a more ſpecial manner 
to 


hr: and true 2 $- CONCErming 
Alamghxy Go that do with a Kind of con- 
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2. But Majeſty and Glory without, Power 
is not perſect; therefare the ſenſe and know- 
ledge of the Almighty Power of Ged is & great 
obje& of our fear : He doth whatſoever he 
z\all wy" their Being from 

im, and have their dependance on him. 
3- The deep' knowledge of. the Goodnef of 
od, and that Goodneſs not only Immanent 
in himſelf, bur Emanapt and Communica- 
tive: and from this diffuſive and commu- 
nicative Goodneſs of God all things had 
their actual Being , and from him the do 
e£0joy it. And both theſe Goodneſles of God, 
the Immanent and Emanant Goodneſles 
are 'the nobleſt exciter of the nobleſt fear, 
a fear ſpringing from Love, and that love 
IP the Immanent goodne(s of God 
which is altogether lovely and perfet, and 
alſo upon the Emanant and Communicative 
Goodneſs of God , as he is our Benefaftor , 
and wherever there is this love, there is this 
fear both of Reverence and Caution., We 
gannaos: chooſg but hogour and reyerence, 


and 


ſoever we thus love; the intriafickaature 
of that which we love: for its ownworth 
and ion binds us by a kind of adtural 
bond oy-refult to- reverence and honbury 
2nd the extrinfick emanation of that good- 
neſs unto us binds us 'to'reverence' and 
eſteem, and honour.it asour BenefaQor by 

a double bond , viz, firlt,: of Gratitude: or 
Benevolence to his that communicares this 

; ſecondly, by a bond'of Prudenceand 
If-preſervation not rodafoblige hin from 
whom we have our good 
we have our dependance', left a diſobli- 
gation ſhould occaſion his ſubſtraQwn: or 
abatement of that good from us. i Where- 
ſoever there is dependance, as theremuft be 
naturally love to that upon which'is our 
dependance, fo there muſt be neceflanity a 
fear both of Reverence and Caution, even 
upon principles of ſelf-love, if there 'were 
nothing elſe ro command it. 4. A deep 
ſenſe , knowledge and conſideration of the 
Divine Omniſcience, If there were all the 
other motives of fear imaginable, yer if 
this were wanting, the fear of God would 
be in a great meaſure: abated, for'what 
availeth reverence or cautiott , if | he to 
whom-it is intended do-not know it # and 
what damage can be ſuſtained by a negle& 


or 


whom 
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or Devid's fool, Pſa. 
net ſee , weither ſpell the God 


ughts, and knows the Heart g 
all the actions of our lives, Net pan 
hte ofir of 3. 4 dogp ale of, ah 
thoughts afar off. 5. At e of . the 
Holineſs and Purity of God, pet muſt needs 
cauſe in him an averſenels uatoand abhor- 
rence of whatloever is ſinful or impure. 
Laſtly the ſenge of the Juſtice of Ged - not 
only an inhereat Juſtice, which is the rei- 
tude of his nature, but a tranſient or diſtri- 
butive Juſtice , that will moſt certainly 
diſtribute rewards to obedience,oblervance, 
and the fear of his Name , but puniſhments 
to the difobedicat and thoſe that have no 
fear of him before their Eyes, The deep 
conſideration and ſeaſe of thels Attributes 
of the Divine Perfection muſt needs excite 
both the fear of Reverence, and the. fcay 
of Caution, or fear of offending either by 
COmM- 


7 q | dg | % 
mighty God- and his Attributes, may juſtly 

+ fear both of Reverence and Cau- 
tion , , yet without the knowledge of ſome 
ching elſe that fear will beextravagant and 
diſorderly , and ſometimes begets- Super- 
ſtition or exorbitancy 1n this fear , 
_— : apr Sarda code 

ri ury. or IENnce; It 2 man 
know chat Almighty God is juſt, and will 
reward obedicace and puniſhdiſobedience , 
yet if he knaws not what he' will have 
done or omitted, he will indeed fear to 
diſpleaſe him ,, but he will not-know how 
to pleaſe, or to obey him: therefore be- 
fides the former there muſt be a Knrow- 


ledge of the will or Law of God in things to be ' 


done or omitted. This Law of God hath 
a double Inſcription , 1. In Natwe, and that 
is again twofold ; firſt, the natural rudi- 
ments or — and Piety written in 
the Heart: ſecondly, ſuch as are deduci- 
ble by the exerciſe of Natural reaſon and 
light, for even from the notion of God 
there do reſult certain conſequences of Na- 
tural Piety and Religion, as that he is to 
he prayed unto, to be praiſed ,- that he is to 
be imitated as far forth as is poſfible by us, 
racre- 
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Will and Law; he v 
fort, yery ſtudy 


DP Wan ve. it, 
it e and direce 


and dire&t his fearof God: he ſees Exam- 
les of the Divine Juſtice againſt the Of- 
tenders of his Law , of the Divine Boynry, 
in rewarding the obedience to;it., Tifeat- 
nings on one Hand, Promiſes an the other, 
greater manifeſtations of the Divine Goody 
gels in. the . Redemption of ralacd, by 
fi 


It. And chens fie &f the Kinds of the 

dg oro terbet org nn 
it:. Now let us ſee how it & 
this man js the Wiſe mh, 


&, and 


eelines to defitie a Man by be tj, by: 
cauſe of that attalogical rari 
chey find in » but defige'a ages 


his Religion, Homo off exingul religieſme ; 
cauſe yet they find n& communica 


or ſamlitude of catures or 
tweerr men 4nd brute Ned ngogee Tor nit 


the only viſible cteartrytt expreierh | 
inclination to Refigion-ot 'the' ſenſe oy 


to joftifi this Opiniog 19 all parti- 

only thefe things are moſt FA wc 
at only the Humane rnattre ſeems to 
have any ſenſe or — of any 
Religion upon it: 2. That the 'fenſe of 
« Dciry and Refigion reſulting _— 
e 


or any exerciſe of it, T do not 
= 
oy 


red gir _—_ diſcovers it-ſtlf' zo be rhe 
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TLwee peck z or doe "TITEL 
"wich inlay explen 
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at ons: fall into diſorder 

fo q: ZE = or rn 


y that haye,not. this. juſtice and 
ww yes honour and valve thoſe 

it; 4ad-ule it. Aud the fear of 

Almighty 
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empty'Cheir in the plats 
as an Emblem of refine 
inviſible, _y_ og God, prone 
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len men rfighng 2.ne pr trrenty ; 


by repreſen 

beholding them. Aid as thus adifipibe- 

tive Juſtice, the fear of God is a great'meang 

to keep and improveit; 'foIn comotuative 

Juſtice, the fear-of God gives a ſecret/and 

powerfal Law to a mari t0 keep and obſerve 

on And hence it is that Joſeph could give 

greater aſſurance to his Brethtrog'; tis 

juſt dealing with them than this, *'Gew. 42; 
This 1 fear God ; and'on \ the 

SE 

caule a Il un 

| from the People with whom he 
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an this;-thar they 


$ God, Gem. 20. IT, Becanſe 
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: And this 1 and bro- 
was the true cauſe of that 
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41 
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them ; they 

JT he te were not miſ+ 
"ny 610m 

t prevalence upon ro 

: And. that impeifeet fear of God 

IC ' id ſo: much prevail as to make 

hem fo' juſt ; how much more muſt the 

true knowledge and the fear of the true 

God prevail ro advance Righteouſhels and: 

8.4, D Juſtice 
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34 Of Wi/dem and: 
Jaiicsia thein hotharithagfnrefOod in 
their Hearts” . L <'v 

3. It is a ggearpart of Wikorathas.con. 
cerns a perion'in thc exerciſegf the Dwles 
of his .Relatiin+ rand indeed it 3k '@ 1g rea 
pun | Heer eng hreoalneſy, Now the 

bf mighty hath theſe, pe, 

advantages ER the WA 
inftruds b"encly: /all pron in mo 
ties reciptocal relations; 4 
Willof Gods revealed in his Ward, which 


contains excellent Prectpts of iall kinds ; 


fairable ro my teveral rejatjon.: 
the fear of ſts thels [DireRions ol 
ypon the Heart, and is: ſevere 8adconſtany 
obligation ro obſerve them ; "oo: ſo this 
fear of God doth effectually fit, ' habizuare , 
and ia mat tothe Duties of 
feveral relations}: It apo 4 pack] 
——_— « gaod 
a gotid Wiſe, Faber evod Chg, 
es ader x gy Scratch 
1 J $4 that are | 
_ r to. the {everal relations wherein 
ands, - 
pa 6d Binetighs Uprigbtnefs, Int ty, and 
Hunefl are certainly rrue:and ni os 
Ker any man obſtrye it while he: will, 
, or diſſembler, or double- 
FW he may ſbuſflc it out for a 
while, 
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Price of- fear of God: is, ,that it 
org the Hearr fincere anduprighr, and 
at will rhake, vhe \words and - 
zQions fo : Forhe- is under the ſen(c.of the 
n and anjmadverſion of that God 
tharſcearches the |H and therefore” he 
dares not bye, ror » hor flarter , 
DT etID 
righteous God, that loves truth 

and nagriny: and hatcs lying and diffis 
mulation, beholds and: ſees = ablerves 
him , and knows his thoughts, words and 
actians. Itis true, that vain-glory, and 
oltentation, and reputation, end debiens; 
and cnds may many times' render the out- 
ward aRions/ſpecious and. fairy, when tha 
_ fon uire another way , anc}-ac- 
Gerd rue the nat, if rhole 

Frag 2 fries and vain«glo and often- 
ration. were not in the way 4 but the fear 
of God begins with the Heart, and puritics 
and reftifes ic 4 and from the: Heart thus 
reified 'ows « conformity un the hfe, rhe 


words, the actions. 
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"26 'Of\ Wiſdom" ant 
- $. The Occaſions and of the 
want of government appetite 
jr grows 1 a and 


or Zufts : intemperance 
"x in cating and drinking, unlawiul 
and exorbitant luſts, and exhauſt the 
cmbaſs and ieapoveridh the blind, deſte 
an veriſh t . 
the phe and render men unfit for 
Induſtry and Buſineſs. 2. Theexorbitancy 
andunrulineſs, and irregularity of the Paſ: 
fions, as excefliveglove'sf things that are 
cither not lovely , or not deſcrving ſo much 
love, excels of anger, which mes 
degenerates into malice and rey z Ex 
of joy in light, trivial, 1ncon 
matters, exceſs of fear, where cither no 
cauſe of fear , or not cauſe of fo much fear 
is: And theſe cxorbitances of Paſſions be- 
tray -n ern aan NUTS 
very fooliſh, vain, 1 t ations, 
fill: the World with much of that folly and 
diforder that'/is. every where obſervable; 
3. Thoſe diſeaſes and diftempers of the Mind, 
br WAG TT of honour and 
acc,and power,inſolency,arro envy; 
Coraentack; and' the like theſe 1 tay oh 
fo many Sickneſles, and Cankers, and rotten 
Ulcers in the Mind , and as s like the 
Furies that were let looſe out of Pandors's 
5 Box, 
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Tei are, and make their lives a 
torment tot Ives, and put them upon 
very fooliſh, vain and frantique actions 
nil deportments; and render men perfe& 
fools, mad men,” and without underſtan- 
ding, and their folly is ſo much the greater 
_ the more incurable, that like ſome 
kind of frantique men they think very 
goodly of theraſelves, think themſelves 
paſſing wiſe men, and applaud themſelves y 
—_—_ it is moſt appareat to uny indiffe- 
rent by-ſtander, that there are not a fort 


of vainer fooliſh perſons under Heaven. 


Now as we are truly told that the firſt de+ 
gree and ſtep of wiſdom is to put off folly , 
—— S4pientia prima eſt, 

Stwltitis —_ - 


foit is the method of the Fearof God, the- 
beginning of all true wiſdom, to disburthen 
a man of theſc originals and foundations 


of folly : It gives a law to the Senſitive ' 

apperite, brings it in ſubjeQion, keeps it 

within the limits and bounds of Reaſon, 

and of thoſe inſtructions and directions that 

the wiſe God hath preſcribed : It keeps ir 
| D 


3 under 


3% Of F5/daw\and: 

under difgiphne'and rule: It dieets th 
Paſſions to their proper objects, ant! 
m the due lives and limits of moderation, 
and as becomes 2 man that lives in the 
fight and obſervation of the God of glory , 
ajeſty , and Holineſs : It curesthoie dif+ 
eaſes and diſtempers of- the Mind by the 
preſence of this great Preſervative and 
Cathartick, the Fear of God. If Pride or 
Vain-glory begins to bud in the Soul, he 
conſiders that the God he fears reſiſts the 
proud : this fear puts a man in remembrance 
ef rhe glorious Majeſty of the moſt glorious 
God, and what-is a poor Worm, that he 
ſhould be proud or vain-glorious in- the 
preſence and fight of that mighty God 4 If 
Ambition or Covetonſnefs begin vo appear, 
this fear of Gcd preſently remembers a man 
that the mighty God bath prohibited them , 
that he hath preſented unto us things of 
greater moment for our defires than worldly 
wealth , -or honour, that we are all of his 
OREN _ m_ content = ſelves with 
that portion ke allots us, without preſſin 

baja the meaſure of ſobriety ar Pw, 
dence upon or ſubmiſton unto him : If 
Revenge ſtir in our Hearts, this fear of God 
checks it, tells a man that he uſurpsGod's 
prerogative , who hath reſerved vengeance 


to 
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rohimſelf- as part of his own Sovereignty, : 
If that ' vermin begins co liye. and 
Oo rnmenbing ua char rhadiighny God 
it by: og ust r y 

thirs it, that he is the Sovereign.Lord 
and Diſpenſer of all things , if he hath given 
me little, I ought to be contented ;- if he 
hath given another more, yet why ſhould 
my Eye be evil becauſe his Eye is good + 
Thus the fear of the Lord walks through 
the Soul, and pulls up thoſe weeds and roots 
of bitterneſs and folly that infe&, diſquier, 
diſorder, and befool it. 

6. Another great cauſe of folly in the 
World is [nadvertence, Inc rateneſs, Pre- 
cipitancy , and over-haſtinels in ſpeeches os 
ations. If men had but the patience many 
times to pauſe but ſo long 1n actions and 
ſpeeches of moment as might ſerve tore- 

but the Creed or Lord's. Prayer, many 
ollies ia the World would be avoided thas 
do very much miſchief, both to the parties 
themſelves and others: And therefore in- 
advertence and ipitancy in things of 
great momert , and that require much de- 
tberation, muſt needs be a very great folly, 
becauſe the conſequence of miſcarriage 1n 
them is of moment. Now the fear 
of rhe Lode tha and Earth, being 
aQually preſent upon the Soul, and exertiog 
. 'D 4 Ta 
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ir ſelf, is the P———— 
inthe World to conſideration and attention 
touching things to be done or faid. . When 
A a do any ar ws 
nce of agreatearthly Prince, t 
—_— fear of that Prince will Hee tap 
man very much conſideration . tronchi 
what he laith or doth, eſpecially to ſee that 
it be conformable to thoſe Laws and Edits 
that this Prince hath made. Now the 
eat God of Heaven and Earth hath, in 
is Holy Word, given us Laws and Rules 
touching our words and ations ; and what 
we are to ſay or do is to be ſaid and done 
in no leſs a preſence than the preſence of 
the over-glorious Ged , who ſtrictly eyes 
and obſerves every mania the World, with 
- the very ſame advertence as if there were 
nothing elſe for him to obſerve : And cer- 
tainly there cannot be imagined a greater 
engagement to advertence, and attention , 
and conſideration than this: And therefore 
if the ation or ſpeech beof any moment, 
a man that fears God will conlider, 1. Is 
this lawful to bedone or not? if itbe nor, . 
how ſhall I do this great evil and (in againſt 
God 2 2, But if it belawful, yet isit fit? 
IS it convenient; is it ſcaſonable* if nor, 
then I will notdo it, for it becomes not that 
Preſence before whom I live. 3. Again, 
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the choice of actions jr words, and the 
manner of doing them : So that beſides 
the greater advantage of conſideration and 
adyertence, in relation to Almighty God , 
is doth ſuperadd this advantage alſo for - 
opportunity thereby of humane — 
conſiderations , which otherwiſe: by haſte 
and precipitance in ations or words would 
be loſt, and it habituates the mind to « 
temper of cautien , and advertence, and 
con tion in matters as well of ſmaller 
as of greater moment, and ſo make a wile, 
attentive, and conſiderate man. 
- 7. It mightily advanceth and improveth 
the worth and excellency of moſt Humane attions 
in the World, and makes them a nobler 
kind of thing than otherwiſe eithoue it 
| Y 
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bf Wiſhes and 
they Would. be. _ Take « man that! is-ems.. 
| as a Stateſman or Politician, though 
' much wiſdom and prudence ,” ie 
bing, and pil Gaſlg, writbcor choſen 
| , wi £ 
of Gods [har miaglo the foar of Almig 
God with that kind of wiſdom, it renders it 
hoble, and generous, and ſtaid, and honeſt, 
and ſtable. Again, take a man that is mach 
inted with the fubtiler kind of Learn- 
ing, as — for inſtance, without 
the fear of upon his Hearr, it will 
carry him over to pride, arrogance, felf- 
conceit, curioſity, preſumption : but min- 
gle it with the fear of God, it will 'enoble 
that knowledpe, carry it up to the honour 
and glory of that God that is the Author 
of Nature, t9 the adrairation of his Power, 
Wiſdomaand Goodneſs, it will keephim 
humble; modeſt, ſober, and yer rather with 
an advance than detriment to his know- 
- Take a man induſtrious in -his 
Calling , withour the fear of God withit,. 
he becomes a drudge to worldly ends, vexed 
when difappointed,- overjoyed in ſucceſs : 
mingle but the fear of God with ir, it will 
not abate his induſtry , but ſweerten it; if 
he proſper , he is thankful ro God that gives 
him power togert wealth, if he miſcarry, 
he is patient under the will and _ Oh 
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of the ates and CE 
he commands and requires, —— that 
he obſerves and eyes all men, _aqwy thee 
his Providence governs all things, and this 
keeps bim ſtill evea and _—_— without any 
conſiderable alteratioa , bis con- 


dition is. Is he rich, proſperous ! 
dn x "becauſe be => 


mble, watchful, * dvertent le be ſhould 
be deceived and tr z and he is 
careful to be the more thankful}, and the 
more watchful , becauſe the command of 
his God, and the narurg of his condition 
vires it : Is he poor, negleted , unſuc- 
celsful * yer he remains ſtill paticat, hum- 
ble, contented, thankful, (er p00 ence 
the God he fears, And fu y every mal 
mult needs agree, that ſuch a man is a 
wiſer man, than he who is ever changed 
and tranſported with his condition, t 
if he be rich orpowerſul, there is nothi 
more vain, proud, inſolent than he 
again 


atid all for the want of the fear of Almighty 
God, which being once put into the Heart, 


like the Tree-put by Moſes into the Waters; 


cures the di uncaſineſs of all 

9. In as much as the true fear of God 
is always mingled with the knowledge of 
the Will of God, and that Will is con- 
tained moſt fully in his written Word, 
it muſt needs be that a man that « 


fears the Lord and inflradted in the W rd of 


, the P thereof muſt needs be 
deeply digefted into this mind. Now as 
this Word is the Word of the ever-wiſe 


. God, and therefore certainly muſt be full 
.. of moſt wiſe Direions : So let any man 


4* 


but impartially and deeply confider the 
.contained in the Word of God, he 


* ſhall afuredly find the beſt diredtions in 
. the World forall kind of moral and divine 
- Wiſdom: And I do confidently ſay, that 


in all other Books of Morality there are 
not ſo ſound, deep, certain, evident Inftru- 
ions of Wiſdom (yet molt ſtriftly joyned 
with Innocence rd. Goodneſs) as there 
are in this one Book, as would be eaſily 


demon- 
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the Fear of | Gull 35 
demotitrable' ever: to 2 reaſonable ju a 
cap bur this is too latge a Theme 
- 26. But. beſides all this; there is yet a 
ſecret , bur a moſt certain truth that highly 
imptoveth that wiſdom, which or ad 

oi 


Truth «nd Wiſdem, that doth teally and truly 
but ſecretly prevent and dire them, - And 
lt'no- man think that this-is apiece of 
Fanaticiſm.” Any maty that ſincerely! and 
reuly fears Almighty God, relies upon him, 

calls: upon hin for | his guidance and di- 
refion , hath.'it as really as the Son' hath - 
the counſel and direRtion of: his Father': 
and though the voice be not audible, nor * 
the direQion always ible- ro ſenſe; © 
yet ir. is equally as real as if a man heard 
the Voice ſaying , This i the way, walk iy it ; 
And oo opt ng ee of = 
is priacipally in mattersrelating to'rhe 
good of the Soul, but it may alſo-be found 
10 iroat and momentous concerns of this 
life, which a good man, that fears God and * 
his dire@ion, ſhall very often, if notar 
rimes find. 2, Beſides rhis direRion, a 
good man, fearing God, ſhall find Hw Bleſſing 
upon 


 hartkg God & eerie 
x eh he meets with crofles, aflitiong' a: 


things ſhall work 
* the beſt to them thiac love a 
* mighty God, and therefore cercainlyfuchs 
- matiis the wiſeft man. 

rx; Bur yet further; certainly» it is one 
” of the evidences of Wiſdoin to 
© provide fo uture, and to provide for 
- thoſe - the future, that are 'of 


ron. afar nr ule, 
this account the Wiſe-man, Prov. 1204254 
admires the wildom of the Ant , thar lictle 
creature, that yet provides his mearin the 
Surmer;'-and we eſteen it - the of 
Children and Prodigals in this, that 


have 
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an this ; bang. 
Sy and ſafe ſtore ran Lo ip F 
w reſpect of thele three kind; ES 
For the furure pars of his 2+ ': 3+ Bag 
_— furure evil days: Fa Vog Eves e life 
that 4s to i le Aa Fi 
WrRanagel emo 


_— 


ful lif ea para | 
- bt. and hurts + 


done wm" a man's life, T 
vel (warren youth are many tires more 


. in "gee. than when we firſt received . 


m. Our lives are like the Husband- 
mas's ſeed-time , if we low evil feeds in 


the time of our youth, /it m Pan 26Key may) 


lye bog ce my rent iofe Tay Pap 
' up 40. a full crop, and poſlibly the n 7 
taſte 


- 


r_conlcitiice, 
e ciferts of that cvil ſeed, Al ehis i 


beſides this, by this means he 
Intereſt in, and Peace with Almighty 
makes ſure of the beſt Brien fn the world, 
for the after time of his life , to whotn he 
is ſure to have acceſs at all times and upon! 
all occaſions with comfort and 

=_ it is an infallible Truth,” That God - 


ro Tin bf never forſakes any that forſake at 


Second Futurity is the future Evil 
Dey," which will hoſt certainly overtake 
every man', cither the day of feeble and' 
_—___ x. —_ of fickne(s, orthe' 
day againſt all thoſe the true 
fear of rp ons a © lafe nndexcellets 
viſion : fo that although he may not avoid” 
them, he may have- a comfortable 
through them and in the mid(t of all 
black clouds, the witneſs of a good” con-' 
ſcience fearing God , and the evidence of 
the Divine Fayour will ſhine into the Soul 
like z bright Sun with comfort, when a "ll 


_ _ 
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old 
nels , -- —_ pt] 
which'to ſuch a Soal will be ogareand 
paſſage 20/0 Liſe-rhar will be tree trom all 
; nad! infrniries ; a2—es Gloryypd 
The thi farackey'ifiobe Dich 
fs Drank, certain)it is/ thatfuckra 
$tatb'rhere will'be, and rHpb-ir 45 bar! of 


\ 
thatall men in'the World do 
t0 604 of theſe two-ſtates or —_ 
5 and av it-4s moſt juſt-layd eq 
Ft eons that tral fra 
Gas and obey him Jeius C 


of eiacs rod arm ing ſtars 


bleſſedneſs” and” immortal : 

onthe other! fide ; they that -reje@ 

his feer of God; conteimn and-difobey-his 

it, ally! þ yr 20 lang mult, 

to: 4!ifithteiio evetlalting mNgrF«. 
Now ' herein” the trucſt —_— 

wiſdom. of 5 mas op har be "Tay 


vides infick reateſt 
Tn 


kappineſs, of reſt and peace, of glory gadff ; 
immortality, and cternal lifez a ſtate hf ; 
happinels and glory that, exceeds exprofiicef « ; 
for Bye bath nat' ſeen, 
wer Exr beard , neither have entred into,thf « 


htet 


tk Few\\fi Gil. $4 
tifondf ererniry, &166.than = moment. The 
xt God-of. + one 4 Word aflures:us 
t\there:is an cſtate of Immortali _ 
this- Life, 4nd that that Lkdrealatits 
an cftaic of never-dyt 


"F bur of ewb 
we" acre ror 'endleſs-glory;and 


them, * If tyou fear me, anddbey thoſe 
<Commands that are contained inthe Boo 
© of the Holy Scriptures, which 1 have given 
{yo0u;>yow ſhall infallibly attain everlaſting 


WY +/ife andhappineh, and, even is this prefent 
ry wage” 


FEYS1H 


ZE ESESDS=D 


life, ſhall have the influence and 


"1 {my favourao lupport;tadiredt & bleſs you); 


© ©n the 9ther ſide, if yerefdleipy fear, and 
* reject my'commands,and the ualaw- 
*ful and vain deluſions of !shis preſend Jife, 
©beforethe obedicace of my will; _—_— 
*impenitenolpio-ic,, your portion ſhall be e- 
{yerlafting miſery. And now everlaſting life 
and everlaſting:death being ſet before the 
thildren of. men}, there-aro:a fort of, men, 
thar xather chuſe: ro dilſobey the: command 
of God, rex his fear,and all this, that. they 
may enjoy the'pleaſures of Sin for. 2 ſeaſon, 
e plcafures that are fading and-dying , 
leavebehind them a ſting, that readers 

_ od lam arr biceer,. and that make 
even that e life they enjoy, buca life 
EiEonilert and unhappinels in ſpite of all 
pleaſures, or be they as Gacere as their 


7 p own 


own hearts can proiniſe them ,7yer they an 
.bur for a (eaſon , | Galon chit inics Jongel 
period is but ſhort, bur is uncertainalſoy = . 
ictle i fiderable accident, the breach of x ©} -. 
weis, an ill air, z little il digeſted portion of 
4hatexcels wherein they may puta 
period to all thoſe pleaſures, and td that life, 
1nd'ycar, in.s week, in aday;/in an 
in an unthoughe of moment, befdrea 
hach unity to conſider:}! to bethink F 
himſelf, or ro ; and ther the door of 
bfe and ineſsis ſhut. Again, there area 
' ſortiof menthat conſider this 
and chuſe rhe Fear of Almi God, Fo 
with it Eternal Life, and are content to de: 
ny themſelves in things unlawful, to 
— God, to keep his favour, to 
humbly with him, to of the tender of 
Life and Salvation upon'the terms propoun- 
ded by Almighty God : And 1o the practice 
of-this-Bear they.enjoy His Favour, and 
Preſence,and Love, and after this life (pent; 
whether it be long or ſhort; {and whether 
their death be lingring or ſudden , are 


the next moment after death to enjay an im 
mortal life of glory and happidela : Judge 
then which of theſe is the truly Wiſe man; 
The Fea of Gul ths i ſd and te pr 


be 0} $- 


The Fear of God. that i« Wiſdom,. and to 
from evil « Underſtanding, ; 
: OF 


-"YYgSEuPxA>h, 


185 is. *S ! 
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THE KNOWLEDGE 
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CHRIST CRUCIFIED; 


—_ __—_— 


OD D— 


» 2, rafT  2. »Þ9 


7, COR. 1. 2. 
For I determined not to know any thing 


among you, ſape Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
x crucified. _ 

off. 

In” $ the Wnderfftanding is the higheſt 
CE "Faculty of the Reaſonable Crea- 
nd ture, becauſe upon it depends the 
nt; _— of the Motions or 
ry Attings of the Will and Aﬀetions : $0 
IT Xvow = is the propereſt and nobleſt ator 
Ts habit of that Faculty, and without which * WY 
82 Þ ir is without its proper end and employ- 
10; ment, and the whole man without a due 


guidance and direction. Hoſ. 4. 6. My people 
periſh for want of recs wy, pert nd 
E 3 And 


"nl -4 


' 


Ld 


Men WE: Lenin 
 Andas Knowled | Dk Pike of On 


of -that great 

Knowledge , or emplo t of the 
ſtanding, is deverſifed ing to the 
Subje& about-which it- 15- exerciſed ;. For 
though all Knowledge of-the *1 Viſks- 
ring Subjes, agree in this ove ' common 
Excellewce , viz, the right + nap — of 
the thing as it- is, unto 0 nee 
ding, or the conformity of the ecrea- 
ted in the Underſtanding, unto the thing 
objeQtively united to it, which is Truth in 
the Underſtanding : Yet it muſt needs be, 
that according to the various values and degrees 
of the things to be known, there. ariſeth 
a diverſity of the value or. worth of that 
knowledge ; that which is ofa thin 
more noble, uſeful , precious, mult $ 
be a more noble, uſeful, precious Know- 
ledge, and accordingly , more /to be deſi- 
q | 


There have been doubtleſs many excel- 
lent Underftandiogs that have been conver= 
; fant about an exa&t diſquilition. of ſors 
particular Truths , which thoughas Trarhs' 
they agree in a common value with. all 
others , yer in reſpe& of their nature, uſe 
and value, are of no great-moment , whes« 


ther. known or not: As concerning the 
preciſe time of this or that paſlage in ſuck 
a 


EB CESGEFTLFSESRES. 


en SAaAESTEaER 


Re the Criricin of chix 
zprophane Hiſtory , 


| chough by/actident, and by way! of cons 


L 


- - o * þ. A * 4 
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» 
C 


comitance, they may be of conſiderable 
oe, when mixed with, or relating to ſome 


other matter of moment in them(elves 
have lictle value, becauſe little uſe. Others 
have (pent their ts:in ring of 
know in ſome ial piece of Na+» 


ture, the fabrick of the Eye; the 
of generation in an Egg, the re+ 
ion and proportion of Numbers, Weights 
Lines, the generations of Metals : and the(e 
s they have arelative conſideration to'dif- 
cover and ſet forth the Wildom of the grear 
Creator, : or to. publick ule, have 
worth inthemy but in themſelves, though 
they have this excellence of Truth in 
them, and conſequently in their kind: feed 
ol. or a delight to the Underſtanding , 
which is a power that is: naturally ordain- 
ed unto, and greedy of , and delighted 
in Truth, though of a low or inferiour 
conſtitution z yet they are not of that emi- 
nence and worth, as Truths of ſome other; 
either higher, or more uſeful, or durable 
axture. | 
'» As once our Saviour, in relation of 
things to be done, pronounced One thing 
enly neceſlary, Zak. 10.42. So the Apottle, 
E 4 among 


Oneching 


ary to-be known, Chriſt Jeſus and hit + 


There are three : +» uv 
L Not to\know any thi Not es if: all 
ather hnowledpe were : NM 


Learning was not cliarged upon him-as4 
ſig; Pawl's ſecular Learning was not gow 
demned, bur uſeful to hin, to be k 
ingid our calling, in the —_— and di | 
ſmions of perſons, in the Laws under w | 

| 


we live, in the modeſt and fober enquiries 


ſuch as tend. to the ſetting forth the 
of the God of Wiſdom. ' Even'the diſcre B 
.tion 'of the Husbandman God owns as his; 
iſa..28. 26. For his God doth inſtru him 
to diſcretion, and doth 'teach him. But 
we muſt determine to know ing in 
compariſon of that other knowledge of Chriſt 
us, as the Apoſtle counted what things 
were gain, yet to be lo(s for Chriſt, Phu. 4: 7 
ſo we are toelteem that knowledge of other 
other wile excellent, uſeful, admirs 
- ble, yetto be but folly and vile in l 
ſon of the knowledge of Chrilt. And this 
requires : . | 
1. A truc and right Eſtimate of — 


"lh 
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I. inthe Certainty of it. | Moſt ather 
bnowizdges are cither fuch as we take in 
by our. Senſe and Experience ; aud therein , 
though it is true, that the grols part of 'our 
knowledge, that is neareſt to our ſenſe, 
hath ſomewhat of certainty in it, yet 
when we come to ſublimarte ,' and colle& 


and infer that knowledge into univerſal 


or general concluſions , or to make dedu- 
Rions, ratiocinations, and determinations 
from them, then we fail, and hence grew 
the difference between many Philoſophers. 
Again, the knowledge that we clicit from 
ſenle, is but very narrow, if it ſtaid there: 
for the forms of things, the matteror ſub- 
ſtance, which is the ſubje& of Nature, are 
not eaſily perceptible by ſenſe , we ſee the 
colour, and the figure, and the varia- 
tions of that, but we do from thence only 
make conjeQures concerning the forms, 
ſubſtances, and matter ; Or they are ſuch 
as 


' 1ato much incertai inty 1 
| the Authors be very authentical and 
- witneſſes: and as to matters dec#rinal , ſti 


6 _ be, —_ __ weak convictions, 
* © ns as great udgments, 
* and fo cdl ner So, 10N, and 
» diſſatisfaction in the knowledge, But in 
-* the knowledge of Chriſt, we have greater 
.- certainty than can'be found in any of all 
- theſe other Knowledges > 1. A conftant 
- tradition and reception by millions, before 
+ hecame, that the Mefſias was to come; and 
»" ſince he came, that in truth he is come. 
2. The Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and Diſci- 
\ ples, that were purpolely choſen to' be 
.- witneſſes of Chriſt, his Miracles, Doarine, 
»- Suffering , and Reſurretion. 3. The Mi- 
,- racles he did , that are witneſſed to us, by 
,- a greater conſent of teſtimony , than any 
, - one part of any Hiſtory of that Antiquity, 
-+ 4. The Purity, Sandtity, and Juſtneſs of 
» - his Dodqrine, which was never attained 
+ unto in the teaching of the Philoſophers, 
» Nor ever any could; in the leaſt mealure, 
* impeach or blame. 5. The ——_—_— 
il 


+ that depends upon the opinion of a man}, 
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Heaven, 2 Fer, x. 19, And fo i-trurh is 
a-more undeniable argument than any is, 
for it is not capable of any fraud or im- . 
1 poſture. 6. The wonderful prevailing « 
| that the knowledge of Chriſt had upon - 
3 | the World, and this not onl ;7 1a - 
, bur: backed with a Prophecy, thar it 
| beſo. 97. The admirable concordance and 

» | ſymmetry, that this Myſtery of Chriſt 
| 
; 
| 


makes in the whole method of the : 
ceeding of God in the World, as will be - 
caſily ' obſervable ' upon the collation, of + 
theſe things together : The Creation , The + 
Fall, The Law , The State of the Jews; - 
The Immortaliryof the Soul, The Necefii- : 
ty of a Satisfaction for Sin if pardoned , The +«, 
| Types and Sacrifices z The Propheſies,; The -. 
RejeRtion of the Jews ; The Calling of the < 
Gentiles; The Progrels of the Goſpel to -. 
the new diſcovered parts of the World +. 
ſucceſſively as diſcovered , that a due col- 
leion being made of all theſe and other . 
Conſiderations , ' it will appear that the .. 
Doerine of Chriſt Jeſus, and him crucified, > . 
is that which makes the diſpenſation of * 
God towards the children of men tobe all +». 
of a piece, and one thing in order to ano- \ 


ther, 


&@ Of:the Kywildge 


| COIN all 
W it as one Sy 
- Body, wk. __ or gag rures 
ies, | there bears (Witneſs to this 
* Truth, the ſecret powerful Witneſs of the! 
irit of God convincing the Soul of: the 
ruth of Chriſt, be ond all the Moral pers 


« ion of demonſtration, to. believe, to'reft 
+ upon, to aſſert it, even untothe loſs of life 
yo all things. 

. As in the certainty , ſo in the Plain. 

7 8nd Eaſinefi off the Truth, The moſt 
excellent ſubjets of other knowledge have 
long windings, before a man can come at 
them, and are of that difficulty and. ab- 


undertake the acquiring of it, ſo, much 
pains, labour, induſtry , advertency, affi- 
duty 1s required in the beſt of judgmeats , 
to attain but a competent meaſure of it: 
witneſs the ſtudies of Arithmetick , Geo- 
metry, Natural Philoſophy, Metaphyſicks, 
Fc. wherein great labour hath been taken 
ro our hands, to make the paſſage more 
calie, and yet ftill are full of —_— 
Bur in this Crwtades it is otherwiſe: 
it 1s a knowledge firted for an univerſal uſe, 
, the bringing of mankind to God, fo oy 
fi 


: ther, and Chriſt the Mediitor, in; ma. 


. fwakioad! in the world, beyond the oonvis 


ſtruſeneſs, that as every brain is not fit to- 
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ſtumble at it, -and thence it wage was 
hid from the wife ind Kt.25. 
Who, like N«oves with the: 4 could 
not be contented to'bt healed without ſome 
great oftentations /vor were contented: tq 

T thing could be the wildom of God, 
andthe power of God, unlefy it were: ſome; 
what that were abſtruſc,, and Ft. leaſticon- 


@rine; that muft be of fo great 
end, ſhould fall ugderirhe 
ſherman,a makerof Tents, a Carpenter. Bug 
thus it God to chuſe a Dodtriove of an 
exhic ion; 1; Fbat no fleh-:ſhguld 
glory in + Ge LE 1.29.' 21 That the 
way-te Salvation: being a comman thin 
propoutided to all mankind, mightbn difh- | 
cult to none. 'Brlttve ,; and rh eee for 
!| Relieve; | and thou ſbalt be ſav 
belietic ; and theuſbels be raiſed uy. — 
Joh./6. 40. - Thi i the will of  himphut ſent 
we that Every one that ſeeth the Sonand Be- 
lirveth on him , "may bave eternal lift\, und 1 


wil —_— up 48 the left day. 
3: As 


; ing 

- mankind,” The truc meaſure of Juſtand UJn-, 
. | pare Wilt of: God, The: Son of 
- God and his miraculous Incarnatior,Deachy 
+ Reſurre&ion and Aſkrcofiony The 


- venant berween the Breraal God andifalien 


. man mide, fealed, and confirmed .in Gh 

. vg on 

, their Eternal Coualel, and: ſince hinAG 

- cenſion4 in his -coartigual Interceſſion for 

. man; 'The means of the diſcharge and ſas 

. tisfaQtion of the breach of the Law of | 

oy Thee tng 

- neſ{sor mlery: Theſe 

- the ſubject of rhat knowledge. by 

- vealed ww the knowledge of Chriſt 5 

- as their-very matrer ſpeaks them to be 

- a moſt high nature : the great tranſaftions 

. of the counlel and — 
ty 


that »15\r6s 
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| mn 
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of 


ei cine eters derfu high 


” | ordex to Practice, But as it may 
all, Qut that the knowledge of the Subject 
is, unagceſlible.. jn apy certainty, {o if it 


end,/ang nomore ule of it, Whereas many _ 
tmes Subjects of an inferiour nature are 
more uſcful in their knowledge, as practi- 
— NENEn , py Moral 
olophy , Policy , they are of 
an. inferiour nature, moxe uſeful bur per- 
chance leſs. noble. But here is the prive 
kdgo of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, 


that 
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. Honour, Power, Greatneſs, Eſteem in the” 


' "ceived #t: 
, I muſt account for it, Watehfulneſs /'a# 


cerned un ſome meaſure in my carriage / 
| and that the 
: the more obnoxtous I am' to rempt 

: from without, from them that watch for 


f my ſelf co his will, 
my Peace with him, and Favour 
from him, in the Great Covenant of 
Soul ; atid I cart live wpott 
were aeally 6y'Yar parvey fo when 1 am aſſured- 
thar if it | 
his Name, I ſhall 
can be contented , Leloers the Peace. 
of God and my own Conſcience, by the” 
Blood of -Chrift be ſafe. Amt in Wealth; 


world 2 This knowledge teacheth me- 
Humility, as knowing froth' whom I re” 
Fidelity , as kno to 


knowing the Honour of Lord is con”. 


tigher my employment '15y 
ation 
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x Tit greg dnt wot Or if it ſhould 


would thisbe to 
|; 2? which doubtleſs * Arr 
Miter krioww much more therein , without 
any pain {o the labour hereloft; 'or 
hoe Be ſuch' a HOT as will be 
ſiderdble'or unuſeful to it: And ſo, 
for the ftudics of Policy, 
ar, Mechanical Experiments, 


ro, "Laws, Cuſtoms, Hiſtories; 
within one minute after death 
WH! be as uſeleſs oily Fontan. of 2 
Taylor or Shoomaker are all dated 
for the convenience and of this life, 
'wirh it they vaniſh, ' Bur here is the 
yiledge' and advantage that this knows 
hath ; as it ſerves for this life, 'fo it 
ſerves for that to come; and the mote'it is 
Itiproved here, rhe more ſhall it be dilated 
lerrafter; the higher m{tafure thereof-T 
ltrain* here; the greater meaſure of Glory 
liereafter. AS the more kyowledge I have 
the rof Chriſthere, 'the greater 
is t a1 ifatiorn of he wildom , 
odnels, and love of God | "the greater 
and complacence; 'and delight id 
braid ſenſe, and the more my Jook 

Foo "oiit- iff love, and praiſe , 
Gbedicitce vnto him : $0 jn the life to come , 
#ht krowtcdge thall:i -improve, 'and confe- 


F i quently 


”"— of the Kwkdg 
ſeen! God: dee 


the.Soul, of love; and pratſe unto him, # 
delight, ad joriabie, ſhall Tinereae 
all eterni A 
2. Ast us the knowledge of Chr ChrittF 
4 him crucified, .excells all other 

ledge, and fo in "compariſon, thereof ,,, 
other knowledge, upon a 

is as nothing , ſ-;the Soul being rig 
vinced thereef , ſets. 4 gh: price upen t 
knowledge, than upon all other know 
beſides , it TT it highly an it ſelf 
others, reckons all are 


ecrament equa prnk 
Tap it , 1 am coat 
ena more timee inn attaining. 
and 1 will rob ther ſtudies a1 
of the time, thax otherwi 
ducible to attain the a 
rather than;thoſe ſtudies ſhou 
thar rime , that ſhould be allotted to this, 
My Timeis part of that Talent , ,which my. 
Maker hath put into my: hand , 
which he will at the great day demand. an 
accounts 


of Owe Cefe 6g 
3 andif Thave ſpentrhat Talent in 
,or in leſs profita- 
, my Arrear is (6 a6. m the 
Fl I bs conſumed my time in 
= E—_ honour,or wile, 
wor id, in how to E 
my ſelf with vain ary br tneceflary ES TH 
;. in unlawful or exceſſivepleaſurcs;'in 
lawfulor immoderate curioſities; which 
ight better have ſpent 'in the ſtudy of the 
ery of Chriſt , or the conformity un- 
torhat Will and Teſtament he lefr me, or 
ing my intereſt inhim, I have com- 
-mitred two follies at once: 1, Loſt my Ta- 
nt of time and opportunity, for whichT 
am accountable, as miſpent. 2. Loſtrhar 
advantage which I had in my hand toim- 
ve my intereſt in God, and favour from 
m, and love to him, and though I have 
fone ſo much, as may perchance preſerve 
main, yet T have omitted ſo much as 
= have more encreaſed my ſtock” of 
Grace and Glory, my talent might have 
ined ten, and at moſt it hath gained bur 
Co And ſurely when Death comes; the 
moſt comfortable hours, that can rerurn ro 
our Memorics, will be thoſe we ſpent in im- 


the true and experimental praQical 
Frowncag of Chriſt Jeſus, and him cruet- 


F ; 4. Con: 


= 


an gap: , to become a fool that be 
Wi Cor, 2. 18. 5A 
a Thus concerning the. firſt Conlidg, 
ration : 1 determine | 


net te know any 
thing , viz, nothing in compariſen of this 
run Lhe of Chriſt, nothing rather oy 
notthat, ſave Chrift Feſws, And trul 
might the Apoſtle make all other 
ledge give place to this, firſt , for the Ex- 
cellency of it, whereof before : ſecondly, 
for the _\mplitude and' Compaſs of it , fo 
though it be ſo excellent, that a ſmall 
dram of it is ſufficient to heal and faves 
Soul, if it be a right knowledge as is bes 
fore obſerved, yet it is ſolarge, that when: 
the beſt knowledge bath gone as far as is 
can, yet there is ſtill a/zquid w/tra:- One 
conlideration of it , even the Love of God 
acne bredth , _ le 3% and gapen, and 
ight, paſling knowledge, Eph. 3.18,19. 
ow. yet there be other depths and heights 
in it than this ; ſo that well might the Apo- 
ftle _— wee gre 1 Tim, ;, 16. With- 
out controverſie great # the myſtery of Goaline 
God manifefted in the rg Therefore or 
the preſent we ſhall conſider, ; 2 
435.0 I. Ti 
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of ever | 
yet, in. "x ; Ecernal alved ra 


relc 
bj the hands of his owa liberty, - 
gd eons foreſee that he would 
fall, yet be did ſubſticute and provide , 
even from the fame Eternity, a-meany 
whereby he might be reſtored tothe honour 
and glory of his Creatare, and his Creature 
to bleſſedneſs and the viſion of his Crea- 
tor. 2. That he {o ordered the means of 
man's Redemption, that a greater glory 
came even by that Redemprion, than zf 
man had never fallen, and a greater benefit 
w mankind : For the latrer,at is appareat, 
that if there had been no Mediator feat, 
the leaſt fin that any of the ſons of. men 
had committed , been inexorably fatal 
to them, without any means of pergens 
And as Adam, though in his ful liberty 
and power , was milled by temptation, (@ 
nigh. have he been , or any of his poſte- 
rity though he bad ſtood that ſhock, which + 
now is admirably provided agaialt , by the - 
F 4 latil- 
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A erent his 

without violation to his coy Truth ai 

ey 5 that glorious Attribute by whi 
faimeth Arefa Exod. 30. 

tore Lord God, M wp | 

Long-ſuffering, — 

Ling oe, ov ands , TT: nag yi 


uy ; tranſpre 
h ””o _ "hence y. " poke he { 


wonderfully the Redernption - 


Maiv ;' that all his Attributes were prefers 
ved inviolable : His Trath , The day Thad. 
eateſt thou ſhalt dye ; his Juſtice, yet his 
Mercy , his Love'to his Creature, yer his 
Hatred to Sin : his Son-ſhall dye to fati 
Kis Truth and Juſtice, yet the ſinner h 
live, "to farisfie his Mercy : the fin ſhall be! 
iſhed, to Juſtifie his Purity , yer his 
ertathre ſhall be ſaved, to manifeſt his Love 
and Goodneſs. ' And thus his Wiſdom overs 
ruled Sin, the worſt of evils, to the in- 
\ provement of es Glory, and the good ot 
yada -” 


* an 


| EO IDSEENE EVAEL 


rt , -whioh was'im | 
£0 fulfill , (hews us the wretchedaeſs of 
our condition , our inability to fulfill, whar 
juſt in God to require; ſhews us the 
F hecefficy of « Savidur, drives us to him , 
es this City of Refuge grateful and 
zeteptable, and makes us (et a value upon | 
thit Mercy , which ſo opportunely and | 
mercifully provided a Sacrifice for us in | 
' the Bloud of Chriſt : and a Righteouſneſs 


for us, in the Merits of Chriſt, and a Me- 
Gator for us in the Interceſſion of Chriſt : 
And by this means alſo all thoſe Sacrifices, | 
ies, and Obſervations en- 
| in the Levitical Law, which carried 
in themſelves a clear reaſon of their 
fiction, are now by the ſending of | 
iſt rendred ſignificant, 5. The wil- 2 
dom of God is magnified and advanced in p 
this, in fulfilling the Prophecies of the 
ſetding the Meſſizs to ſatisfie for the fins of | ' 
Mankind , againſt all the oppofitions and | 
alualties, and contipgencies thit without 
b. 4 1 t2 0 þ * an 


Redemption 
was the — why be was cratd 
placed upon/the Earth, ,, 8 orafc.and malia 
villany = men , andthe 
of Satan ,: to no apr hg yoo 
ſing that was or could be proviems-s 
mankind, beſides, and' above, and ag; 
the intention of the Inſtrument. LF 2.2 
Him being delivered by the determinate counts. 
_ and forcknowleage of God, ye have takemy 
vs hands heve crucified a ah 

The unſearchable wiſdom of God is 
Gſted i in that he provided (uch a 
ror that was fit for ſo great a worky 
all the world conſulted that God muſt ſuf; 
fer, it had been impoſlible, and had 
the world contrived that any man, of 
the men in the world ſhould have been & 
ſatisfactory Sacrifice for any one Sin,, it hz 
been deficient. Here is then the woadegl 
fal Counſel of the moſt high God : 
Sacrifice that is appointed thall be px on 

c 
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juſtly +'' 2. Thioking of us for 
gur. goed, when we fought it not, thought 
Ir fot ee rin el 
» and agam v Ing. 

Thinking of us not only for a Pardon , 
to provide for us a ſtate of Glory and 
nels. 5. When that was not to be 
obtained, ſaving his Truth and Juſtice , 
a S———_— Mediator , conliſting 
the divine and humane Nature united 
mone Perſon, in-the Perfon of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt , here was Love and Good- 
neſs of the greateſt magnitude that ever 
was, orever ſhall be heard of, and ſufficient 
conquer our hearts into admiration and. 
iſhment. But yet it reſts not here. As 

ſo loved the world that he gave his only 
ten Son, that whuſoever believeth in him, 

wot periſþ , but have everlaſting life : 

Jabs 3, 16. Sothe oaly begotten Son of God 


was 
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ildhood. 2. And not only muſt ty 

undergo this abaſement , but he muſt u 

o the condition of a mean, a lo# 
birth , born of a poor Virgin, in a Stat 
hid in a Manger, under the reputation-& 
a Carpenter's 3- And not only thug 
but as ſoon as he is born, muſt uſe the care 
his Mother to ſhift for his life away to Eg 
to prevent the jealouſie and fury of Her 
4. And when grown up to youth, he my 
undergo the form of a Servant, becoy n. 
a poor Carpenter to work for his living F 
without any patrimohy, or ſo much as Þ 
Houſe to cover him. 5. He comes abrc 
into the World to exerciſe the Mini 
and the Prologue to his own Tragedy 
ſtill poor, deſpiſed of his own Counrre 
men, and of thoſe that were of repearley ; 
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friould tike” upo 

char que neces 2 

GR Antld « Me) © 
dearth, £1 Hy 0k mnj 


E, "as pt ok 
et Perf $26 ſtould rather ' 
be a mt t bf fo much hotrour, 'fo mic 
indign that a myn might, think? 
rathet fl vyey Þ;-rablhnr fbrgorten, thti robe affet 
ro be known, , 


ond Cracifad. = 
nr togry on ir Goma'es 

in of ir muſt dye, cbe-flain'; be 

7 ir carriesin' ita | Ong _y 


{13 © Lake 2, T2. To) 
2 J00; 
b of that | 
ode known', ThoBinhof 
mos t0 citing \ ch ſenendd 
the ; > Hope and comfort to all Nations: 


ran 'the this SuriinGo darka 
|.2s the! ; be the chaiſeſt piece 
| ref him * which ſeems. = 
7ſt and ſtifle our-Hhopesz and 
þ-1i6 as iow pod the: 
iſmay'd-Di 
Rene bo which: 
ited ded. ; h51n2't wo toe 
>: forall chis/chivknowled "of Chridb 
ſus Crucified witl:appear toberhe moft 
tz] cottifortable, ukful kadwledge: 
orld;, [if we ſhall confider theft 
5; 142 Who'ig wasthar ſuffered. 
What - he ſufferod.” 3. From; whom. 


How he ſuffered, Ku For-whom. he 
ſuffered, 


med himſelf well pleaſed, 
Kut could no other pexſor- Ws 
mighr ſuffer. for the ſins of Man, but 
Son .of God e: Or if..the. buſine(s: of) [a1 


Salvation inuſt be tranſacted by hi 
could it not be without.ſaffering ; 

f 23 this * + No-: As there: 
other Name giver under Heaven, by,j 


£man, hem r-the wrath of his 
)er : if he will become fin-for man, 
no fin', he muſt become a 


ery , and excellent 
of knowledge ,. fo full of wonder and 


oniſhmeat, that the Angels gaze into it ; 
Ind as it is a ſtrange and wonderful thing 
it ſelf, ſo doubtleſs it was —_ ro 

and wonderful ends, bearing aduita- 


is unto the greatneſs of the Inſtru- 

| os This therefore is the firſt Conli- 

"2 tion that advanceth the excellency of 
: __—_—_— the perſon that was cruciz 


AI. what be ſuffered. Chriſt Jeſus and him 

axfy though alt the courſe of his life 
'& was a continual ſuffering, and the proam- 
& ble or walk unto bis eh, which wa 

> || 


thoug n 
thole CRLIO immediate,began 
the ration to the Paſsover;” The 
cil held 1 the chief Priefts'and Scri 
for the crucifying of our Saviour, was 
upon two days | before the' Paſso 
Matth. 26.2. Mark 14.1. And this 
the firſt ſtep to Mount Catvary : 
doubtleſs it was no ſmall addition to ow 
Saviour's Paſſion, that it was hatched 
the Council of the chief Priefts and Scri 
the then external viſible Church, the H 
bandmen of the Vineyard : '\Marth. ax. 35 
But this is notall, as the viſible Church 
the Fews is the Conclave where this Coug 
cilis formed , So Judes a Member of they 
ſible Church of Chriſt, one of the Twelw 
is the Inſtrument to effect it , Matrh.26:1% 
He contraQts with them for Thirty pieces 
Silver, to betray his Maſter uato-:thenls 
And ſurely this could not chooſe but be 
reat grief to our Saviour, that one of his 
le&t Apoſtles ſhould turn Apoſtate , 
thereby brought a blemiſh upon rhe reſt. big! 


Upon 


a 4 


4 
we 
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Fe 


Wo LOR - 
| Upon. che day of Eatiog of the Paſbover, 
the: firlt day of the Feaſt of unlea- 

Bread ,-our Saviour and his Diſciples 

the Paſsover together in Jeruſalem; 
ad: there the two 5 ny of our. Sa- 

Mlieored by God, and 1 acres going 

God ,, and the /ſraelites igoi 
f Egyp#; and the Bread and Wins, « 
er inſtituted by our Saviour, .toſuc- 
in the > of ohms: and each 


ueſtionlels make a deep impreſſion 
our Saviour, in which he anticipated 
Paſſion, and lively repreſented to him 
t breakingand pouring our of his Blaod 
Soul , which he was ſuddenly to ſuffer ; 
doubtleſs here began a great mealure 


,our Saviour's Paſſion; in the apprehen- 
which he had of that imminent Storm, 
he muſt ſpeedily undergo. From ” 

they go together to the Mount of | 
* Orves; and there he acquaints his Diſci+ 
"Nl ples of a ſpeedy and forrowful parting they 
uſt have, the Shepherd is to be (mitten 
, night , and the Sheep to be ſcattered ; 
wy wo as he foreſlaw Jude's treachety , ſoh 
\ lees Peter's infirmity ; the Storm ſhould. 
; ſo violent, that Peter himſelf , rhereſo- 
2 teſt Apoſtle, ſhall deny his Maſter thas, 
J tight, anddeny him thrice : And ſurel 
* If the foreſight of the diſtraRtion that fhould | 
as | G x befall 
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-' $% Offi. 
| befall his poor Diſciples, could'not 

but add une © their aye mbge 
tion, HMatrh. 26.71. | 
ded beenſe of we his might," m7 
-* And now let us follow our Blefſed Loi 
EE fs AR. 
called by the ftles Gethſemene 
the affections of love and wonder in 
meaſure becoming} ſuch an entertain 
of our thoughts. The Time that hec 
for this retiremerit was the dead time 
the night; a ſeaſon that mighe-the ay 
contribute to the ſtrength of that ſadneſs, 
which the pre-apprehenſiongof his imm 
nent Paſſion, muſt needs occaſion. The 
Place that hechoſe, a ſolitary retired Gar 
den, where nothing might, nor could 
interrupt, or divert the intenliveneſs & 
his ſorrow and fear: And to make- both 
the time and place the moreopportune for 
his Agony, he leaves the reſt of his Dif 
ciples, and takes with him only Peter and 
the two Sons of Zebedee, HMatth. 26.47 
And to theſe he imparts the beginning 
his ſorrow , that they might be witneſſes 
of it , CMatth, 26, 379. My Soul is 
ceeding ſorrowful , even unte death ; but ye 
commands their diſtance, verſ. 38. Tay 
ye here and watch with me, and be went 4 
little farther. Watch with me: The _— 
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ity —_ yet his fubeidion JON 
canflic {.was] ſo willing, that he 
that n to w# 
him. '- He went 4:/nite gy io | The 
Diſciples had daubtlels ja (1 
their Maſter's forrow.g an 
of -God: ſo orders jt, ro LED 
loye. and grief mult nog keep GiFce 
;nerwithſtanding, it was 'the 
of - their forrowtul Maſter. þ- + 
Ditiples flept , Matth,, a6,.49.; And thus 
tyery circumſtance of, Tyme, Place, gnd 
Perſons contribute to, a fad and: Ik 
dpporrunity for this molt terrible and tla 
tonflitd. And. now in; this as Rp 


.FY 


Wh 


44 


Th4d- 


mighty God puts his Son to grief, 20s 


him with our forrows, 1/«. 53.4. withdraws 
and hides from him the light of his fayour 
and countenance, interpolerh a thick and 
black cloud between the Diviaity and the 
one nature; darts into his Soul.the (ad 


we hy, manifeſtations, of his wrath 3 
a $ his Soul with one wave after 


another , {ends into hinthe moſt lite 
feappes pprehenſions of \ thoſe {ad and {every 

| he was the.next day to undergo, 
Legin/ho to make his Soul an Offerigg for 
AN and heighteas _ ſoxrow . 900d, 


the Soul!; and how to fillitwith 
blacft aftoniſhment and 


Fore unto him'; to throw into him 
fd end amazing -apprehenſions : of 
wrath as' was le tv be 'conliſteng! 
with the hunwdne nature to bear; to fors 
tifie 'and ſtrenpthen' his ſehſe of it, and 
forrow for, and under it, untothe utterl 
moſt , that ſo his grief and ſorrow and 
confuſion of Soul'might be brim-full, and 
as much as the ec cqnſtirution of a 
humane nature could poſſibly bear. And: 
wor now at this time the' Arm of the' 
BY God was bruiſing the Soul of his: 
on n: 1a53:18. And certainly the 
extremity of this agony within, mult needs 
be very great, if 'we conſider the ſtrange 
effefs it had without :- 1. That pathetical 
deſcription thereof 'that our Saviour himſelf 
makes of it z wMy fotel is exceeding ſorrowful , 
eveh unto death,” Marth. 26, 37. forrow- 
ful 7 exceeding (orrowful , forrowful unts 
death, and rhe expreſions of. the a” 4 
3 
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it alibl, {et this ps 
from me ; or, as Mark 14.36. Abba, 
Father , all things are\p ana thee , take 

away this cup from me. , 6, although thay 

this was the yery cad for .which he came 

into the World, the Cup which ia for- \ 
mer times he reached after,,. and was ſtrait- 

aed ill is were fulfilled; yer ſuch areproſen; 

tation there. is, thereof to his Soul, that 
although in the will of his obedience , he 
ſubmits, Not my will but thine be done : Ye 
his, 'nature ſhrinks and ſtarts at it 5 an 
he. cagageth Almighty God , as much as, 
gpon as great arguments. as was poſlible, 
$0. decliae the ſeverity of that wrath which 
he was now to grapple with: 1. Upoa 
theaccount of -his omnipotency ;. Ah things 
are-poſſuble #3 thee x1 - Upon; the rages 
k 4 


OO SO ODEOESRDR ARS TRARESESS 


neſt, but thrice repeated”, reiterated! 
5. that with” morg, earneſtpefs , © Ms 
t4. 29. And epais hewent awiy , andprafi 
ed, and [puke the [ame words + Luke 22. 
And being in an agony be prayed more earn 
Certaialy , that impreſfion” upon his 
that cauſed him to deprecate that for whi 
he was born; ts deprecate it ſ6 often' 5 


earneſtly, muſt $ be a ſorrow and as 


prehenſion of a very terrible and e 


extremity. 4- Such was' che weight « 


his ſorrow and confuſion of ſoul ,' that, it 


even exceeding the ſtrength of his (hs 
mane) nature to bear it, it was 


dy rh 


diſſolve the Union between: his Body” ahd 


Soul, inſomuch that to add farther ſtrength. 


unto him , "and capacity to undergo the 
meaſure of it,, an Angel from Heavens 
ſent, not {meerly] to comfort , but'ts 
ſtrengthen him, to add a" farther cg 
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fromthe" rhing he felt and feared ," bur did 


ly ſu and' ſtrengthen him to bears 
rally wicker of it: And as the' men- 
of his was increaſed ;,” fo was 


the' burden which he muſt undergo; in- 
creaſed , for after this.he prayedagain more 
catneſtly the third time , Lake 22.43. The 
fupply o his ſtrength was ſucceeded: with 
inaddition of ſorrow , and the increaſtof 
his forrow was followed with: the greater 
importunity'; He prayed more earneſtly, Heb. 
y; 9. With ftrong crying and tears, Luke 22. 44. 
And bring in anAgony , the' prayed more 
earneſtly , and his Sweat was 'as it were great 
drops of Blood falling down #0" the ground, 
This was his: third Addrels to his Father , 
Mfntth, 26. And here'was the higheſt 
pitch of our Saviour's Paflion: in the Gar- 
den,” His Soul was in 8n/Agony, inthe 
greateſt concuſſion, confufion,: and extre- 
miry of ſorrow, fear, anguiſty and aſtoniſh- 
inednv, that was: poſſible to be inflicted by 
ft0: 


the 


mnt 07 SS PF &oCOD_TCRESAOCOECETIT YT m7, ec Ae eF/Fs 


his body, that the like! was never” 
or:fince. Thefeaſon of | the year 


flicers had made-a -fireof coals, - 
it :was cold: ; and the: ſeaſon of the tion 
wascold , 'it was , as nearas we may guels 
about midnight," when the Sun was:2t;hi 
greateſt 'diftance , and obſtructed in 
influence by the interpolition of the Earth's 


for it appears - they came rwith Lanthorng 
and Torches when they.apprehended-hin 
Jobn 18.3. And he was brought tothe 
Prieſt's Hall; a little before Cock-crowingy 
zfter ſome time had been (peat in his Exas 
mination, Marth. 26,69. \ And yer far 
this, ſuch is the agony and. perturbatit 
of our Saviour's Soul ; that zn this.c6 
ſeaſon it puts his body in a.ſweat., a (wei 
of blood , great drops-of blood ,, drops 
blood falling down to the. ground; -aod 
certainly it was no light conflict withi 
that cauled ſuch a ſtrange-and un- 
{2 {ymptom 
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terrible that his blood'; the ſeat of his ve 
tal ſpirits, cauld-no lor ide the ſenſe of 
ſtarted our' in'a ſweat: of blood, 
and) ſuch a ſweat, that was: more than 
ef:hymane nature. Andd 5 time , 
exec from the cating of the Paisover until 
rear gof Savk ih cially: 
ng of our Saviour lay. 
i6not only, in his ſoul. Almighty God 
was wounding of his ſpirit , makin 
his foul an offering for fin : And though 
the diftint , and clear manaer of thi 
ca Aro Saviour's ſoul cannot be 
by us, yet ſurely thus much 
we may conclude concerning it: 1, He 
Fa ſin for us ; that knew noſin, 2. Cor, 
$421; he ftood under the impuration of all 
oar-ſins, and though he were perſonally 
lanocent , yet judicially and by way of in- 
terpretation, he was the greatelt offender 
that ever was, for the Lord laid upon him 
the iniquity of us all: ſs.53. 6. 2; And 
conſequently he was under the imputation 
of-all:the guilt of all thoſe ſins, and ſtands, 
igrelatioa unto God, the righteous Judge, 
mer rhe very i fame:obligation to; what- 
loovex puniſkment the very perſbns of the 
mh * | offendors 
a 


. 
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Saviour, as'it. m 


ſperation and fin 
2 fion of the'w 


him. The-purity andjuſtice of 
hath III it hates, bur fin, 
purſue fig wherever it findiat : and as? 
it finds fin perſonally inaman,” the w 
of God ' will abide there fo long as:4in 
abides there, ſo when it finds the lame 
aſſumed by our Lord, - and bound: ag 
were to him, as the Wood was to {ſas 
when he was laid upon the Altar: he 
Wrath of God could not chuſe but be 
prehended as incumbent-upon him 5+ 
that fin that by imputation lay upon dam 
were diſcharged. For as our Lordi was 
pleaſed to be our Repreſentative in bearing 
our fins, and to ſtand in our ſtead 3-19 
theſe affetions and matians of his Sou 
bear the ſame conformiry, as if aQegdiby us: 


As he put on theperſon of the finner; Johe 
puts on the ſame ſorrow, the fame ſhanitzthe 
{ame fear, the fame trembling, under theap: 
prehenſion of the wrath of hi Father,ths 
we muſt have done: And fo A / 
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in, and guilt of aur na- 
- fo he ſtands under the curſe of our 
nature, to wit ,. 2 neceſſity of death, and 
aapegonng the wrath of  Gad+for that 

e puniſhment he hath undertaken 
forus : the former , the diffolution of his 
body and ſoul __ molt accurſed death , 
and the latter the ſuffering of his ſoul ; and 
this latter he is now under. 


is plea- 


ſed to inflit uppn him all the maniſe- 


fhations of his wrath , and to fling into his 
foul the ſharpeſt and ſevereſt repreſentations 
of his diſpleaſure that might poſſibly be- 


. all him under that bare imputed guilt , 


conſidering the dignity of his Perſoo. And 
lurely this was more terrible to 'our Sa- 
viour than all his corporal ſufferings were : 
under all thoſe not one word , no pertur- 
bation at all, but as a ſheep before his 
ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his 
mouth : but the ſenſe of rhe diſpleaſure of 


his Father, and the impreſſions that he 


makes upon his foul, thoſe he cannot bear 
withvut ſorrow, even unto death, oo: 
me 


, 
and agony upon 

ation of the wr 
Fo iea in theſe !two = pri 


+ . Filling his © ſoul with ſtr " 
vicla fears and terrors. , that 
he was in an amazement apdcontrats 
on of ſpirit, the Paſſfion-Plalm renders i iey' 
Pſal. 22. - heart is like wax ,'it 
ary int hm wy. Bowels : 

- oh .- irits fl fed; that Boer 

—y* rar _ {oi it, = bruiſe 

male is foul wit with terrors; 

fears , and (ad pre-appre pprebeaſion of worle 
to follow. 

2. A ſcnſible withdrawi s by haſty 
and (wiftdegrees, the light the preſence, 
and favour of God: He is forrowful and 
troubled, and he goes to: his Father ta 
deſire it may paſs from bim, but no aas 
ſwer ; he goes Ty but yet no anſwer g 
and yet under the prefſute andextremity j 
he goes again the third time with more 
earneſtneſs, agony, a ſweat of blond's 
no, it cannot bez and rhis was a terfi 
condition , that the light of elic-countes 
nance of the Father is removed front his 

| 
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dep. i waSeven quite gone; But at that 
great hour , when our Saviour cried My 


the Light of the Sun , ſeemed to be under a 


total Eclipſe, and this was that which brui- 


ſd the Soul of our Saviour , and made it an 
Offering for Sinz and this was that which 
wrung [drops of Blood from our Saviour's 
body , before the Thorns, or Whips, or 
the Nails, or the Spear had tora his yeins. 


And 


a ſad Transfiguration- ' of their. 
under an agony and ſweat of blood; ar 
now under an extaſie* of "ſorrow 
not able to watch with their "ne 
hour. Our Saviour callsthem, but whiles 

were ſcarce awakened , they are 
rouzed by a louder alarm, Aa:th.a6. 47% 
Whilet he yet ſpake , Judas, one of the twelus 
came, aud with him af hors ynrarchy th 
ds and ftaves from the hich Priefts , | 
oy her} pur. and _ ! fe- cough 
this was little in compariſon of the ſtoras 
that was in our Sayiour's ſoul, yer i 
an appearance, at ſucha time of the nig 
and to a perſon under ſuch a ſad condition 
could not but be terrible to fleſh and blood 
eſpecially, 1f we confider the circumſtances 
that attended it. 1.- Ag Apoſtle, oncot 
the twelve , he it is that concnaly 
ac 
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$Ys Him by 4 
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RL, 
ts; $7. tir rm had wy 


And tharey vf bur Saviouy pre» 
2thiraculous cure; "might ha 
= to the fobtenp and in | 
| © of a ur :” He rebyites the 
nel if is -Diſti p19! 46d cutes the 


bf hivEnciny Ag gin, of cone 
qo age 16, hes of he __— = 
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we 


Mes, 
fo ſook h ins apt Jed; am - Frye gr 
bur now- had profeſſed 


. Ss 8. 


—— i. 


C 2.5 
[| 


To 


£2q 
41 
De 


[8$. »:and | 

a og; {6.far was be 
= verlity 

"at t hat 


| of. Chriſt Courifien. ©99 
nee 
ceof ourSaviour, Txdrs-: 
61. oo the Lord turned and 
ter; certainly chat look: of our Saviour , 
» it-carricd' @ [ecrer ineflage of a 
reprebenfaod , foalfo of much forrow, and 
ia ovehad: As'it he ſhould have 
d,, * Al@:& , 'canſt thou (ce thy 'Sa- 
*yjour-chus uſed, and 'wikt' thow norown 
«mee Or-if thou wilcnoe'; yer mult rhou 


* needs detry me, deny merhrice, deny me 
*vich Oo and with Exectations 4 The 
*unkindneks' of 'a Dilcipht; nts 
« ciple, that hiſt been Glory 
*my Tra aration, | Aboay 
*in rhe Garten; curs' me- eh pe 
*{corns ang derifion of thee: 


* rhac's norall ; this Apo ofchineahes 
*Denials;' Obi chele Exccrations, 
*xwill tic travy pon me-angn\, and add! 
*to' that unſupportable burden: rhar I am 
"under ; the Thorns, and rhe'Whips, and 
*rhe Nails rhar I muſt ano fuffer , 'will 
*be the more'eavenomed by! thele bins of 
*rbine ; and thou caſteſt moregall into thas 
rand, Cup; that I am g, than 
« 244 the | milice) of mine Enemics could: 
*do. nad 4 oo 'rhough chou goeſt our, aod 

theſe vins of thing 
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MEL 
Lo not 
Ta wen >r1 hoy ſome tears , bor they malt oof 
«me my bload. 

;The next morning the þ Priefts and 
Elders hold. m—_—— ———— 
as. jt was day, Zute 22.66. ———— 
Oats end eterabe 

n 
ws bien, a her hy bad inc 
bim with Blaſpbemy, the Council and the 
whole multitude lead him bound to Pi 
and there they accuſe him and, to 
their acculation the more gracious , charge 
him with Sedition againft ' the - Rowensþ 


and though he had no other Advocate but 
Silence > rage for he anſwered 


OG HY 23. 5 - EE 


on yet, to ſhift his 

meot, and to gratific an Ad 

him to Hered, and his accuſers How him 
thither allo, Lake 23. 10. The chief 

and Scribes vehemently accuſe him : 
when he had farisfied his curioſity in the 
ſight of Jelus,. to add to the ſcorn of our 
Saviour , expoleth- hum +9 the derifion of 
tys rude Souldiers , and cloaths him ins 
gorgeous Robe, and remands him to Pilates 
Thus in criumph and ſcorn: he-is ſent from 
Place-to place; - or” ——— then 10 
as . Caiaphas; 
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whe: and in all thoſe tranſlations 
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a> 
and from 


to place, expoſed unto,and entertai- 
arg new ſcorns, and deriſions , and 

e6arcmprs. 
# Ar his return to Pilate, he again the (e- 
cond time declares his Innocence z "that 
geither he- nor Herod found any thing 
worthy of death, Zate 23. 15. And yet to 
ihe the Jews, he to have him 
ow , whom he pronounceth Innocent x. 
yet 'to avoid the groſs injuſtice of a ſen- 
tence of Death, offers to releaſe him, to ob- 
rve their cuſtom ; but this could not 
latisfie: To preſerve their Cuſtom, and 
yet to fulfill their malice, they chooſe rhe 
reprieve of Barabbes a Murderer,, and im»: 
the cruecifying of the Innocent 
us, and now the third time Pilate pro- 
nounceth him Innocent , Zeke 23, 22. and 
delivers him over to be crucified. 
Executioners did it to the uttermoſt., 
and, to add pain and ſcorn to higſcour- 
ging , put upon him a Crown of thorns : 
in this Diſguiſe of Blood and Con- 
tempt , he A 7 ſhews hum 
3 to 


to tus profecucors, Jabs 19/5.) Bebolef ohh 
mary ; as if de-ſhould have faid, «*YouTJewy 
« that have accuſed this man; muſt know 
I find no fault in bimy yer to dari 


« yo , I havedelivered hi 
Ky rn ike feverctt and vilchpuaitnne 
<« next unro Death, Scourging ang Scorny 
t here he is, ſee whata Spectacle iris, let 
« this ſatisfie your envy. Bur all this will 
not ſerve, there is nothing below the vileſt 
of Deaths can fatisfie 4 all cry our, Crucifie 
him: And when yer the Judge 
he finds nothing worthy of , they 
impoſe a Law of their own ; wt have 4 
Lew, and by our Law hr ade aki, henna 
he male himſelf the Son of God, But whey 
this rather made the Judge the more cau« 
tious , they engage him upon his fidelity $0 
Ceſar his Maſter : He that maketh himſelf # 
King , ſpeaketh againft Ceſar: But all 
this was not _— 2 roms ay the 
mportuniry of the Prieſts an re 
vaild , ww Pilate who had been beſo 
warned by the monition of his Wife , and 
had rheſe feveral times pronounced hin 
inhocent , yet againſt the conyiRtion of his 
own Gonſciznce, to fſatisfie and content 
the Jews, add this farther Cruelty and in- 
juſtice to what he had befote done, gave 
ſenxence that it ſhould be ps thiey RI 
e 
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and oruc pa foe vie uſed in ob- 
horn "His Croweof Thorns u 
head; a Purple Robe upors his z- the 
Min deovil Rio kisch h whe 
SV a in iis right 
and the baic and infolent moltitade with 
; and Stroaks, and 091.4; ways 
him, till his Croſs: be ready 2 
thea the Purple Robe is raken off, and hs 
canducted to: the place of his Execution z 
and,'to add. torment to'his ſhame, our 
RBlefſed Lord, wr ge _ an Agony, and 
log watching —_— before; and from 
the time of ha his apprehending hurried from 
to place, and his Blood and Spirits 
with the Scourgin Thorns 
and Blows, and, which yrs. os From more than all 
this , a Soul within laden with the weight 
of Sorrow , and the burden of the Wrath 
of God , which did drink up and con- 
fume his Spirits : yer, in this conditiorr, 
he is fain to bear his burdenſom Croſs to- 
wards the = of his Execution ,' John 
I9. 17. *till he was able to carry it 00 
longer , but even fainted under it, and 
H 4 then 
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of our Saviqur's -Body, his Hands and 
Feet nailed to that Croſs , with great Nai 
through thoſe tender parts full of N 
and Arteries, and moſt exquiſitely ſenſi 
of pain, And-in this conditioa the Croſs 
with our Saviour's Body is raiſed up is 
the view of all, and, that even in this his 
execution , that the ſhame and ignominy 
of the manner of his Death might have 
a farther acceſſion of ſcorn and reproachy 
he is. placed between two Thieves, that 
were crucified with him, with an Inſcri 
ption of Deriſion upon his Croſs, in 

the moſt Univerial Languages. of the 
World, Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; and 
the People and Prieſts ſtanding by with 
geſtures and words of derifion, Marth, 
27. 39,43. and, even to a Letter; aſſuming 
thole very geſtures and words, which wa 
0 
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him. 94+» 4 r þ 
- And now our. Saviour is under the tor- 
ments and ſhamed of this curſed execution : 
but, though theſe his ſufferings of his Body 
outward Man, were very grievous, in 
{o much that it could not but extremely 
it himz yet it is ſtrange to ſee how 
under them, in all 
is Contumelics, Reproaches, and Accuſa- 
tions, ſcarce a word an{wered : He anſwered 
them nothing ta alt his Abuſings, Strokes, 


Ridiculous Garments, Crown of Thorns, 


tearing of his Body with Scourging\ yer 

not 2 word, but, C4 4 fheep before the 

ſhearers us — ened not' his month : 
his 


WJ 33-7: In ackings upon the 
, and nailing of his Limbs to it, and 
all the aoguiſh, , for the ſpace of: fix 
hours; from the 'third hour, wherein he 
wascrucified;' Mark 15.25. until the ninth 
hour, wherein he gave up the Ghoſt, 2carch. 
27{46. not a word bf' complaint ; but he 
refuled' thoſe very ſupplies which were 
ulually given to ſuppreſs the violence a 
{12 | 


wa upon | | $ © 
again, aod a third time , nds Lind 
and (orrowful, to death , and ſweats drops 
of blood: And doubtles whiles 'he: ww 
under the Reproaches; and Buffetings| 
and Whippiogs , and Thorns, he was not 
without a terrible 'and confuſed ' ſadnes 
and heavineſs within, which 


ty 

did not mitigate the torments of his Bofly, 

they did infinitely jexcced them, T 

iIrit and the foul is moſtexquiſitely ſenſi; 

, and it is that whith feels the pai 
inflited upon the body. | Certaialy 
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fore the wound of the fpirit it (elf, the 
fountain of ſenſe, muſt needs be exceeding} 
grievois. And hence it was, that 
all the iepa—ns and Torments of our 
viour could ſcarce wriog a complaint froa 
bim , yet the weight of: that wrath chat I} «ju 
lay upon his Soul, now made an Offering | «1; 
for Sin, did wring from him thoſe bitter || « 
and terrible cries, that one would wonder Þ} « y, 
thould procced from him , that was One | « 0 
with the Father, Math. 27.46. My Ga || «1 
my God , why hait thes forſaken we f From 
the 


Nt 


2 
2: 
3 


ET 
E $6 


"+ 


and the 'Sun hin 
diſmal fiadow', that co 
Saviour's - Soul all this time: 
ninth hour, our Saviour cried chat 
bicter Cry , Ady God, wy Cod; why baft rhou 


FL 


Th 


aatries in it an accent of horror. * Thee , 
«har art rhe great God, from whom, and 
*1n whom every thing hath its being and 
*comfort , ſurely if in thy preſence is ful- 
«neſs of joy, in thy withdrawings muſt 
« be fulne(s of horror and confuſion, and 
«yet is thou that haſt forſaken me. For- 
«4ſuken >: Hadſt thou never been with me , 
*zs { had not known the bleflednels of 
7 Fruition , ſo | could not bave meaſu- 
*red thee ity of my Loſs, theexceſs 
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*ofthe nappi I had in thy Preſence, 
"adds co the excds of my mitery in the 
«ſuffering of -thy Abſence. me : 


©* not 


yo8 —=Of-ihe: Keble? 


* aot withdrawn thy {elf to adi | be 


* forſaken me, and-forſikea me. at | 

«time as this, when: Þ ſtand more iff 

*need of thy preſence than ever, [0 
<amFforlakenof my Countrey-men, of 


« Kindred , of my Diſciples: then to be 


* forlaken of thee, when I am under the 
©* ſhame and pains of acruel, and a cu 
*death under the ſcorns and deriſions 
*thole that hate me, under the weight, 
« and preflure of all the ſins of the world; 
< under the ſtruglings with'terrors in 
* foul, ſent from thy mighty hand, u 
« the viſible approach death, the Ki 
< of terrorsz vader vailof darkneb wi 
<Qut., and the ſeeming triumph of the 
wer of darkneſs within to be 
aken, and forſaken of thee, whe 
w, « had only left to be my ſupport. Forſaken 
« Me: It is pm by Son — that thou for- 
«ſakeſt, it is th oy only Son in' 
« whom thou didf = 
« ſelf well pleaſed: — 
« thou now forlakeſt , 
* duty uato thee , a 
« thees but ſtill layes hal — 
« though thou ſbakeſt meek, yet my "muſt 


« ſtill call -upon ' thee , 'with Ne humble: 


« confidence of My God,My God till. -' why 
« baſ thes forſaken me ? Toke oraen, _ 


Layton pete nee 


"YT 
.-- 
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wat pomperaſan oy oe 
*20d 
tknow w 


that 
tg 
thou 


— _ 


So 


wider * and 'wert willing A 
in'our ſouls ſtead ;-and bea ibefin.of 
which are. now: nee; aid 

ve may, with alb 
wactive,, that:er che time: of this bitter 


AO Criſs. 


109 
yof die 


that ar fuch a= no ne 


-Oh by FORT ads 
t own Spirit 

_ mn Stray = ye 

war exp-y doth tell 

and > thy. (elf within ſome = 


thou now ask why? - Did 
ecven that which Mn enced 


ilicy _— 


,:our Saviour's Soul:was , for. the pre- 
,< overſhadowed: with! & much be 
aifkment 20d: fortaw , that 42 did for the 
 over-power and. cover ate: actual 
ad diſtin& -fenſe- of the'real6n of its [at 
kaſt in that meaſure and degree in which 
ſuffered. ' This: ary of -vur Saviour was 
ut the 'ninth; hour , 2 lite before: 
2th; ' and having fulfilleg: ant Prophecy 
i this. tertible-cry ; co ut.thevxery 
words of; P/ak 22. the. IN.adtorher 5 be 


kirtt'5-7 ebirft © Jebw 29:28. Apd 

they. give' him. /Vinegar:: pag nr 

os this and tris death: there: A 
1 theſe 


paſſapes 5 in.) His) proctriming. wth 
ward cher ak ng of our 


gran ag oj prog 
F Ar, n /%0 
ſecond cry with 


c of nature was notxwhai 
rhecrizd with a loud voice. 31'T 
- þ TY | his Souluaro by 
| De 24546: Fithen 


wit r It 


was < ow his Soul ,thar made him -c 


ou Ls ts loud and bitter dty, yer 
Cloud is over,” and with: comfort he 
vers uptis Soul into che-handy of rharGe 


Zenirh of all his pains, abd when hel 
wy 
/,yet now there remained' ng 

r-him- 20 gi 15 Spiri 


which Jy ad, pag o rig 
'e power ST SFTRE: 1 
Pale it 4g4i.;,. hg | 


- 


' t well knew, 


| ; aid ull tb? confirm ou PH 
the this wiv ine rhe ſr ad Uhi 


he was 


<xaQly 

the welt enki hredde 8, z{c 
” Lamb, in ———— 

4. 53-7-. [amb wirhobrfb6t |; Ex4l.5 

in the time-of his deliver over to! eat 

at the Feaft of the Paſsover, and thev8 

'evening wherein the Paſsover' WH Se 

cearen': In the manner'-of his Oblarit 

not a bone: ro be broken ; Exod.” £1 

Again, themanner ofhrs Dearth 

his Hands and his Feet, - Bibys 4 7 


p +995. he Di 


ene 
ES LIG'Y NE lors jour upon 
 09te ging hs pt 


gvio pK Deckncl four 
> fark hour until che ninch hour. And 
$.is obſeryable, in the night wherein he 
#s born , by a miraculous lighr, che night 
ame as day , Zoke. 2. 9. But at his Death, 
mi ulous Darkneſs tatned the Day into 
ipht for thrice hours, Aatth, 27. 45; * 
F his Birth, s new Star was creat tobe 
fe Lamp and Guide unto the 
bs Birth , Marth, 2.9, Bur at his Deh 
h Sun in the Firmament was masked with 
Krkgeſ(s, and yielded not his Light, while 
the Lord of _ ws I OI 
pPenk.. p ain, another EIT 
tcomp Death of Chriſt ; was an 


— 2 "—_ rent- the Rocks, and 
bhe Graves , and firake amazement 
1 conviction iaro the Centurion, that 

was 


EAN 3y | 
10ur, "9.17 


ny oak the carth « 0 


Arby Lath og 
£85, MER q: cnducany Fo ha, 
bogtes. of \the. Saints. groſs: 
ons of the bones of A/ghs cauſed « ki 
of reſurretion , 2, Kings 13, als, fel 6) " 
viour's body, new faln eo the carth ,. al 
give a kin of particular. reſurrection. 
the Saints hedker bo teſtifie that by bis death 
he bad healed the deadiynels of rhe Gray 
and that the ſauisfaction of Sin was accc 
. - Pliſhed, when Death , the wages of Si 
was this Conquered. 

4. Again, the Vail of the Tengve was 
in-rwain from the top to the bottom, 3444 
27, 57. the Vail was _ which dividi 
the moſt holy place from the reſt of i 
Tabernacle, Exod, 26. 33- andin that 
Holy place were contained the myſeric 
Types, the Ark of the Covenant , and 
Mercy-Seat; and within this Vail ealy,th 
high Prieſt eatred once a year, when 4 
made an atonement for the People and fat 
the. Tabernacle, Zevit. 16. 33. Heb. 9. % 
and now at,our Saviour's death, this'V 
was rent , from the top to the bottom, 
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valled, 4tid td6lofed Uh, within hs 
ul, is now brought to light through the 
l, 2 Tits x. to; attd the viilrent in 
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is given , the Body of Chriſt, 
the Temple, { 


Heaven, the molt Holy Place, isc 

to all Believers: C our High Þ f 
ea Toa Pay rad op] ox 
cloſed the vail after him, but rent it in fi 
der, and made and left a for all 
lievers to follow him, Ao mes] cbr 
accels to the glorious God , and : 
our perſons ; Heb. 10, 19. 20. Heving they 
fore boldneſs to enter into the ran by 
blood of Jeſus, by a new and living 

he hath conſetrated for ua, chronghr Fo. vail ji 
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And now we have gone thus far 
our Lord unto his Death, we ſhall 
him to his Grave. ofeph of Ari 
having an honourable mention by hy 
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oo Eb 
[Th 
»- TI 6 


gu 


if 


+ 


cir 


=o of the 
”= . Grave W! 
h/the 'rith in bis Death, The 


continued their malice, and 


jb bay wc: 
EEE | 
EEE 
i 
we cage 


od = 0>24 
while our Sanur + 


THEE ELEEPELSTELMETPELEESES FRY © 


on 


= SE ſe 


grave, 


> TE 


; 
4 
o 
fl 
n 


bien. for © witoels of the/reatiop 
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Dtcree: a0ifefted inthe Scriphires. 
ight have reafluimed life inthe next 
after his Death: - For the Debe eo 
the Fuſtice of -God 'was fully (ſatisfied, and 
hidcontinmancein'the Grave unril the third 
day, vas fot by thepower of Dearh, which 
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»And now we-come- to the confideration 
rr of ourLord , by which 
| declaredto.be- the Sory of God' wirk 
pawer, and by which the fulnels and com- 
$s of our Redemption by him , is 

ly manifefted. He choſe thartime 

wdic, whenthe Pakover wabThiin'; thar 
time wherem \Ldaw was created, the fixeh 
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- An Ang | 
down to draw: the . Curtain of I- 
our's Grave, atid with an; Earthquake 
rolls away the ſtone that covered 1 ? = 
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* ſtricken with aſtoniſhmeat , -and becami' 
as dead ; Matth, 28, 2, ;, 4 Our ' Lord 
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the AﬀZED mm ran four 
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29 God, why thaſt ahos forſaken md ?, 
injurics of. .an Edemy neatly om, uf 
vhe forſakingsiof a Father 'are-{ato 
1. The immediate (inſtruments:46d- Con 
trivers mw _ _ gs _ ſuck: as 
4/ Nearn c10n _ va7 i peaple | 
the(ame' Namon 4 and his. Kitifalenaoods 
dirig /to tho -Hleſb 4 the feed of br ahoiy 
People of his owe Religianty ithas worſhigs 
ped'the fame God, acknowltdged.rhe fad 
Scripture, the vilible Church of God , and 
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* ſtice that ſpared not thy Innocence , but 
*an improvement of Envy that did ma- 
*lign thy, very Goodneſs. Marth. 27. 18. 
Iir be knew that for emvy they had delivered 


2, He ſuffered all Patienth ; Tha. 53. 7. 
He 


Av'wal 


fo the” 
Frearer 's Tomb, þ 
Betrayed by his Diſci 
the black'guard that appre 

ached and vilified by mo 

lders,forſaken and Send by wb 
ſtricken , ſpir upon , and Doty In of 
the abjeds In © high Prieſts Hall, 
ded by Herod, inſulted upon by Pilk 
Knoweſt thoa wot that 1 heve potver” ts col. ah 
demn thee 2 whipt , cloathed in ſcora' wi 
purple., and crowned with a crowtt 
thoras, and in that diſguiſe ſaluted ig ſ&vy 
with Heil King of the Jews: forced tot 
his burdetiſcit Crofs , which muſt It 
wards bear him, and thett, as one of thi 
baſeſt of met and viteft of nile Ms; 
nailed ro the Croſs with moſt eX(t 
ment ; and then , by one of his 
ons in Death, by od enzral cabbde | 
were about him, by rhe {uperſtirrous Scribes 
and Elders, reproached as a blaſphertier ,; - 
an impoſtor : and yet in the midſt of all chi : 
uſage, ſcarce .4 word fpoken , and tho 
that he fpake, nor favouting of at Impx . 
tience , or Complaint againft his Perſec® 
tors, but fall of Mildneſs, Gentlenth 4 dl 


Sweetneſs, Goodneſs, and whites his Perſe. 
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Appears 10 t 
particulars : 4. 2h oboe hen 

Li Be ge to reſfcus. þi "as 
+. infolence linen rang yet he 
t. not ; one Angel armed by commil- 
m God., inone night. diftroyed. 2 
Army of the Aſſyrians, and -upon the 
of our Lord, ao teſs than twelve Le- 
Is were ready for his Guard-:, But yet 
s.mult not, be ; How then ſball the Serip- 
hibe jules f þ Matth. 27: 53, $4-- When 
& compan were (cat to apprehend 
heard T- words, 14 4 , they went 
ward- and fell to the ground, John 
6. The fame power by which they fell, 

a ſo /bound them never to have 
; but our Lord , though — 
"this power to evidence Divi 
, yet he ulſeth it not fo far as to im- 
bus Paſſion, and as it were, relumes 
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perform for mankind. qv 
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his humane nature to ſhrink at its 
Father , ſave me from this hour , ford 
cauſe came 1 tot rad þ FIT, RY 
_ nh be | 
w_, 4s TI 44 
with: —_ even whiles the i 
his lrumane nature fiarred ar the a; ppreha 
ſion of Whar he was to ſuffer, and x 
againſt ir, yer the freenels and x 
is cbedicace cad him on o ity 
made him, as it Dm = 
had before pr = ak bony? 
pre, wm Goren of that 
t he was now to chrome 
love to mankind and his ugh, yer 


obedience to his Father's will earried ht 
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| to the Politician ith advifing 
ger Fete his ſuffering , how 
| y doth he take him up >? Get thee 
we : The Cup which my Father hath 
© I xvii we fo drink, ſhall T mot drink it ? 
forward zeal of the Diſ- 
drew his Sword, and cut off a Ser. 
of che High Prieſts Ear, our Lord 
decks the aſſailant, and cures the wound z 
SY kt any thing ſhould retard the execution 
Jj of that thing for which he came into the 
World , or import the leaſt 
I kickwardneſs in him to undergoit, Matth. 
6.32. Joh. 18.11. It is very obſerva- 
ble to foe how Pilate was ready to flutu-« 
upon every occalion , and ſhifted from 
to place, and from point to point, 
decline the condemnation of our 
ard : When he anſwered him nothing, 
marvelled, and was at a ſtand upon 
filence, Matth. 27. 17. When he heard 
bh accuſation to be, La he made _ 
ic 


az Nſeries 
oo the Sor; of God, the. way the mor 
fraid.. Job. 19, 8. He had: feerer £ 
from his own Gouſcience, and; \ | 
rmmrney _ his Wife, than 
_ i 10.8 great yerplanie 
which was ſcarcely conquerab 
he importunity of the Jews. And, if 
the midſt of this. unreſolvedneſs and- 
tancy of mind, our Saviour ſhould ig I. 
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one anſwer of his, - have'ſent fort 
majeſty and (trength of conviction, .t 
could eafily, and upon former occaſions 
done, certainly the Jews mult have ex 
ed the coming of another Deputy to 
been the Executioner of this purpoſe. 
our Lord was ſo far from decliniog this graft 
work of our Redemption by his Bload 
that he ſeems purpoſely to decline that 
majeſty of ſpeech, mich he could 
have «do his Judge, and either a 
ſwered him with filence, or with ſuch e 
preſſions as might not too much affright 
him from the proceeding in that ſad impleys 
ment. Joh, 16, 11, Thou conldiF have mw 
power at all againit me, nnleſs it were gives 
thee of God. Though he blamed the mal 
of his'accuſers, he admits and EP 
authority of his Judge, 

V. Let us conider For whom be ſuffered 
all this. 1. The perſon. for whom he & 

er 
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ted deſt+ved V3 wve 2) The expreſſions of 
T 49k I Of 
che Sctiptur-ire full iyebix; Row, 5.798. - 
rr args 6 
F to dye i but God commendeth hjz love 
o ds us in #h48, while wt were yet Sinners, 
hf dyed FoF i 5 the objeds upon which 
t looked  vport *in his ſufferings were 
darkneſs, Eph: 5: 8: children of wrath, Eph. 
#3. Aliens fromthe Commonwealth of 1ira- 
ſtrangers from the Covenant of Promiſe , 
| g #o hope, & without God jn the world, 
phel. 2: 12: 'See but 'what a Monſter the 
beſt'of us were in our natural condition , 
when every power of our Soul and Bod 
was quite cortupted from the uſe and end; 
for which they were made, Rom. 3: 9,10, 
t$e: 2, As it was for thoſe that deſerved 
it got, nor any deliverance by it, ſo it was 
for a company of Creatures that were #9 
way ſolicitonttor, nor ſought after redemp- 
tion; ſuch as were ignorant of their own 
wiſery, and no-ways endeavouring aftef 
Mercy. Thus He was found of them that 
fovght him not; and ſurely little ſeeking 
could be found of ſuch as were jn ſuch a 
condition, Eph. 2. 1. Dead in Treſpaſſes and 
8ins. 3. Not only for thoſe that neithet 
deſerved, nor ſought after deliverance; but 
his ſufferings were for thoſe that were Fre+ 
wies, Rom: 5. 10: 1f when we'were Enemies, 
K 2 7s 
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we were recanciled t6 God. by the death. 

. Sons Col. 1.24, And you that. wore- 

ties alienated and enemies in your mind 

wicked works , get now bath be reconcile 

Ando Fanny was ſo perfe .that it. c 

rupted the habits of our minds, 

turned them into an abſtrated, kind of a4 

my z.the very wiſdom of the fieſh, earchiy 
and deviliſh. Jaw. 3- 15. 50 

there was not only in our nature an al 

fence of any good that might move 

to do any thing for us, and an 

that life that might be ſolicitous for it 

but there was a poſitive malignity in 

Nature againſt that God, that thould 

dog ; againſt that Chriſt that ſhould ſatis 

ah pn that Grace and Spirit 
apply : We were aRuated with 

thoſe vile affeGions and luſts, that 1 

upon a Saviour with no leſs averſion 

ſpite, than thoſe Devils did, that cryed 

of the polleſied man, Art thow come to 

ment #4 before our time £ And yet for thelgy 

and ſuch as theſe, our Saviour dyed 4 nayy; 

ſome of theſe who had aus 

ally their hands ia his bloody 

found the efficacy of that very blood? 

which they ſhed, not crying. for | 

againſt them, but for mercy tor them, ang 

healing thoſe who had cruelly fpile it ; the 
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ſtek for the morive in'the A»thor of 
"and in bim there was #9 neceſſity at all 
ins | ghana It was ads} w_ 
at gave man a 'A 
ſed being 3 rien ior) Jour againſt 
p Law: and conditions of his' Creation , 
was 'a - Abe; A Juſtice for his eter- 
4 women t, bat no at all for 
itutian, God made all things for 
his an , not becauſe be ſtood in need of 
it; bad in bimſelf an infinite ſelf-fuf- 
7 and bappinefs, that ſtood not in 
need of the glory of his creation, nor was 
apable of an acceſſion by it : And if it 


had, yet the great God could have enjoy» 
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deſcendants, , What thenis the 
all bs oodnels to. poor linful mag2g 
purchaſe ſuch a worthleſs Creature. at fus 
ag invaluable price asthe.b of the Sg 
of God;? Nothing but, 3 fee. und 
ſerved love 3 love thax loves hefore is, Wh 
ſought ; that Toyed when jx; was. rejee 
Deurt. 7. 7. 7; ford et bis love, 

ou, nor chooſe you, becauſe.ye mere. more 
= e the fe [hr oy oved wo 
cauſe he loyed you: as Almighty Cod, 
not define himſelf by any thing burſhiny 
ſelf, I am that T am, Exod. 3. 14. fa he'ay 

elolve his love into no other motive 

is lavez he loved you. becauſe be Jo 
you: and here 1s the ſpring, the founl 
pf a'] this ſtrange and unheard of pour 


that he loved ws, I by, bis Sor. 

itiation for our ſs; and that 

ame individual Love that wasin the 

t0/eads 10 5 in the t9-come, 

for as. It was he that loved and 

 us/With his own- Blood ; . waſhed 

uw; becauſe he:Joved us. When we lay like 

kielr wretched. Infant, Exek, 16. 5,6; 

d in,or Blood ; when no eye pitied 

then this love of God paſſed by us, and 

amo ws, Live: yea, ſaid -unto us, when 

,wergin ourblood, Live : And when 

life was not acquirable for us, but by 

death of the Eternal Son of God, then 

tapurchaſe that life for us, he ſold his own 3 

=p waſh vg) from the pollutions: of our 

freely ſpent and ſhed-his own, This 

Fo the ak #; Chriſt , which paſſeth know- 
& Ep 

'VH, Now oo conbder the end aud ſcope 

of this admirable Love of Chriſt z and as 

it looks upward towards Gad, ſo it loaks 

downwards towards us ; As he was the 

Mediator between both, ſo the End of. his 

Mediatorſhip had a reſpe& toboth. 1. 1s 

renee taGod; and lo the Ends of our 
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hins, as the vens, the Stars oF 
Creatures below an Iarcllecual Nature v 

but to be a beholder of himſelf a 

Works, to be an obſerver of bis Will, 

to glorifie his Maker in the te admira 

his Power, Wiſdom, and Good 

the Obedience and —_— 

and Will z arid to his own Glory had b I 


Eternal Bond annexed his Creatures 
feftion and Bleſſednefs, Man rebelled, 
therefore as he became unſerviceable to 
end non wamyy re wort ery yn 
of his Condition, Chriſt came, and — 
own Blood purchaſed, as unto Man 
Bleſſedneſs, Su unto God the Glory and 
vice of his Creature, This was old Zachs 
ries colleftion, Luk. 2. 74, 75. That we bes 
ing delivered ont of the hands of our En 
might ſerve bim without fear, in Ho 
and _ neſt, Tit, 2.14. Who gave bi 
felf for #9, that be might redeem w from a 
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iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a peculiar 
prople 


peo mete ds As if be ſhould have 

Thos haſt ſent me ravages «bout 
tel ws weighty buſineſs, the oc ria 

T of thy fals Creatures; rw 

| Creature may partake of thy bog 
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, > frei.” And gap fn os 1:7 
to that command of thint, I here return 


thee thy Creature healed "and reftored, 
{i away be 2s well 5s Monument, as aPro- 
of thy Goodneſs and Glory, unto all 


fo) manifeſt unto Men and "A ” 

be glory ' and infinite Perfeftion and 
Ghence of all his Bleſſed Artributes : The 
Uhr of his Wiſdom in contriving, and of 
tix Power in effe&ing ſuch a Deliverance 
for the Children of Men, by a way that ex- 
ceeded the Diſquiſition of Men and An- 
: The Glory of his Mercy, that could 
have been poſſibly ſo conſpicuous to 
ind, if Man had aever faln. In the 
Creation of Man, he manifeſt the Glory 
of his Goodneſs , that communicated a 
Being 
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1.1. To dive and deliver "Link 

ile, the, conſequence of, Sip, 
uk af gait ile, . "mM «7, In w 

have redes MEE thay! Fw leaded 

ive ws. ure 
of LF reſted here, > i bt | 
a great e of Mercy.z:if we mig 
weighed the heaviocls of the bur rden. 

jle, the ſeverity of the wrath | 

ay; the extremity of that.m 
and muſt attend it. If a; | 

uilt and horror of ſome hideous Trey 
fo, under the ſevere and jnexorable: ſen; 
tence of the Law againſt him, er th 
imminent ioflition of -moaſt exquiſite 
contiquing Torments , ſhould but hear, 
a Pardon and Diſcharge from this x, S's 
welcom would it bes though. the r 
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100, Epb. 2, 16, het be fy em: 
both nz God. in one bod ke wg. 
| ne font the Fu 2 thereby ;, in Cor, 5. 
"Fe wy pur We tbe Poke 
0,Þi f. wt {aputing ir treſpa 
hes, "And 6 certain! 7; By is a great ad- 
n unto the former, t Gad, in Chriſt 
uld not _goly, -paſs by; our ins, but 
gon no ger look upon us, as ranger 


= Gogh it were in "oe neo __ 


ane. of thy bired Servants :, So har may 
/«t be eſtranged. from thee, reconcile me 
ynto thy {clf,, though in the condition of 


Ws } tby 


God , , nd Pp doth n not 
. This was that 


I7. Goto my Brethren, 
cend wnth My Father a#d Tour bn y 
My God aud Toxr God : he” ſeems to it 
eereſs them in this bleſſed. relation io 
kind of, equality wich. himfelf'; My E 
thren, My-Father and Your Parher ; an 
che ſweet and comfortable 
this are incomparable. Is. he' m ns Gb Fath 
then I know he can pity ms as a 
tiech his Children, Pſa. 103. 13. W 
vega and ſpare me asa Father ſpareth 
that ſerves him. Adel. 3.17. Is he t 
Father ? then whither ſhould I go but 
him for proteQion in all my dangers ? 
direQions in all my difficulties? for 
faQion.in all my doubrs ? for ſupply in all 
my wants? Thits T can with' confidence ex* 
pe& from a poor earthly Father, accords 
ing to the compaſs of his abilities : 1f ye 
then being evil know how to give good things 
wnto Tour Children, how much more ſhall ws 
F gather 
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i in Heaven, give #bings 
that ark, him? Mat. 9.11. Metcy, 
'F | and 1 is a virtue in 

inan Earthly Father, a piece of that 

a ED Dn par 
nan 5 yet umane ingr- 
ty,'as it hath much weakged the babit 
_— in us, fo it may ſuſpend the exer- 
alethereof to a near relation : But in Al- 
ighty God theſe Virtues are in their per- 
100, and nothing at all in him that can 
remit it. Mercy and tenderneſs are attri- 
bates which he delights in; Mercy pleaſ- 
4 himz it _—_— yon n—_ thac 

prockimed his name by , Exod. 34. 6. 
ad fo diffufive is his merc þ it extends 
toall, be & good #0 all, bis tender mer- 
cier are over all bis works, Plal. 145: 9. 
and not only to the Juſt and Good, but e- 
vena to the Unkind ; cauſing his Sun to 
ſhine upon the evil and the good : and 
furely he that hath Mercy and Goodneſs 
for an Enemy, cannot deny it unto a Child. 
Can fo Mother forget her fucking Child, = 
Tea ſhe way forget ; yet will I not forget thee, 
ſeith the Lord. 444 15. 

4. To reſtore us to a moſt ſure, ever- 
lſting and blefied Inheritance in Heaven, 
GaL 4. 7, If « Son, then an Heir of God 
through HE | : and here is the complemene 
of 
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and all this from whe conditivi * of ' 
vile, ſinful loft Creature , and 'by 0 
price as the blood of Chriſt. More 
not, cantiet be ſaid, '""l A 
VIII. And by what hath/been faid, it 
eafie to ſee what the fruits and effes of 
this are.” God will not be diſappointed 
the end of fo great a'work, and t 
we cannot be diſappointed in the fruitt 
it 3 and thoſe are erther ſuch as are EA 
in this hfe, or principal 
that which is to come."h 4 hy. we ye 
that naturally ariſe from Chriſt lever 
and are enjoyed zn this life, are theſe: ® 
1. Juflification and Acceptation in the 
ſight of God : he looks upon us as thok 
that have ſatisfied his Juſtice when his 
ſuffered 3 and as thoſe that performed 
will, when his Son performed it: Sotl 
as our Lord imputed our fins to our ie 
deemer, ſo he imputes his Righteouſae 
untous3z and as he was well pleaſed wi 
him, fo he was well pleaſed in him, \ 
as many as are received into this 
nant; ; 
2. Pe p 
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ei aqPtect with! God. Fliis 15 the natural 
of dhe former. ov. 5. 1. Be+ 
ing ju by Faith, we have Peace with God 
wel our | Lord Jo/ar Chrifi... The only 
cauſe; of breach | between, God and his 
Creature, is. (in 3; and this beiog quite re+ 
moyed, the. eamity between 'God and his 
Creature. is removed, and Peace and Love 
reſtored between them. LE 
3. Free Acceffnnto God ; 1 For we are re» 
ſtored unto. Peace with him, and conſes 
queatly acceſs unto him 3 and indeed it is 
a part of that duty which he expeCts from 
us: Ouracceſs to him, 1snot only our pri- 
viledge, as the acceſs of a Subject to his 
Prince, or a Child to his Father z but itis 
our duty, as a, thing injoyned unto us in 
w_—_ ny of our dependenceiand love un 
to him. 
4+ Conſequently, Peace i with ovr ſelves, 
end our own Conſcience; and that upon a 
double ground. 1. Becauſe our Conſcience 
is ſprinkled by the Blood of Chriſt, which 
th and obliterateth all thoſe black 
Items, that otherwiſe would be continually 
calling upon us. 2, Becauſe Conſcience 
ever h with God , whoſe vicegerent 
ſhe is in the Soul, and. hath the very ſame 
aſpect, for the moſt part, that Heaven hath; 
and therefore if it be clear above, it is or- 
dinarily 


44 


ict within 5 and" if-God Tpa 


not BEES TY 
CE den ly 
ext Grate , © lead us | 
vale of trouble, without a final apo 
falling from him. Were our Salvation 
our own hands, or managed by our owg' 
ſtreogth ,, we ſhould utterly Tru, a 


moment 3 but the Power, und Truth, 
—_ el Bo is ingaged ina — 
the hi olemanity that ever was, 
in the Blood of the Son of God, for out 
Preſervation 3 and it ſhall be as impoſlible 
for us to fall from that condition, as fel 
the Almighty God to be diſappointed : Ni 
his | and Truth, the conſtant ſu 
of the Bleſſed Spirit of Chriſt, ſhall keep 
alive that Seed of Life, that he hath throws 
into the Soul, 1 Job. 3. 9. For bis Seed ve 
maineth in him, and be cannot 8in, becadft 
he is born of God. '» 
6. Sufficient Grace to preſerve us 
or ſupport us in, or deliver us out of 7 
ptations. We ſtand more in need of Gracth 
than we do of our Bread ; becauſe thi 
conſequence of the want of the former 
is of more danger than the latter, by 
much as the Soul is more valuable that 
the Body, If our Father is pleaſed to 
furniſh 
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7. A favorable . 
ſince they are the perform Children; 
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reſort, to cleanſe our daily Failings. Chri 
febeived by Faith in the heart, is a continual 
Sacrifice, which I may preſent unto the F4- 
, for my fins committed after my con- 
verſion. | | — 
1 9. A comfortable reſtitution of a juſt 7*- 
fereft in the Creatures. When Man forſook the 
E Allegiance 
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Fs ; he owed @ bis 

© as 
cheat tothe Lord: And 
after permitted him the uſe of them, yer j 
was [till, as it were, upon account : Anda 
the Sons of Men have a great account tg 
ive unto God for theirfins, ſo they. hay 
Gor. hi Creatures. Chriſt hath reſt 
unto us a better propriety in that , which 
civil right hath ours, than what wg 
had before. 


d 

10. A comfortable and ſanitified Uſe of all 
Conditions : ln Proſperity, Moderation; i 
Adverlity, Contentedneſs 3 in all Sobriety, 
For as our Lord hath purchaſed for us gr 
toule all things aright ; ſo he hath oboe 
for us an inheritance |, that renders the belt 
the World can give us, unworthy to be val 
ed ; and the worſt it can give us, unw 
to be feared, in reſpett of the Blefled 
which he hath ſetled upon us. 

11. Conſequently Contempt of the World, 
becauſe higher matters are in my eye, ſuch 
gs the beſt the World can yield, cannot: 
qualz nor the worſt it can inflict, cannot 
take away. And allthis u | 

12. A lively hope : A hope that maketh 
not aſhamed ; even of that Glory which 
Saviour came down from heaven to purc 


by his Blood; and the aſſurance whereof he 
hath 


» Come 
ſſed pe verlaſti 
eſtate of Bleſſedneſs and Glory in the pre- 
ad the great God , and. the glorihted 
nts and Angels, unto all Eternity. And 
the efficacy of this hope dipt in the blood of 
Chriſt, brings us Victory : £1 
"'1. Vifory over Sin. Sin ſhall not have do- 
on over you, for ye are not under the Law, 
hut under Grace : Rom. 6. 14. He that bath 
this hope purifieth himſelf, even as he is pure. 
John z. 3. | | 
'2, Victory over the World, inthe beſt it 
an afford us ; irs flatteries and favours: *' 
theſe are too ſmall and incenſiderable, 
when compared with this hope; they ſhine 
like a Candle in the Sun ; nh incffeu- 
alto win over a Soul that is fixed ypoa this 
Hope ; and Vitory over the worlt the 
World can inflit: Our Lord hath con- 
quered the World in this reſpett for us: Be 
not afraid, I bave overcome the World, Joha 
| L 2 16, 
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r48 Df the Knowledge » 

16.33. and conquered it is $3 This ir" 

VifRory that overcometh the World, even you 1 

Faith, x John 5.4. | 4p 
3+ Vittory over Death 3 which now , by + : 

means'of this blefled hope is fript, -as' well 

of her terror avof her power : Thor 1 

be nnto God, who giveth ws the ViGory through 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 1 Cor. 15.57, 3 
And new though the Nature of this arg 

na hed cried ay mediation coo ghd | 


height, yet to avoid miſtakes, ſome thir 
mult ſubjoyn. vs | > 
1. That when I thts aggravate the 
ferings oF our Lord under the imputed gui 
of the ſinsof Mankind3yet we muſt not rank + 
that big ſufferings were the ſame with wil - 


Damned, in duration, fo neither in king, 
nor in degree; for this could neither cc 
with the purity of his Nature, nor in 
cence ,. nordignity of his Perſon, nort 
' hypoſtatical Union of both Natures in hi 
but he ſuffered as much as was conſiſtent 
theſe conſiderations ; and , as confiderngt = 
the dignity of his perſon , was equiy 
lent to the ſia and demerits of all 
kind. 3 

2. That his Righteouſneſs Imputed tow. 
doth not exempt us from acquiring a Ri” 
teouſneſs Inherent in us; This were to @&# 


appoint the end of his ſuftexing, which 
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T8 of Chriſt Cracifed, wo 
af & redeem us from our vain converſation 
ad make us a peculiar people zealous of | 
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F + 3- That this purchaſe of Salvation by 

iſt for believers, is not to render them 

z or ſecure, or preſum z where 

is ſuch a diſpoſition of it is ag ©» 

at Indication, that it is not yet truly 

United unto Chriſt by true Faith and Love 

Grace is ſufficient to preſerve us, and al- 

pays ready todo it, jf we da not wilfully 
negle@ or reject it. | 
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: I Joh. 5 4. 

For whoſoever is born of God, ower- 

© cometh theWorld ; and this is the 

+} © Fiftory that overcometb the World, 

'J even your Faith, 

| Heſe thingsare herejn conſiderable, 
P 1. The 4# which is here de- 

clared, YiGory or Overcoming. 


© 
” 


: 
: 
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| 2. The Perſon that exerciſeth 
»F this a, or concerning whom this a& is af- 
x d, deſcribed by this deſcription, a Per- 
ſon that is borz of God. | 
| L 4 3: The 


358. The Vitryof Faith 
*3. The Thing an etich hi al 
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e* 8% The or 4 w " 


4 
= 


4: 
a at is exerciſed, vis. Faith. | 
| "20 Method of O#der, or formal reaſ 
whereby Fa qroomert) '"% 
Soms {ow Oh ae 
touching all theſe 1 or pes Ora 6: | 
-—* ViOI06O ing i ſu ion BY bo 
gr btinging thader an © my to ths 
Power and Will of another. $ And this 
Qory is of two kinds, Dy and 2 
or incompleat and im | 
notiog of ac opplepe; wy ſingh 
the 0 oling Þ, arty is totally d ky 
at leaſt when deſpoiled of > 4a (need | 
future 'refiſtance : Thus the of G | 
the Captain of” bur [Salvation overca 
the Warld; | Þb.-16. 33. Be-of good «” 
1 have overcame the World; And' tug l Y: 
we are delivered from this bady of « 
we ſhall overcome” the World. *This'ce a | 
pleat Victory will be the-portiqn of the” 
Chucch and Chriſtian triumphant, Aga 
2. There is a Viftory but ia —_—_ 
as the Vittory of the Children 
was over the Canaanites, Which « Ne 
they were ſubdued, as to any. poſſibiling® 
of a total re-acquiring of a ſuperiority 
equality of own, yet they were path ſub- 


Rt, all wg can truly Pa with our ongult of 
» Joþ- 14: 30. The Prince of this World 
nothing in mes Which cannot be till 

gotten comes 3 far till then we carry 
wout Fith us Luſts, and Paſſions, and Cor- 


: Which, 'though- with all Vigit- 

| aud ſeverity, kept under, -and daily _ 
ired 1n their Lower and Mali ity, 
ll hold a corre ne with the World 

9 the Prince thereo EY be ready to 
ive and betray us, thaugh never tore- 
their E pire and Sqveraignty 3 and 
aha is ſignificantly given by the ſame 
poſtle, 1 .70þ..3. oY For bis Seed abideth in 
« Ga be cannot fin, becauſe be is born of 
Iadeed, he may and ſhall have fin as 

-d as he hath fleſh-about him, -1 Job, 1. 8. 
we ſay we have no ſor, we deceive our ſelves, 
ik truth is not im fg. But {though we 
are 


and wears out, waſtes, and 


dues the contrary tendency of fin: 
ruption,” 


S—_ abr v0. exerciſing this aft of 


a ueſt, he that is Born 
art Men, ature, may beſaid, a At 
ſenſe, to be of Gods ” the Apoſtle 
the Atheniqns, JOIN 29, wg wo. '4 
off-ſpri Butint 

a} is ſecond, CE ertha emer 
God; and hence it is called Regewer 
the New Birth, Birth of the 
the Spirit , Birth of the he the F 
mation of Chriſt i inthe Soul ; and the Cre 
ture ſo new born ſtiled the New Cre: 
the New Man, a partaker of the Divi 
Nature, born not of the will of Man i 
of the will of the Fleſh, but born of t 
Will of God. And all theſe, and the lik 
Expreſſions are Figurative , and feem | 
carry in them a double analogy : Firlt, 
the firſt Creation of Mankind 3 and ſecone 
ly, to the ordinary Generation af May 
kind fince their firſt Creation : 1. As toth 
former Analogy , We know by Novo 
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5s | 
;, 2nd hooder fell ao the com: 
of all mankind : This 


T5 a new eo wE: the glori- 
xh comeieght a gpmmetinns; root, 


dy who thereby put 

er God bCnacdin in 
Heber and true holineſs, Epheſ. 4. 24. 
ſo becoming a New co 2 Cor. 

__ Gelet. 5. 6. renewed in know 
_ of him that ——_— 

receive a new 

ek « from this great exemplar Chriſt 
the true Image of the inviſible God. 
> The ſecond analogy is to. the ordinary 
pow mankind ; wherein as a lit- 
werful, vital principle , which 
gerhn Soul, forms and moulds the 
pues according to the ſpecial nature of 


man 


of God 

Chriſt in them ,, the life 

dwelling of Chriſt in t | 

And this new Principle i 

foul all the aQts analogical to thatt 

vital principle in the body , giving to 

it were the image , lincaments, JrOPOArtit 

jacreaſ(e conformchle tothe i Le. t 

——_ as frue Wiſdom, Ri a 
uſtice, Holineſs , Integrity , Love of Gag 

ry Os to hjs Will, pe here 1pokk 
him, and tranſlates them igto all the cons 


IF So It ys gay HA Glory? 
=__ hey _ — of 
this vical principle is 
med wa_ le Cat I 
tof i ia vity ASived from the 
3 ſo the analogy holds here : we find 
«double huniwat Principle in this aonfirmati- 
an, and both derived from Chriſt our 
Head 3 viz. one External, another luterval. 
L The External ſeminal Principle is the 
word and of the Diviee Dottine, | 
Exewplary and Holy life, lar Love of 
Chriſt yo. of God [ erongh ti to man-' 
kind , whereby we underſtand what he 
would have us do, the danger if we do 
otherwiſe , the bleſſed Reward af Obedi- 
ence, the en ents of the Love 
of God: in ending bs Son to dye for us, 
the plain, familiar, ecafie way of attaining 
rab Hopping » and becauſe we often learn 
e than by precept, the 
—_ exhibits to us a lively picture 
his Holy converſation , his —— 
Meck-" 


iss TheVifllyif Faith 
Meekneſe', Obedience ; Love, Patience? 
Goodneſs: And this external means it in 
ſelf a great moral. means to \conform'a 
wills and lives thereumo 3 and therefore 
1s called the incortuptible ſeed of the? 
of God whereby we are born again, Pay 
1.23. 2. The Internal ſeed is that art 
of Grace ſent out from Chriſt , which dof ; 
derive a quickning lively power to tl 
word and to the foul, whereby it mekeey 
effeQual to its end, and therefore cal 
Spirit of Life and Power , a Qui 
Spirit : and this, not by transfuſin 
ſubſtance or ſubſtantial nature which b before 
it had not, byt by its lively, yet ſecret of 
rations changing and moulding it ſb 
to the image of him whoſe Spirit itis, 
adding energy and efficacy to that © 
ſeed of the ord, as the Sundoth to the 
ſeminal principles 'of vegetables and - 
mals. 

IN, Touching the Thing upon which 
victory tsobtained and Conqueſt made, 
is the World: which comprehends in 
latitude a double World ; the World will 
us, and the World without us. 

The World Within #s, which,may has 
fore be ſo called principally in this reſpeQ, 
that a great part of its Relation and ten- 


dency is toward the World, which is &, 
the 


CIS 82. ZEREPR TEENS 


-v6e thelWorld.' 15g 

the obje& which it fix- 

a. Poiett afive which it reacherh, and 
"he —_ 


which it faltetjeth and ex- 
And hence itis, that the Apoſtle 
divides the World without ts with 
pf 10n to the World within us, vis. The 
; of the fleſh, the Iuit of the eyes, and the 
pride of ife. 1 Job. 2. 16, The World that 
was within us, taketh in the _— facul- 
ties dr powers. Vis, 1, the Pa of the 
Souls and 2. the Senſual Appetite. Both 
theſe are in their own Nature good, placed 
inus by the Wiſe God of Nature, for moſt 
excellent ends and uſes, Our bufine(s is there- 
fore co keep in order and fubjeftion, not to 
e and root them out; for they are 
ndicated m our Nature by the God of Na- 
tare. Bur of this more particularly. 
X- Owr Paſſrons : Such as are Love, Hatred, 
, Hope, Fear, Joy, Sorrow; theſe 
the like Paſhons of the Humane Soul, 
ae not ſimply in themſelves evil 3; nay, be- 


p rightly placed and duly-ordered and re- 
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they become ſerviceable to excel- 
mat ends and uſes 3 and therefore ſimply in 
themſelves they are not the ſubjeR of a 
Chriſtians ViRory : But then they become 
fich when they become the World'in the 
Text, and that is principally in theſe Caſes. 
t When they are miſplaced; as _—_—_— 
ove 
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. 16s Cy T 
love the Tr hee 


the top eritve wgeyogdaare ol 

we Oc: or e 

Gap are immoderate or exceſſive about th «a 
objes 3 which comes to pals, . 
ole thirigs about which we may exey 

ciſe our Paſtors lawfally, we excvcd.t ; 

meaſure ot proportion at is dueto tf 

For inſtance , I. may lawfully love a cc 

petency. of worldly. ſubſiſtence, but 1 _ 

ceed in this, That I love it too much a 'þ 

beyond the worth that is truly in itz I 

lawfully be angry with him that 1 njuges | 

but I exceed in the. mealure,, or degres, Y Man 

or "__e or duration, and becoms | 

cable. Ar —— = or Pl 

are not affe fo ft f t0b 

All finite objects of our Paſſions requirys 


| Bu 

Ag 

proportionate degree of our Paſſions z ut : 
bee 

wh 
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where the obje@ is infinite, my affe&i 
may err in being foo remiſs, but not ig 
excels : I cannot love God too much, 
I am to love hin! with all my might 5 + 
I may love him too little, and then 
affetion errs: I cannot hate fin too m 
becauſe T cannot love God too mnch, 
I may hate it too little, 4. When my 
fetions or Paſſions are ated nuſcaſonat Y, 


either in reſpe& of the time or in reſpect 
the A — between objets of tt FT 
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my Fa 


iotq Vide and Corruptions, ag 
mag ſq mueh pawers or facultiey, 
and ſicknoſſes of the Soul: As when 
egcncrates intQ Mali ice, Reycnge ; ; 
-loye degenerates into_ Env 
Then | of, or felig he in, the pre 
phooar of of the World. degenerates i = 
touſneſs or Ambition , and the like. 
hen my Paſliqns are not under the 
Mar wall Guidance or Condutt of my 
ſups ar Faculties, my. Reaſon and Ry 
neat 5 but either go before they are (eat, 
ago beyond what they are ſent, or return 
and "bfide whenrecalled: And then 
oe booed iofigjte perturbation in the Saul, 
ey order of Nature, and become 
is and tempeſts, and impriſon and cap- 
the Mind and Underſtanding, and 
become a worſe part of the World than that 
which is without us. Under theſe conditi- 
«ws our Paſſions and Aﬀections are part of 
World which is the objet of a Chriſti- 
gs and Vicoty. 
-2. Theother part of this World withig 
are the Motions and Tendencies of our 
a | | Appetite. This Senſual Appetite is 
M in 
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162 The Vifory of Faith _ 
init ſelf good, in us by od of - 
Nature Fg Dong, ITC q 

i 
of Seats, Fe rv FPemnaro or fort] 
preſervation of the ſpecies , -as the de 
of Sexes. But they then become a f 
p_ of this Inferior World. 1, When'th 


inordinate. 2. Orexceflive. 3.0 
unſeaſonable, or generally. 4. Whent 
t 

ene by 
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are not ſubordinate in their ws 0 
Governmentvf Reaſon, inligh 

ral or Religious Light, A Chriſtian 
no ſuch Enemies without him , as 
and undiſciplined Luſts and Paſſions 
him z and it isa vain thing to think of owes 
coming the World without us, until th 
World within us be brought into ſfubjettian 
for without the Corruptions and Luſts wi 
in, the World, and the evil Men of tt 
World,and the evil one of the Wotld,coul 
not hurt us. 


Non onlnus adatis 
Debetur gladiis, percuſſum eft peFore ferrus. 


The Wedge of Gold was an innocent th 
but Achans covetous heart within gave i 
{ſtrength to do harm. We come into tlt 
World, as into a great Shop full of all 
riety of Wares accommodate to our Senk 


the 
ret 
- 
nd 
the 
ol 


, would lye long enough 
the hands of the Prince of thrs World, 
e they could get within us or corrupt 


2. The World without ws is of three kind: ; 


'F; The Natwrel World, which is the work of 


Alaighty God,moſt certainly init ſe|f good; 
fy not evil but accidentally, by man's 
eof himſelf or it. It doth contain a ge- 
geral ſupply of objets anſwerable to the 
&fires of our vegetable and ſenſible nature, 
and the exigences and conveniences of it; it 
#4 great ſhop fall of all ſorts of wares an- 
fytrable to our wants or conditions, there is 
wealth and places and delights for the fen- 
&; and it becomes an Enemy to us by reaſon 
only of the diſorder and itregularity of 
thoſe Luſts and Pafſions that are within us, 
and by reaſon of the over-value that we are 
apt to put _ them 3 they are indeed 
temptations, bit they are only paſhve, as 
the wedge of Gold did vely tempt 
Achan, but it was his own Luſt and Cove- 
touſaefs that did him the harm: the Rock 
doth not ſtrike the Ship, but the Ship ſtrikes 
the Rock and breaks it ſelf, This World , 
a it is not evil in it ſelf, ſo moſt certainly 
it is full of goodneſs and. benevolence to 
us: it ſupplies our wants, is accommodate 
M 2 to 


nature; all 
jets and inſtances of the Divine Goodneg IVE. 
Liberality, Bounty z of his Power, and M&ISR 
j "and ©lory; of his Wi Jom,Provideng] VP. 
and Government: which. are o men's ' wk 
{trutions to teach us to know, and? 19% 
mire and magnifie himz to , walk thank 
fully , dutifully , and obediently unto him 
to teach us Reſignation,Contentedneſs, £ 
miſhon , and Dependance upon him... 

ood heart will be made better by it ; 

if there be evil io it, it is ſuch as our owy 
corrupt natures occaſions or. bri 


it, or upon our ſelves by it: it 

great - of our Chriſlian warfare 
diſcipline to teach us to uſe it as it 

to be uſed, and to ſubdue thoſe Luſts 
Corruptions that abuſe it, and our ſclves ; 
it. Again ſecondly, there is another W . 
without us, the malignant and evil Wor H 


4 
o 


Mundys in aligns poſnzs : And the grea Fj * 


miſchiefs of this 
viz. IT. Incentives and temptations from 
it, that are apt to bring the reſt of mats 
kind into the evil of fin and offence againk} #* 
God ; ſuch asare evil examples, evil 

mands, evil counſels, evil perſwaſions ir 
follicitations. 2. The Troubles, and Injuy by 

ric 


orld are of two kinds F 


the World of evil Angels , and of evil y 


DTD CRDCSDOEES ESE.» 44 


1b eta;" 16s 
x, and Vexations, and Perſecutions, and 


bo Mets th ve te hem: 


| ver our ſelves from theſe 
: aveniences, _ unlawful or for- 
iden means , 'b compliances with 
e finful World, ng ng with them 
Tletiver our ſelves from their oppreſſions, 
tfecutions or wrongs, by raiſing 'com- 
ons, engaging in parties, and mfinite 
ho! eunha y Conſequences. And thirdly, 
is athird kind of World which is in 


wth meaſure without us, namely , the 
accidental, or more truly the Providential 


World in relation to man and his condition 


in this World, and is commonly of tws 


kinds , viz. proſperous or adverſe. Exter- 
bal or worldly Proſperity conſiſts in an ac- 
commodate condition of man in this World; 
ashealth of body ; comfort of friends and 

M3 relations 5 


366 The Fra Favs 
relationsz aWfluence, or at leaſt on 
of wealth, power; honour, ; applat 
report andthe hike : The 79.2 
upon mankind in this re Pride 
Haug ging wind. hint —agg Vai 
lory , Inlolence, Op oUurity, 
PETS of others, Love of the World, 
Fear of Death, and defires of diverſion frg 
the thoughts of i it, rry Leary 4 + &, 
Ambition, Covetou cgle&t 
getfulneſs and a Jow eſteem of God, i | 
life to come , and our Dux th 2:46 41F* 
as, Sickneſles and Diſeaſes, :Poyerty, los 
Friends and Eſtate, publick or private 4 
ſturbances or Calamities, and the like : 
though oftentimes theſe are occaſioned 
the evil or malignant World, yet many tiny 
they ſeem to come accidental y, and are 
to breed Impatience, Diſcontent, Unc 
neſs of mind, diſtruſt of Providence, My 
wuring, Envy at the external felicity | 
others, and that common diſcompe ou 
which weordinarily find j in our Flv i 
others upon like occaſions. ho 
IV. The fourth conſiderable is, what þ | 
this Fajth - which thus overcometh ys fiſt 
- World, which is nothing elſe but a 72 th; 
- real, Full, ſound perſwalion of and a br 
- unto thoſe great truths revealed in 6 
- Scriptures of God, upon the account by 


/ 


== = 
orig,ort 
by 3 ſecondly, What is 
| Eb © or bel of excellent ob- 
eds, which thus overcometh the World. 
For the former of theſe, al the 
de Bo y. of Divine Truths is the ad- 
Z of Faith yet there ſeem to 
pubic Heads or Parts of Divine 
that have the greateſt influence into 
Victory. over the 5g I ſhall men- 
ſome of them 3 _— 1. That there 
one moſt Powerful iſe, Gracious , 
ful, Juſt, and All-ſeeing God, the 
| of all Being that is preſent in all 
Faces , knows our thoughts, our wants, 
our ſins, our deſires, and is poly to ſuppl pely 
55 all things that are t 
5 us, beyond all we can gout oh fg 
th incomprehenſible Wiſdom, and irre- 


lſtible Power to cffe&t what be pleaſeth ; 
that leaves not any of his works, eſpecially 
mankind, without bis ſpecial care and ſu- 
Furr over them" without whoſe 
{Will or deſigned Pergnt, nothing befals 

M 4 us 
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TE el |- 
Baton of ws 
ſelves + J and acco pri 

deayors of the etoren IPs 

form rhereunto , oO 
give Rewards; 2nd ptr? 
tranſ] Cree? be wHlhag x 
ments, and Che 31'6 ASE þ 
fallible obſerver of all tht Wiys" 
children of Men; whether bf 4 } 
or diſobedience the 3. a 
Law and Will of his, be ha \ cortir} mic 
and reveated unto the childfeti iro Jeu 
his holy Word ; Ay » eſpecially by the 

of his Son ſus Chri 

the World bor and Gs 
thoſe holy Laws of God,” whe lh. 
would have us conform. 4. Thic be! 3 
given unto mankind, in and through C! | 
Jeſus, a full manifeſtation bf a 0 ny 

after this of Rewards and | 


according to that Law His ny nat | 
4 
re 
i 
oy 


of 2 
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feſted by his San, he will, by the fat 
Jeſus Chriſt, diſpence and execute the ſep 
tences of Rewards and Panjſhments, 
judge every Man according to his w 

5, And thatthe Reward of Faith and 
dicnce, 1n that other life to come, ſhall 


We, of this Happtocfs and thiſery, by 

Midg pot Witt bur Nature, by his Mira- 

, by his Death and ReſurreQion and 

Sofion into Glory, and by his miſſion of 

he Spitit of Wiſdotn and Revelation into 
CApolttes and Diſciples, both to inſtru 

d in Nis Trath, and to evidence the 

> vf theit miffi6o from bim. 8, That 

ough full of Juſtice and 

agaitift obſtinate and rebellious ; 

| of tenderneſs, Jove, and com- 

mn towards all thoſe that ſincerely de- 

'to obey his Will, and to accept of terms 

BN # Peice and Reconciliation with him, and 
Lf bready upon Repentance and amendment, 
+ © to Pardon wharſoever is amiſs, and hath ac- 
erdingly promiſed itz and that he hath 


us,and will not leave ug: Fhathy 
certainl yr every prom 
Chriſt t oe, us el 
that is yl | þ 
at ps, 93 her by rift | | 
ſubmic ker d-quackg = on ee ua 
as will perfect our Nature, 

partaker of his Glory : - And Ly l 
thoughts towards us, 19 our . 
vor to obey him, are 5 thoughts, of of loy 
favor, peace, ty and | 
of this he hath given the greateſt all 
that is poſſible for mankind to , 

deſire, even the ſending of his Exon 
intothe World, to take &e ppon him one! 
ture, to acquaint us with his Fathers, al 
and Love, to live a life of want and n 

and to die. a death full of ſhame and hg 
ror, to riſe again to diſpatch Meſlenge 
into all the World, ro oubliſh the g 7 
of God to mankind,to aſcend up into glop 
and there to make interceſſion for us 
Worms at the Right Hand of God z giving 
us alſo hereby aſſurance of our Reſu 


rection, and of his coming again to jdgy fs 


: ing "the AT it ſelf z it is 


Tkems that they that perplex the nation of 
| | ot with other intricate and abſtruſe de> 
ions or deſcripti 


Jnc . He that hath this firm 
perfivalion will moſt certaiply repent of 


"is fins* paſt, will moſt certainly endea- | 
"Your obedience to the will of God , which 
thus believed by him to be Holy , Juſt 
md Good , and upon the obedience or dif- - 
"obedience wherepf depends his eternal hap- + 
pineſs or miſery , 'will moſt certainly de- 
pend upon the promiſes of God for this life 
-and that to come 3, for thoſe are as natural 
effefrs of ſuch a firm perſwaſion , as it is for * 
the belief of a danger to'put a manu 
ns to avoid it, or for the belief of a 
efit to put a than upon means to attain 
it, Some things are of ſuch a nature that 
ſhe bclick or knowledge of them goer no 
| further, 


0 < 
all rac ay? 
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or of our hopes; the 
26 tattrally fad with a kind of m 
bevidh ago ſuch fears ne 
avol u ence 2 
of my hopes : And therefore Fai 
belief in therenmto comes 
in the borlp ute under che names of 
and fear , the proper effeQs c 
Inſtanoes we have of vFA Es * 
For we mu appear ore't - , 
« of. Chriſt, that every one may receive the th 
+ Aone in Vis body, according to that | 
. done, whether it be good or had. | 
» therefore the terror if the Lord we perſu 
- ayer, 1 John 3. 2, 3, But we know that 
* be ſhall appear we ' ſhell be like bies , 4 
* ſhall ſee him as he s 3 and every man that 
* this hope in him purifieth kimſelf, even al, 
7s pure. 
Therefore we need not be fo ſollici 
touching the nature of Faith, what 
of Faith it is that myſt ſaveus : certai 


if it be a true and real aſſent of the mind x, 
; th 
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are in 0! 


ilieved whic ing 
< it EEE that effec, i; 
| nar aſlent; if- it have it bur 
jouh axes your it is evident that 
alle futuatiog; if it have 
ett at ſometimes but not at others, 
evident that the aſſent is ſuſpended , 
zitted, or not aQtually exerciſed at 
E facermiltions: If a man were reall 
x fully perſwaded that if he take i ws 4 
Journey to morrow he ſhould certainly 
his Leg, he would as certainly not go: 
ar-if he were under a certain perſwaſion , 
wt if be took ſuch a drink, he "ould cer- 
recover his loſt health, it were as 
Enain he would drink it : and if a man + 
vere afually and fully perſwaded that, if * 
hn +, ſhould attain ever- » 
happineſs, or, if he ſhould commit + 
ih. a ſin, be ſhould certainly loſe it, it * 
were ſcarce morally poſhble , that a reaſo- * 
man in his wits would omit the one * 
a commit the other. = 
And to ſay, this is but an hiſtorical Faith , 
ad that the Devils have as much , they 
telieve and tremble, and they do as fally 
i, dnt to Divine truths as any can do, yet 
tavails them not, concludes nothing : the 


reaſon 
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. reaſon isevident;, becauſe the 'Sa 


be attained; the faith which is the infles 
ment to attain it, concerns them'not, wi 
ther are they in aſtate ro be advantaged'ly 
A ber it 1s otherwiſe = = "mn 
acquaint g Stranger that if my 
doth fochs thing , I will give wy Son 
pound, though the believes h 
really true as any thing in the Wotlt 
ts not him upon the ation, becauſe 
be io nor condiiedie heli fo} 
not concerned in the means: but | 
to the belief that my Son barh, it willi 
will not put him upon the a&tion : if heb» 
lieve me ws, he _ _ do . a 
he believe it faintly and doubtiogly, 
perform the aftion accordingly ; but ft 
believe it truly and fully, and ſet any vale 
uponthe reward, he will perform it chees 
fully ; for he is concerned in the reward, 
and in the means to attain it. J 
Faith therefore is a firm aſſent to it 
ſacred truths, whether the truths relate @ 
things paſt, as that God made the World, 
. that Chriſt the 2eſſiab is come in the flell, 
- Oc<c.orto things preſent, as that Alngy 
- God beholds all I do, and knows alt 
. think, orthat he is a reconciled Father uw 
, to me in Chriſt Jeſus; or things to cc 
. Which principally excite thoſe two gre 
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the Soul, Fope, and Fears in re- - 
7 the Furur# fe of Reyrrde and 


7 come to the fifth thing, vi. How 


WJ faith avercometh the World, which takes in 
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wil 
"he 
Wt 
cer» 
nl 
the 
th 
ld, 
.- 
7 
i 
me 
ea 


| two conſiderations. ' 1. How that is, 
ut Hegree, 2. How that is, by what 
Method 'or Means. Touching ths former 
theſe, touching the d the Victory 
Faith gives, it is a Victory, but nota 

to utter extermination. The Ca 
_ our _——_ indeed overcame he 
, totally , perfealy, Jobs 16. 33. 
Our Victory SAR anennr>M Ei petfet on 
this ide death 3 bur it is ſuch a Victory as 
leaves till an adverſary to conteſt with us, 
h not to ſubdue and conquer us, It is 
{Vi » but yet not without a continued 


re. 

2, Touching the Method whereby our 
Faith overcometh the World , I ſhall fay 
ſomething. in general, ſomething more par- 
ticularly with relation to the World under 

former acceptations, 

'In general therefore , the great method 
whereby Faith overcometh the World,is by 
rectifying our Judgments , and removing 
thoſe miſtakes that are in us concerning the 
World, and our own condition. 1. Some 
things there are in the World, which _o 

et 
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ſet 0 Barr and | 

which deſerye _ eye! 

tion: As, our -þ 

Luſts and Paſſions, e- ac 

Plants that ariſe from them ag F 

bitian, Revenge, Jatemp 

we account Qur right 

eyes, in our ſtate . 

Faith rectifies this miſtake of our 

by ſhewing us the Law and Will i O 
TY by Chriſt, whereby we ed Yi 
theſe are bur diſeaſes, omper qo 

neſſes repugnant to the W Image, a 
Command of God ; that chey are our 
and our danger, and our ruine 3 and t 
fore not to be entertained but morti 
and crucified, 2. Some things there aj 
the World, that we may allow ſamewh 
of our Aﬀettions unto, but we overv 
them. We reckon wah, and hongns, 
and powers, the greateſt ha pineſs jm 

ble, and therefore intenfly defire 
ſickneſſes, and afflictions, and injuries, 

loſſes the greateſt miſery unaginable , 
therefore we fear them exceſively, wg 

intolerably diſcontented under them, F wt 


retifies our miſtake herein, gives us a 
value of theſe things, ſhews us ay Law 


God , checking and forbidding 
rate Afietions or Paſſions tobe ond 
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them, aſſures us that we are, as, 
god the my and (ergy prong as 
| care and regiment of the great 
of Heaven and Earth ; and therefore 
our great moderation in relation to 
'3, And principally , for the 
part the childreg of Men eſteem this 
the attermoſt term or limit of their 
ineſs or miſery 3 and therefore make 
their whole. buſineſs, by all means poſii- 
ble, . to make their lives here as ſplendid 
and glorious, as Jelightful and pleaſurable, 
a5 is ble ; and uſe all means, whether 
| or diſhoneſt, fit or unfit, to ſecure 
themſelves in the good they bave,, and to 
dvoid any thing that is grievons or trou-, 
bleſome : inf if they cannot compaſs ; 
they fink, and deſpond, and murmur, and 
die' under it, as the only Hell imaginable ;, 
or if they have aty thoughts of a future 
tate after death ; yet they are but Janguid, 
int, and ſcarce believed in any tollerable 
degree, and ſuſpe@ted rather as the impo- 
ſtures of Politicians, or Fables of Poets , 
than having any real truth in them. Faith 
reftifies this miſtake, and aſſures ys there 
v4 jadgment to come, a ſtate of Rewards 
ind Puniſhmerits of a far higher nature 
than this World can afford, or indeed ap- 
prehend” 3+ thar the A of _— 
, y = 


, 
: 
| 
| 


entertainments that World c: 
and will infinitely exceed the greateſt lol 
or croſſes that this World can yield. Ay 
on the other fide, the punifhmenrs of that 
life will infinitely over-ballance all the 
pleaſures and contentments that this lik 
here can yield, and the memory of they 
will but inhance the rate and d 
thoſe torments 3 and that ,accordingly a 
Men ſpend their lives in this ſhort frank 
_ tory life, either in obedignce or diſobi 
ence ito the Divine Will, accordi 
the retribution of everlaſting Rewards 
Puniſhments will be there given. 
view of the future ſtate, preſented by Fai 
to the Sou!, will have theſe two great E fe 
in order to the ſubduing and conq 
of the World without us, by renderi 
it poor, inconſiderable, contemprtible 
compariſon of thoſe everlaſting joys 
happineſs of the next life 3 and the 
vytthin us, by chaintng up our cx 
temt Luſts and Paſſions under the fear; 
the judgment to come, and by ordering 
compoſing and regulating them in contemy 
plation of the great reward annexed. to 
=_ dutiful obedience unto God in thi 
lite, | 
But Iſhall come to particulars, and by 
ow 
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wad 
eve: 
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((ower Melantf- 24g 
p that tract that js before given, in the 
ion of the. World, as welt withia , 
without us and conſider the particular 
of Faith inthe foabduing ardd/con- 


ing'them, 1, Therefore ia reference 
| © the World within 4 5 namely,':1; Our 


2, Our Luſts; | 

1. Av to our Paſſions: 1. Faith dired&s 
their dee placing upon their proper. ob- 
|, by diſcovering what. are the true and 
proper objeAs of them, out- of that large 
comprehealive Law of God which pre- 
s them as ſuch to the Soul, and to be ob- 
erved under the pain of the diſpleaſure of 
the glorious and Almighty God. 2. Upon 
the ſame account it teachtth our Paflions 
ind affetions moderation in their exerciſe, 
Fea about their proper objets, and due 
ſubordination to that ſupreme Iove a man 
owes to the ſupreme good, God Almighty. 
$'Upon the ſame atcount it teacheth us , 
under our obligation of duty to God ,' to 
eut off, crucihe and mortifice the diſeaſes and 
corruptions of Paſſions, as Malice, Envy,Re- 
venge, Pride, Vain-glory, Oſtentation. _ 
* 2. In reference to our Deſires : 1. Natfu- 
ral, it teacheth us great moderation,” tem- 
perance , ſobriety; it tells us theſe very 
natural propenſions are apt to grow unruly 
ad conſequently hurtful, and therefore 

Nz that 
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ifo TheVillorgof Faith _ 
that we are to keep them in ſubjeMon' and 
under Diſcipline both to Religion and to 
Reaſon: And this it doth, by _— us 
thatſuch is the Will and Law of our Cres 
tor 5 by aſſuring us that the ſame Almighty 
God isthe conſtant obſerver of all our 

intimate deportments ; it aſſures us thae 
the Son of God dyed to redeem us from the 
captivity of our Luſtsz that if we be kept 
ſtill in ſervitude under them we make an 
ungrateful return to' Nis love, and, what i 
us lies, diſappoint him of the end of hiy 
ſufferings: It ſhews us the great falſeneſs, 
deceit and treachery of theſe Euſts, that 
they are ready upon every occaſion' to rebel 
againſt God and: bis Law placed 'in our 
ſouls; that they are upon every 
ready to betray us to our worſt Enemy, and 
if they once get looſe from diſcipline and 
ſubjeQion, they are bard to be reclaimed; 
ms therefore muſt be kept under a careful, 
vigilant and auſtere difcipline , that if we 
do ſo order them, we are ſafe in a 

meaſure from the temptations of the World 
and the Devil, who could not hure us with 
out the compliance, inordinateneſs, tre# 
chery, and correſpondence of theſe cloſe 
Enemies within us. 2. As touching thoſe 
degenerate and corrupt Luſts, as, Cove 


toulneſs, Malice, Envy ; Faith doth firſt q 
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| Upnch the Farld fi 
alio general ſhew us, that they are prohibi- 
bythe great Lord ary on] rrp 
penalties 5 -again ſecondly, it ſhews -us. 
they are the great ts and embaſers 
| gy ares Is the Peace, 
ſerenity ,/ an tranquill our "minds ; 
again: thirdly , «ſhes ws, that they are 


bations, ſuch-as can'never do us any real 
d, but feed our vain imaginations with 
inſtead of realities, But particular 
inſtances in relation to theſe ſeveral luſts 
will render theſe | truths more evideh 
1, Therefore. for Covetouſnels or immo- 
derate deſire of wealth, ambition, the immo- 
derate deſires of honour or power we fhall 
ſee how faith or true aſſent to the truths 
of God revealed/in his Word dath corre 
and ccrucihe this luſt, and that mw 
theſe caſuing. Confiderations: 1, Faith 
diſcovers to us that the great Lord of Hea- 
ven and Earth, to whom we ow-a molt 
univerſal and indeſpenſible obedience, hath 
forbidden this luſt, bath told us we muti 
not be over-ſollicitous for the things of 
this life, and we have no reaſon to ſuſpect 
his Wiſdom in ſuch prohibitions, for he 1s 
infinitely wiſe , and knows beſt -what is 
fictelt for us to do or not ta da; neither 
N3 haye 


i82: Theol of\ Fanb 
have wecauſe to faſpett bis love-tu-us; o | ib 
to- think he dnvies us in _ mama! 
cithepto enjoyn whatmight be (hnrefa} 
us, -or-20 Corbid what might bc 
to 185, for it was” fats”: free pod” immenſs 
love that gave us at fart our: being, and 
therefore certainly can never-envy” us any 
thing that mighgbe: or convenient faq 
that: being, which "at. firſt ply aol 
and ll ly "continues to us. 2 Faith 
ſhews- us the vanity; and lowneſs of ſuch 
defires, re-minds us thit-when death comg 
all chife obje&s willbe uceerly inſignificant; 
, they are tranſient; in certar'ob; 
ach:as are not only fitted barely: for rlie-me- 
ridian of this life, but ſach as oftentimes rake 
wings and fly away from us before: we leave 
them, ſuch as .initheir very enjoyment 
tisfe not, but :inftead of faristaftion att 
oftentimes 'vexations and thorys to affiift 
us. 2 Faich preſents us with better thi 
more i{ate to be-defired,” more eafily t 
attained, more ſecurely eo be kept ; namely, 
our peace with God, and the firm-and ſound 
affurance of everlaſting happineſs. 4. Faith 
preſents uswith+ an affurance of the divine 
particular Providence , which gives and 
takes away, and grants or denies the thi 
upon which our deſires are thus fixed, and 
therefore renders our immoderate- cares ond 
thought- 
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Hooghtfulaes for the buſieſſe efſe: of this life, 
needleſs or vain, . Your Heavenly 


knoweth, that ye haye need of all 
Smeg: nds us to caſt our care 


for he careth for us that knows 
x is fitteſt for usz if abundance, he 1s 
.to ſupply us . without torturing our 


es without care or ſollicitouſnels ; if the 
wontrary, either we covet in vain, and our 
deavors ſhall be diſappointed, or atlea(t 
y ſhall be given, but a curſe and vexati- 
with them, given us in anger, given us 
toour hurt 3 and the ſame may be ſaid in all 
points 1a relation to ambition and deſire of 
z or Pawer. 2. Again, in relatjon to 
ice or Envy againſt the proſperity of 
ers, faith ſhews us bow vain and fooliſh 
it is, and the rather, becayſe the wiſe 
great Gbd js the diſpenſer of all things, 
'the abſolute and unlimited. propriety 
ig them , diſpoſeth them according to his 
Ma good pleaſure, What, reaſon bath any 
Manto envy that diſpoſal which the God of 
Heaven makes? Again, 3. For Revenge, 
the great Lord of the World hagh reſerved 
that as a Branch of his own ſupream Prero- 

ive. Vengeance is mine, ſaith the Lord, 
Wha have you or[L to do-to invade hig 
Prerogative ? It is his own right, and he 
TY bel 


od mg” 
t knows when, and where, and jg wha 
'' 2. I come to the confideration of x 
World withoxt ws, -as that which poſhbly 
here principally intended, and'the Vida! 
of the Chriſtian by bis Faith bver it, "aq 
firſt in relation to the Natural World. Th 
World, as hath been obſerved, is in ir 
very good , and theevil that ar.ſerh fre 
it is only occaſional. Which is rhus, it 7 
goodly Palace fitted with all grateful ob 
Jets toour Senſes, full of variety and lex 
ſanrneſs, and the Soul faſtening upon thee, 
is ready with Peter in the Mount to cont 
that it is good to be here 3 arid rhereta 
grows careleſs of the thotights of anotl 
ſtate after death, orto think of the paſi 
to it, or making proviſion for itz bu 
ſet up its hopes and happineſs, and rei 
it, and in theſe delighrs and accommod 
tions that it yields our ſenſes. Faith ave 
cometh this part of the Worſd, by affuri 
the Soul, that this lower World is only! 
place of, our probation, not of our hapy 
neſs; our Tan, not 'our home. It prelſe 
tothe Midlf a ſtate of happineſs, to be 
tained after death, infinirel ſurpaſſing all 
the comments and conveniences that th 
World can yield ;/ and that one great mea 
to atrain it, 1s by ſetting onr heafrs ol 
a 


«" =. 0 


1 
No 
it- 
ll 
" 
ws 
i, 
d 


not away our beart 

p our everlaſting treaſure; | to carry a 

er and temperate mind towards it, and 

of it, as in the ſight of that God that 

ds it us, to excite our thankfulne and 
our obedience, not to rob him of the 
gve, and ſervice, and duty we ow unto 
In ſhort, the methods whereby Faith 
ercometh this part of the World,are theſe, 
'By giving us a true eſtimate of it, to 
vent us from gveryaluing jt. 2, By fre- 
it reminding of ys, that it-is only fitted 

the Meridiag. of this life, which js ſhorc 
tranſitory, and paſſeth away. 3. By 
ſentiog unto us a ſtate of future happ1- 
b,. that infinitely ſurpaſſeth it. 4, By 
coyering pur duty in our walk through 

, namely, of great moderation and vigi- 
- $5. By preſenting unto us the ex- 
ample of the Captain of our Salvation, his 
deportment in it, and towardsit, 6. By 
furing us, that we are but Stewards unto 
the great Lord of the Family of Heaven 
23nd Earth for ſo much as we have of it, and 
tto him we mult give an account of dur 


$tewardlbip, 7. By aſſuring us, that our 


great 


t 
will moſt ly give a rew; 
onable to the manuagemetit .of car t 
ſtewardſhip, viz. It done fincerely, 
filly, and obediently tootr great Lotd ' 
Maſter, a rewatd of everlaſting Happ 
and Glory; bur ehiawnione ully, ; 
diſobediently, then a reward of everlaſti 
Loſs and Miſery. | 
' 2, As t6 the cond kitid of World, | 
Malignant World of evil Men, and evil 
gels; and' rherein firlt ja relation to, 
evil Counſel, and evil mp nk that { 
cite ot teinpt us to breach of our duty. 
God. The Methods whereby Faith 
cometh this part of the Malignant W 
are theſe. '1, - It preſerits uhto us our 
that we ow to G4 and which we are boy 
indiſpenſibly to obſerve under the 
penalty of loſs of. our happineſs. _ 2, It p 
ſehts us with the great advantage that 
have in obeying God, dbove whatſoey 
advantage we can have in obeying orf 
lowing the ſioful examples, counſels, 
commands of this World ; and the great 
exceſs of our diſadvantage in obeying or 
following the evil exempts or counſels of 
the World. And this makes him at a point 
with theſe Sollicitations, peremptory tq 
conclude 
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yon «ih 


"Gbd?" 3..lr pre- 


obſer out 

w6r7 lar 
the wo tte you! 
20ati GM o_ tale we 
bits, nd f low the ob exhoples, 
ou {}s of men and" with the great 
your, Jove, yg and reward of 


God 1 + keep opr fidelity and 

duty ro him. $1 repreſen s up} Wick the 
carer our Bleſſed Sayiour. 6.1t 

ts us with the rranſcendetir love of 
> Chriſt Jelvs, who, to redeem and 
e ts from the miſery of , our natural 
tondition , and from the dominion of fin , 
and £0 make us a peculidr people” zealous of 
works, choſe ro beodine a curſe and 

for us, the grea obligation of love 
ant titude and” ddr ; Ttnaginable: And 
then"it' leaves*the Sau impartially to judge 
which' is the” berter of the two; and whe- 
ther” this malign 7,1 Ant gar: can 'propound 
any thin chat can be an equivalent motive 
tofollow their commahds or examples, or 
that Cat equal the love of our Sricar, 
the reward of eternal life, and the favour 
of "the ever glorious God 3 all which muſt 
be denied and toft by afinful compliance 


with 
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with reproach, and ſcorn, 
paverty , and it may be wit 
what proportion do theſe 
your and love of God, and gn etern 
compence of glory and endleſs happin 
The terms therefore of wy obedience 
the loving and gracious God ( 
my utmoſt duty and obedience , tho 
there were no reward attending it ), do 
finitely out-bid, and out-weigh wh 
a finful World can' either give os inf 
And ſecondly, as tg the other part or Scene 
of this malignant World, Perſecutions, | Bt 
proaches, Scorns, yea death it ſelf, Faith 
ſents tHe Soul not only with the foregoai 
con(iderations and that glorious promiſe, 
Be faithſul unto the death, and 1 will 
poadbur s4-(4 life, but ſome other S 
erations that are peculiarly proper to 
condition: vis. I. That ir tis This ſtate, 
that our bleſſed Saviour hath not only fore 
told, but hath annexed a ſpecial promiſe 
bleſſedneſs unto, Bleſſed are they that ant 
perſecuted for Righteouſneſs ſake , for theirs# 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 2. That " 
ve 


to whom 4 


27 m—_rw—_ CTC __ 


\ bwer the World. © 18g 
gohe before us a noble Cloud of Ex- 
all Ages, yea the Captainof our 
jon was thus made perfe@Q by fuffe- 
That though it is troubleſome, it-is 
Tons ends o_ _—_ which = 
e into a ſtate of incorruprible 
ry And this was that which Fade 
three Children at a point with the 
Monarch in the World ready to 
the ſevereſt death upon them; Ozr 
God whom we ſerve is able to deliver ws, &c. 
but if not, know O King that we will not wor- 
thy thy graven Image which thox haſt ſet up. 
And therefore our Bleſſed Lord redoubles 
the iojunQion of our fear toward Him that 
an deſtroy both Body and Soul in Helt, 
but forbids any fear of ſach perſecutors, 
who can only deſtroy the Body and then can 
do no more. And certainly that man that 
hath full aflurance of favour and eſteem 
withthe great God of Heaven and Earth, 
of an incorruptible weight and Crown of 
gory the next moment after death, muſt 
$ have a low eſteem of the reproaches 
and: ſcorns and perſecutions of men for 
righteouſneſs ſake 3 and ſo much the rather 
becauſe that very favour with God, and 
that very Crown of happineſs that he ex- 
pets, is enhanced by thoſe very ſcorns and 
thoſe very afflitions. For, Oxr light af* 
fliTions 
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fliSions. which are here for a mowent , wil 
for ma far more exceedipy aud eternal " 
of glor P a; ol 2 ”w #! Fla a 

3 Concerning the third kind .gf Wo 1 
namely, #he Provideutial World, confiſtig 
in external diſpenſations of adveriity''g 
proſperity... And firſt conoeraſeg the 
part of this World, namely, Awverſily ,; 


caſualties, lofſes of Wealth or friends , fidh 
neſſes, the common effets whereof are 
patience, diſtruſt, murmuring,.. and, ues 
quietneſs : Faith, Conquers. this - part ef 
the World, and prevents thoſe evil ca 
ſequences, which either temptations fra 


without , or corruptions from | 
are apt to raiſe. 1; Faith preſents 


Soul with this aſſurance, that all: « 
occurreaces come fram the wiſe diſpenlath 
on or permiſlion of the moſt glorious God; 
they come not by chance. 2, That il 
glorious God may, even upon the a 

of his own Sovereignty , and. pro 5 
inflict what he pleaſeth upon any of 
Creatures in this life, 4, That yet ,' w 
ſoever he doth in this kind, 1s not [: 


F7IT 


FETs: 


= 


an effect of his power and ſovereignty , 

of his Wiſdom, yea and of his goodoeſs an 

bounty. No afflition can befall any may 

but it may be uſeful for his inſtruction 

prevention, 4 That the beſt of _ de 
rve 


BE 


\ 


_—_— 
x 
- - . 
079 the World. 1% 
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t aftha eyex did gr ev 
befal any Man gt 5- That 
rs have been examples of 7 rag nes 
that haye befala better in, this 
; WitneG, Job, and that excellent” pat- 
of all Patience and Goodneſs, even as 
our Lord Chriſt Jeſus, 6. That 
afllitions are ſent for the good even of 
men, and it-is their fault 'and weak- 
weſs, if they baye not that effeR. 7, That 
in the midſt of the ſevereſt afflictions, the 
yor of God to the Soul, _ diſcovering it 
like the Sun ſhining through a Cloud, 
Nagy and comfort tothe Squl: 8. That 


mighty God is ready to ſupport them, 
it believe in hiw, and to bear them up 
oy Ba their. afflitions , that they ſhall 
k under them, 9g. That whatſoever 

a how great ſoever the afflictions of this life 
re, if the name be blaſted with reproach» 
&, the eſtate waſted and conſumed by fire 
from Heaven, if friends are loſt, if. hopes 
and expeRations diſappointed, if the, Body 
macerated with pains and diſeaſes, yet 
Faith preſents to the Believer ſomething, 
that can bear up the Soul under theſe,, and 
many more preſſures, namely,, that after 
a, few years or days are ſpent, an eternal 
late of unchangeable and perfect My *" 
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ſhall ſucceed 3 chat death the worſt of 

potal evils will cure all thoſe 

deliver up the Soul into a ſtate of er 
comfort and bleffedneſs : And therefore 

bears all this with patience, Ar pers 

and contentedaeſs ; and chearfulneſs 


diſappoints the World in thatex ric BN (ihe 
wherein its ſtrength, in relation to thi 0s 
dition, lies, wer ir conquers wy | 
cience, murmurin aietne(s of n 

2. As to the part of. this P 
dential World, namely Proſperity , wt 
in Truth is the more dangerous condition 
the two,” without the” intervention of 
Divine Grace, the foils that the orldy 
Pe Hf by this condition, are comm 

pride, infolence,” carnal ſecurity, con 
lect of Duty and Religion, Luxutf ily! 

ep like. The method whereb | fooe 
overcometh this part of the World, 
thoſe eyil conſequences that ariſe upe 
are theſe. 1. Faith gives a Man' a true a 

equal eſtimate of this condition,” and keel 
y an from overvaluing it,or himſelf for 
lets him know it is very uncertain, v 
caſual, very dangerous, and cannot « | 
Jaſt this life: Death will come and ſie 
down all theſe Cobwebs. 2. Faith aſſui 
him, that Almighty God obſerves his whi 
deportment in 1t,' that he hath'givea hir 


T 


' 
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j£ * oY " - ; ud , 29Y 
Hd 4. s T. : 
lie, vs __ = iro meer : 
4 {> riche that SPOT" 
is I fiip tothe Great 
"of Heaven and Earth, thit 
yn arore ed Irews, whether 
he! $eeSfUing to ' bis Lords Comiiffion 
zommind;; rage or monly ado 
he'hath , the- greater _ 
| beeauſe his account will be'the - 
TY 'Faith lers him know, thatthie 
Mee 'of wealth, honor, friends, ba 
p as they laſt no'lon 
ohh tranſitory life 3 and chere 
Wdnor: make! up his happineſs, no nor give 
SM" ati cafe or reſcue from a fit of the 
urn $9 there isan Everlaft- 
pineſs or Miſery that: muſt 
R_—_ after death. And on'the 
/ Bithe glory, 'and fplendor, and 
that this inferior World can af 
» nothing, in compariſon of that 
Glory that ſhall be revealed to, and injoy-> 
TY by them that believe and obey. 1, No- 
p in reſpeRt of its duration 5 if a Mari 


I live # thouſand years; yet that muſt 

Y have an etid, and the very pre-apprehenſion 
dan end is enough to dalt, and' blaſt ; 

mad wither any bappinefs; even while it is 

i jojed but chat a8 that age 

agiter 


of thing 

ET 
$, ers t ba 
ne can yield , but emacs gow 
like the light of a Candle in, thepreſenceef 
the Sun, Oa the other ſide, the miſery that 
after death attendsthe mi{-ſpent preſenc life, 
over-ballanceth all the good-ithat. this life 
can yield, both in its degree and dyrationg 
and therefore ,. with the pre+ | 
of it, it ſours and allays all the gaod.that 
is in the greateſt 'happineſs; of his ifs 
4. Faith doth afſure every believing Soi 
that, as ſure as he now liveth, aad-10joy» 
eth that worldly felicity it hath, ſo ſurely; 
if he, in belief and obedience tg the Will of 
God, revealed in and through Chriſt, fhall 
uſe bis Stewardſhip thereof ſoberly, faiths 
fully, and obediently , he ſball injoy that 
everlaſting happineſs that thus out- wane 
(* [f 
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hath here, ſhall be attended with an end- 


and exceſlive miſery unto. all eternity. 
now thus upon theſe- accounts and 


__—_ aith overcometh this World of 
protperity, The corruption in 
york and the temptations of the evil 
4 evil men, would preſently im- 
ve this condition to make the mag 
d, infolent, intemperate, luxuriovs, 
re, truſt Fin udcertain riches, forgetful 
of God and © of Religion : But, by the means 
before mentioned , Faith Conquers the 
World herein, diſap ints the corruption 
of the heart, the ſubtilt ty of the Devil , the 
temptations of evil men, and brings the 
man inte a low eſteem of his ownexternal 
happineſs 3 keeps him in a high and juſt -4 

_ of Heaven z keeps him tempera 
watchful , humble, faithful , Pnuſts 
makes him mindful of his account, and ſtu- 
dious and induſtrious for the attaining and 
ſecuring of aneverlaſting ſtate of happineſs, 
and that when death ſhall render all his 
wealth, and honour, and applauſe, and 
ſucceſles , and glory, to be poor, empty , 
tafipid thiogs, yet he may have aud wy. 
O3 XC 
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HUMILITY. 


ITS 


4 OPPOSITE VICES, 
BexneFits, and Means 
to acquire it. 


Prov, 3, 34- Jam. 4-6. I Pet. 5. 5. 


; | Godreſiſteth the Proud , and giveth Grace to 
p | the Humble. 


Ride and Humility are two oppoſite 
P habits or diſpoſitions of the mind : 


and therefore the diſcuſhon and 
examination of the latter, will of it ſelf 
give us a diſcovery of the former ; and the 
diſcovery of the benefits and advantage of 
the virtue of Humility , will give us alſo 
Q3 an 


vob Of Hemiliy. © 
_ qncnt 02 Be EY neony y 

Prid ray ak | 

of II ure] i 

Humility, we muſt take notice that they 

are two Extremes, and between theſe thy 


virtue of Huwility is pl 7 SE 
The two Extremes in. the Þ 

which is Prid&-andin the defett, 

mind. 


Pride ariſeth-from an over-valuation 
a mans ſelf, vr a want of a due fenſe of by 
dependency upon Almighty God. 4 
though all Pride be an extreme fooli 
ſtemper of the mind, yet ſome kind of Pride. 
is far more unreaſonable ' 2nd vain than 
other; namely , that kind of Pride, that 
ariſeth from ſuch objeRs, that are leſs vale 
able in themſclves,or leſs his own that grow 
proud of them. 

It is a fooliſh thing for a man to be proud 
of the Endowments of his Mird ; as Wit, 
Memory , Judgment, Prudence, Policy, 
Learning, nay of a mans Goodneſs , Vir 
tue,' Juſtice, Temperance , Integrity for 
though theſe be moſt a mans own, yet 
hath them by the bounty and neſs of 
that God, to whom he ows his being 4 
what haſt thou which thou haſt not recet 
ved? Theſe are matters indeed to tip 
up thy gratitude to the Giyer of _—_ 

. by 
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ns yet if thou live 
[0 TD a atty all men 
) te, if not wholly anti- 
X by Wi Learning; Parts; and it is 
#Goliſh thing fora Man tobe proodof that 
which he is not ſure to keep while he lives, 
and muſt loſe at laſt in a great meaſure when 
he dies, even by reaſon of that very Pride 
which accompanies them here. Again, that 
very Pride, which accompanies thoſe excel- 
lent parts and habits, is the very thing that 
either ſpoils, or very mock debaſeth, and 
raagetl | them both in the ſight of God, 
Man 3 it is like the dead Flic in the con- 
feftion, the Worm at the bottom of the 
Gourd, that taints and withers theſe excel- 
lencies, and renders them either contempti- 
ble, or, atleaſt, much leſs valuable. The 
more a Man values himſelf for thoſe things, 
the leſs he is valued by others; and it is 
a thouſand to one that this fooliſh vain hu- 
O 4 mor 


of eminent parts and abilities.z {o,that.t 
receive more re or .t 
Pride, than they receive app! by — f W.. 
Parts: For as God reſiſts t ud, fo doth, | F< 
mankind alſo, and. their very' grige gives” || 
their adverſaries advantage. +. 4; 74” 
And as Pride of Parts, 200 Ihe | 
Mind, is a fooliſh thing 3 ſoPride of 


Indowments is yet more fooliſth, and / vainy, , 
becauſe it is raiſed upon a thingot a _p 
u 
a 
C 
t 
{ 
| 


- 
” 
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or 
v; 


allay than the formegz/ ſuch _azare B 
Stature, Strength, / Agility 3. for. th 

theſe are a Mans own, yet they are | 
that are, not only ſubjeR to more caſualties 
than the former, but they are but of anin- 
ferior nature. | 


Again, yet more vain and fooliſh is that 


Pride that is raiſed upon things that are 
cither purely Adventitious or Foreign, of 
in the meer power of other Men, ag Pride 
of Wealth, 'of Honor, of Applauſe, of 
Saucceſics in AGions, of Titles, gay Cloaths, 
many Attendants , great Equipage, ' Pre- 
cedency, and ſuch little acceſhons: And 
yet it is admirable to obſerve the vanity of 
the generality of mankind, in this reſpet& 5 
there is ſcarce a Man to be found abroad an 
; the 


” 
ho —_ 
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de doth:racely.coo- 
ithia.the breſt of chat, perſon 
ET 
| £ it 
branches 


oumergus 5 Yuch as are con- 


"teqypt and ſcora of others. Contention and 


againſt thoſe that in any degree 


croſs ;them 3 Ambition, Envy againſt any 


that are above them; Vain glory and Oſten- 
tation, hunting after applauſe ; Deſire and 
Delight in flattery and adulationof them 
Inpatience of controul, or contradiQtion, 
or diſappoiatment of what-they affect ; De- 
tration from the worth or value of others. 
And, beſides the diſturbance that it makes 
abroad, it is an intolerable Diſeaſe in the 
Soul that is poſſeſſed therewith, renders his 


' life miſerable, and puts him in the power of 


every Man to be histormentor: If a Poor 
Man, a Mordecai, deny but his cap or- his 
knee, it makes Haman ſtark lick and half 

mad, 


another thing. thoug omen wh ge + 
in Pride, fo in this of baſeneſs of Mind, the 
complexion and temperament may have an 
influence, yet it is moſt commonly 
another account z namely, when a Mas is 
forloraly given over to the love of wealth 
or honor, or of bodily pleaſures or luſts; 
this doth make him proſtitute himſelf to any 
baſe ſordid means, or compliances, to com- 
paſs and attain thoſe ends : There is 

ſo baſe, or unworthy, that ſuch a Man 
not undertake, '6or do, to the attainment 
of what he thus defigns ; ſuch as are baſe 
flattery of Men in power , ugly compli- 


ance with their humors, though moſt nau- 


ſeous and unſavory, creeping and cring- 
ing, even almoſt to adoration of them; 
making pitiful addreflſes to their meaneſt 
dependents, even as low as Pages and Foot- 
boys, performing the moſt unwarrantable 
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offices 


'Y —_ 4 AM _—Yy —Y = 2? 


'onl lookin g 
Hcy be tad 
And this baſeneſs of mind is many times 


| better Principles, Itis a lowly frame and ha- 
bit of ſpirit arifiog from the due ſenſe of the 
| Glorious Excellency of- the Almighty God, 
and our own frailty and infirmities , and of 
our infinite dependence upon his d 
Goodneſs, Mercy , whereby we are under 
a conſtant, firm , and ſound conyiftion, that 
allthe good that is in us, or thatis enjoyed 
or can be expected by us, is from the free 
undeferved liberality of that Glorious God. 

So that although , poſſibly the helps of 


CcOm- 


this virtue; ye 
iv inKe ocdobof mind raj 
ſound j 2 Tin 3.7. Spirit 


cal. 
Mantle of Humility : but - principally it is 
rooted in the very mind it ſelf, and for "the 
molt part evidencing its being there by theſe 
enſuing 2 


1..A moſt awful and fincere Reverenxce 
and Fear of the Great and Glorious God 3, a 
habitual proſtration of onr Soul always 
before him , as the great and glorious So- 
veraign of Heaven and' Earth, in whoſe 
preſence we always are, and to whom 
we ow an infinite ſubjeRtion and depen- 
dence. 

2, A moſt high and conſtant Gratitude 
and Thank fuineſs of Heart and Soul to him, 
for all the good we have in us, orthatis 
or can be enjoyed by us; recogniring bjm, 
as the giver of our Being, of our Facu' ties, 
our abilities, and ſtrength of Mind and 
Body, our Wealth, our Honour, our Com- - 
forts, our Hopes and ExpeCtations; that he 
is agt only the giver of them, but the So- 
- vereign 
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and Soveraign Lord 
of al, char) he bath thus 
gived us, #0 bir Glovy and Service 4 and that 
wemulſt therefore be accountable for them, 


to:-him who is our” | angurncs. hel. womens 


and Maſter. 

4s A conſtoat Vigilevey \anil Httention of 
ojed upoo-all: our thoughts, words and 
ations 3 bur eſpecially, leſt we that 
habitude of mind that we thus ow to At- 


hr ide, arrogancy 
Wm 4Uy 


pon us; 
ul pecking opt - > wrt 

ons ow a9 ings, te 
7: Ys 2 Which abut the conſequence of the 


former, Sober Opimion pry pyoty: Forage loves 
and all we do, and ſay nat t f 


our ſelves above what we ought to ek: 

and; fince felf-love ſo naturally adheres to 
us; tobe very jealous over our ſelves; 
eſpecially in thoſe ations that are good, or 
that meetwith ſome applauſe in the World ; 
leſt we either value them too high, or over- 
value our ſelves hs dy them ;-or leſt 
weare ſhortin gi unto Almighty God 
that Honour that.is due to him, and to him 
only, for them. 6. A 


—_ to thar- 
2 due 


u thom-the;wen, chip raqueſen>-Goae 
boeutifal comly' En we look 


look Lane 
= in =_ 
er tryrms virtyous; and we 

_ ſe rt rye to look n_—_ 
in that poſition that may retder our De 
formitics and Vices3 and 
ive our ſelves the denomination accords 
ingly of Good and Virtuous , and cirher 
do not obſerve, or do not conſider out 
own failings and defefts. If we did aswell 
conſider our fins which we commit, as the 
duties which we perform : and if in the cons 
{ideration of our duties, we did but com 
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ſider how much more of dutics we omit. 


than we perform; and in the duties 'we 
perform, it we did canfider how much 


deadaeks, formality, hypocrilie, vain- 
ſelf-ſeeking, and other unhandſome _d 


lay 


ents were miogled with them ; and 


or allows, any Man to ſay or think 

that that which is ip its ſelf a fin, is not ſo; 

# that Drunkennefs: or Whoredom, or 

Pride, or Vain glory, are not ſins z the Law 

of God; and the Law of Nature tells us 
His Own a ilings, will not 

fently be over-cenforious of nog ggat 


bumility,. as & npriene-p 


teach him _— charitable, 


The farther coufidivericn of che /princh 
ples and companions/ of hutmlity- williap- 
pear in the confideration of the.Firaws, 
and Advantages," and Benefits of trme Hu- 
mility. p 15610 

And cheſs I ſhall. reduce to theſe rhe 
Relations; 1. In relation to Almighty'Got; 
2. In relation to the humble perſon tinaelf, 
'3- Inrelation to others. "It is true chat all 
Virtues, if they be true and” veal},” bave's 
connexion one with. ' another; they | afe 
never liogle ; for the ſame principle that 

h one, begetteth all the reſt ;'and 
habituates, and influenceth the Soul! inal 
its motions; but eſpecially this-Vireoe of 
Humility , when-it is genuine 'and' true}, 
15 ever accompanied with alt thoſe exoet- 
lent Habits and Graces, 'that perfect che 

Soul z 
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Sues Grace td vhe Hunible; And although 
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+thveefore, in elaviun to Almighty 
Pry the tamble Man hath in aſpeciat ane 
ney eheſe wo grear advaritages. ' '1, Heres 
ctives Grave; or Favor, or Honor from 
Gdd;-2: He receives DireQion; Guidance, 
md Counſel from God. Both which ate fin- 


larly ya ;and, by a kind of ſuitable 


coniferred Almig 
doll wpon aetitieble Sou: - oh wh 


VFirlt Favor,  Honrr, and Grace from- 
God-is aſpevtal portion of the Humble 
Man) The '#iſe Mer tells is hete // #6 


Grace iw'a comprehenſive word,” and" m- 
tludes in at ſelf, not vhly Favor -arid Fon 
eptance with "God" 5 biit alſo th 

teceſlions of "the gifts 'of His' Bounty ig 
Goodneſs j- which come from this Great 
Giver. off every perſe&- gift 3 as Wiſdotn, 
Peace ,- — of Hear » 


IS. 


, »F 'n 
come thou up hater, | hon feel hemngen 
ſhip or grace in the preſence of ubem tha 
at meat with thee 5 for he that exaltetb him 

ſelf ſball be abaſed , and be that abafeth 4 
By Pulte enelntes So that by Grace 1 
tended 1 avor, Acceptance.. 
nOT, Ms wo Great and 
ous. God of Heaven and - Earth. 
certainly were there no other reward 
Humility ,, than Acceptance... and .F 
with the great Soveraign of the. W 
it « were reward cnon We're dai 
' What pains, and charge, and expence, 
ſervitude Men undergo, to attain the & 
vor of a Prince, or great Man; though 
he be but a poor mortal Worm 4 and how 
Men . pleafe themſelves, when they have 
attained ſome little unprofitable reſpeſt 
from a' great Man,. But what - is that it 
compariſon of being in: Grace and rey 
with 
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with the - of Kings, the Lord of Hea- 
2 Eſpecially , when we conſider that 
Favouror Acceptance of the Glorious 
Ged is not a bare unproficable Eſteem or 
, ſuch as many times the great Fa- 
ites of Princes obtain from them : 
the Favour and Acceptance of God is 
ys accompanied with Bounty and Be- 
z As he is the Sovereign Ocean 
v good, fo we may be ſure, he will 
unicative and liberal of it, to ſuch 
favours. He, whoſe benignity is 
hourly extended to the meaneſt of his Crea- 
wees, nay to the very worlt of men; can- 
we be parcimoanious or ſtrait-handed to 
e whom he s, and cſteems,” and 
$o that the humble man finds 
Gtace in the ſight of the Glorious God , 
| &d, as an effec of that grace, the bounti- 
ful communication of all neceſſary _ 
fam the Munificence, Bounty and Libera- 
thy of him, that thus favours him : and 
Jenn eaough for the molt profound 
ility. | 
The Reaſon why Almighty God accepts 
thus an Humble perſon, is the very ſame 
that makes him reſiſt the Proud , which 
isthisz Thegreat God made all things in 
the World for two Ends: viz. Ir. Thereby 
to communicate his own "m_ _— 
7 ang 


. a, | - : 
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and Benificence, and ' principally "for ths 
Glory of his own' Greatneſs ,-- Wiſdoity) 
Power, and Majeſty; and although he 1 
ceives no addition of Happineſs' by theres 
turn of Glory from his Creatures, yet it s# 
thing he values, his Glory he will 'not ou 
to another; and if is un ing the 
cellency of His Majeſty to be diſappointed 
in his End. Glory is out of its place} 
when it is not retarn'd to the God of Glory, 
or in order to him, It is the natural, 
well as the reaſonable, Tribute of all his 
Creatures, and a kind of proper RefleCtion 
of the Bounty and Splendor of all his works | 
unto the God that made them. Now the 
Proud man uſurps that Glory which is due 
to his Maker, and takes it to himſelf; 
tercepts that due and natural return and 
refleftion due unto the Creator of all 
things, takes that tribute that is due 
God, and applies it to himſelf; puts ol 
out of its place and natural -courſe, whie 
it ſhould hold towards the glorious God, 
as the Rivers do to the Sea: And this uſur 
pation, as itis a kind of Rebellion againſt 


God, ſo it inverts and diforders the true | 


and juſt natural courſe of things ; and 
therefore as the proud man herein walks 
contrary to God, ſo God walks contrary, 
to him; They that honowr me, 1will honour; 


the 
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wy ow deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly efteemed : 
x 2. 20. And as this is a moſt rea- 
fonable a&t- of Divine Juſtice, ſo theſe 
frem two things, that even upon an ac- 
g@unt of natural congruity muſt needs 
make the condition of a Proud man uneaſie 
awd unhappy, in relation to Almighty 
God: 1. Every thing is beautiful, and 
uſeful, and convenient in its proper 
pes but when it is out of its place, it 
es troubleſome and diſorderly , like 
aBone out of joynt, it cauſeth diſcompo- 
fure. When therefore the Proud man 
arrogates to himſelf Glory, and inter- 
cepts its free return to the God of Glory, 
towhom it belongs, Glory is out of its 
place , and diſorders and diſcompoſeth the 
uſurper of it, ſo that he grows ſick bf it, 
ſometimes to madneſs, but always to di- 
temper and diſcompoſure. 2. The Proud 
man is ſo full of himſelf, and of the Ho- 
nour , and Glory, which he uſurps and 
attracts to himfelt , that he is uncapable ot 
an acceſſion of Grace or Favour from 
God: for he thinks he hath enough of his 
"own, and this obſtruts the acceſles and 
irradiation of the Divine Favour, 
Grace, and Benediction. Intzs Exiſtens 
probibet alienum. It is the empty Soul, 
empty [ mean of Pride , Selt-conceit, and 
P 3 Vain- 
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with the Divine fe 
But on the contrary , The Humble Man 
bath theſe two agy_- advantages, . 1. He 
carries Glory and Honor to him, to whom 
it belongs, to its proper center and 
trey 3 namely, to the Ever-glori 
and that Ocean of Goodneſs and PerteQtiag 
that reſides in him : And this gives the 
Man egſe, and quietneſs, and compoſure of 
Mind ; for he doth not intercept the Tri 
bute that is due to his Maker , but payy 
It over to the right owner. If he doth 
any good, noble, or becoming aCtion, he 
checks the firſt motion of Pride and Olten- 
tation in himſelf, and receives not the 
applauſe of others, but direQts all the praiſe 
and glory of it, to that God that hath 
done it by him, or in him, or for himz 
Not unto ws, but to thy Name give the Glorg, 
And this gives him ſingular — 
ſerenity, and evenneſs of Mind, becaule he 
1s not ſurcharged with that which belong 
not to him, nor under thoſe ——_ 
boylings of mind, which this Tribute due 
to his Maker raiſeth, when uſurped by a 
Man to whom it (belongs not. Again, 
2. ' By this Humility and Lowlinefs of Mind 
the Soul is empty, not of what it ſhould 
have, but of what it ſhould not have; and 


by 
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every IntelleQual _ that as. with. 
Underſtanding and Will, We find, even 
the regulated motions of our own Na- 
tare, a ſecret averſneſs to gratifie a proud 
and haughty Man ; for he either ſcorns or 
| a kindneſs, as beneath him; or ar- 
togates and owns it as his own due, and 
not a bounty : But a perſon truly humble, 
ſenſible of a benefit, thankful 'for it, gets 
within us, invites beneficence. And ſurely, 
though the Bleſſed God be not at all under 
the impotency of Humane Paſlions ; yet he 
s a God of infinite Wiſdom, and placeth 
his beſt benefits, where they will be beſt 
received and uſed, 2. It ſeems to hold 
congruity and ion with the very 
ts and as natural : The 
Divine benignity is much more diffuſive 

than the Light, the Air, the moſt communi- 

cable Element in the World, & filleth every 

thing according to its meaſure and capacity 
of reception; 1s that which communicateth | 
it ſelf to Vegetables in Life and Vegetation, 

but not in Senſe, becauſe not receptive of 
itz tq Animals in Life and Senſe, but not 
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is Reaſon or Undeatandiog, been > 
receptive of it 3 to.-Menin Li Senſe and | 
Underſtand 


ing,that.s common to the whole: 
Species 3 and if they have but.room intheny 
for it, and do-nat: wiltully-theuſt it from) 
them , in Grace alſo, and Favor, and Ac 
zeptation, in the bettering and improving 
of their Souls in the influences of his Lovey 
direQion and guidance : And ſuch a Velſel 
is the humble Soul, -empty of Pride, Self- 
attribution, Vain-glory 3 one that is glad 
of ſuch guelts , - as the Grace and Favor 
and; Acceptance of.God 5; bath-room for 
them in his heart ,'- and fo becomes a fit 
Tabernacle for the influences of that God, 
that revives the Spirit of the Humble. 1 


57-15. 

And here by the Benigaity and Favor of 
God, I do not mean the heaping of Tempo- 
ral Honors or Wealth upon Men; theſe are 
but ſmall inconſiderable things, ſuch as are 
common to proud, and many times denied 
to the humble. But they have a better ex- 
change, namely, Peace with God, inward 
teſtimonies of his Favor, ſecret indications 
of his Love, direCtions and inſtrutions by 
the ſecret whiſpers and intimations of his 
Spirit, quietneſs and tranquillity of Mind, 
and pledges of Immortality and Happineſs, 
thoſe 
- Animi 
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' Bent, ©- incoltum yeneroſo pe@ we honeſto, 
-. And: theſe are 'thi of a far preater 
yalue than external: Wealth and ; 


#d as far before them, as the: Mind and 
Soul ie ſelf is. But of this more in the 


geTT. - - 
'42; "The ſecond great advantage of the 


bumble Soul is, That he ſhall be ſure of Di- 
refFion, and Guidance, and Counſel, from the 
beſt of | Counſellors, the glorious God of 


\Wiſdom. Pſal. 25. 9. The meek will he guide 


in judgment ; the meck will he teach his way. 
Meekneſs and Humility are but the ſame 
thiog under different names. 

And this guidance and direftion of Al- 
mighty God is of two kinds, in relation to 
a double end. 1. Guidance and direQion 
in relation to his Everlaſting End, the Sal- 
yation and Happineſs of the Soul; namely, 
what he is to believe, and know, and do, 
in order to that greateſt and moſt importance 
End. And therefore it is obſervable, that 
although the Myſtery of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the common Inſtrument of 
the Salvation of Mankind, is the moſt wiſe 
and profound Defign and Myſtery, and of 
the greateſt importance that ever the World 
was acquainted withz yet the moſt _ 

an 
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that great orious Myſtery quite con- 
trary tothe Widow and Grandeur of the 
World-z inſfomuch, that to the moſt know-' 
iog of the World, and that were 
fall of their own Knowledge, the Jews, "it 
became a ſtumbling Block 3 to the 
Greeks, the moſt Learned and Wiſe People 
in the World, and that were full of the ſenſe 
of their own Wiſdom and Learning, it was. 
accounted fooliſhneſs. 1 Cor. 1. After that, 
by wiſdom the world knew not God, it ma 
him by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching ; name 
of = his nut ery Crucified, 
io ſave them that believe. And accordingly, 
in the Primitive times it ſucceeded a 
ingly, the Wiſe Rabbies of the Jews and 
the Learned Philoſophers of the Gentilerz 
for the moſt part, derided or rejected it, 
Not many Wiſe, not many Mighty enter- 
tained it; forthe Wiſdom of God ordered 
the Wiſdom and Myſtery of the Goſpel, 
quite counter tothat Wiſdom that was in 
vogue in the World. And we now ſee the 
reaſon why it was fitly and wiſely fo deſign» 
ed, for it was deſigned to thwart and croſs 
and confound that corrupt Wiſdom of the 
World, which had before corrupted it 
the World by Wiſdom knew not God. But 
on the contrary, the Meck and H__— 
an 


d, did veil and dreſs 
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yed the Goſpel : The Poor receive the Goſpel; 
the poor in. ſpirit, lowly, meek: Mat. 10, 
I. He that receiveth not the Kingdar of God 
#4 little Child, ſhall in no wiſe enter into it. 
It-was, fitted, and ordered ; and modeled 
in fach a dreſs, and ſuch a method ,- that 
it was ſujtable to the reception of ſuch 
_ and none but ſuch were receptive 
it, | 
Again , 2. Humility diſpoſeth the Glori- 
ous God to give, and the humble mind to 
receive direction and guidance in all the 
walk and concern of this life. A proud 
heart ordinarily difdaineth and underva- 
lueth all other Wiſdom but his own, and 
all other counſel but ſuch as ſuits with his 
own Wiſdom: And therefore the Glori- 
ous God moſt commonly croſleth or diſf- 
appointeth him , or leaves him ta the hea- 
dineſs and miſery of his own counſels, and 
to eat the bitter fruit of his own raſh- 
neſs and folly. For, whatever the bliad 
men of the World think, the aGtions of 
men and their ſucceſſes are under the Regi- 
ment of the Divine Will and Provyidence ; 
and it is no wonder if he, that invitbly 
Joeene the Events of the World, take the 
iſe in their own craftineſs, and mingles 
| - giddi- 
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, and breaks the thred 'of all their con- 
trivances3' for he hath a thouſand ways 
with eaſe and facility to do it. We may 
every day fee what ſmall intervention quite 
ſhatters, and diſorders, and overturns the 
moſt politick, ſubtil, ſecret, and well laid 
deſigns in the werpritindk in one mo- 
ment a pitiful ſmall Occurrence 
wholly breaks in pieces a defign of men 
laid her with 1 deliberation and 
forecaſt z with huge proſpe@ and precaution 
of difficulties ; with great reſerves and pre- 
parations againſt all imaginable obſtacles; 
with all the advantages of ſecrefie, power, 
combination of parties, connexion and 
contignation of ſubſidiary aids; and yet 
one poor unthought of accident cracks in 
ſunder, and breaks all to ſhivers the whole 
elaborate Hachina ; fo that ina moment 
the ſhivers thereof lie all broken and dif- 
joynted like a potſherd daſht againſt a Wall; 
or the whole contrivance diſappears like the 
fabulous enchanted Caſtles, 

But on the other (ide, an humble man 
leans not to his own underſtanding z he is 
ſenſible of the deficiency of his own power 
and wiſdom, and truſts not in it; he is al- 
ſo ſenſible of the all-ſufficient Power. Wil- 
dom aad Goodaeſs of Almighty God, and 
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commits himſelf 60 him for 
dance, DireQion , and 


tohim ; and as 


itin humility and ſincerity : 
The Air doth not more natu- 
rally yield to our attrattion 
in reſpiration,or to 1nfinuate 
it ſclt into thofe ſpaces that 
arereceptive 'of it, than the 
Divine Aſtiſtance,Guidance, 


Deſires and 'Exigences and 


and Beneficence doth to the ' 


SY 
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Cowmnſel, Gui- 


Ir isna- 


tral for any man or thing , that is ſenſi 
ble of his own deficiency , to ſeek out after 
that which may be a ſupport and ſtrength 
Almighty God is effentiall 
Good and Perfect, fo he is (if I may wt 
the expreſſion ) moſt naturally Communi- 
cative of it, to any that ſeek unto him for 


v Amonin. 

l.8. je 45. Haxd 
Minas Vis Intelle» 
Ariz whiq, circum- 
ſuſa oft, & omni 
qui trabere poteſt ſe 
ingrrit , quam com- 
minis bic arr you- 


nm ſpirare woltt- 


ti. 


Wants of an humble Soul , ſenſible of its 
own emptineſs: and deficiency, and implo- 
ring the. Direction, Guidance and-Blefling 
of the moſt Wiſe and Bountiful God. Fcan 
call my own Experience to witneſs, that even 
in- the external aQions , occurrences, arid 
incidences of my whole life, I was never 
diſappointed of the beft Guidance and Di- 
retion, when in Humility and ſenſe of niy 
own deficiency, and diffidence of my own 
ability to dire& my ſelf, or'to grapple with 
the difficulties of my Life ,-I- have with 


humility 
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homie ad Grey pond th Go | 


dom and Providence: And I dare therew 
obſervation 
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appeal to the ar and ftrid 
of any mans Experience, whether he hath 
not found the ſame Expericace in relatiog 
to himſelf, and his own actions and ſuc 
celkes, and whether thoſe counſels and 

rpoſes which have been taken up afcer an 
Funble i invocation of the Divine Dire&jon 
have not been always moſt ſucceſsful in the 
end. 

2. And as thus Humility is of admirable 
uſe, in relation to the Glorious God and 
the Effluxes of his Bleſſing and DireQiong 
ſo it is of fingular advantage , in relation 
fo the Humble man bimpſelf, as may appes 
in theſe enſuing Conſiderations.” . 

1. Humility keeps the Soul in great 
Fvenneſ; and Tranquilli The truth is, that 
the ſtorms and tem veſts and diſorders of 
the Soul do not rap nr Cif at all ) ariſe 
from the things without us, as from the 
paſtions ms of the Soul ir ſelf, 
eſpecially that of Pride and Haughtineſs, 
which as the Wiſe man ſays, is the mo- 
ther of Contention, and that within the 
very Soul it ſelf, as without it is that which 
blows up the paſſions of Anger, and Re 
venge, and Envy and Hatred , and Imps- 
tience, 
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diſxegute, or - put a Man, 
makes him vex bicafelf,* even 2 to death , 
Ee, 
rr cg thought at is it that 
makes -him jealous 'of anothers Mans ad- 
yancement 3: that makes bim hate and envy 
another that hath attained greater dignity 
than himſelf 3 that makes his thoughts and 
indcavors reſtleſs, till he get to be greater 
a richer than othersz and yet when he 
hath-attained not reſting in it, but (till af- 
giring higher 5 char fills bim with fears, and 
torturibg cares, left he ſhould either miſs 
what' he aims at, or loſe what he hath at- 
ined; that fills him with revenge againſt 
all that oppoſe: him, or ftand .in his way, 
Sith impatience under any, croſs or diſap- 
, many times almoſtto the extre- 

mity of madneſs and frenzy ; that makes him 
unquiet and diſcontented- with his preſent 
condition, and raiſcth a thouſand ſuch diſ- 
orders and diſcompoſures in the minds of 
'Men > All theſe are moſt plainly reſolvable 
ito this curſed diſtemper of Pride and 
-Haughtineſs of Mind ,, as might _ evi- 
ently 
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ſtate of ſuch a Mans mind: mutt: areds be Ya 


marvellous diforderty-andnohappy;i- 1111 vi 
But Humility, cures: this" diſeaſ& 1" this. 
Feaver of the Mind $4 keeps 'the (Patios 
cool, and calm; and gai t;\ and low; and 
x keeps under hourly diſcipline, thrawoeald 
water apon them. |Have' I received'an 
affront. a diſgrace A Mew, cou. 
tempt from' my equal or: iateriory/ 1 
and ſcandal , diſappointment in 

ation of ſome: external - advantaj 

Am I like to berturned out of office ;-»» 
be. made poor, or the: like 7 I haveiewb 
confiderations , thatikeep me (hillzjn 4 
equal temper , and that filence; all: 
Paſſions, which preſently .im a prodd:Mim 
would be-alt on map (oat a huzly 
burly. 1. | 7 know that thoſe; things com 
not without the Divite Commilſus , od 
leaſt vary, 4 3 and: foall:1. nor quietly 
wbmit to #hat Will 'of my great "'Spoereig 
— to whom 1 ow” cnn lf ; "and: whaſe 
will I pray daily may be done”? 'It' was'an 
admirable inſtance of this | Humility 
David, when, to add to his preſene-{ld 
condition, 8himei curſed him Co birterly, 


and although he bad powerand 
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&Hi | yet he ſorbad ir, 
ie may be: the Lord 


| » bid Shimdi 
ent David, '2 Sax," 16, 10, Again, 
&” What am 1, that I' muſt not be croſſed, 
reprouehed, or contemned, or di 


, thaw I am itt my own. ' If the 
reproach me, ſpoil me of that 1 
kibe 5 if I am poor, or ſtorned, it is but 
what 1 deſerve, and leſt than 1 deſerve for 
fins at the band: ro + Thongh pers 
e'T amt flandered, or falſly accuſed by 
them, yet 1 know ill enongh of . my ſelf 
t\make ewe bear patiently even a falſe ac+ 
__ 53 and they cannot make me more 
, «nd- vile, in the eſteem of others, 
this I am in my own, And thus Humi- 
Ity breaks and quenches the Paſſions ; 
and keeps the Mind ſerene and undi- 
farbed under all external Occurrencies; 
Ie to deſcend to particulars more dj- 
findly, 

"2, Humility gives Contentation in any 
Condition or Station, And the reaſon is; be- 
uſe an humble Mind is never above that 
ſation or Condition of life that the Diving 
Frovidence orders, but rather under or 
below it, or at the moſt halds pace with ir, 
When'the Mind rans beyond the conditton 
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lives beyond his 
comes neceſlarily: poor , 


not: And that Mind, that in 

the things of the World , runs' beyond 
ſtation, can neyer be confented nor quig 

and though he attain this year, what 
anxiouſly purſued the laſt year, FE ſtill 

his Mind will be running farther {till, and 

keep before his acqueſts, as the fore Whael 

of the Coach will ſtill run before the hinder | 4, 
Wheel : But an humble Man is ever content B71 
ed with what the Divine Providence and Þ 
Honeſt Induſtry allots him , and injoyst 
comfortably and thankfully, and cart} 
down with a narrow Fortune,with this cot 
tenting contemplation, That which I baveh 
given by the Bountiful God, of Liberality, us 

of Debt ; if I had Ieff, it were more 

could deſerve : For I can with Jacob ſay, 

of the ſenſe of my own unworthineſi, TI am 

than the leaſt of all his Mercies, Bleſſed there 

fore be his Name. 

3. Humility gives always Patience unde 
all Adverſity of wharkind foever it be ; and 
this is always an effe& and companion a 
true Humility upon theſe inſuing Conſiders] 
trons. 1, The greateſt cauſe of impatience 
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any exteroal or calamity , as fromthe 


eat difturbance and rel | 
ind, of him-that ſuffers it 3 and this it is 
raiſerh up the waves and billaws 
hin: the croſs or calamity it may beis 
gugh and beyond the power of him thar 
wuſſers ic, to extricate or control : And on 
other fide, when it meets with a mind 


® tumultuous and contumacious as the 


i _ or croſs, it raiſeth a ſtorm, as 
hen the wind and tide are contrary , or 

e that ſtate of Paul's voyage in the 
Adriatick Sea, where two Seas met, 
X: 27. which oftentimes endangers the 
|. Hethat violently and impetuouſly 
m_— againſt a calamity, is like one 
with a ſtrong yoak or bond, his 
frugling , like a wild Bull in a Net , galls 
tim more than the yoak it ſelf otherwiſe 
would do; and a proud and haughty ſpi- 
fit, commonly miſcalled courage, contri- 
butes more to his own uneaſineſs than his 
mo doth : But an bumble, lowly mind 
bnaturally more able to bear his croſs with 
more paticace, becauſe it is evident that 
the ſoftneſs , humility , and quietneſs, and 
calmneſs of his mind breaks the force of 
the calamity, and renders it more eaſie 
Q 3 by 
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deſeryes. + As long as | 
World, there is no condition fo trov 
ſom , and painful, and yuneafie, but it may 
be worfez and an humble man always 
thinks that that condition or circumſtance 
of his life, which may be worſe, is not 
the worſt that he deſerves. It may bel 
am poor, but yet I am well eſteemed; 
I deſerve both poverty and diſeſteem; i 
may bel'am _ under a mag 
of ignomin I , yet I have 
. my health of body, a need and 
Readineſs of mind , and this is more than 
I deſerve : It may be Iam, with Job, under 
- a confluence and complication of calamb- 
ties, loſs of Eſtate, of Children and Rela- ' 
tions, cenſured by my very friends as an 
hypocrite and one under the diſpleaſure of 
Almighty God, my "body macerated with 
diſeaſes, yet I have life, and where there 
is life there is hope 5 Wherefore doth the I 
ving man complain, a man for the puniſh 
ment of his fins ? Lam. 3. 39. the living 
man hath no cauſe to complain, becauſe al- 
though ke ſuffer the loſs of all other things, 
yet his life is ſpared and given him for a 
prey. The humble man is patient o_ 
ore 


= <p =o» 226 TOLEDO BUL 


© 
— 


. ME 


= — 


En BE SR TTrOCOG EA SLUUPSR EB ROCHE” ASGnGGo O20 T7. 


t diſpenſer or permitter and 
all the even in. the World; to 
be the moſt Wiſe, Juſt and Gracious God 3 
and t be doth not only ſubmit to 
his Will, as an a& of Neceſlity which be 
eannpt control, or as:an.aQt of Duty in 
pbedicnce to his Sovereign, but as an at 
of Choice; of Prudence, becauſe the 


Will of his Maker is wiſer than his own, 


and more eligible than his own 3 and there- 
fore he makes the will of bis Maker his 
own Choice, and-upon the account of true 


dgment concludes that whatſoever the 
Powerful and Irrefiſtible, the moſt 


Wiſe and Prudent, the moſt Juſt and 
Merciful Will of God appoints for. him , 
isnot only fit for him to ſubmit unto, bur 
alſo to chooſe, and as well checrfylly and 

Q3 thank- 


2go- Of ag: 
olow-end. elect: And 
well knows that all 'the ſaccefſes' of /his 
are- under the | Regiment © 


Government 
and Providence of the moſt Glorious; Soves 
- oven tho 


reign, Wiſe and Meroiful 
that ſeem in _—_— ed 
unecaſje, and 


cheerfully comports Gb a + Divine Wilt 


in thetolleration of them, and waits 
his All-ſufficiency and Goodneſs in his 
rime, cither to rewove thetn, or to ſuppore 
him under them. 

4. Humility gives great Moderation and 

$obriety and Vigilance in the fulleſt enj 

ments "of Temporal Felicity of _ . 
whatſoever. There is a Rfange Witch» 
craft in Proſperity to rob a mat of Inno+ 
cence: How many in the Werld have 1 
in my time ſeen, that under the . greateſt 
preffures of croſſes and calamities, of po- 


verty and reproach, have kept their Con | 


ſciences fair and clean , their Innocence mon—_ 
Tategrity , Piety and Goodneſs within t 


and about them, that yet by the warm 
beams and ſunſhine of external Proſperity - 


have caſt off their Innocence, as the Tra*+ 


veller did his Cloak in the Fable, made 


ſhipwrack of their Confciences , and be- 
cate as great oppreſſors , as diſorderly and 
debauched 


ny 


2,878 era 


Family of Heaven and Earth, Talents in- 
triſted 'to him» as a Steward, - and an Ac- 
y for bis Maſters uſe, 


to make him-the' more careful how he im- 
ploy it. And bis Humility is not diminiſh» 
ed'by his plenty, but rather increaſed ; 
and this keeps him ſober and moderate in 
the uſe of what he hath ; for he looks up» 
on all he hath, as none of his own, but 
his Maſters, to whom he is accountable 
and as it makes him ſober and gnoderate 
in the uſe of what he hath, fo it makes 
him ſtudious to imploy it to: the honor 
of his Maſter , and fai hful. in that im- 

Q 4 ployment. 
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tunities of Proſperity get graynd, upon his 
Mind -or his. Virtue, efpecially u 


Humility : For worldly grandeur 
ſteals away that: Vertue ,- - or | impairs/ 
ſooner than any other. Pride isa- kind1 
ſhadow, or rather a Devil; i that ordias+ 
rily haunts and waits upon Wm 7 
neſs and prolpericy' and therefore 
a {tric gua _y heart, and watches 
narrowly the firſt blooming: or. bloſſoming 
of Worldly-mindednefs, Self-dependanee 
Truſtiag in 'uncertgin Richey, making 
them his Hope or his Confidence ,; bus 
eſpecially upon ſwellings of Vaio- glory, 
Pride, Self-applauſe, _ thoſe other vet, 
min that commonly breed jn the Soul, by 
the warm influences of Proſperity : And 
he never ſuffers theſe unclean Birds to roolt 
or reſt i his$0ul; checks and rejefts the 
very frſt qzotigns/ of them, and cruſhey 
zheſe Vipepous Eggs in the very firſt apy 
-Pearonee k:. At ty pre yen; the yery tir 
PPPot- 
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ſifles them; 


naturally, and by a kind .of neceſlary 

, arm a Man againſt the Fear 
2 an 3mminent or impendent. Evil 3 and 
pan the very ſame' Grounds and Reaſons, 
had therefore- they need not be again re- 
peated, Commonly Surprize and Unex- 
,getednels of any evil, reuders the Fear 
more terriblez becauſe it takes a Man up- 
nn the ſudden, and before he can com- 
poſe himſelf, or rally thoſe Succors of 
Hope and Reaſon to ſupport him againſ it 3 
it is like a ſudden diſeaſe, that ſurpriſeth 
the bady that laboreth under ill humors, 
before it can allay or moderate them by 
preparative Helps or Catharticks, whereby 
+ ſudgdgn gcmbuſizon ariſech, and many 
Fires 


ry . 

mility keeps the Mind in-a -1 
pared temper 3' keeps the Paſſions uindews 
diſcipline, and is always in a readineſs"29” Jy 86 
receive the ſhock of a unget; Ye mig 
minent or impendent , - grear” 
diſorder or aſtoniſhment * 'An hunt 
Man hath no ſuch great value for h 
as to think he is to be exempt from calar 
ties 3 and _ ſtare 
at the approaching of He reckon 
he hath portion enough in tary | | 
he can keep his Innocence, the Peace'ef 
bis Conſcience, and Quietneſs within 5 «4 | 
for Matters of the World, as he makesnot/ 
their in joyment the obje@ of his hope; 
he makes not their loſs any great motive® 
his fear ; Gods Will be done, is the 
guage of his Soul in relation to them. bh 
he 'threatned with the loſs of his E 
of his Friends and Relations, of his H 
and Eſteem, and hath he the news of hif 
Death, either from without, by violence 
or perſecution, or from within by the fore- 
ranners of ir, ſickneſs or old age? yet is he 
by no means tormented with ar by theſe 
meſſengers, 

1. The evenncls of his own Mind _— 

ct 


Upon 
he retires into himſelf ; What am 


I ſhould think to be exempt from 
nent evils? What title bave I to 


with 


296 "Of unify: 
with bir favour and acceptation and pete Þ \ 
with him. - i 0 900,” 1, a0 
Good God ! when 11lookmpon that wh 
call my. Innocence, what a ſpotted 
that I am even aſbeamed to call it 
when I look upon my Integrity, with 
deal of ſecret hypecriſie hangs about it , 
it ves not the name of Integrity, 
yet that little ſmall particle of what 1 
Innocence Integrity which is truly ſuck; 
it is his gift to me that js pleaſed to own 
reward it as mine, with peace and ff 
ble acceptance; and as long ar be is þ 
thus to continue to me what indeed is bis, 
thus to accept it as if it were my own, 
reaſon have I to fear the loſs of all things elſe, 
even life it ſelf ? ſince ſtill I enjoy much man} 
than I deſerve, and which no Man or 
vil, no calamity or Danger , nd = 
it ſelf can deprive me of ? and thus far of 
advantages of Humility in relation to 4 
fil os 
3. The advantage of Humility is relatits 
fo others is of twokinds; 1. The advanta 
the humble man doth to others; 2. Thes 
vantage which the humble man receiy 
from others upon the account of his hum 
hry. g 
5 As to the former of theſe 5 we may 
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at Pride or a Proud man bringeth there- 
c 6 har happes 10 mankind ano 
chiefs that to manki ol- 


w them to their Original, he ſhall find that 


moſt.of them ow their original to this 
pot, Let a man but look abroad in the 
orld, he ſhall find a fort of evil Spirits, or 
urics in it, that fill it with infinite Sorders 
mad miſery : For inſtance, Atheiſm, Hatred, 
ife , tention, Wars, diſparaging 
Powers , Herefies, Envie, Ambition , Se- 
gion, Oppreſhion, Perſecution , DetraQi- 
Slandering, Cruelty , Contempt, Un- 
ritableneſs, Cenforiouſneſs, and a thou- 
and'more ſuch deviliſh Furies, that fill the 
Vorld with blood, and confuſion, and diſ- 
arder. And now let us but trace thoſe or 


ny of thoſe to their original, we ſha!l find 


that for the moſt ( part ) Pride is that Pax- 
#ora's Box, out of which they- ſpring and 
#hhe.' 'Let us take an eſtimate of ſome of 
them: - Atheiſm , that cuts in ſunder all 


the bonds of Religion, Government, and 
Society, whence comes it ? but by the Pride 
of mens hearts, that cannot endure to have 
a Sovereign Lord above them, but that 
they may be ſelf dependent;*or the Pride 
of mens Wits, that out of ſcorn of -avy 

thing 


Strife, Diſobedience to Parents, Rebellig 
againſt Governors, they all ſpring moſt 4 
dinarily from the ſame root of Pride: h 
Pride cometh Contention, Prov.13 10. al 
that cannot endure to be controlled , eithy 
by Laws or Governors, by Parents or 
periors, but think their own Will and 
muſt be the uncontrollable rule of all th 
ations. So again for Wars, there is 
any War between Princes or States, 
either of both ſides, or at leaſt of one (id 
Pride and defire of Domination is the 
root and cauſe of it, though it be gui 
over oftentimes with other Pretences. * 
gain, for the moſt part, the Diſputes 
perſons of Learning, or pretending to 
ariſe from this Luſt of Pride contend 
for a Sovereignty in Wit, or Learning, i 
patient of contradiction, eager and imply 
cable, conteſting for reputation , victory; 
and the maintaining of What they 
once aſſerted, and ſcorhing the leaſt ms 
tration. So that many times, upon petty, 
inconſiderable, unuſeful, inevident trifley 
men are as hotly engaged, as if Heaven 
were at (take upon it: And from henoe 
; many 
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, Ambition, DetraQtion from others, 

uſe they think all preferment due to 

ir own worth , and that any good that 

to others, is a kind of derogation 

from themſelves; aſpiring thoughts, and 

ies indeavoring to cruſh and rujne 

} that ſtand in their way to that mark 

&f grandeur that- they aim at, And the 

like inſtances might be given in almoſt all 

thoſe 'turbulent Luſts and Paſſions among 

Men, that break out to the common di- 

fturbance of mankind, and all Humane 
$ocieties. 

And therefore certainly, whatever vir- 
tue, or temper, or habit (or whatſoever . 
elſe we (hall call it) there is, that cures 
this mad, and unruly, and exorbitant luſt of 
Pride among Men , mult needs be one of 
the moſt benevolent, and uſeful, and ad- 
vantageous things to mankind and Humane 
Society : And this is that excellent _— 

O 


of Converſation, every one giving pre- 
ference to-another, rather than jnva 
him, his reputation or intereſt, 

to all, ". | 
But it is true, that there is little hope that 
all mankind will arrive to ſuch a temper; 
and this indeed is that which makes the on- 
ly conſiderable ObjeQion againſt it, which 
may be thus improved : 

Ton commend Humility, as the great and 
Sovereign. Antidote againſt Pride, the com 
mon diſturber of mankind ; and certainly, 
what you - ſay is demonſtratively. true , if 
all the World could be perſwaded to its 
but this never was , 'nor never can be ex» 
peBed ; as thete are Wolves, and Lions, 
and Bears, and Foxet among Bruits, 4 
well 2s Sheep and other innocent Braits >, 
as there are Kites, Vultures, and Hawks 
among Birds, as well at Doves, and othit 


innocent Birds ; ſo among Men there | 


( ever have been and) ever will be Men of 
Pride and Hanghtines, of Ambition and 
' Vams« 
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Of Munil) - wit 
loxy, of Savage, | und cruel, and domir 

e Spirits : "And therefore wnlef; all 
perſwaded to be Meek and Humble, 
were && good and better that none ſbould 
| ſuch wpon' theſe two accounts, Vit; 
s That as long as the moſt of Mankind 
#e- guilty of this Paſſuon of Pride, nay, if 
# were but an equal, nay, a leſs number 
is proportion to thoſe that are humble and 
week, the World would ftill be as tumnul- 
low 45 evers A violent Wind coming ont of 
we CoafF, would make the Sea as trouble- 
ſame, as if it came out of many. Again 
fcondly, Thoſe that were meek, and humble 
would be expoſed, as a common prey, to all 
the reif, and their condition would be ſo 
wwch the worſe in the World, by their 
Hewility and HMeeknefs, Their caſe in the 
World would be like 4 fair Gameſter , that 
plays fairly, meeting with a Fool' or Cheat« 
ins Gameiter, he were ſure to go by the 
bf. Therefore ſince Pride, the Mother 
Violence, will be uſed in the World 
ſome, and it may be the greateſt part 
of Mankind, it is better to be of the ſame 
wehe, to deal with them at their own 
Weapon, to be as proud, and conſequently 
## violent, as the reſt of Mankind, ( fot 
i# is part of the Game of the World ) and 
then a Man may have ſomewhat *; - other- 
K we;s 
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242 Of Humility. | 
wiſe bis humility makes hig caſe worſe, Vetes 
o n— a Arrow ns ho: novam. Whete 
the Conntrey is full of Wolves and Tigers, it 
is better to be a Wolf or a Tiger, as well a 
they, than be a Sheep, and expoſed to their 
Violence. | 
I anſwer to this ObjeQion, | 

1. As to the former part, that though 

it be true, that it can never be ——_ 
that all the World ſhould be perſwaded to 
be Humble, no more than it can be ex» 
petted that all ſhould be perſwaded to be 
Virtuous, Juſt, or Honeſt 3; but yet if 
there were ſome, though the leſlet part, 
of mankind traly Humble and Lowly, it 
would make very much to the abating of 
thoſe Evils that ariſe by the Pride and 
Haughtineſs of Men. 1. Becauſe the more 
Humble Men there are in the World, it 


neceſſarily follows there are the fewer ' 


Proud Men, and conſequently fewer com- 
mon Diſturbers of the peace and welfare of 
Mankind and Humane Society. 2. When 
the conteſt comes by the Proud Man againlt 
the Proud Man ;” indeed there is the ſame 
tumule between them, as if there were 
none humble ; but when the conteſt is by 
the Proud Man againſt the Humble Man, 
the (trife/is quickly atan end, It 1s a true 
I raverb, It is the ſecond blow _—_— the 

ay. 
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The Humble Man gives way tothe 
and Infolence oþche Proud Man,and 
y Ends the quarrelz for | 
pacifieth Wrath, faith " 

| Wiſeman, and I have very often ab- 
ſerved, that the Quietneſs of Spirit and 
Humility of a Man attacked by a Proud 
Man hath ſubdued and uered his Pride 
ad Animofity to a wonder, and made 
him tame, that by oppoſition would have 
been furious and implacable. | 
Wt words breaks the Bones, V-Prov. 25-15 
ad a Sword is ſooner broken © wed 
hag upon a Cuſhion or 3. 
that yieldeth, than 
a Bar of Iron that refifts, But if it 
fould fall out, that the Proud Mans Vio- 
knce 1s not broken by the Gentleneſs and 
Ficility of the Humble Man, whereby he 
fiffers in his own particular ; yet there be 
twoadvantages that heteby happen to the 
Fublick. Yiz. 1. That the Contention is 
ſor at an end; the Proud Man hath got 
the day, and the Parties are quiet. 2. It 
ins a ſecret Compaſſion from the be- 
ers to the injured Huthble Man, and 
apericral Reſegtment and Deteſtation of the 
jury comrhitted to the Humble Man, that 
receives the injury with ſo much Humili- 
ty, and bears it with ſo much Patience 3 
R 2 and 
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ſtation: And «he generality of Manki 
thereupon look on them as Beaſts | 
prey , with hatred and abhorrence, ang 
endeavor means to fccure themſelyey. 
againſt it. 3. A third advantage is thiy 

hat though oftentimes humble and 
Men are expoſed to the injuries of the 
Proud, Violent, and Infolent, yet they 
are a kind of ferment or leven inthe pla- 
ces where they live, and by the ſecret ins 
fluence of their Virtues, the commendable- 
neſs of their Converſation, and the ſecret 
intereſt that Virtue hath in the Soul, not 
only of good, but even of the worſt Men, 
it doth work upon Mankind , aflimulates 
them in ſome meaſure to it ſelf,, and 
makes others good and humble, by a kind 
of ſecret Magnetiſm that that Virtue hath 
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upon the Minds of Men 3 and the more | * 1 
ſuch are in number in the World, the more | ti 
effeftual and operative their Example and | v4 
Influcnce will be upon thoſe with whom | vo! 
they converſe. oy 

2. As.to'the ſecond, namely, the Da- | *l: 
mage and Detriment that the humble | vin 
Man receives jn the World, upon the very ah 
account of his Humility. I anſwer, Firſt, | 4c 
that Detriment is abundantly recompenſed | bis 


with 
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and tranquillity, and even- 

of his own mind. : 
h his own Soul by Pa- 
{o he doth by Humility, namely, the 
poſedneſs, right temper, and due ſtate 
his own/Mind, which no proud, or vio- 
or impatient Man doth or can. But 
© ly, It is moſt certain, that though 


Man y upon the very ſcore 
an 
mulh in the World ; yet at the long run 


Hamilit Meekneſs, receive a 
wn advantage thereby, even in this 


t life. When I firſt read the ſaying 

our Saviour, Matth, 5. Bleſſed are the 
meek, for they ( ſhall) inherit the Earth. 
[looked upon it as a meer Paradox, if ap- 
plied to the comforts of this life 53 and 
therefore thought it muſt be meerly, and 
ly intended of that new Heaven and nev/ 
Barth wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs ; 
1 Pet. 3. 13. But upon deeper confide- 
mon I found it, in a great meaſure, 
true alſo of the former. For, 1 It is 
moſt certain, that no proud Maa is truly 
bved by any but himſelf z but, fo far as 
relates to his Pride , every Man hates 
him. One proud Man perfeGly hates an- 
her, and looks upon him as his Enemy ; 
and thoſe very Actions of Pride th:t 
bis own fſe!f-love makes him approve, 
R 3 or 


246 Of Huniltty. * 
or, at leaft, alloy in himſelf, be { 
derides, and abhorsin another. And & | 
an Humble pomp A oe. love | 
every Man, t proud, or otherwitf 
vicious, as being one of Mankind , al 
in relation to his Pride be Joves hica a 
nor approves, That very Conkhc 
therefore, that renders a Proud Man h 
or not loved , renders an Humble þ 
loved and approved ; yea, and by he's 
Prqud Man himſelf ; for he looks yupi 
him as no obſtacle or impediment to | 
attaining of his ends, as one at © is | 
jucious to none, beneficent to all, 
and one that ſtands not in his way, givi 
all due reſpe&, honor, and deference fy 
able to his place and dignity ; 3 he wil 
all the World were ſuch as he, excy 
himſelf, and therefore he reſpeQs 4 
tenders him 3 yea, and we ſhall by dal 
experience ſee i in the World, That if 
Proud Man injure or oppreſs an Hunt 
Man, it is a thouſand to one another unde 
takes his Patrona e, Defence, and Vindi 
tion, and very oftentimes js a means of by 
ProteCtion and Deliverance. 2. But fartt 
Itis a certain and experienced Truth, | 
Victue and Goodneſs, efpecially, thar 
Humility, hath a ſecret party and intert ty 22) 
even in the workt of lens and Men ſecret! 
love, 


' —_ 
7 2-ever it finds it. 3. It isa thing ob- 
v , that though the generality of 
| zkind abound with Pride, lntem In 
ice, and almoſt all kind of vicious 
+ | Biſpofitions ; yea, though the beſt of Men 
ing not without the irruptions of ſome of 
ot eſe diſtempers 3 and though it muſt needs 
| be, that where there is the greateſt number, 
ere is the greateſt external force, either to 
e ſuch Laws as they pleaſe, or to make 
& Governors as may be ſujtable to their 
LJ Upoſition 3 yetit is rare, anda very pro- 
y to find any Nation to make Laws in 
or of Pride, Ambition, Intemperance, 
axury, Oppreflion, Violence, Injuſtice, 
c. Or to chuſe ſuch Magiſtrates or Govern- 
c ( where it is in their choice) as are 


apparently inclinable to thoſe Vicesz but 
2 latheir choice of Laws they chuſe ſuch, as 
+1 may rather ſuppreſs thoſe Vices, and main- 
th tain and incourage Sobriety, Humility , 
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648 
Meekneſs, Beneficriice, 
yenient to THO? SO 
choice of Governors, Toes tad 
the truſt of themſelves, and' their 
and Properties, to thoſe hands that they 
find ſober, temperate, humble, juſt, than 
thoſe that are looſe, intemperate, 
ambictou*,high- minded, inſolent,ec,w 
is not only an Indication, but even a'De- 
monſtration , that although Mens Paſſions 
and ©Luſts may tranſport themſelves into 
thoſe vices, yet their Judgments and Prig- 
ciples are againſt. them : And by ... 
means it comes commonly to paſs, 
though an humble or a virtuous Man 
meet with juſtles and rubs from the = 
and inſolent ; yet at the long run he comes 
off with advantage , becauſe he hath the 
greateſt proteftion and countenance, ndf 
only from the great Soveraign of Heaven 
and Earth, but alſo of Humane Laws and 
Governors, which, next under God, is the 
greateſt proteQtion that can be imagined 
in this World, which very. commonly 
makes good, even ad literam, the ſaying of 
our Saviour, The meek ſhall inherit thi 
Farth; and the ſaying of the Wiſemas, 
Prov, 18. 12, Before honor is humility ; and 
Prov: 16. 19. Better is it to be of an hunts 
ble ſpirit with the lowly, than to divide the 
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And now the due confideration and 

1o0n of what hath been ſaid, as it affords 
lent and effetual Motives to the fol- 
lowing of this Virtueof Humility, ſo they 
contain excellent Means to attain it 3 be- 
cauſe they may put Men upon due confidera- 
tion, and deſcending unto themſelves; the 
want of which is.the only or principal cauſe 
of Pride : For ſo much of Pride as any Man 
tath, ſo much of Folly, Inadvertence, and 
laconfiderateneſs he hath 3 and true Humi- 
lity on the other fide, is a kind of necetlary 
teſultof wiſe and deliberate and attentive 
Confideration. | 
"Yet ſome things I ſhall add as Means na- 
turally and immediately conducing to the 
ingenerating and improving this Virtue in 
the mind of Mena : 

1. Conſider, That whatſoever good thou 
baft , which may occaſion elation of mind, 
is but what thou haſt received from the free 
. bounty 


of Learning , . of Honor , © of Power, 
Wealth. If thou art a Receiver, a Tres 
ſurer, a Bailiff, a Steward of | 
Man, and perchance upon that account halt 
a great Treaſure of Wealth or Money 
thy hands, thou haſt indeed great 
of Care, and Vigilance, and Fidelity, 
CircumſpeRtion, to husband well and faith: 
fully, and to keep thy accounts fair 
even; but no cauſe to make thee 
It js indeed thy burden, rather than benet 
or advantage 5 to whops wuch is given, 
him ſhall much be required. Be humble thers 
fore, thou wilt perform thy truſt the bet 
ter 3 for thou art but an Accomptant, 
Steward, and Depoſitee of what thou 
received, | 
3- Conſider, What it is thou prideit 7 
ſelf in, and examine wel the nature of t 
things themſelves, how little and inconſider- 
able they are, or, at leaſt, how uncertain 
and unſtable they are. Every age, Fat 
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conſider , they world a 
ittle bubbles, that wou 
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Men and Women proud, ceyento ad- 
giration ; But thou art not half ſo fine and 
gay as the Peacock, Oftridge, or Parrot ; 
br thy bravery ſo much thine own, as 


theirs ts 3 but it is borrowed from the Silk- 
orm, the Golden Mines, the induſtry of 
the Imbroiderer, Weaver, Tailor; and it 
is oo part of thy ſelf. And haſt thou the 
patience to ſuffer thy ſelf to be abuſed into 
this childiſh pitiful fooliſh pride ? Thou haſt 
it may be Wealth, ſtore of 1 Money, but how 
much of it is of uſe to thee? That which 
thou ſpendeſt, 'is gone 3 that which thou 
keepeſt, is as inſignificant as ſo much dirt or 
clay ; only thy care about it makes thy life 
the more unealie: Beſides, the more thou 
haſt, the more thou art he mark of other 
Mens rapine, envy, and ſpoil. It is a 
thouſand to one thou carrieſt not thy 
Wealth to thy Grave, or if thou doſt, thou 
canſt not carry it farther, but leave it, it 
may beto a Fool or a Procipal, And why ' 
ly EP o Fr ng 7 . , : | are 
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art thou ws 1 
uſe to thee while thou 


monly the faſter thou thinkeſt to holdis 
the ſooner it is loſt, like him that gri 
tt 


Calice Sand in his fiſt. Thou haſt 
Eſteem; thou art deceived, thon 
not, he hath it that gives it thee, and which 
he may detain from thee at pleaſure, The 
reſpe&t, and honor, and eſteem thou haſk 
depends upon the pleaſure of him that 
gives It. . = 
Again, how brittle and feeble a 
is Honor, Eſteem, and Reputation ? 
falſe calumay well and confidently broach 
ed, is able many times to give it an irrecs 
verable ſhock. The diſpleaſure of the Prince, 
or a greater Man than thy ſelf, make 
thy Sun ſet in a Cloud 3 and a popular 
jealoufie, imputation, or miſrepreſentation 
in a moment daſheth the Applauſe, Glory, 
Honor, and Eſteem, that a Man hath been 
building up Twenty or thirty years, / And 
how vain a thing is it, to be proud of the 
breath, either of a Prince or People, which 
is theirs to recal every moment ? But 
ſuppoſe it were as fixed and ſtable a rept 
tation and honor, as a Rock of Marble or 
Adamant, and that it were the beſt kind 
of honor imaginable, namely , the reſult 
of thy Virtue and Merit z yet (till it is but 
g 
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Of Ramility. 253. 
w., a reflexion of that Virtue 'or 
,\ Which if thou art proud of, thou 

and degradeſt into, vanity and 
ion; and canſt thou think it reaſon- 
to be proud of the ſhadow, where thou 
ghteſt not to be proud of that worth that 
cauſeth it ? | 
Again , Thou hait Power , art in great | 
Blace and Authority 3 but thou art mifſ- 
in this, the Power thou haſt is not 
mbercnt in thy ſelf : One of the meaneſt of 
thoſe, whom it may be thou oppreſleſt , is 
mhereatly as powerful as thee, and could 
it may be over-match thee in Strength , 
Wit, or Policy z but the Power thou halt 
s (next under the Diſpenſation of the 
Divine Providence) from thoſe Men, that 
either by their Promiſes, Faith, or Vo- 
lantary Afliſtance have inveſted thee with 
this Power. This Power is nothing inhe- 
rent in Thee ; but it depends upon the 
Fidelity or Afhſtance of others, which if 
_— by Perfidiouſneſs to Thee, or 
nce againſt Thee, or withdrawing 
their Aſſiſtance to Thee, ſhall call again 
home to themſelves, thou art like Sawpſor 
baying loſt his Locks, Judg. 16. 17. Thy 
ſtrength will go from thee, and thou wilt 
ome weak, and be like another man, 
And how have the Hiſtories of all Ages, 
an o1 
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and our own : us 
very frequent examples, Men 
ly, and upon many Moments and Occur-" 
rencies ſeemingly moſt ſmall and incon-' 
fiderable, been tumbled in a moment from ' 
the moſt eminent and high degree of 
Power, iato a moſt ny ed deſpi-' 
cable condition > Power hath very often» 
times, the Janes his Gourd, been external- 
ly fair and flouriſhing, when at the ſane 
rime there lies a Worm at the Root of it 
unſeen ; but in a moment gnaws aſunder 
the Roots and Fibres of it, and it withers; 
and for the moſt = the more exten- 
five and immenſe Humane Power grows, , 
the ſooner it falls to pieces, not onl oY 
the Divine Providence checking ws 
jeting it: Burby a kind of natural reſult 
from its own exorbitance' and exceſs 4 
for the greater itis, the more difficult it 
is to manage ; it grows top: heavy, and 
the Baſis grows too narrow and weak for 
its own burden, Beſides it is the common 
mark of Envy and Diſcoritent, which 
watcheth ſedulouſly all occaſions to un 
horſe it, and oftentimes prevails. Whed 
power proves too grievous and over bur- 
denſom , it loſeth the end for which it is 
conferred, and makes people deſperate and 
impaticat, Entia nolunt male gubernari. - It 
it 
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, and ſeldom 
Fees. wr] reaſon haſtt wo 
xroud of what is moſt certainly thy bur- 
den, or hy da (_ 

'A ron. it Str or Beauty, or 
Forge; Body. Indeedt is thou haſt more 
reaſon to call thy own, than any of the 
former : But yet thou haſt no cauſe to Pride 
thyſelf in it; thou canſt not hold it long 
atbeſt, for Age will decay that Strength 
id wither that Peauty , and-Death will 
roxy prſt a period to itz but yet pro- 

this < h or Beauty is not fo 

= -lived as thy ſelf, no nor as thy youths 
4 diſcaſe, it 4 be, is this very moment 
growing upon thee, that will ſuddenly 
rg thy Strength, and raſe thy 
ty, and turn them both into rotten- 
neſs and loathſomneſs. Nay, let any ob- 
ſerve it thar will, that Strength, and that 
beauty that raiſeth Pride in the heart, is of 


« 


all other ſhorteſt lived, even upon the very 
account of that very Pride : Forthe often- 
tation and vain-glory of Strength puts it 
forth into deſperate and davgerous under- 

takings, 
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tem perance, | 
to the owner of it,and others, andin ali 
while becomes at once its own ruine 
ſhame, But it may be thou haſt Wit and 
Judgment, a quick and ready Underſtand- 
ing, and haſt improved them by great Study 
and Obſervation, io great pr 
Learning. This I confeſs, is much more thy 
own, than any of the former Endowmentsz 
but molt certainly, if thou art proud of any 
of theſe, thou art not yet arrived to the 
higheſt improvement of Underſtanding, 
namely, Wiſdom. Folly and Madneſs may 
be conſlitent with a witty, nay, a Learned 
Man, but not with a truly wiſe Man. And 
this thy Pride of theſe Endowments or 
Acquelts, (till pronounceth and proclaims 
eth thee a Fool, for all thy Wit, and 
thy Learning. For conſider with thy i 
1. That thy Wit and Learning are but 
pitiful narrow things, in reſpe&t of the 
amplitude of the things that are to be 
known. Maxima pars ecorum que ſcimwt, 
et minima pars eorum que neſcimus. Take 
the moſt Learned Obſervant Philoſophet 
that ever was in the World, he never yet 
; va 
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Man yet. iv the World, . that could 
an accurate: account of the nature of 
of a Worm in its full 
nfion; no nor of a Spixe of Graſs; much 
of himſelf, and of his nobler Faculties 3 
mach leſs yer of choſe glorious, Bodies that 
gxery. day and night objet themſelves to 
gur view. What a deal of Uncertainty, In+ 
gndence, and. ContradiQion, . do we find 
ihe. determination of the choiceſt Wits 
ad Men of greateſt Learning,even.in things 
are obvious and ohjeted in their out- 
to all their Senſes? So, that the great- 
;Knowledge that Men attain to in: the 
of Nature, .is little cle but a ſpeci» 
aw piece of Ignorance, dreſled up with 
ine words,” formal methods, precarious 
fitions, and competent - confidence. 
ider 2, -bow brittle .and. unſtable a 
Sing. thy Wit, thy Parts, thy Learaiog 
Though, Qld Age may retain ſome 
en moments of - Wit and Learning 
thiu once, hadſt, yet the floridneſs and 
yigor of it muſt then decay and gradually 
wither, _ till very Old Age make thee a 
Child again, if thou by to it ; But bales 
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it, 3. But yet farther, mark it while thow 
wilt, (and it may be thou wilt ſooner pets 
ceive it in another tharr in thy ſelf ) Wit and 
Learning in any Man, never in any caſert- 
ceives more foils, more — 
more blemiſhes, more impair than by Pri 

He that is proud of his own know 
»s commonly at his ox »ltre, and 
acquires more, ſcorns inftruftion, and ſtopy 
the farther advance of his faculties, know 
ledge or learning, and undervahues, 
therefore negletts, what he might 
from others. Again, Pride caſts an Ug/ 
feemlineſs, Undecency , and- many time 
even-a Ridiculouſneſs upon the greateit 
Parts and Learning : It is like the dead Fly 
mthe Apothecaries Confettion, that maket 
the whole unſavory : How common and 
rife is this unhappy cenſure, that _ 
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Of HuilBy. *59 
a of ſoely a tans Wit and 
og; indeed he'isa' pretty "man, & 
eholar, of fine parts, good nnder- 
y, but he knows it too well 3 his 
- ceitedneſs, oftentation; vain- 
, ſpoyls'it all, and rendets the man 
the juſt repute of a fool, and ridicu- 
notwithſtanding all his Clerkſhip and 
g.' But yet farther, Pride by a 
of Phyſical and natural Conſequence, 
ery oftentimes robs men, even of that Wit 
Learning, wherein they pride them- 
, by carrying up into the brain thofe 
ated, hot, choletick humours, and fumes 
that break the ſtaple and right temper and 
texture of the brain. More learned men 
mad and brain-fick with the Pride 
that Learning they think they have at- 
fined, than in the purſuit and acqueſt of 
Therefore beware of Pride of thy Wir, 
raing, or Knowledge, if thou intend 
© keep it, orto Keep the juſt eſteem or 
ation of it. On the other fide Hu- 
ity and Lowlinefs of mind is the beſt 
per to improve thy faculties, to add a 
= to thy Learning, and to keep thee 
r of it: It coolsand qualifies thy ſpt- 
fits, and blood, and humors, and renders 
thee fit to retain what thou haſt attained , 
hd to acquire more. 
S 27 4. In 


.4. Inall thy reflexion upon 'thy:{elf} ani 
what thou batt, never compare thy-ſelf with 
thoſe that are below thee im what is worthy 
eminent , but with thoſe that are above 
* ſelf. For inſtance in point of ing ' 
Knowledge, thy partiality and indul 
to thy ſelf will be apt to put thee upon 
comparing thy ſelf with thoſe that are ig4 
norant, or not more learned than thy ſelf, ay 
we ſee ordinarily idiots, or fools, or men of 
weak intellectuals, delight to converſe with 
thoſe they find or think more fooliſhthan 
themſelves,and not with thoſe that are wiſer 
that they wa. pleaſe themſelves with a 
thought that they are the wiſeſt- in the come 
pany : but compare thy ſelf with thoſe that 
are more learned or wiſe than thy ſelf; 
and then thou wilt ſee matter to keep thee 
humble. If thou thinkeſt thow- art a p 
proficient in Philoſophy, compare of fl 
with Ariſtotle, with Plato, Averroes, Them 
ftims , or Alexander Aphrodiſeus , or othet 
great Luminaries in Philoſophy 3 If thoy 
thinkeſt thou art a pretty proficient in 
School-Learning ,- compare thy ſelf with 
Aquinas, Scotws, Suarez; If thou think thou 
excelleſt in the Mathematicks, compare thy 
ſelf with Exclide , Archimedes , Tycho , &6, 
and then thou wilt find thy ſelf to be likes 
little Candle to a Star, The moſt of the Lear 
ning 
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TT in this 7 alley Self love'; lays 
ſach a part, that unleſs there be a EX- 
62nd admirable advantage of others that 


we above us. wrt rmus learning or know- 
kdge, we are xeady to exaltour ſelves above 
our nor der  _— our Owneyes ta 
beat leaſt equal to thoſe that exceed us, or | 
envy and detrattion to bring down 0: ? 
below. our ſelves; eſpecially if we bit . 
| nhreert ſome little caprichio that we chink 
ſaw 


#5. And 1 1aſtly, conſidey the great 6k) th 
gle f our Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, : wha 
heonly Son of the glorious God, full 
:Wiſdom, Knowledge, Power, Holineſs, 
Boodnefs and Truth, ud notwithſtzndiog 
Mthis, humbled himſelf and became of no 
reputation, and took upon-him the form: of 
z'ſervant, emptied himſelf; and buinbled 
himſelf; and became obedient to death, even 
the 'death of the Crofs's Fhal:2. 5, 6; 7,0 
_—_ Jeſus brought with him from Heaveu 

93 the 


Mat. 5. 35., Poverty of Spi 
Promiſe, and: betkacs 
third. - Aatth. - -23- 6, 7. He -chec! 
difj the Pride of the Phariſees, comp 
mands his Diſciples to-run quite 

to their methad z, He that will he greats 


bubble of Ambien aroſe 
ples, who ſhould be 

their Pride and Ambition with 'the 
and commendation' of a little. Chi 
what he thus taught, he lived. One of the 
great Ends of the. miflion of: Chriſt" i 
the World, was that he ſhould not 
be a Preacher. of Virtue, Goodaebs',\ 
Piety, but alſo an Example of it: 
we look through the whole life of Chrilh, 
there 1s not one virtue that he did mot 


—_— exerciſc,' or by his example mon 
commens--to the imitation" 


EXPTE 
Chriſtians, than Humility. I do not rw 
member that "he faith in any. place Leam 
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ity and grnannge er many 
great Malſter-piece 0 XAM- 
calls out, even when. be was ia 


find until bis Paſſion, Aſatth. 11. 25, 
19. Learn of me, for I am meek, and lowly in 
hart, and ye find reft unto your Souls : 
And in that ſignal advice given by the Apo- 
file, Phil. 2. 5. Let the ſame mind be in yon, 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſw, who being in 
the Form of God, thought it no robbery to be 
| with God : But made himſelf of no re- 
putation, and took wpon him the Form of a 
Seroant,end was made in the likeneſs of Man 3 
being found in the faſhion of a Man, be 
Suwbled himſelf, and became obedient. to 
teeth, even to the Croſs. 

'” But Bleſſed Saviour | Was there nothing 
elſe-for ws to learn of thee, but thy Meck: 
weſs and Humility ? Was there not ſome- 
thing elſe wherein we mere to bear in mind 
thy Image, and write after thy Excellent 
Copy 8 Was there. not thy Holineſs, Purity, 
| S 4 Obes 


ue  Offinily) 
m_ FE Trait weed | 
Con Virtwes eypnand 
thy DoGrine'and Life? Ml - 
Surely yes, he was exhibited both 24 
Pro wi to teach ,” and an e to by 
imirated in HI theſe alſo, but in his Humis 


lty, if we may ſay with reverence, belong 


w_ Becauſe > cholnftents nodey o 
his Humility was the moſt wot 
derful of all the reſt of his virable vit 
tnes; that the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
God, {tiould condeſcend ſolow, as: to be» 
come a Man, born of x Woman, and livg 

upon Earth ſuch a deſpiſed life, and die ſuch 
an accurſed death, is'an inſtance of Hume 
lity, not only beyond all example, but 
inſtance that is impoſſible in nature to be 
paralleled. 

2. Becauſe Pride and Vain-glory i is h 
unhappily rivetted in' the corrupt natur 


of Man, and it is ſo hard a thing. to bri 
himto be humble and low! _— 


Ing all the benefits __ advantages 

it, that it did not only ſtand in need 
the moſt explicite Dodrine of Chriſt tg 
teach and commend it; the moſt unparaþ 
leled example of Chriſt to win Men oye 
to it, but alſo the moſt plain, and direg 
and explicite Explication .of thay example 
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Creme A 
? h wleber Hens hpdeg 
[the rhearts of Men, | it could 


e257 


pe morally .pofitble for them ta receive 
Faith of Chriſt, It was Pride that made 
the Dodrine of Chriſt only to be to the 
by ſtumbling-block, to the Greeks fool- 
is, but to them that ate called, vis, 
That obey that call of Chriſt. Math. IT. 
. Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are 
laden, &c. Learn of me, for I ane 
—So7 lowly in heart 5 it is Chrift, the 
hw of God, and the Wiſdom of God, 1 C68. 
123, 24+ 
4. Becauſe, without Humility, all the 
reſt of thoſe excellent Virtues, that were 
taught in the Dodrine, and exhibited in 
the example of Chriſt, had been but unac- 
ceptable, A viſible Holineſs, yet accom- 
with Ps and Oſtentation, is but a 
iſe of Holineſs, and that accurſed Hys 
5 that our Saviour condemned in the 
niſees, and others, Matth. 6. 16. Obe- 
dience to the Law of God, Good works, 
Faſting,' Prayer, yet if done with Pride, 
Oltentatiob, and Vain-glory, are.dead and 
un- 


g 


So that WT and Lewis 
Mind is tho ſubifratwm and Tonka 
Darwen in 


or Men., 
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&xd Jacob vowed a wow , ſaying, If God 
© wild he with me, and will keep we in the 

way that I go, and will gine me bread 10 
2c48, aud raywent to put on, fo that 1 
\\come again to my Fathers houſe. im peace , 
"; #ben ſhall the Lord be my Gad, &c. 


HE only thing thar I intend to, 
. conſider upon this place of Holy 
Scripture, is the Modeſty and 
Reaſonableneſs of Jacob's Deſire , 
He doth not defire Greatneſs of Wealth , 
or Honour, or Power, or Splendor, or ary 
qui- 


Jz Fo 


7. 
of 
with him 3-1f God will be with me*2; 
the ProteQion of the Divine 


may AY over him , _ Genoa 
ae in the way thet T.go: 3. Lhat 

fupply biin ae wich Cantolities'or : 
cacies, but with Necefjaries 3 and will give 
me bread to eat and raiment to put on. 

And the Fruth is, this ſhould be the rele 
and meaſure of every good Man, in reference 
to this life, and the enjoyments of it, and 
the deſires of them, until he come to his 
Fathers houſe in Peace; that houſe wherein 
there are many Manſions, that he gy 
Father, of whom allthe Family in Heavey 
and Earth is named, hath provided for ſach 
as Fear, and Love and Obey him. 

Indeed the twp former of _ 
they be no more than what the 
God freely affords to all that truly low' 
him, and depend upon him, are of a 
and vaſt extent. Firſt, the co 
Preſence of God ſupplics abundantly all 
that can bedefired by us, and abundantly 
countervails whatſoever elſe we ſeem” to 
wat 3 it is better than life it ſelf : And whbeh 
the Ancicats would expreſs all that ſeemed 

bene: 
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| | profhrogie by high they 
of it, than that-God was i + yh 


, Gen. 39, 3. And when his maiter 
that the Lord was mith him, and that the 
Lord wade «ll that he did to proſper :+ 1 Sam, 
48. x4, 28. the wiſdom and courage and 
fixcels of David is reſolved into this one - 
thing, The Lord was with him. , 
- But certainly , hb the Divine pre- 
ſence ſhonld not manifeſt it ſelf in external 
ſucceſſes and advantages, the very Senſe 
of the Favour and comfortable Preſence of 
God carries with it an abundant ſupply of 
all other deficiencies. Pſal. 4. 6,7. - The 
light of the countenance of Almighty God 
#the molt Superiminent Good, and'occali- 
ads more true joy- and contentment, than 
the redundance of all external advantages. 
Secondly, the D.vine ProteQion and Pro- 
vidence is the moſt ſure and ſafe proteQtion , 
and ſupplies the want of all other. The 
munition of Rocks is thy defence; and all 
ather defences and refuges without this , 
are weak, impotent, and failing defences, 
Except the Lord watch the City, the Watchman 
watcheth but in vain. = 

That therefore which I ſhall pitch upon is 
the laſt of his three deſires : 1f he ſhall gave 
me bread to eat and rayment to put on. my 

| e 
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of thi life, « 
$; riot to be of 


laviſhand e vagene | 
for Grandeur, of Delicaty, or Exceſs 7 but 
to be rerminated in rhiogs of neceſſity for 


his preſent ſabfiſtence, convenient food ani 
rayment. - If Almighty God give mote thay 
this, it is matter of the greater Gra 
as it was to-Jacob, Gen. 32.10, I aw nd 
worthy of the leaſt of all the mercies, &a, 
for with my flaff, I paſſed over this _ 
and now IT ats become two Bands + But if be 
gives no more, we have enough for out 
contentation. Almighty God , who is ne 
ver worſe than his Word, but moſt com- 
monly better, hath not given us any Prov 
miſe of more, neither hath he given us cory 
miſſion to expe or to ask for rhore. If he 
| more than neceſſary, he exalts his 

unty and Beneficence : and yet, if be 
gives no more, it is Bounty that he gives(& 
much ; and is matter both' of our Content 
tion, and Gratitude. | 

This the Wiſe man Agwr made his r& 
queſt, Prov. 30. 8. Give me neither Poverty, 
nor Riches, feed me with food convenient for 
me, This our Lord teacheth us to ask, iff 
his excellent form of Prayer; Give ws this 
day our daily bread: and this is that whiclf 
che Apoſtle preſcribes, for the Rule of 
our 
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And truly, if 
y # Sufficiency, 
| be contented with it, 
a daty injoyned unto- us', but 


we bave, wo have from 
e Allowance, Bounty, and Goodneſs of 

; He ows us nothing 3; but what we 
have, we have from free Gift and Bounty, 
Ha Man demands a debt of another, we 
think it juſt he ſhould be paid what he de- 
mands ; but if a Man receive an alms from 
another , we think it reaſonable that he 
ſhould be content with what the other gives, 
without preſcribing to the meaſure of his 

nty. But the caſe is far ſtronger here ; we 
are under an obligation of duty to' be chari- 
table to others wants, by virtue of a Divine 
Command ; but Almighty God is under no- 
other Law of conferring benefits, but of his 
own Bounty, Goodneſs, and Will. 


2. It 


me, I have reaſon, to be 
I have reaſon to beligve the . Great - 
Wiſe God knows what proportion 
firs me; it may be, if I had nwvore, 1 
ruined, / 4-41 
3. We muſt know that we are but Ste 
ards of the very external Bleſſings of th 
life ; and at the great Audit , we mult 
an account of our Steward(hip 3 and the 
Accounts will be ſtrialy peruſed by, tus 
great Lord of all the Family in Heaven ay 
Earth, Now if our external Benefits b 
bur' proportionable to our neceſlities ang 
neceſſary uſe,” our Account is eafily, at 


ſafely 


n 


ETFS; 


5 , 061n! bff 8s Defiris 373 

1's _ ; made: -" I have received (o 

1 of thy external bl as Were ne- 

y vefſory for my: food and clothing, and for 

& feeding tf and clothing of my Family: 

x on the” other fide, where there is a 

luity and redundance given overand 

bove our neceſſary ſupport, the account 

$ more difficult. W#here much is given, 

web will be required. There-will be at 

geount required, how the redundant over- 

ws was employed ; how much in Charity, 

much in other Good Works : and God 

zows that too too often ac- 
tounts are made of the i ohh hag and re 

dundancy of a liberal A al 3 which will 

be ſo far from abating the account, as ic 

will enhance it : Tteze (o- much in Exceſs, 


'Debauchery, and Riot; ſo much incoltly 
' Apparel; fo much in —_ and vain 
ſhews, and the like. 
14 Our natures may be well enough ſup» 
plied with little 5 Natwre ym coutenta, 


and whatſoever is redundant, moſt coms+ 
wouly turns to the damage and detriment 
of our nature, unleſs it meet with a very 
viſe proprietor: For the Exceſs in the 
abuſe of ſuperfluities in eating and driok+ 
ing, and grati our appetites; or the 
excels of care and pains in getting, or 


ſeine, or diſpolog A — _ _ 
, 


i 
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- . 
dundance, -commonly: In, more» 

even to our natural pA ' 
ſtitution, "thana medi propoenchag 


ro the-neceſlities of nature. | 
5. What ſoever is more than j enough fx 
our natural and t 
fupply of our Families,and gs 
in truth vain, uſeleſs, —— and 
ſuch a man is rich but in and 
and not in truth and reality: For the 
of externals is fupply of our natural neotl. 
fity ; if I have a million of Money, 
yet a hundved Pounds is ſufficient, i 
much as I ſhall uſe to bring me to.my 
Grave; the reſt is in vain andneedleſsroms, 
and doth me no good : it is indeed my burs 
then, and my care, and my tronbles but 
is of no more uſe to me in my Cheſt, than 
if it were in the center of the-Earth.. k& 
is true, I have thereby a happy oppartt» 
nity, if I have a large and a wiſe H 
to diſpoſe it for the glory and ſervioe' 
God, and the good of mankind, in works 
of Piery, Charity, and Humanity : but 
keep it in my Cheſt, it is an 
trouble, neit the uſeful for my ſelf, becauſe 
I nced it not, I have enough without it 


nor as I order it is it uſeful for others, ao 


more than if it were at hundred _ 
under ground. 


64 


. _ 
T's 
: 


mms DE 4 


o 
l 
- 


ht LY BEDEDESR ST WEE IEEAPPEAsSYIH TS, 


y - 


| vt of Jx 6 08's Deſire, =. 
$f ut Pave Meedtorring or Fapplicspro- 
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ett of my ſelf, 


condition of want, and 
narrow for our neceflities, is an eſtate 
to ſome troubles and temptations : 
of all conditions in the World, a re- 
ant and over-plentiful condition is 
ohh ſfubjet to the moſt rom, tr and 
—_ temptations if the World ; as 
mely, Forgetfulneſs of God, Self-depen- 
Pride, Infolence, Opprefſion, In- 
, Unquietaeſs of mind, Exceſs, Ly- 
mary, Intemperance, Contempt of others : 
and I have often known thoſe perſons 
that have carried themſelves ſteadily and 
cmmendably in a condition of Mediocrity, 
may have been able to bear with victor 
the ſhocks of thoſe temptations that ariſe 
from Want and Poverty, yet when in the 
late times they were advanced to Wealth, 
Power and Command, were loſt and could 
dot bear the temptations that attended 
Grandeur, Wealth and Power ; and the Sun 
of wealth and Py quickly _ 
A : 


276 The Modefly and Reafonableneſs | 
them of that mantle. of : | 
and Virtue, that they bout. 
againſt theſtorms and allar WARES AQ 
neceſlities, © So that certainly it requi 
greater vigilance, nctent!gNs duly 
reſolution, to oppoſe. an (nIne 
temptations of Grandeur, th,..and 
Power, than the temptations of Want, 
Neceſlity, and Poverty:. Some Fang: 
and humility will do much to ſubdue 
latter; but.he that will acquit himſelffro: 
the temptations of the former, hath, 


hath need of, great Wiſdom, eV 


Sobriety, and a low eſteem of the W, 
and eſpecially, a great and praCtical i 
of the Fear of God, Faith 1a his promelh 
and a fixed Hope and proſpect © the pro- 
miſes of [Immortality and Glory, whereby 
they may overcome the flattering and de 
cering World. | 
7. A ſtate of externals proportionate 
our neceſlities is a far wore ſerene and 
eſtate in reſcrence to others; than an eſtat 
of external Grandeur, and Wealth a 
Power: And the reaſons are, firſt, becauſe 
che former hath nothing that others do 
covet or deſire 3 but the latter hath 
the golden Ball, that the generality-£ 
mankind are fond to have, and are reltle 


gill they, have gotten it 3 which maksy 
R [ 
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#1 of Jacds's Deſire; ' | 2797 
' -unquiet-arid unſafe, be-* 

cauſe he Many competitors for what £ 
k& enjoys, which kc ——_ endea-/ 
wuring to trip-up his 5-juſt as we 
frei when a Bird hath gotten a booty or * 

y: all other 'Birds of prey aresfol- 
<A and catching after 'it, and ever 
him that hath it. - Secondly, 
that enjoys much, either of Ho- 
hows or Wealth, or Power, isthe obje& 

e Envy of other men, which is a 
kufic, reſtleſs, pernicious humour, and ever 
quarrelsand finding faults, and ſtu- 
and endeavouring the ruine of its 
2! Whereas a tate of mediocrity, is 
of quietnels,: and: free from the aſ- 
and his peſtilent companion. 
(8. We (ce that all worldly matters are 
by « kind of inbred: and —_ ne- 
cellity eZ to Afntations and Changes. 
—=F var and Honour, and Wealth 
we at their higheſt -pitch, like the Sun 
inthe Meridian, it ſtays not long there, 
but hath its declination. Now the changes 
that are incident to Greatneſs and Wealth, 
wealways for the worſt : they moſt com- 
monly take their wings and fly away, 
when they ſcem tobe in their higheſt pitch 
of plenty and glory: And this creates in 
| man very great _— and reſtleſs fear, 
| 3 
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Jeſt he ſhould loſe z =n&:ing: | hg 
finite ftroglings and to keep.ip || 
when it is goings, and ; 
ment, vyexation and ſorrow when it's | 
| _ On nz a ſtate of Mas | 
jocrity. may have its to 3, | 
as it i. Geldom for the = 21} 
moſt ordinarily for the better ; 
the man bath great Peace and Tranq 
We need not have a better in 
both theſe conditions than iv Feeob;| vity 
perſon in the Text : White: he was ſay þ 
| tate of mediocrity, and rather i 
a ſtrait, than in anample condition 
he had nothing bur his Staff}. and hi 
= of Bread: NN 
was in aScate of grea — 
that change which bel bekel that 
was a change not for the worſe, bu 
the berter, at leaſt 3& velation ce exta 
his ſupplies igcreaſed; bar as ſood as 
once arrived at great: wealth, oades bi 


Hncle Leben, though, it.is true, the!Db þ a 


vine providence kept him from total n_ i 
pf it, yet he ſoon found thar p 

condition full of thorns:and 

1, His Uncle and his LT tof 

his wealth, and he began 'ro. be ia: 
. Fears and jealoufies leſt he ſhould 'be y 
yed of all. 2. Then to 1 rhe tn by 
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1 Long bran 

= N flange Go God ſtrangely interpo- 

wy Fs ly tele. the; difficulties 

of his, wealthy con- 

DI able for his 1 Ion, 

t he red a _ de 

worn of i jo _ by Laban, or Eſau, 

eaſt,, by /-the ne! rs of the 

ites, exaſperated by the treachery 

cruelty. of bis two, Sons, Simeon and 

theſe and. many mare Conſide- 

ons, 48. moſt eigen, "That. a fore 

ocrity ln exter s 15 to rect» 

fore ag eſtate of much. we th, Hq- 

agur, or On z thatof the twa.cx- 

Ferry on the one (ide,. or very 

I yp a Glary. 08. 9c the othet ; che 

doe. more [angeraus. anc 15 

the. former.z;.but that of Agae's 
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CF iſboſition of Soul, 
and uſeful LE 
Conditions of Life, wh end 
the Divine 
we Hy fend uit 


1. In efercacito d MeABoerhty or ſuch 
a ſtate of externals, as tnight be ſaitable 
«fo the exi Dee and nature of my condi 
in this life; 1 ſhould make fach 8 
my choice, "and not my trouble; I ſhould 
with all Thankfuloneſs ackonowled 
the Goodneſs, gnd Wiſdom of 'A 
God, in giving me fo competent, 
ſafe a > enlicbons that hath by his Prov 
dence delivered me from” the-di 
and inconvenieticies, and” diners: 
tetptations of both extreaines, 
== t want, and great wealth* and I { 
r my lot, not caly with great Part 
and Qui , but with great Conti 
on and Thankfulneſs, "F 
2. In reference to an ate of Want' 
Indigence: If jt ſhould of of 
Providence tq appoint that ondiches 
oh I ſhould nevertheleſs comfort ab 


ſupport my ſelf with ſach a 
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it 3 and L will not zake myo 
eſtimate pk them, by gommon ppini 
the warld, nar by thein lendid 
bur I, will-look .mare,(ingly i 


mind they will give me, rather ay 


me; whether they hs 
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Wealth;and Homour,and Gloty 
Ido or can enjoy in this World. &/ vagal 
upon this coalidernion alſo I will reQifie 
my judgment concerning this World, and 
the greateſt Glory of it; and thereby ha- 
bituate my ſelf to a low eſteem of the 
wealth Thave, or can have, and ſetup m 
hopes and rreafure in more Noble and Dus 
rable Enjoyments. 7. IoavillconfiderTam 
but a Steward when all is done, and the 
ter my wealth or honour is, thegreater 
.aecompts muſt be, and the more diff- 
cult to keep them fair. g8. That in as 
much as I am but a Steward, I will be 
careful, that wy management of my ] 

may be ſuch as will bear my Lord's feru- 
tiap.”_ I will not cmpoly my ſtock of 
wealth or honour to the diſhonour- of my * 
Lord, in riot or exceſs, in vanity or op- 
preſſion; but will do as much good with 
| I} 
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Nullis nota Buiritibes © * 
. | tas per tacitum finat. 
+ Sic cam trevuſierint met '- 
Nullo oun ftrepitu dies, 
Plebeims moriar ſenex. 
Illi mors gravis incubat, 
2ui notw nimis omwibas, 
Ignotms moritar ſibi 
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Et him that wil, aſcend the totteringSeat 
Of Courtly Grandeur, and become as 
(great 
As are his mounting Wiſhes; as for me, 
Let ſweet Repole, and Reſt my portion bez 
Give me ſome mean obſcureReceſs,aSphere 
Out of the road of Bufinefs, or the fear 
Of Falling lower, where I ſweetly may . 
My ſelf, and dear Retirement ſtill enjqgy : 
Let not my Life, or Name, be known unto ' 


The Grandees of the Times, toſt to and he 
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By Cenſures, or Applauſe; but let my Age | ' 
6 Slide. » We- Stage 1 
of ; of 
Ard unconcern'd, as if Ine're had been. 


— | _ my Gem days | 
In cc £ Noiſe 
And / the World, hall] 


A good old Innocent | ian dy» 
Death is a mere SUrprize, - 

To him that makes it his 

To be a publick 
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= | ForI bave learned in whatſoever eſtate 
I am therewith to be comtent. 
t | 
dition in this life, and much con- 
duce to our (lafe and Comfortable 


patiage through them, 


. Equality of Mind, or Aquanimity. 
2. Patience. 


3- Contentednef, 


Here are Three Excellent Virtues 
which eſpecially refer to our con- 


I, Equality 


ue RE ho both to rated 
whereby in all levadirionsf | 
neither over-much lified up by profoets 
nor over-much depreſſed in adverſity. 
2. Patience properly refers to croſſes, | 
diſappoigtment, atflicions, and adyerfity, 
whereby we carry a quiet and-ſubmiſſive 
mind; without murmuring, paſhon, ordif- 
cothpoſure of ſpirit, in all afflitions, whe- 
ther ſickneſs, loſs of friends, poverty, re- 
ptoach, diſgrace, or the like. « 
3. Contentation ; which differs from E- 
quality of mind, becauſe that reſpedts as 
well proſperity asadverfity,this onlyadver- 
fity; and in ſome reſpe& differs alſo from 
Patience (though this always accompanies 
it.) 1. In the extent of the objett, for 
Patience reſpe&s all kinds of affliction; 


i 
- vart 
ad 


N Contentednels, in propriety of ſpeech, res 
{pets priacipally the affliftion of "_ 
poverty. 2. In theaQir (elf, for Patie 

* in propricty of ſpeech, implyes only a 


quiet compoſed toleration of the evils of 
adverſity, but Contentedneſs imports ſomes 
what more, namely, not onl aquinee 
of mind, but a ki ofchearkil, fub- 
miſtion to our preſent condition of adver- 
fity, a ready compliance with ——_ - 
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| ſpeuſation 
us, as well as in wg nt. 
*Theſe, though they may w-ftrifneſs 
s diſtintion between Patieace and 
potentation, yet we muſt gbſerve that 
pdrentation is never without Patience, 
though it be ſomething more: and that in 
the corhmon acceptation and latitude of 
the word, Contentation doth not only* 
extend to the condition or affliction of pa- 
yenty, but even to all other outward affli- 
Qions 'reachied to us by the inflicting of 
permitting hand of Divine Providence: 
and in this large acceptation I ſhall here 
apply and uſe it. 
Content therefore, in its large \acce- 
-=_ is got only a quiet and patient, 
alſo a free and cheerful clofing with 
that eſtate and condition of life, whick 
. the Divine -Diſpenſatioa ſhall allott unto 
us, whether mean; or poor, of laborious, 
and painful, or obſcure, or neceſtitons, or 
fickly, or uahealthy, or withour friends, 
or with loſs or abſence of friends, or un- 
kindneſs of friends, or any other (tate that 
ſeems ungrateful to our natures or diſpo- 
fition, | For we need not apply this virtue 
to 2 (tare of high proſperity in all things; 
wherein (though- men are not ordinarily 
\ cou- 
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contenttd) yetthey have but ſmall 
tions to dj t from che cſtate it (ſelf 
wherein they fo are. | 
This lefſon of Contentation was learnt 
by this Apoſtle, which imports theſe thi 
+. That it ig aHefſon that is pollible to | 
learned, for the Apoſtle had learned it, Þ 
2: That it-is a leſſon-that requires fome- 
thing of induſtry and pains to acquire it, 
Tor he learned it before he attained-it; 
2. That it is a leſſon that deſerves the 
learning, for he ſpeaks of it as of a thing 
of moment and great uſe, well worth che 
pains he took to attain it. And the truth 
ts, it is of ſo great importance” to 'be 
-Jearned, that without it we want the com- 
forr of ourlives, and with it all conditiong 
of 1:fe are nor only tolerable but comforts 
ible. And hence it is that this excellcat 
\poſtle doth very often1 ate and 
1d commend this leſſon in many of his 
' piſtles. r Tim: 6.6. Godlinef with content» 
10nl is great gain. Heb. 13.5. Let you 
conver ſation he withomt coveton ſnefs, 
be content with ſuch thing? as ye have, forbe 
11h ſaid, I will not have - + nor forlſaly 
ve, Again, 1 Tim; 6. 8. And having food 
vd rayment let ws be therewith comtent. | 
| ſhall therefore ſer down theſe Res ſour 
12t may perſ{wade and encourage” us ro 
| cot 


26S Door, TR rhr1r37 HE LPCYCY 


= 


W.- Of Comentation: ,_- 220 
tentativo with our condition, add like- 
qerviioas under it z puSuauhp 
; "per cannot be well ſevered. And 
e Reaſons are of two ſort; 3 1. More, 
4. Divine and Erongt . Neitherſha 
| decline the uſe of Moral Reaſons, .conh- 


ing how far by the help of thele many 
athens (that had_ not the erve know- 
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Tedge of God revealed in his Word and 
$0n) advanced in the. praftice of theſe 
virtues. The Aforel Rga/ons therefore 
ae theſe : 
© 1. Very many of the external evils we 
rare of our own choice and procurement, 
the fruits of our own-fbllies and inadver- 
teace and averſene(s togood counſel: And 
why ſhould we be diſcontented, , of impa- 
tient under thoſe evils which we our (elves 
have choſen, or repine becauſe theſe trees 
bear their natural Fruit ? 

2. The greateſt part of evils we ſufftr 
are of that nature and kind, that are =of 
is our power either to prevent or. help: 
Some come from the very condition ot our 
ture, as fickneſſes, death of frievdes and 
of abſolute neceffity, the more relations . 
aty. man hath, the more evils of this kind 
be may ſuffer: And can we reglonably 
expe& that rhe yery natures ul 
ould be changed to pleaſe ofr humour 

V 2 Againg 


that riay be are(more) rfu], thote 
til and malicious: Why ſhould we di 
teat our ſelves ot be impatient becapſes 
thers are too ſtrong for us?. Others again 
come by occurrences natural Gary, Shar 
poſed by rhe hand of the Diving Pre 
dence) as loſſes by ſtorms and tem 
unſecalonable weather, by intempera 
of the air or metcors: Can we reaſonably 
expe that the great God of Heaven agd 
Earth ſhould aleer his ſetled Laws'of Ns 
ture for theconvenience ofevery ſuch little 
Worm” as you or I am? It may be that 
ſtorm or intemperate ſeaſon that may dg 
you or me ſome prejudice, may do others 
as Tnany and asgood, or it may be more and 
better, a benefit : that wind that ſtrikes my 
Strip agaioſt the Rock, may fetch off'two 
or more from the Sands, Let us be cot 
tent therefore to ſuffer Almighty God to 
govera the World according to his Wiſdom 
and not our Will, though it may be a par- 
ticular detriment to you or to. mez or if 
we repine againſt it, we muſt not think 
thereby to obtain our own wills. 

2. The texture 4nd frame of the World's 
ſuch, that it is abſolutely neceſſary that, 
it fome be rich and powerful, orgreat, of 
hononrable,others muſt be poor, & ſub, 
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Ade were £c bl, 
no power A 
e all would be'equal;, if were 
Ily rich, it would be but only nomi- 
, indeed none would be rich, 'but all 
d be poor, there could be no Artifi- 
, no Labourers, no Seryants. © Since 
it is of neceſſity, in the order of 
World, 'that' ſome” muſt be poor, or 
rich or powerful than others, why 
for I be ſo ndreaſonable, or unjuſt,” to 


efire that lot of poyerty or _lowneſs'df 
adition ſhould oy er oaPl a$9d ' Not 
Fe? Or why ſhould tot T be contented 
be of the lower fort of men, fince the 


qfder of the World requires thar fuch ſome 


be > 

*"4. Let any man obſerveit whiles he will, 
he thall find that whatſoever of worldly 
advent ages any man doth moſt plentifally 
enjoy, and moſt men moſt greedily deftre, 
of neceflity he muſt thexeby have wore 
troſſes and afftiFions. Aman deſires many 
Childreo, Friends, Relarionsz the more 
he hath of theſe, the more mortal dying 
comforts he hath ; the more he bath thar, 
muſt be fick, and ſuffer afflition, and dye ; 
and every one of theſe afflitions or loſſes 
in a man's Relations, are ſo many renewed 
afflitions, and croſſes, and troubles to him- 

V 2 {81f. 


more he bath, cups more he _ohh, © 
and of neceflity he muſt have 
the mare he hath; as be that —_ A 
mp 0 Beep yu. .in probability loſe 
r than he that bath but forty ; 
bef es, Wealth is the common "or5 
every man ſhoots at, and eve 
be pulling ſopewhat Tom bis: thee. b 
wuch, becauſe exery man thijoks he 
"nap for others as well as. himſelf, 
res Honour, Power, Grandeur, and 
be be bath it: but every man Low yo 
and is ready to ughorſe him; and 
negle(t, reproach or misfbreyne its cl 
to th amen, than to a meaner man z 
the more of Honour or Power he hatb, the 
more of ſuch breaches he ſhall be ſure 
meet with. A man deſires Loog Lik, 
accordingly enjoys it : but in the my 
long life a man is ſure to meet with mote 
ficknefſes, more crolles, moreloſs of frieady 
and relations, and over-lives the great 
art of his external comforts, and in O 
age becomes his own burthen. 

' 5- If a man defire much Wealth 
Power, -and enjoys it, yet it is on 
uch the more thereof he bath, ſo much 
the leſs others haves for be baththat which 


' wight 
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oo waar hey) wi divide among many 
ſhould a man deſire "+ or 
ent hilaſelf,. if he have.je nor, Gnce 
FR thus enjoys is With another's de- 
t and loſs, who wauld bave a ſhare 
WV, he had, it not alone? And why 
+ [ covet that, or be diſcontented if [ 
lard ic not, fioge-if | have it,; ] ſhall pro- 
ayre the like diſcontent in others? 

46. It is certain'in #he courſe of the World, 
there are and muſt be @ greater noamber 
efCroſſes and Trouhles, and. of greater mo- 
att than there are of External Comforts ; 
wh/there is ſearce any comfort that any 
a#a bath, but like Joneb's Gourd, it hath 
aWorm growing at the root of it, which 
dath- not only wither the comfort it (ef, 
but moſt times creates greater trouble and 
Grrow, than the comfort it (elf hath good 
if entirely enjoyed, A man bath wany 
Children, it may be they are all very good 
ad hopeful, yet they are mortal, and 
iſ they dye, the death of ſuch a Child is 
þ much the more ous, by how much 
the more good and towardly he was. = 
#agy of them prove vicious, foalilh or 
mughe, by how much a Child is nearer 
than a-ſtranger, by ſo much the more bis 
vices give trouble, forrow, and care to his 
Pzrent ; Sa that in all worldly things, the 
V 4 ſtack 
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ſtock of Troubles is greater three to onghP. 
'than that of Comforts; fo is that ef} if v 
Job, A mar is born to troubles as the fparly}\ 
- fly upwards, Why therefore ſhould amy 
ak iato diſcontent, becauſe the We 
doth but ſolitum obtizere, and follow 
own natural complexion and ſtate? 
7. We are generally greatly wiftehewis 
the nature of Good and Evil, and havent 
the true meaſures of it, © "That is truly rely. 
tively Good which makesa man cthebenk 
: and that truly Evil in its relative natay, 
' which makesa man the worſe. If Prof] 
and Succeſs make me Thankful, Wat 
Charitable, Beneficent, then is proſpet 
good to me, for it makes mebetter z 
it make meProud, Haughty, Inſolent;D& 
mineering, Vain-glorious, it is evil cowe 
If Advertity make me Clatnorous, Murmt 
ring, Eavious, Spigheful, Injurious, thee 
'tisevil rome: but if it makes me Humble, 
Sober, Patient, then'tis good to me. Aud 
let any man impartially' take the meaſuge 
of the very ſame man or divers men in each 
condition, he ſhall find ten to one recemt 
mozxe miſchiefby Proſperity than by Adves 
fity. Why'(hould I then not content 
ſelf with that condition which is more 


to me,and makes me the better man,though 
not the richer or greater? - 6 


8. Which 
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8. Which is but a 'fafther explication 
at of if what is aid next before, It 1s certain 
tata Good Manis like the FI/xir, itrnins 
x into Gold, and makes the 'moft iq 
conditior® of life not only tolera- i 
le, but uſeful and convenient. If I be 
heh, 1 mould and frame my worfſt con- 
jon into a condition of comfort and 
tarentment by my Patience and Conten- 
tdtion. Why ſhould Ithen be diſcontented 
with my condition, fince by the Grace of 
Bod I am able to make it what I pleaſe? 
-& can content my ſelf with the "a 
per and difpofition of my own Heart 
td Soul, I hive no reaſon to be diſcon- 
weted with my condition, for if I find it 
wt good I can make it ſuch by the equa- 
Iity, patience, and temperof my own mind: 
And that the Mind is the principal marter 
i® contentation or diſcontent, we.need no 
@her inſtance than that of #4h4b and Ha- 


Sex: the one great King, theother a 
Favourite of a lebey Goon full- of 
wealth and honour; yet's Covetous mind 
ii one, and & Proud mind” in the other, 
made the former = fick fof'a lets ſpot 'of 
and the latter grow to fo high a 
cape diſcontent for want of the ove 
of a poor Fewv, that it” withered all bis 
enjoy ments, 1 Kizg. 21. 5. Heſs. 5.13. 
T2 9. Dif- 
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þ i | 
Rn nora thay he Crave 1fftid i; 
We ry gry ol iz 
ble, and Afigions, _ "OY 
#44 Weare het menigaFen I: | 
thar inficicely increaſe their heat 
tolling and tumbling, more than if t 
ſkill, and then they complain of the wy || 
ealincſs of their Bed: Like the Pr 
wild Bull in a Net we eotange 


our felves worſe with our 
if we were more patient and (ti = I| 


the Ship, it is not broken by the R 
but by its'olyn. violent mation againſk 
Wh then ſhould [ diſcontent and Ce 


xcaly x 
10. As ec tons unquiets 
no readers my coudition the more unealy, 
lo it no way congduceth to my r aſcve foom 
For fiace I cannat be ſo brutilh as tg thi 
that the oceyrreaces which befall me 
are without , a: Divine Canduct, f@.it; 
certain that all his Diſpealaziony are 
anddireced taa Wiſe End g Do 
ions themſclyes have their crrand, 
xpary , tomake ten ware humble, w 

and cquliderate, It ro 
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wra t9 his ſubmiſſiveneſiand duty, Why 
ſhould I diſcontent my ſelf, and be 
iggaticat under my affliction, when it is 
Jax enly, vain aud fruuleſs thereby to cx- 
weir look deliverance, but in all probability the 
elyclt way to keep me till under it>-. * 
- As thus my condition is not amen» 


ſe greet adpentages: x. in all 
goo it will Doren wy afflicdi Bo 
« hath obtained its effec and « 
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goc Of Commration) | 
cerametit 0 me, fo 16ng #5 it gives of 
the opportunity to and c 
ſelf, my virtucandgoodneſs, and ie att 
ſtation ofa good Conſcience. 10 

- 12- Though I want ſomewber 
others have, yet 'tis ———— +1 
ſomewhat that many as good, if noe! | un 
hawt.' It may be I want Wealth; yer 5! 
have Health; it may be I want Health, 

I have Childrev, that others want: "2s | / 
learn Contentment by confideriti i] 
wants and my enjoyments; and wat | | 
Diſcontent from crber'en) Joyments « I fo 
own Wants. = 

Theſe be the Moral Coolierations 
eruly they be of great wei 
an le and,. as I faid, corried the 


* God hath furniſhed us with a more 
tent. way, which lets me into the Set 
Conlideration, namely, the Divine 
Evangelical Helps'ito Patience and” 
tation: Their number will norbefr 
as the former, but their weight” and 

ey panes and they are ſuch as thefe{® 
- The worlt I here ſuffer is /ef"#1 


Of Comtentation. Ka 
16s and the-leaſt that 
2 I cap in juſtice 


aſt Mercy 3 and to be Paticnt and 


RT teſt Evil, 
oF pt. I 100, crols, Or con- 
z of life, ”" is reached out to wr from 


k Hand or rar the moſt Gloriow 
7 , » riley 4- orld, to whom we 
n mfinite ſubjettion, becauſe we have 
ng from bim : And therefore it is 
yo reaſonable for us to content 
yes with what he is pleaſed thus to 
: and the greateſt Croſs or Affliction 
$life, is CEOS to his Boyaty 
dneſsio giving us Being, 
e is not only the ebſolums Soverci 
, and all the World, but he is 
ef and wif Goyernour of it, \ yphany 
and all the dif flocs he big | 
t .redireted t6.moſt 
Excellent Ends; And there ul, Wis 
Mimaginable reaſon, not only patiently 
rags but cheerfully and contentedly 
bear any condition that he diſpeaſcth, 
Wt: with an implicit faith, to refign.our 
wills to, his, as being aſſured it 3s infi- 
tely more Wiſe and Juſt than ours, Some- 
| cine they are the. afts. of his Juſtice to 
purniſh 
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302 Of Contenathn. | 
ns for ſome piſt bfſeace; bile » 
the atts of his Wiſdom, nor iow wo 
to reclaim us, to prevent us frog) 
evils; of to amend vs, to ws 
bumble, watchfof. duriful, gr 
ro draw us off from too much # 
the World; to make vs berhink odr 
of but daty, and rerurning ro h & te 
penance, Faich a9d Obedience.” | 
4.' He is not only a Wiſe and Juſt Go- 
yernour, but a ty nr and 1 


Father; and onethat bur vety Falk 
neſs, Love, and Gopdneſs. corredts lik, asa 
Father doth his'$6n he entire} 
and upon this accottrit we ma [re log 
t. That he never aflids, of ade 
= any croſs to fall upon us, Br ar 

for oureyerlaſting, and many times fot 
Watpbrt q good: 2. Thar no ctoſs.vt 

Iye longer of heavier upon ws, 

than is conducible tor to our good: 3- That 
he doth, and will always, El his 
Staff with his Rod, his a bis 
AMiQion, co tutour and inſtru? 
port and comfort us and if we 


this ſupport in our greateſt aMiQtion, ie is 
not becauſe it is wantitip to us, 


. Wweare wanting to it, to lay bold upon it, 


anid improve it. 
5. For out farther affuragce of his Lovt 
ro 


— 
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Ir of us, we'have the word 


great Monarch of the World, 'the | 
, Faithful, and Ali-ſfficienc 
not leave thee nov forJake thee, Hb. 


B-5- 
+46. He hath giveq us the greateſt pledge 
of his love = that the moſt 
foubtiog or craving Heart in/ the World 
euld ever defire; bi 537 to be our Sacrh- 
bee: And bow ſhall he got with him give 
wall things. needful, uſeful and beneti- 
cal ? Rome. 8. 2, PF ; 

- This Son of his he made the Captain of 
our Salvation, and yet he made bim a man 
o forrows, and acquainted with prief, 


3. 3. and made perfet hwy 
I - Nang And this Son of God 

bear, nor only wieth Patience, but with 
iparion, and Comtentation of tmyind : 
March. 26.39. Not as 7 wil but as thou wilt: 
lak. 12:30. 7 beve 4 to be baptined - 
Pithal, Jad how ow I frutived toll tt bt ae- i 
cowplifhed ? and when all was done, Jeſiv, 
that was made a lictle lower that the An- 
gels, for the ſuffering ofdeath, was crowned 
with gloty and honours Thet bt by rhe 
geceofGod ſhonld tafte death for every man. 
For it becanve him, for whom wve dS things 
ad by whom are all things,in bringing m 
Jon: to glory, to make the captuin of their 
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atively: he was exhibited as the Firſt-born 


many Brethren; the common imagt 
neccnting to which,” all bjs dikiples ar 


G 


followers ſhould beconformed, Rgav. 8. 
As he was made perfe@ by ſufferings, 
muſt wez and as he — a vail 
ferings paſſed intoGlory, ſo muſt wez that 
_ if we ſuffer with hid, we may be glori 
with him: He was exhibited, as the coms» 
mon ſtandard and pattern of a Chriſtians 
condition, in the loweſt eſtate that ca 
befall him in this life: and ſurgly we have 
reaſon to be contented to be h—_ 
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ſbbjeteo the condition of the Captain 
Salvation. 3. as he was thus 
ibited as a paſſive example of our coq- 
ity, ſo he became an aftive example 
'our imitation ; full of quietneſs, com- 
poſedneſs, ſubmiſſion, patience, andicon- 
tentation, to give us an example, 1 Pet. 
2-21. and to impriat u us the ſame 
mper and frame of mind, Phil. 2. 6. that 
whiles we behold his example, we may, 
by a ſecret ſympathy, be transformed, as 
twere, into the ſame mould and image. 
+ That we might have this great pledge 
ad aſſurance, that he who once lived 1n 
this world, and had expericace of the 
difficulties and troubles of it, and is now 
tanſlated to the right hand of the glorious 
Majeſty of God, and bath the proſpe@ of 
ill our wants, and needs, and forrows, 
and troubles, and ſufferings, and of the 
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grees .of ſtrength we have to bear it, 
hath the plentitude of power to ſup- 
part, to ſtrength and veliver us; I fay, 
that we may be aſſured, that he is a merci- 
tal and faithful High Prieſt, ſeafible, and 
compaſſionate-of our condition; Heb. 2.18. 
for in that he himſelf bath ſuffered, being 
lewpted, be tt able to ſuceor them that 
oe tempted. . 
Thus it bath pleaſed the Goodneſs of 
% Almighty 


_- 
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Almighty God, (who knows our 
and vp Bunk bur 4uſt) he 


as much indulgence and compliance, a 
is poſſible for a moſt tender Father to his 
weak and froward Children z Thar fince 
he knows, Affliction and croſſes are « 
neceflary for us as the very belt of all out 
bleflings, yer he gives us all the helps 
and applice that are imaginable, with the 
greateſt ſuitableneſs to our nature, to make 
them eaſfie,ſupportable, and profitable z and 
to bear us up tobear them, with the greateſt 
patience and contentation, We cannot be 
without them, for then we are very apt 
to grow proud and ſecure, ſelf-conceited, 
inſolent, ' toſet up our reſt, and be building 
of Tabernacles here, to dread and fear 
death beyond all meafure and order, and to 
be utterly uHprovided forit, to be defirous 
totake our portion in this life, and to make 
our Heaven on this fide death ; as'the two 
Tribes defired their lot on this fide Jorden, 
becauſe they found it convenient. (New. 
32.) And though we cannot well be with- 
out them, yet we ſtand in need of daily 
helps to bear them patiently, contentedly 
and profitably; __ we are accordingly, 
by the Divine Goodneſs, fitrniſhed with 
helps ſuitable to our condition and frame. : 
As all the afflitions, croſſes, and —_—_ 
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8, Of Contentation. _ 407 
*of this life, are managed by the wiſe Prs- 
- yidence and Government of the moſt wiſe 
«and merciful God, and have their voice, 

errand, and ap_—_——_ him to us, (Hear 
*the Rad and bim that bath appointed it:)So, 
"he hath given us the ineſtimable Jewel of 


bir ord, to expound and untriddle what . 


he means by them, and to inſttut us how 
to carry our ſelves under themz how to 
improve them all for our ſpiritual and 


everlaſting good ; how with paticnce and 
cheerfulneſs to undergo ther 3 how to be 
drawothe mearer to God by them. And 
tothis end he hath given us' moſt diviae 
and wiſe Connſel; touching them; great 
aſſurance of his love, goodneſs, and the 
light of his countenance, tocarry and con- 
duQ,us with comfort and depen _ 
him in thetmz and hath given us admi- 
table Examples, which are as ſo many 
Commentaries and Expoſitions upon them; 
and to ſhew us what he means and intends 
id them and by them : As the examples 
of the Jewiſh Church and People; the 
examples of his beſt Saints* and Servants; 
. and their ſufferings, and the reaſons of 
them, and their ; & Broan under them, 
and wherein they failed, and wherein they 
benefited by themz as Abraham, Fob, Mo- 


Apofties 


ul 
>> ST. 
- Cl 
= 


e fer, David, —_ Joſtah, and all the 
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308 Of Contentation. 

Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians:in whom 
we may with'great clearneſs: and fatisfg- 
Qion obſerve how much advantage they 
got by their afftiftions; what lofles th 
were at by their peeviſhnels, Frownrdach 
and diſcontent with their aflited con, 
ditions; what comfort, ſatisfattian, and 
benefit they attained by their patience, 
. quietneſs, equality of mind, voluntary ſub- 
miſfion to the Divine Providence, and 
contentation with their eſtates, though 
never (o troubleſom and uneafie. 

* Bur above all the bountiful God hath 
brought Life end Immortality to light 
through the Goſpel: He hath given us the 
cleareſt conviction imaginable that this 
World, and our life in it, is not our prin- 
cipal End and Scope, but the place of our 
Pilgrimage, at beſt our Ian, not our h6mez 
our place of tryal and preparation for 4 
better (ſtate: He hath ſhewed us that it is 
but our paſſage, and ſuch a paſſage as muſt 
and (hall be accompanied with afflictions, 
and it may be, with perſecution by evil 
men, evil Angels, evil occurrences: that 
itis the place of our warfare ; atroubleſome 
and tumultuous ſtormy Sea, through which 
we mult paſs before we come to our Ha- 
ven: that our Countrey, our home, our 
place of reſt and happineſs, lies on th 
OLNcr 
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” Of Comtentation. © 
of death, where there ſhall be 


y ſbrrow, nor trouble, nor fears, nor# 
| nor afflictions, oor tears, bur a 


"3 © 


_ of eternal and unchangeable comfort, ' 


neſs - of moſt pure and uninterrupted 


 pleafures, and*that for evermore? that 


wough many tribulations and affliftions 
we muſt enter into that Kingdom, as his 
ancieat People centred into their Canaan 
through a red Sea, a tireſom and barren 
Wilderneſs, fiery +Serpents, wants, ene- 
mies, and unintermitted dangers and dif- 
iculties : that our light affli®Gions, which 
are here but for a moment, work for ws a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
2 Cor. 4-17.” Our aftlitions and inconvent- 
encicsin this world, 1; Arelight in compari- 
ſon of that exceeding, far more exceeding 
weight of glory: 2. Asthey are but light, 
ſobeing compared with that eternal weight 


| ofglory, they are but for a moment: The 


longeſt-life we here live is not ordinarily 
above threeſcore and ten years, and though 
the more- troubleſom and uneafie*that life 
is the longer it ſeems, yet compared with 
the infinite/ abyſs of Eternity, it is but a 
moment, yea leſs than @ momear, it leſs 
can be, yet ſuch is the loagoſt (tay in this 
life if compareq with Eternity. 

And: the gracious God hath preſented 
| X 3 _ this 


this greateſt, and moſt important truth to; | 
#5, with- the greateſt Evidence and Ajſw- 1. 
rence that the- moſt deſponding and fu-. 
' ſpicious Soul can defire. 1; He gath given 
his own Word of Truth to aſſure us of it; © 
2. He hath giyen his own'Son, to feal it 
unto us, by the, moſt powerful and con»; 
vincing evidence imaginable ; by his mif-/ 
ſion from Heaven on jugs to tell us it z/ 
by his Miracles; by atreſtatiods from Hea- 
ven; by the laying down his own Life 
in witneſs of it; by his Reſurreftion and 
Aſcenſion; by the miraculous Miflion of 
his Holy $pirit viſibly and audibly. Again, 
2. He hath confirmed it to us, by the Da- 
arine and Miracles of his Apenins Of 
their Death and Martyrdom ; as a Wit 
of the Trath they taught z by the nnme- 
rous Converts, and Primitive Chriſtiang, 
and Godly Martyrs, whoall lived and d 
in this Faith, and foris z whomadeit thei 
choice rather to ſuffer afflitions with the 
people of God, than toenjoy the pleaſures , 
of (in for a ſeaſon, declaring | yo that 
they ſought a better City and Countrey, 
that is, a beavenly, Heb. 11. 15, 25. and 
this Country, and this City they m 
their Eye, eyen-while they lived in thiy 
troubleſom World : And tþ1s proſpeR, this 
bope, and expeRation, rendred or” | 
| | or 
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and contenredly ; 
yood ther, and placed their hopes, their 
treaſure, their comfort above them: And 
even. whiles they. were in this life, yer 
they did, by thewr faith and antici» . 
their own happineſs and enj by 
even befoge they aftually edit 
fruition 3 for Fqith && the ce 0 
| nag ab Pr Heb. 11. aod makes th 
_— by the firmocſs of a ſound 
vation, which are in themſelyes future 
and\to.come. 4 
And this is that, which will bave the 
me cfic& with us, . if we live and believe ' 
they did ; and be but firmly, and foundly 
perſwaded of the truth of the Goſpel, thus 
admirably confirmed unto us. This 5s the 
x Fare overcometh ”_ ge our 
10. 38.. The-ja 'we 
ory 2 Cor. 5.7. We of * faith, Kc 
bot by light 3 and excellent is that paſlage* 
tothis purpoſe, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 48. For 
wbich cauſe we faint not but thopghour out- 


man periſh, yet our inward wan i: re- 
newed day by dey. For our light efiGive, 
which i by fr avon, worketh. for = 

4 ar 
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far more exceedingatd oo mph. 
. While we bo er Ing pol 
en, but at the things which are ah rem: | 


the things which are ſeen, are temporal, 
the things which are ap ſeep, ave eternal. 


And therefore if we IE ſcriouſly be- *« 


lieve the truth of the Goſpel, the % of | 


the live to come, the — 
- of this World will ſeem but of ſal 
ment to take up the choiceſt of our i 
or hopes, and the worſt things this Warld 
can inflict will appear too light to provoke 
us to"impatience 'or diſcontent. He = 
hath bit'Heaven and Everlaſting Glory 
proſpett and a firm expeQarion, will by xe 
a mind full of comtentation in the midſt of 
_ the loweſt and darkeſt condition here on 
Earth. . Impatience fnd diſcontent never 
can ſtay long with us, if we awake onr 
minds, and/ſummon vp our faith and hope 
in that life and bappinefs to come. Sudden 
paſſiops of impatience and diſcontent, 
like clouds ariſe and trouble usfor a white, 
but this faith, and this hope rooted in the 
Heart, if ſtirred up, will, hike the Sub, 
ſcatterand diſpel ther, and cauſe the light 
of patience, contentation, and comfqrr'to 
ſhine through them. | RY 
And as we have this ho of Imrmor 
tality and þleſſedoels ſet before us; ſo the 
Meant 
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fully excludes not Himſelf. 7ſe. or. 1," 
weby owe that this Beer the 


paters, and be that Bath no mny come ye, 
bay and eat without money & without price. 
Rev. 22. 17. Whoſoever wil, let him take i 
waters of life freely. Matt. r1.'28. 
| unto we all ye that labour and are bea- 
* leader, and I will give you reſt. The way 
weverlaſting happineſs, and conſequently. 
to contentation here, is 14id open to 27, It 
was the great reaſon why God made nian- 
kind, to communicate Everlaſting Happi- 
nefs co them; and whenrhey wilfully threw 
way, that happineſs, 'it was the end why 
"he ſent his Son into the World, to reſtore 
mankind unto it. ' And as the way is open 
toall,' fo it is cafieto all; his yoak is 
0d bjs burthen light. The, terms of ax- 
taining happineſs, iffincerely endeavoured, 
arceahe to d greenn ; virtue of that 
Grace, that God Almig 5 'affords'to all 
wen, that do not wilfully reje& it: name- 
ly, roBelieve the trurh of the Goſpel," fo 
admirably confirmed; and fincerely to'en- 
deavour to obey the precepts thereof, which 
are both juſt and reaſonable, highly can- 
ducing to our contentation in this life, and 
ronſurmating our happineh$ in the life to 


Come: 


but willing to uſe this meansto attain it. |. 
And I wind up all this long Dif. 


courſe touching Contentatian with thiy - 


chance to lodge at my Ion, there it may be 
I meet with bad entertainment, the oy 
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«place for me, I Wilt chetefore\ 
content my ſelf, wit? the"inconve 
of my ſhore journey, for ny acai} 
tions will be adm - nd 6 - A | 
home, that heaven ales, whit 
is the place of my voſt d happibeſs, +: liÞp 
But' yet we "muſt withal remember, q | 
that thongh Heaven -is our - home ;" the [; 
place of our Reſt and- happineſs, yet this | 
World is a place forour Duty and Employ: | & 
ment, and we muſt ufe all honeſt and liw- | ;.;; 
fal means to preſerhe our lives and! our | 0 
comforti by our honeſt care and diligence, 
As it is our duty to wait the time till 'onr 
' Lord and Maſter calls, ſo ir is part of \6ar | 
rask in this World given us by the great 
Maſter of the - _ of Heaven and 
to beemploy the temporal -goi 
our ſelves and others, | It. is ae alli 
principal 'bufineſs to fit our ſelves for" 
everlaſting home, aod to think of irz'but | |, 
it is a pate of our duty and an aQ'of the 
dienge,- whiles we are here, !t6 employ our 
ſaver with honeſty and diligence ino@r 
tetnporal employments: Though wean 
not ro4et our hearts upon the convenidhs 
cies'bf this life, yet we aro nor e5:rejed 
them, \but't6 uſe them Thankfully kad'$6 
betly, for they arc bleſſings that deferwe 
our Gratitade, though they ought be 
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take, u For hearts  Agaia, 
"4p AMiations uſt be the 

of our patience, we muſt nor wil- 

nor run into_them. 

y ſtill the Maſter of his owa 
ſation, for be is Wiſe, and knows 
is fit, for us, when we know not 

is is fo fit far our ſelves, ' When he 

©d them, or permits them, our duty 
ix patience and comentation, but com- 
our own choiGe] is beadſtrong and 


was the errour of many ire Sie Con-- 
rerts to. Chriſtianity, that wo hn ugh, 
t when Heaven 8nd. Heaven 
| reſſed, that; preſently "hey muſt 
fall care of the World, deſert their 
lliogs, and bufily and unneceſſarily thruſt 
themſelveg- into dangers, that ſo they 
Wh be quit of all worldly cares and bu- 
and of life it ſelf. This the Apo- 


op equendy reprove, and ſhew the er- 


rour of it, and that juſtly : For the truth 
of it is, -our continuance in this life, and 
jn our honeſt em loyments and callings, 
our thankful uſe ofe xternal bleſſings here, 
and our honeſt endeavours for them ; the 
eadeayour to do good' in our places, ſo 
as WE continue in them ; our prudent 


prevention of external evils, are part of 
thar 
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318 Of Contentation | 
that Obedience we owe roour Maker; andf 
, part of that Exerciſe or task rhat'is give. ** 

us by him to in'this life, and ay 
cheerful, fai diligent converſatic 
Chriſtianity, that it is part of our Chy 
ſtian duty, and of char. we oWto 
our Maker; and it is imdeed the exerciſe} 
of our paticace, and che evidence- of x 
ug 47 mind 1 DESIRE ou 

ws ſo. O N 
ently, I onah, he wilhert 
to dyep or throws off all, it is a ſign off 
want of that contentation that is here 
commended : becauſe true Contentation | 
conſiſts ina cheerful and ready compliance } — 
with the Will of God, and nor in a fro- 
ward preference of our own will or choice. 
It ' was part of our Saviour's excellent 
| prayer for his Diſciples, Fob. 17. 15. Ipry 
not that thou ſhouldeſt take them out of 
the world, but that thou ſhouldeſt keep then 
from the evil. 

The buſineſs therefore of theſe Paper 
is to let you ſee; what are the Helps to 
—_ _—_ _ CITED in this 

orld, that our through it may 
be ſafe and peer oorrs and le to 
the will of God, and to remedy that in 
patience and diſcontent which is HE 
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4" found among men: To, teach men how 
Jo amend their lives, inſtead- of being * 
=] weary of thems and to make the w : 
"conditions in the World cafic and comfor- 


table, by making the mind qui 

— | jet, paticat 

T and thankful. For 'tis makes nar 

' and impatient mind that truly makes the" 

Vo World much more uncafie than it is in it 
Gif | | 
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AFFLICTILONS, 
THE 


Beſt Preparation for them, and Im- 
provement of them, and of out 
Delivery out of them. 


—_— 


JOB. V. 6, 7. 

Alibough afflition cometh not forth of 
the dufl, neither doth trouble ſpring 
out of the ground : 

lea man is+ born unto trouble; as the 


Jparks fly upward. 


0 B's Friends, though in the particalar 
Caſe of Fob, they were miſtaken, yet 
m4 were certainly very wiſe, godly 
obſerving -meny and many of 

their Sentenees were fall of excellent and 
afeful Truths, and A” 0 this __ 


propenſion in the ſparks to fly upward; 


and although ſome ſeem to have a greater 
"portion of it than others, ſome ſeem 


of Eliphas,, which importeth theſe two uſe. 
ful Propoſitions. ” | 

1. That the general flate of man in this 
world ye @ ſtate of Trouble and Aﬀti@i 
vod it is ſo common to hitn, fo incidentt 
all degrees and conditions of mankind, that 
it ſcems almoſt as univerſal, as that natural 


No perſon of whatſoever age, {ex, condi 
tion, degree, quality, profeſſion, but hath 
a part in this common ſtate of mankind; 


ave greater and longer. viciſtitudes a 
intermifſions and allays thereof thanother, 
yet none are totally exempt from it: yea 
It is rare to find any man, that hath bad 
the ordinary extent of the age. of man, but 
his troubles, crofſes, calamities, afMidtions 
have overweighed and exceeded the mea- 
ſure of his comforts and comentments. it 
this life. p 

2. That yet thoſe AfiiFions and Troubla' 
do neither grow up by a certain 
and conftant courſe of Nature, 'as 
and Vegetables do out of the 'gro 
neither are'they meerly accidental and 
ſual; but they are ſent, Hiſpoſed, dived 
awd managed by the conduct and-guidanat 
of che mott Wiſe Providence of A 
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ins dbd ihirbe proverk in the ſequel of 


this Chapter. And as in #ll things 10 Na- 
tyre the- moſt Wiſe God dorh nothing de 
random, or at a venture, ſo in'\this part 
of his providenrtial diſpenſation towards 
mankind, he doth exerciſe the ſame, with - 
Excellene Wiſdorw, and for ExceVent Eds 
even for the very and advantage of 
_—_ in Fenera}, and particularly of 
very perſons that ſeem moſt to ſuffer 
ind be afiiched by them: ſometimes to pu- 
biſh, . ſometimes to corre, ſometimes to 
prevent, ſometimes to hea], ſometimes to 
prepare, ſometimes to humble, always to 
ſtrut, and teach, and better the chil- 
tren of men. 

And indeed, if there were no other end 
but theſe ther follow, this ſeeming ſharp 
Providence of AlmightyGod wouldbebighty wn 
pk namely, firſt, 7 okerp wins 

md Diſciphnable, Man is « proud vain 
Featurez and were that humor conſtantly 
fed with proſperity and ſucceſs, tt would 
ſtrangely puff up this vain bumor': AMi- 
Gions and troubles are the c_ and 

correctives of it, ni or 
this (relling he ge of pri 
broghtivels, which would otherwiſe req-. 
der men intolerable in themſelves md one 


to another; —_ —— — 
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torecognize Almighty God, to ſeek uato Bk 
him, -to depend upon him: This is the B; 
moſt natural and ſpecifical effe&t of Aﬀi- B%; 
Qions, Hof. 5.15. In their Ru 
will ſcek meearly;, Jonah 1. the rough 
» ſtubborn Marriners, in a ftorm,| will cry 
every one*to his God. +» Thirdly, totutar 
and diſcipline the children of men in this 
great Leſſon, That their happineſs lyes not 
inthis World, but in a betterz and by this 
means, even by the croſſes and vexations 
and troubles of this World, and by, theſe 
lainand ſenlible documents to carry many 
kind upto the End of their Beings. Gol 
knows thoſe few and little comforts of this 
life, notwithſtanding all the tFoubles aad 
croſſes with which they are interlarded, 
are apt to keep the hearts, even of good 
men, in'too great love of this W 
What would become of us, if our whoh 
lives here ſhould be altogether proſperow 
and contenting, without the intermixtur 
of croſſes and afflictions? But of thek 
things, more herealter, £ 
ow fince- the ſtate of mankind in this 
Worldis for the moſt. part thus cloudy 
ſtormy, and that ordinarily we can ex 
it tobe ao otherwile, there are theſe Com 
' fderations which become every wile aad 
good mind to acquaint himſelt with. 
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Of Affliflions. 
it ſhat Preparation is fitteſt to be made 


ty c man before they come. 
How che are to be received and enter- 
Rained and improved, when they come, 
and while they are incumbent. | 
+ What is the beſt and ſafeſt temper of 
=mind when any of them are removed. 
ry; . | 


1. Touching the firſt of theſe, namely, 
reparation before they come; and the beſt 
wmeparatives ſeem tobe theſe: - | 
71A right and ſound conviftion an 
eration of this moſt certain experi- 
gental truth, namely, That vo war what- 
over, how good, juſt, ear, wiſe ſoever , 
fan by any means expeQto be exempt from 
5” bar maſt be more or leſs akiet to 
Aidion, of one kind or other, at onetime 
or another, in one meaſure or another ; for 
man is certainly born to trouble, as the 
ks fly upward. - And this certain truth 
vill be evident, if we conſider the ſeveral 
kind: of affliction that are common ro man- 
kind: and herein I ſhall forbear .the In- 
ſtances which concern our Childhood and 
Youth, as ſuch, which yet notwithſtanding 
are ſubje@ to afflitions, that though they 
ſeem not (ach to men 'of riper years, | . 
yet are as real and pungent , and deFply 
and ſenfibly grievous to them, as thoſe 
| Y 3 , that 
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that ſeem of greater moment to ment. 
riper years: Bur I ſhall apply my felf 
.thoſe Inſtances which are more ks 

and of which thoſe that bave the h 
of their reaſon may be more capable. -* IU 
+ Afflidions ſeem to be of two kinds: Va 
1. Such as are Common Calamitics, befal- 
ling a Nation, City, or Society of men; 
2. Or more Perſonal, that concern a man 
in his particular. | n 
1. Touching the former of theſe, 
Common Galamities, ſuch are Wars, Deys- 
ſtations, Famines, Peſtilences, { 
contagious Epidemical Diſcaſeg, great Coq 
flagrations, experience tell+ us, and daily 
lets us ſee that they i#polve in their exteat 

the generality of men, good and bad, j 

and unjuſt, pious and profane : al- 
though the gracious God is ſometimes 
pleaſed, for ends beſt known to himlſelf, 
ſtrangely to preſerve and reſcue as it were, 
ſome out of a common calamity, yet ity 
that which I do not know how any may 
can pramite himſelt, though otherwiſe as- 
ver ſo pious and juſt, becauſe I find not that. 
any where under the Evangelical difpen- 
ſation God Almighty hath promiſed to any 
perſon any ſuch immunity 5 apd common 
Experience ſhews us that good and bad are 
oftentimes involyed ia the effedts and ex- 
h "TP tremiticy 
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s,t0 give particu 
If a mire v7 fc —_ 


ee bowl 


yot (hat yori rr 

becouſle, alchoy 

gs occaſions A aro nate 
give aut. Mirackes, but | even to 


= them allo, a4 in the juſtifying of 
hy of the Golpel, io the 


= the Cncogalioal diſþen- 


oodanels, piety, 
ind, aud of 


\ YI > Wes 


nears airy que re uy | 
Church, as it was in a t meaſure T | 


pical, Þ the Divine A ation « 
them was very uſually Mira 
in their bl preſervations and 
ptions: And there was ſpecial reaſon hr 
it; for rhey were tobe a Monument toll 
Mankind, and alſo to future Ages, of aps 
cial-and fGgnal Divine Regiment ; and cop 
O— the obedient might upon the 
the Divine Promiſe expett bleſ 
and EP —_ in public 
ies that might the Proview 
general : Bur we —_ no warrant to 
over thoſe promiſes of Temporal benels 
and exemptions to theoffedience under the 
Goſpel, which as it is founded upowwts 
othef Covenant, fo is it —— with 
better Promiſes. 720 
2. Becauſe the beſt of wen in this life, 
Save ſins and failings enow, to juſtific the 
Juſtice of Almighty God, in expoſing they 
to temporalcalamities;- and. Artur 


and 


and dutifulneſs; So that: 
expoked to Tewporal alanick, 
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ew in their Fverlaſti Wa What 
light aflidtions, and but for 
moment in compariſon to' an. 4,7 #7 
teroal weight of glory? And 
the latter is Keegy - or opioegs 
ler the 1, while the former may 
poſſibly the puniſhment or at bolt 008- 
tetion for their Sins. FORT! 
And therefore, although atthe interceÞ 
fon of Abrabzm, the Lord'wasplealed to 
nt a relaxation of the deſtru of 8#- 
4 mote oy it wayan 
#@ of his bounty; and ſo it was when he 
Ge becnuajet if be ka toeht theme try 
un pt them'aw 
ene Ch lamiry becars 
ply the fins of Lo# himſelf might have 
uch, as might have acquitted the 
ice of Godin : for-the higheſt 
| calamity is hot 4 5portiona 
to any one Sin: And alt he were 
in mercy to ſpare Tot and his two 
hters, yet neither way he wholly ex- 
epted from that great calamity, for his 
Houſe, yearacans 1 In 
periſhed in that terrible Co tion.” + * 
*” And upon! this Cubdetetion,” we have 
4uſt cauſe ta- blawe two ſorts of perſons; 


namely; 
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incident pon rn i 


linda to 
diſeaſe, and rhe Jes he decay of _— I 


ad moiſture doth intime bring the oldeft* 


man to his end; bur if he live noe to the 
aainment of old age, moſt certainly as 
hemeces with death in the conclufion, © 
be mects with ſome diſcaſe or other that 
makes way or his difſolution. Fmt 
the whole vidawes.) bh 
man may I OUTS 


| dnticalar dials, caſualry or di 


that it may be nes another, 
whe is morcal, fo five ſhall ſane difeade, 


tothe univerſal Editand Law ofdeath, 
and muſt be fubje&t or later to 
thoſe difeaſes, ficknefſſes,cafualties or weak- 
nefies char muſt uſher in his death and 
diſſolution. 


an 
eſcapethis diſcaſe or caſaalry, another that; 
yet oſt certain it-1s thats — 
mfallibly meet with ſome diſcaſe, diſtems' | ® 
per or caſualty that ſufficient ro | 
diſſolve his compoſition, and put a'perioed 
\ to hislife. ; 

2. Concerning afllictions that particu- 
larly concern a man in his Eftzte. It ig 
"very true that ſome are more afflied/iv 
this kind than others. The more wealth 
any man hath, the more he is obnoxious 
to loſſes; and the more any man love 
wealth, the the afflition of this 
natyre' wounds 'him: And this /is- pens 
rally trye in all worldly matters wharſos 
ever; themorea man's heart is ſet uponit, 
the deeper and the more bitter the croſs or 
affliction is therein. But though afflictians 
in this kind pinch ſome cloſer than 
yet there are very few that totally 
in this kind. The poor man reckons' 
his affliction that he wants wealth; and 
the rich man is not without his afflition 
either in the loſsof it, or the fear of ſuch 
loſſes ; which create as real a troubles 
the loſs it ſelf; Fire and ſhipwrack, cont 
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TO Wealth Sao hank that wants it. 
++ Touching. afliQion jo the, Newe 2 
menaly's of all things in the World, 
eafily,cxpoſed to the + 
4 1g ms any "Pains a falſe accuſation, 
orfalſe- report, an Daion or word mifinter- 
. A man hath no-ſecurity of his 
ch againſt invaſions of other 3 bue 
he. hath much leſs ſecurity touching * 


X , more than of theman himſc 

is vifible to.every man's experience, that 
hethat hath the greateſt name is moſt ex- 
to the envy; and therefore to the 


Name, - becauſe it is in the Jung of 
z and 


| ace? and calumnies of others;.and he 


that values his name and reputation moſt, 
js caſieſt blaſted and r wounded by 
acalympy though really falſe, than he hes 
ily. reputation, or that eſtcems it 
et Touching Friends: There are two 
TT things 


ſe reports, by 
differences in matters 


a wauſe Ges = 

ber en mp 
more lofſes of them and in them Tam | 
jetto; for every one of thewis 


fame calamiries with my {ef, wh 
rar. in ce mine] partciparion s 
that the more frietds and relations I ts 


d the dearer and nearer they are, Wt 
mocraoiiet have, by participaring then 
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chem the deeper, by how modh the 
or drarer thoſe fricads or relations 
me. It is true, that in a multitade 
and<drar friendsmd relations there 

munication of more comforts ; bur 


- And thefe croſſes and affiitionsin Body; 
date, Name, and friends, though pofli- 
fly they may not all come together, or 
ineheir at one time, upon any 
the 'many yet as no man is 
ay of them at auy rime-by any 1} 
Witodye, fo fometimes they have 


J together im their perfe&ion, C—— 


fowe of 'che beſt _ that we read: of 
Witneſs that great pn omg Example of 
6 wborie ove tales the loſs. of 
all his Children, - of v4 His Servancs, of 
ul his Goods, 'of his great and honourable 


np men, -of his health z and be- 
under ſevere aflictions mm 


ends under the imputation of 
| 20 
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Upon allthis that bath been ſaid, a my 
may, and upon evident reaſon and exp 
ence,* ought to: conclude, That even th 
woſt ſincere Picty and Integrityof Heart aud 
Life cannot give as _ an_gtion 
wviledge from AfﬀtiGions of , or ih» 
ever pL -r. a ; 24M 
And this Conſederation alone is 
:.. To filence and quiet, that m 104 
and unquiet, and proud diſtemper that 
ten ariſeth in the minds of men them» 
ſelves; that are ready to think themſelves 
mach injured if they fall under the cals- 
mities incident to mankind : whereas the 
Juſt and Wiſe God never gave any promiſe 
or priviledge or exemption from external 
calamities and troubles to thoſe whom yt 
he owns as his Children. 2: This confides 
ratioa is ſufficient to quiet the mind &f 
perſons thus afflifted againſt that com 
moa temptation, which is apt toariſe 
this occaſion, as if_they were of 
forſaken of God, betauſe ſorely afflited? 
Whereas moſt certainly the favour or loye 
of God is not to be meaſured fimply by 
«i; 1, * Externdlsz but rather the Gas 
* *. ſpel teacheth us a quite contre 
ry keflon, namely, that i» re L. 
<4 c 
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tenthoſe whom he loverhbeft, 4. This 
deration is ſufficicut ro check that 
vrious hamour, that is in many, who 
& the Barbarians, preſently , | 
waclude, that perſon or place A 
whe more lioful than others, becauſe they 
ſuffer more, it may be, than others. This 
ms the uncharitable and indeed unreaſon- 
le errour of Foþ's Friends, of old, and of , 
many at this time in reference both to pub- 
liek and perſonal vifitations: | 
«2. The ſecond good Preparative againft 
Aictor is a frequent practical Sxppyſitionr, 
wherewith we are to entertain our ſelves, 
een in the time of our greateff Proſperity, 
That the Caſe may, and probably will be alter- 
a with «v4; and ſo to caſt our ſelves as it 
were into themold of an Micted condition. 
For inſtance, I am now in health ; whar if I 
were now to enter into the valley of the 
ſhadow of death, intoſome acute, or pain- 
ful, or deſperate diſeaſe z how am | hrted 
with patience, reſignation of my ſel into 
the hand of God Scontempr of the World ? 
for ſuch an eſtate as this I muſt come 
toſsoner or later; how fhall I bear or carry 
my ſelf in it, or under it, were, it now 
upon me ? 1 have now a plentiful Eſtate, 
external affluence; what it at this moment, 
Iwere bereft of alt; either by Fire or De- 
| 5 predation, 
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. predation, how were my mind fitted with 
amility and patience to ſubmit ta a pogy 
ſtrait, wanting condition ? I have now 
a goo Husband, Wife, Children, 
Friends that eſteem me and axe bib 
to mez what if God ſhould in a moment 
deprive me of all theſe? what if mydeareſt 
Friends ſhould become my bittereſt Ene- 
2 mies, how ſhould L bear my ſelf under 
theſe changes? 1 have a great Name and 
Eſteem in the Warld ; what if in a ms 
ment, a black<cloud of Iofamy and Scar 
and Reproack were drawn over it, and that 
I hould becon:2a ſcornand je with 
ob30:8. athong Children of Fools? ya 
hildren of baſe men viler than the carth? 
how werel fitted with humility and exe 
neſs of mind to cemport with ſuch a cos 
dition, till it pleaſeth God by his Proyi- 
dence and the manifeſtation of wy Ina 
cence if he think fit, to ſcatter this black 
cloud of Calumny and'Reproach, or if not, 
yer quierly under it to enjoy the neg 
ofa good confcienceand thy own i 

_ Theſe and the like Anticipations of trow 
bled and afflicted conditions, would habi- 

tnatehnd fitour minds to bear th | 
us with ſuitable tempers for them ; render 
* them eafie to us when they come; and 
keep our Souls ina due ſtate — 
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"andwratchfulneſs before they come: Asthe 


good Martyr Bilney before his Martyrdom, 
Efovenpornoghn rig intoithe Canglie 
the Flames which he was after to 
| — and — _ 
= 23, The third Preparative agai {- 
ion and calamitoys ſeaſons, x reajor 
ws ſelves off fom over-muth love and valu- 
#ion of the World, and the beſt things it af- 
Fords. Philoſophy bath made ſome ſhort ef- 
fay inthis bulinels 3 but the Doftrine of the 
Gofpel bath poer'ls far I and 
al topicks and aggumevnts, than 
Philoſophy ever did or can: 1. By givies 
ws a plain and clear eſtimate and vyaluatioa 
of this World and all that ſeertis moſt va- 
laable in it 5 bur this is not. all, but 2, By 
hewing us plainly and clearly a more va- 
liable, certain and durable eſtate after 
death, and a way of attaining it, with 
mach more eaſe and contentation, than we 
an attain the.moſt ſplendid temporals of 
th World. Certain it is that the weight 
ſtreſs of Afflitions and crofles lyes 
hot ſo much inthe<hings themſelves whict? 
we ſuffer in them or by them, —+ that 
overvaluation that we ole con- 
yentencies which oMion ot croſfes de- 
prive us of, When news was brought to 
that noble Roman way death of his _ 
2 
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ic was 2 great pitch. of patience that even 


that Moral confideration wrought in hj 
Novi me genuiſſe mortalem 5 though per 
chance, it was not without a mixture of 
Stoical vain-glory. We ſet too. great g 
valye upon our Health, our Wealh, our 
Reputation; and that makes us unable tg 
bear, with that evennEſs and contentedaef 
of mind, the loſs of them, by Sickneſg, 
Poverty, Reproach., We ſet too great a 
rate upon our temporal Lite here becayſe 
we ſet too great a rate uponthis World, tg 
the enjoyment whereof this life here is ac- 
commodated and froportioned; and that 
makgs us fear Death, nqt only as the ruine 
of our nature, but as that which puts a 


period to all our comforts : Whereas had | 


we but Faith caough to believethe Evan; 
gelical truths touching our futyre Happi- 
neſs, it would make us not defire Death, 
becauſe we might in the time of this life 
ſecure unto, qur ſelves that great and one 
thing neceſlary ; and it would make us not 
to fear death, becauſewe ſee a greater ffui- 
' tionto beenjoyed afterzt, than all the Glas 
ry of this preſeat World can yield. 

4. The next Preparative againſt Aflie 
Qions isto keepPietydnnocence,and a Good 
Conſcience before it comes. | As Sig \s the 
. ſting of death, (o it is the ſting of - 
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F | 347 
that which indeed gives the'greateſt - 
terneG and ſtrength unto affliction: and 
tereaſon is this, becauſe it weakens and- 
dies chat part in man, ' which muſt bear 
6d ſupport it. This is that which the 
Wiſeman obſerves, Prov. 18. 14. -The ſpirit- 
if « wan will ſuſtain his infirmities ; but 2 
Sownded ſpirit who can bear ? which is no 
more than this; It is the mind and fpirit 
efman rightly principled, that doth bear 
ind carry a man through thoſe difficulties 
Md aflictions and infirmities, under which 
he is; but if that ſpirit or mind which: 
ſhould” carry and bear thoſe evils, be hurt 
ot wounded, or faint or infirm, what is 
there left in a man to bear that which 
indeed (ſhould be) our ſupport? Innocence 
and a good Conſcience keeps the-mind and 
ſpirit of a man in courage and confidence: 
and indeed it hathran eeffoincs and ſuffrage 
and atteſtation and ſupport from the God 
of Heaven, to, whom a good conſcience 
can with an humble confidence agpeal as 
Muekieh did under a great affliftion, 7.38. 


and this acceſs to Almighty God doth give 
new ſupplies, ſuccors and (trenzth, to 
the Soul to bearit up under very great and 

ng affiictions. But on the other fide, 
Sin doth diſable the Soul to bear affliction 
tillit be throughly repeated of; 1. Becauſe 
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itdoth jo a | | ; 
weaken theſpirit of a man, makes it poog,' 
cowardly and unable to bear it (cif up urs 
der the preſſure of affliftions, ' 2. It doth 
in a great meaſure obſtrut the intercourſe. 
between God and the Squl, and'that' ins 
_— that might and would otherwiſe 
derived to the ſpirit or mind of a man 
þy the God ofthe ſpirits of all fleſh, 
Therefore the beſt preparative againſt 
aMliction is, to bave the Soul as clear as may 
be fram the guilt of Sin: 1. By az innocent 
and watchful life in the time of our proſpes 
rity, before affliction attach us: 2. Or at 
leaſt, By « ſpeedy, ſincere and hearty Repen- 
tence for Sin committed; and this r 
tance to be ſpeedy, befpre affliftion come: 
_ For although it 1s true that many- times 
Affliction is the meſſenger of God to awak- 
en a finner to repentance, and that repen- 
tance is accepted by the merciful God, yet 
that Repentance is moſt kindly and eafie 
and readers afflictions leſs difficult and 
troubleſom, which prevents afflition, and 
performs one great end and uſe of affii- 
aion before jr comes. He that hath a 
'Soul cleanſed by Faith andRe from 
the guilt of Sin, before the (eveity bf af- 
flictioncomes upoo him, hath but one work 
todo, namely, to fit himſelf with patience 
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adergo the ſhock of afflition : But he 
at defers his ce, till driven. to it 
by aflition, his wagk is. more difficult, 
becauſe it is double, namely, to begin his 
wpemance, and to bear his affliction. / 

-And becauſe in many things we offend 
4, and the beſt have their failings and 
find of daily incurſion, « daily reviſing and 
examining of oxr own failings, and renew- 
ing of our repentance fax our dayly farts 
of Giogelar uſe to render afflictions eafie, 
becauſe repentance cleanſeth the Sdul, and 
readers a man in God's acceptation as if he 
 haduot offended. 

«$. The next preparative againſt affli- 
on.1s to gain az Humble Mind. When 
afflition meets with a proud heart, full of 
opinion of its own worth and goodneſs, 
there ariſeth more trouble, and tumult, and 
diforder, and diſcompoſure in the contelt 
of ſuch a heart agaiaſt che affliction, than 
poffibly can ariſe from the affliQion it ſelf; 
and the ling of that diſtemper of pride 
with the affiition, galls and intaogles the 
mind more than the (evereſt affliction, and 
renders a man very unfit for it and unable 
' to beagit. The Prophet de- | 

ſcribes it, her Sons at the 75" 
head of every ſtreet were like a wild Bull 
in anet. But on the other fide, aa bumble, 
£ 4 lowly 
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lowly-mind is calm and patient,” and fally 
with eaſe upon av affjicted condition; for 
the truth is, the great evil of fu is 
not ſo much in the thing a man ſu 
as in the mind and temper of ſpirit of the 
man that meets with it; an humble"mind 
is a mind rightly-prepared with the greateſt 
facility to receive the ſhock of any affli- 
 &tion, for ſuch a mind is already as low 
asaffliction can ordinarily ſet tt. 

And certainly, if any man conſider a- 
right, be hath many important cauſes to 
keep his Mind always bumble; 1.. In reſpet 
of Almighty God, "the great and glorious 
King of-Heaven and Earth, whom ifa 
man contemplare, he will put his mouth 
in the duſt, acknowledge himſelf to be 
buta_ poor worm, and therefore unworthy 
to diſpute the Divine Diſpenſations, pro» 
vidences.or permiſſions. © 2. In reſpe& of 
bimſclf. * He that conſiders aright himſelt, 
his (ins and failings and corruptions, will 
have cauſe enough tohamble himſelf, and 
reckon that he 1s juſtly oboxious to the 
levereſt croſles and affliftions. Why doth 
the living man complain, a4 man for the pw- 
niſhment of his ſin? Lam. 3.39. ' mer 
enough that the affliction extends notyetio 
far as hishife; a living man to complain, car 
ries areprehenhionin it ſelf of thecomplant. 
6, Another 
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Another moſt fingular preparation 


ag8iaſt affliction, is « ſteady reſolved RKe- 
of a man's ſelf to the will and gvod + 
fare, 


of Almighty God, and that' upon 
nds of the greateſt reaſon inlaginable. 
L. Ir is a moſt Sovertign Will ; for his 
will muſt be done whether we will or not : 


' therefore it is the higheſt piece of folly ima-. 


ginable to conteſt with him, that will nor, 
cannot, may not be controlled. Ir is true 
we bave commiſton to pray to him, to . 
deliver us from evil, Hut when we have 
ſo done, we muſt withal defire that His 
Will may be done; this pattern the Son of 
peer rag us, Matth. 26.29. Father, 
it be poſſueble, let this cup paſi from me, 

ls wy will but thy will bs 97 Willizly 
therefore ſubmit to that will which whe- 
ther thou wilt .or no, thou muſt, thon 
ſhalt endure: for his will is the moſt ſove- 
rxign Will, the will of the abſolute Mo- 
narch of Heaven and Farth. 2. As it is 
the noſt ſovereign. will, ſs it is the moſt 
Wiſe Will ; what he wills he wills not fim- 
ply pro imperio,but his will is founded vu 

and direfted by a moſt Infinite Wiſdom : 
and fince 'thou canſt not, upon any tole- 
able account, judge thy will wiſer than 
his, it becomes thee to reſolve thy poor, 
narrow, inconfiderate will, into the will 
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thee thy that he 
cate his is to that being of 


Slick he freely thee? It-is true, ie 
AP aot ſee the reaſon, the 


the uſe of his Diſpenſations, yet be 
content with an Implicit Submiſſion to re- 


Wee halle beſt forthe, though thou 
et canſt not underſtand what it means 
I f he hath given thee an Heart to 
up thy will unto bis, be confident he 
never miſſead thee, nor give thee. cauſe 
to repent of eruſting him. It was a noble 
pitch of a Heathen's mind, namely, Epife 
##9,Enchirid. cap. 78. In quovis inc os 
optanda ſunt ; Duc me, ” #er, 
tum, 00 quo ſum #4 vobis fin 4t ws; ſequar 
enim alacriter: gone ſs nolwero, & improbuy 
er0 & ſequar nibilowinss. Whith may be 
thus Com Engliſbed: «In every 
< this ought to be our Prayer ; Guide mgO 
«God, and thou Divine Providence as 
in cording to thine own ,appointment z-1 
« will with chearfulneſs follow :' which, 
* ;f I ſhall decline to do, _—— 
<« qduati 


ia refer att whole will alone gave. 
communi. 


thy ſelf up to his diſpoſal, apd reſt 
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art ſet above the love of the World, and 
fear of aflitions, becauſe thou haſt 
aſſurance of a greater Treaſure than 
this World can give or take away; '« 
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fifal God hath cogaged his promiſe ro 
ws ſuppore 
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and improve thee 


ſupport thee here under themy/to- better” js 
them p to/carry thee 
through them by his all-ſufficiear Grace 
and Mercy : Theſtrokesthou receiveſtare 


either managed anddiredted, or at leaſt pou | 


verned and ordered. by him that is thy Ta 


ther, and that jn very love 
Fain 119-75 and faithfulneſs doth corre@ 
thee; that hath a heart of compaſſion and 
love to thee, even when he. ſeems in his 
Providences to frown upon thee; that while 
thou art under them, willmake them 
togetHer for thy good, and that will neyer 
take from thee thoſe Everlaſting Merciey 
which are thy portion ; that hath-all-thy 
afflictions, croſles, troubles, whatever the 
are or may be, under the infalliblecond 
of hisown Wiſdom and Power 3» And that 
as on the one fide he will never ſuffer thee 
to be afflicted beyond what 
he gives thee grace: to beat 


I Cor. IO. I'3+ 


and improve, fo on the other hand will 


ſo manage, order and govern thy ligtit af 
flictions, which are here but for a moment, 
that in the end they ſhall be 
a means to bring thee a fr 
more exceeding- and eternal Weight & 
Glory, If thereforethou would@ beſ, 
armed againſtafflitions, and prepared wi 
caſe and comfort to bear them; chis one 


thing 


2 Cor. 4. 17» 
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ſary is ſufficientto render-thee 
and to fit thee alſo.with all thoſe 
is helps before mentioned, 
will arily follow upan this 


4Þ. Secondly, I come to the ſecond.ge- - 
geral, namely, How AfftiGions Incumbent 
a'us are to be received, entertained and 
oved ; and this will be in a great mea- 
ſupplied by what hath been before 
touching our preparation of heart be- 
they come; for amind ſo prepared and 
habituated, will be ſufficiently qualified to 
receive and. entertain them as becomes-a 
od man and-a good Chriſtian. - Never: ; 
els ſome thing [ ſhall ſubjoyn in order q 
wthe bearing and improving of atlich IJ 
ile they are Incumbent upon, us3 and 
aretheſe: ' " 4 7 
1, It becomes a man,under afflitions in 
the firſt place to have a very diligent, fre- 
queat, attentive and right confederation 
wncerning Almighty God, that he- is a 
God of infinite Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice; 
Mercy and Goodneſs : That he. hates nos 
iy thing that he hath made, but hath a 
geat-love and beneficence to all his Crea+ 
tures ; that he.defigns their good and be- 
nefit, evenin thoſe diſpenſations that ſeem 
moſt ſharp and ſevere; that if he had not 
” A 
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- he 
never have done fo much for them 
hath done: that whiles he exerciſeth 


Qions : and that he equa 
love and care of a Father in his 
as (well as) in bis more pleafing admin 
ons. oY 

2. And farther, that affiiFions riſe not 
out of the duſt, but «re ſent \ednng 
by the wiſe diſpoſition and 
Almighty God; it is his No 
ſends them, that meaſures orther "_ 
weight, continnencez and that th 
always, as commiffionated by him, 4 
= the condu@t of his Power, Wikdea 
a s, and never exceed the 
29d | ra Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs; if he bids them. go, they go; if he 
bids them return, they return; i he com- 
mands the moſt tumultuous and rempe+ 
ſtuous ſtorms of afflitions, peace, be (till, 
there will be a calm : as mankind is never 
out of the reach of his power to afflit and 
corre&, ſo it is never out of the reach of 
his power torelieye and recover. | 
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2. That 
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ES 
t a5 no-man an. exemption 
44 aflictions, ſo it is moſt evidenr that 
the beſt of men are with them, 
it is but need the 3 ſhould; for where one 
Bebe Gorſe by, atlictions, a thouſand 
=Z nr at Ns rs 1 _ 
noe them the | 

hat knows our ans mr 

er atone doch for the moſt partin v 
eſs affli@ us, The exteſles of che 
e Counſels have ever in them a com- 
of excellent cads, even in affli- 
themſelves: they are adts of Juſtice 
nn to puniſh, and of Mercy to pre- 
year diſtempers and to heal them z and 
this is that lot which our Bleſſed Lord be- 
queathed unto his own People, Inthe world 
'jefball bave tribulation, Joh. 16. 33. ſothat 
agood man may have as great cauſe to ſu- 
his own integrity io the abſence of 
, as in the ſuffering under them. . 
4- That all the Divine Diſpenſations of 
comforts or crofles are fo far beneficial or 
hurtful as they are received and _wſed + Com- 
forts, if they make us than ſober, 


fiiehfal,, they became bleſſings; *if wa 

make us proud, inſolent, ſecure, forget 

they become judgments: AWictions, if 

they are received with humility, patience, 

repentance and returning to God, _— 2 
c 


ha © | | "_- 


bleſingsz if they are with mur. 
muring, Boe _ iblengſs; > gt 
become jud and a er x 
greater ſeverity. "Ky ..*,, («1 

5. The conſequences of all theſe Conf 
derations*do evideytly lead us unto "theſe 
Duties, when- -ever we are ander the preſſen 
of AﬀiiFion 

1. Toreceive it with all Humility, 
reached out unto us. from the hand, gr 
Permiſhbon at leaſt,of Almighty God. There 
were a ſort of Philoſophers os thought 
it a virtue to put on a reſolved contempt 
of all croſſes and afflitions; not to'be 
moved at all with them, but to bear them 
with a ſtout apathy: this is not that tems 
per that becomes a Chriſtian ; it is all one, 
as if a Child ſhould reſolve to receive the 
correQtons | of his Father ] with a ſtubborn 
reſolution not to care for them, or to be 
aticted with them: ſuch a ſtubboraneſs 
under affliction renders 13 unuſeful ro-its 
eod, and-commonly provokes the great 
Lord and Father of Spirits totally to rejet 
ſuch a mind, or to maſter it with ſharper 
aad ſeverer and multiplied afflictions,* till 
1t yield, and till that uncircumciſed Heart 
be humbled and accept of the puniſhment 

of irs iniquity, Lev. 26.41. 


2. To@ receive it with Patience _ 
u 
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282 Of Aﬀilioni, 465 
bjeQtion of thind;z and without either 
waceſting with Almighty God, charging 


Is Providence with erronr or injuſti 
ſwelling and ſtorming againſt the a 
ion, or the Divine Diſpenſation that 
Js it : This bath two fingular benefits 
bt, it renders the affliftion it ſelf rhore 
tie and tolerable; ſecondly, it is one of 
| pare ways to ſhorten or abate it: 

or as yielding and humble ſubmiſltioa 
tothe hand of God, ſo patience and ſub- 
niſſion of Will to the Divine diſpenſation, 
we two of the great ends and buſineſs of 
afflition, which when attained by it, it 
hath performed a great part of its errand 
for which it was ſent. 

3. To return unto God that affliteth of 
pereicteth it: Affliction miſſeth its end and 
oe when it drives a tnan from his God, 
fither toevil or unlawful means, or to ſbifc 
md hide himſelf, or keep at a diſtance from 
him; and as it loſeth its end ſo it is con- 
trary to its natural effe@, at leaſt where 
it meets with a nature of any underſtand- 
ing or ingenuity. 7 their affiiFion they will 
feeh me early, Hoſ. 5. 15. God Almighty 
ends affliions like meſſengers to call home 
wandring Souls; and if a mand will nel 


way, get farther off, and eſtrange himſel 
tore front him that ſtrikes Kim, He wil 
, A a either 
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either ſcnd more importunate 


afflictions of a greater magnitude, tc 
and fetch him, as want m., famine did 
young Prodigal in the Goſpel; or, wh 


s far worſe, let him go- without fart! 
ſeeking him : Whereas the'man that by & $. © 


flition, as it were at the firſt call, | 
home to God, or gets nearer to bim, 
the moſt part prevents feverer moni 
and readers his ſuffering more ſhort, org 
leaſt more ecafie, by vg near to God 
the fountain of peace and deliverance, 

And if the affliction befalls fuch a 
that hath not eſtra himſelf from A. 
mighty God, nor departed from him i 
an uw offences or back(lidings, yet 
aff ion is not without its end or ule, even 
toſuch a man. Thou haſt walked cloſdy 
in the duties towards God, haſt depe- 
ded upon him, approved thy ſelf in by 
fightz yet is it not poſlible that thy 
faith, induſtry, obedience,dependence 
be more, more conſtant, more firm ? 
it may be, as ſure it may be, then though 
afflition ſolicit not thy return to him fron 
whom thou haſt not departed, yet it 6 
licits thy improvement. 

4- To Pray wnto God: and this is the 
moſt natural effe& of affliction, eſpecially 
if it be ſevere and eminent. ID the OY 
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Of Aﬀtilion,, 
Sailers call eyery one upon his God 
nd the reaſon is, becauſe arfach a ſeaſon, 
an's own ſhifts, the help and advice 
md aſhſtance of friends, and other hu- 
ze confidence appear too weak and in- 
aetual ; and therefore the man is driven 
4othat which indeed is the annum magnum ; 


wr iavocation of Almighty God, for 
vfgn 
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ſupport and comfort. It is therefore 

of a deſperate mind that will not 
wme unto God in prayer, at leaſt when 
aMiftions,orind him. And although a 
man be ndt of the number of thoſe that 
teſtrain prayer before God, yet afflictions 
maturally will make the prayer of ſuch a 
man more earneſt, fervent, conſtants it 
ſets an edge and adds life to the prayers of 
a praying man, 

5- To Depend and Truſt upon God, both 
for ſupport under,& ſcaſonable deliverance 
hom affiQions, Keep thy recumbence up- 
on his goodneſs and mercy, even under 
the blackeſt night of affitions: Thowgh 
be kill me, get will 1 raf in him ; Job 13. 
15. and with David(Pſal.23.4.:)eveninthe 
valley of the ſhadow of death to reſt upon 
his Rod and hisStaff: And though it be- 
comes the beſt of men to have a _ 
and a ſoft ſpirit under the affliting han 
of God, yet be careful to bear up thy ſelf 

Aa2 pader 
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under the Power. and goodneſs' of God 
from fainting and deſpondence.. 

6. To be Thank ful unto God under af 
flition, and that upon very great and im- 
portant motives: 1. Thankful that th 
are no worſe or greater : Thou haſt loſſes, 
but yet haſt thou loſt all at once ? Job did; 
or if thou haſt loſt all externals, yet haſt 
thou not ſomething thou valueſt morethan 
all, namely, innocence, peace with God 
and thy own Conſcience ?. 2. Thankful 
that God Almighty rather ch ſerh to af- 
flict thee, than to forſake thee. ' As long 
as Almighty God is pleaſed to afflit thee 
it is plain thou art under his diſcipline, his 
care; no man's condition is deſperate fo 
long as the Phyſician continues his admi- 
niſtration; nor is any man wholly forſaken 
of God, nor paſt his care, fo long as he 
is under affliction: for itis a medicine that 
without thy own defauile will either reco- 
ver orbetter thee. 2. Thankful that God 
hath beenpleaſed to Iiſcover ſo much of his 
miad and deſign and affections towards 
mankind in his Word as to aflure us that 
the meaſure of his love towards, or dif 
pleaſure againſt the children of men, is 
not to be taken by external proſperity or 
adverſity; But on the contrary, to bear up 
our Souls under the preſſures of aftlictions, 

allures 
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affures us that they are the effefts for the 
moſt part of his fatherly love and care 
rather than of his. heavy diſpleaſure; 
that they may indeed ſometimes be ſym- 
ptoms of his anger, but not of his hatred ; 
they may be for correGions, but not for 
confuſion: he may correct thoſe, whom 
yet he accounts his Children and reſolves 
to ſave. 

7. To put us upon a due ſearch and 
Examination of our Hearts and Ways. Cer- 
tainly there is not the beſt man living, 
but upon a ſtrict and impartial ſearch of 
himſelf may find fewel for affliction ; de- 
merit enough to deſerve it ; ſomewhat amiſs 
that requires amendment;ſome corruptions 
owing into exorbitancyz ſome errours, 

at ſtand in need of Phylick to cleanſe 
them ; ſome budding diſorders, that ſtand 
in need of a medicine to prevent them. It 
the great buſineſs of affliction, the great 
meſſage that it brings from God to man, 
1s toſearch out and ſee what is amiſs, what 
udefetive; and to ranſack our Souls and 
Hearts and Lives, and ſearch whether there 
benot ſomething offenſive to God. 

8. To put a man to a doxble Duty upon 
this ſearch; namely, if upon an impartial 
ſcrutiny,” thou find thy Conſcience clear 
from'great and waſting Sins, humbly bleſs 

Aa 3 God 


: Ws KR 
4.4 : 


F q. 353% Of Aſfliflions. Gy 
God for bis grace, that hathpreſerved thes 
from the great tranſ; 3 but yet hum- 
ble thy ſelf for thy fins of daily incurfi 
for thy fins of omiſſion, for thy coldnek. 
in thy devotions, for thy want of vigilance 


over thy paſlions, for thy negle&t of in 


portunities of doing good. As thou 
matter of thankfulneſs, for eſcapiog t 
greater and waſting fins, which other 
commit z yet thou haſt matter of Humi- 


an 
liation and Repentance, for thoſe fins that b3 
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are of a leſſer magnitude, whereunto thy 
daily inadvertence and humane fraj 
renders thee liable, and to ſet a ſtrider 
watch upon thy ſelf even in reference to 
theſe. Again, on the other (ide, if upon 
ſearch, thou find thy (elf guilty of any 
pau fin, which hath not been repented 
or, thy afflition brings likewiſe a double 
weſſageunto.thee: Firlt, a meſſage of Hu- 
miliation and Repentance for thy great 
tranſgreſſion; and turning to God, with 
a perfeCt reſolution of amendment : anda 
meſſage of Gratitude and Thankfulneſs to 
God, that hath ſeat this meſſenger of af- 
fliction to awaken thee to repentance and 
amendment; and hath given thee an aſ- 
ſurance of pardon and forgiveneſs upon thy 
xepentance and amendment, through the 
» all-ſufficient Sacrifice of Chriſt Jeſus, $0 
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that whatſoever perſon affliftion meets 
with, it brings with it a uſcful and profi- 
ible meſiage from Heaven : If it meet 
ith a perſon under the guilt of ſome great 


ulneſs: if it meet witha good man, 

man as Fob, who had the witneſs of 
God in himſelt, that he was a perfe&t man 
and an upright, yet it brings him alſo a 
meſlage of the like nature, a meſſage of 


I epented fin, it brings him an errand of 
iliation, Repentance, Amendment and 
akfi 
a 


| Gratitude to that God, that hath preſerved 


of Humiliation and Repentance for his 

en failivgs and offences; a meſſage of 

advice to proceed with greater Vigilance, 

and to a farther degree of Chriſtian Per- 
&Qioa in the whole courſe of his life. 

9. To wean a man from the love of the 
World, and to carry up the thoughts and 
bopes and defires to that Countrey where- 
unto weare appointed. If all things went 
well even with good men in this life, they 
would be building of Tabernacles here, 
- and ſet up their reſt and hopes on this 
fide Fordax, as the Rewbenites did in the 
Countrey of Baſhan, when they found it 
rich and fruitful. God Almighty there- 
fore in mercy makes this World unpleafing 
to good men by affliction, that they may 
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ſet the leſs value upon it, and fix thay LY 
that Y-in 


hopes and defires and endeavours for 
City which is above. 


This is the voice of 'the Rod and of 


Him that hath appointed it, which ea 


wiſe man ought to hear and"anſwer wi 


all Obedience, Submiſſion and thankfab 


neſs; And when affliction hath wrought, 
this effeQ, its buſineſs is in a great mea+ 
ſure ended; and for the moſt part it is 
thereupon eaſed or removed. 

Above all the Temptations that ' befall 
Good men in Afitions, this commonly is 
that which doth moſt greatly prevail, and 
doth them the moſt hurt, namely, when 
upon a diligent ſearch they find their Cons 
ſciencesclear from any rent offences, they 
are too apt to magnihe their own Iate- 
grity, toexpoſtulate the reaſonableneſs and 
Juſtice of the divine dealing with them, to 
complain of hard uſage from him. This 
was Job's fault, and 1s too apt to be the 
faulr of good men, though neither equal 
to him in their perfefions or afflitions : 
which courſe nevertheleſs is, 1. Very Un- 
juſt and Unreaſonable; for the beſt of men 
have Sins enough to juſtifie the Juſtice of 
God in his ſevereſt degling with them ; and 
Corruptions enough to grow into greater 
enormities, which although they percharice 
| Hy ſeo 
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tre not, yet the all-knowipg God ſees, and 
in. mercy and with wiſdom prevents, by 


the corrofives and catharticks of afflition: 
mnſomuch that even that good man, when. 
Almighty God opened his ear todiſcipline,. 
faw and acknowledged, and therefore ab- 
torred himſelf in duſt and aſhes, 2. As 
it is extreamly_unjuſt, ſo it is extreamly 
Fooliſh and vain : For as it is nat the wa 
to remove the affliction, ſo when God 1s 


- pleaſed to remove it in mercy and com- 
| —_ it makes a man juſtly aſhamed gpen 


is deliverance, of that folly and p 


.neſs that he ſhewed under his affliction 


againſt Almighty Gqd, who even then 
had thoughts of mercy and deliyerance for 
him. And this very Conlideration had 
been enough to have madeFob'sdeliverance 
yet full of trouble and ſhame, for his fro- 
wardneſs in his affliction, unleſs the gra- 
cious God in a ſtrange condeſcenſion: of 
goodneſs and gentleneſs had prevented it, 
by giving ſo great a ſuffrage uato his id- 
tegrity, and covering the errours and paſ- 
fionate excurſions of his affliction, as a 
Father doth the errours and follies of his 
Child, by an indulgent commehdation: 
Te have not ſppken of me the thing that is 
right, as my ſervant Job, Job 42. 7. 

And thus far of thecarriage that becomes 
| us 
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us to have underafflition, and our duc im- 
provement of it, to the ends for which Al- 
mighty God ſends it: by which Almighty 
God receives the Hanour of his So 

bis Juſtice, his Goodneſs, his Wiſdom, his 
wr ; and man receives the Benefit of Pre- 
vention from fin, Deliverance out of it, Im- 
provement of his Graces, PerfeQing of his 
Soul, and Advancement of his Glory , 
through the Mercy of God, and his BI 
upon this bitter cup, the cup of affliction. 

11Þ 1 come to the third General Con 
ration, ee; cen temperand diſpoſition 
of mind that es us to have upon and 
«fter Deliverance from afflitions. 

1. Upon our Deliverance from affli- 
Qions, we ought in a ſpecial and folema 
manner tb return our Humble and Hea 
Thanks to Almighty God; toacknowledge 
him to be the Author of it; toretura unto 
him our humble and ſerious Praiſes, that 
he hath been pleaſed to anſwer our Prayer, 
and hath given us a plain teſtimony that 
he hath a regard tous: this is the Tribute 
that he expeQs moſt juſtly from us. As 
he ina ſpecial manner requires our Prayers 
unto him, when we are under affliction, 
ſo he requires that we ſhould take notice 
of the Returns of Prayers, and to pay 
him the tribute of Praiſe upon our deli- 
YErance. 
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_verance. Call wpor me in the day of 
and I will deliver thee, and thou fbalt glori- 
fie me, Pſal. 50. 15. The truth is, when we 
are under extremities, we are calily per- 
> ſwaded to call to God fer deliverance; the 
very natural preſſure of afflitions drives us 
to him, we not whither elſe to fly : 
But as ſoon as the Rod is gone, weare dull 
and backward ia returning Glory to God z 
and we are moſt apt to take notice of the 
Means that immediately weat before: If ' 
we or any of our relations are delivered | 
from Sickneſs, we have it preſently upon | 
our tongues ends, that we had a careful 
or skilfal Phyſician, a ſtrong conſtitution, 
favourable weather, ſome lucky accident | 
that happened unto us; and the like we ! 
are apt to do upon other deliverance: and 
rarely, or at leaſt not with that Gacerity, 
acknowledge the mercy of God, and the 
hand of God to be that which raiſed us up. 
It is true, Means are not to be neglected ; 
it is a preſuraption and tempting of God; 
but itis the Providence of God that gives us 
means; and the Bleſſing of God that makes 
them ſucceſsful, that ſometimes blefleth 
poor and weak and nalikely means to pro- 
, duce defired effects; ſometimes maketh 
thoſe very things we call accidents, that 
ſeem to import the yery deſtruſtion of a 
man, 
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man, to be the means of his recovery, and 
ſometimes brings about the cffe&' without 
any viſible means. We-are'no leſs to ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs and Influence, 
when we ſeem to bt delivered by Means, 
than if we were delivered by Miracle. ” It 
is true, we are apt to faſten our thoughts 
and reaſons upon means, becauſe we ſee 
them : but if our Eyes could beſo opened 
as the Propher's ſervant's were, 
when he ſaw the Chariots of 
fire in the Mountain, we ſhould fee ano- 
ther kind of regiment and government and 
ordering and diſpofing of things than now 
we (ce, Many, if not moſt, of thoſe fignal 
deliverances that a Manor a Nation hath, 
are wrought not ſo much'by the efficacy of 
Means, as by a ſecret inviſible Hand of 
Providential Government which we ſce 
not. If therefore thou art delivered 
from any great diſtreſs of any kind; in fuch 
a manner that thou canſt not attribute it 
to Means, or poſhbly above or beyond 
means, the Hand of thy deliverer is more 
fignal and conſpicuous; plorifie his Mercy 
and Goodneſs: And ifthou doſt obtain thy 
deliverance by Means, yer'ſtill glorify his 
Mercy and Goodneſs; for it is his Provi- 
dence that ſends Means, his Power and 
Goodneſs that bleſſeth it to its deſired ſuc- 


cels: 
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.\ ceſs: the Efficiency and Energy 0f the Prin- 
«cipal Cauſe is-that which gives efficacy to 
the Means and makes it effeCtual. 

2. Endeavour to expreſs thy Thankful- 
nels by a fiacere and faithful -Obedience'to 
the Will of that God, that hath- thus de- 
livered thee.. A true and hearty Thankful- 
neſs of mind will not content it (elf with 
bare Verbal praiſes and acknowledgmeats,. 
but will ſtudy and endeavour to find out 
and do all that may be well-pleafing and 
delightful and acceptable to his great Be- 
nefactor : and wherever the Heart is truly 
affected with the ſenſe of the Favour,Good- 
neſs, and Love of God, and that the Deli- 
verance it hath had, it hath had from his 
hand, it will think nothing too much to be 
done, that may be well pleaſing to him. 
Great acclamations and Verbal praiſes and 
acknowledgements without an Honeſt and 
Sincere Endeavour to pleaſe and obey him, 
are but a piece of mockery and hypocritical 
complement; and a meer fruſtration and 
diſappointment of Almighty God, in the 
end and deſign of his mercy to us; which 
is, to make us really better, more dutiful, 
more capable of greater and everlaſting - 
mercies; to make us better Examples to 
others, who may thereby be invited to 


follow us in piety and goodneſs. A man tha . 
hatl 
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hath received and fignal Mercies and . 
deliverances, a great and cffica- 
cious Example, and of much good, or 
much evil, according as he carries himſelf 
after eminerit mercics received : If he be. 
come more Pious, Virtuous, Juſt, Sober than 
before, he becomes a forcible motive and 
Enco tn to qr. 
in, if he either remain or degenerate 
ins Impiety, Vanity, or Vice, he diſcou- 
rageth Goodneſs, and becomes a great 
ation to others to be like him. 

3. Take heed left after great Deliverance, 
thy heart be lifted up into preſumption upon 
God, Pride and Vain-glory, and a conceit 
of thy Own Goodneſsand Worth. This is 
the common Temptation that grows upon 
much mercy received; and therefore the 
wiſe Law-giver did very frequently caution 
the people of Iſrael againſt this, Dewt. 9. 4.- 
Speck not in thy heart after the Lord thyGod 
hath caſt them out, ſaying, For my righteouſ- 
nefi the Lord hath brought me to poſſeſs this 
land, &c, Let thy afflitions fad thee 
Humble, and let thy afflitions make thee 
more Humble ; but let thy Deliverance yet 
increaſe thy Humility:zthe more Mercy God 
ſhews to thee,the more Humbleever let thy 
Heart be,upon a double account: 1.ThyDe- 
liverances do or ſhould make thee know 

Almighty 
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| God the more 3and the more thou 
*koowelt him, the more Humble it ſhould 
"make thee: Job 42.5. I have heard of thee by 
' the hearing ofthe ear;but now mine ezes have 


ſeen thee : mberefore I abbor wy ſelf is 


and afber. 2. Thou haſk need to dou 


'thy guards of Humility, becauſe upon great 


_ deliverance thou muſt expe that the tem- 


ptation and aſſaults of Prideand Vain-glory 
will be moſt buſie with thee: And if in all 
thy Preparations for afflitions thou baſt 
ſtudied Humilityzifuader all thy afflitions 
thou haſt improvedthybumility;yetifnow, 
upon thy deliverance, thou art loſt in Pride 
and Vain-glory,thou haſt loſt all the bevefic 
both of thy Preparations, and of thy AfMi- 
Qions, andof thy Deliverance alſo : thou 
art like an unhappy Ship that hath en- 
dured the Sea, - born the Storm, and 
yet finks when ſhe is come imo the Harbour, 
4. And upon the ſame account be YVigi- 
lant and Watchful, It is true, thou haſt 
weathered a great Storm, out of which 
by the mercy of God thou art delivered ; 
but (till be upon thy guard, thou knoweſt 
hot how ſoon thou ſhalt meet with another; 
take heed it ſurprize thee not unprovided. 
Though thou haſt endured, it may be,al 
and dark ſtorm of affiition, and God h; 
mercifully delivered thee z yet thou haſt ao 
pro- 
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promiſe from Almighty Ood that thou 
- meet with no more. Theſe fbyee 
05 ſhould keep theeWatcehful and Vigilarit, 


at aflictions: 1; Thou art thereby bi 
frted and prepared to receive it; ifs 
it ſhall not ſurprize thee unaware not fi 
thee ſleeping. 2. Moſt certainly,if any thin 
be a more liket y means, as to preſerveth 
| under, ſo from afflition, it 1s a prepare 
watchful, vigilant mind: for, if I may 
ſpeak,afflitions have no great buſineſs with 
ſacha man; for, he is already in that poſtu 
and frame of Heart,that affliction is ordin! 
rily ſent to give a man. 3. Thereis nothing 


rity and Unpreparedneſs of mind: And that, 
Firſt, in reſpe&@ of the Goodaefs, : 
and Juſtice of God, who, though witk 
moſt unblameable Juſtice, yetwith ſingular 
Mercy, is very likely to ſend affliction to 
awaken him and amend him, and to recal 
him from that tendency to Apoſtaſte, that 


ly, in reſpe& of the Malice and Vigilancy of 
the great Enemy of mankind ; who, as 
he never wants malice, ſo he often gets a 


under this diſadvantage of Unpreparednefs 
and Security. 
s. Be 


notwithſtanding great deliverance from. 


more likely to procure afflitton than Secy-; 


ſecurity is apt to bring upon him. Second» 


permiſton to worry a man” whom he hath + 
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T IC have a quick and livel appre- 
SHheafion of it; and accordingly their affe- 
Rions of Thaokfulneſs, and praftices 'and 
Þ of Obedience are lively and dili- 
ene: but in proceſs of time, and as the 
wan is further diſtant f;om his deliverance, 
fothe memory of it doth gradually,aad poſ- 
oy ſuddenly, vaniſh and decay: and as 
remembrance of the deliverance decays 
and grows weaker and weaker, ſo do theſe 
ions or diſpoſitions of the Soul that 

are before mentioned : The Thankfulneſs 
1 faint; and ſo doth the Obedience, 
'| and ſo doth the Humility, and ſo doth the 
Watchfulneſs: and as the water that hath 
| been heated, being removed from the fire, 
y_ by degrees colder and colder, till at 

' ſt it comes to its old coldneſs that it 
firſt had 3 ſo in a little time the Affliction 

| hep hs and the Deliverance is forgor, 
and the man is grown into the very ſame 
ſtate, as if he had never felt either, and 
pollibly worſe. Therefore keep Deliveran- 
ces and Afﬀfiitions too, freſh in thy me- 
z call thy ſelf frequently ro Account 
for z uſe ſome ient that may fre- 
quently remind thee of them with all their 
Bb Circaa- 


of mind 4nd £9..yp0n 

| par thy py gn 
Deliverances frg{hly given tothee.Caſt 
thy (elf, bow if were now, ay ficlh 
thee asthey were then, with what tic 
diſpoſitions of Sou] thou 
them ; and reaſon thy ſelf jnte.1 
temper and habitude of thankfulae '» 
then thou badſt. By this k the 
wory of theſe Aﬀtlictions yore | 
rances. freſh- under all 'its Cs 
thou wilt kf raakh and in the{ame« 
a5 thy remembranes of them, xeyive 
excite and preſerve and keep alive. 

aick and ative, Nagy my nts 

Humility, the 
ſame Vigilance, that __ vr 
theſe Deliverances wrought in thee, " 
they were freſh with thee or u 
The vigorous perpetuating. © 
be of them, will be oO 
means to _—_— the due fruit 'of they 
za their lite, vigour and intcation. W. 
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TIMES. 


| HE firſt expedient is to Exped# thew 
£ before they come: The very ſtate of 
| the World is Uncertain and Un- 
* ſtable, and for the moſt part Stor- 
ay and Troubleſome: If there be ſome 
intervals of Tranquillity and Seda 
they are commonly attended with 
ods of uaquietneſs and trouble: and 
greateſt impreſiions are then'made by 
them, whenthey ſurprize us, and come un+ 
expected. Whenthe mind is prepared for 
them by a kind of Anticipation, it abates 
the , and keeaneſs, and ſharpneſs of 
them. By this means a man, i0agreat mea- 
_ knows the worſt 'of _ before he 

them, which renders the very Incum- 
Bb 2 "* bence 
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372 4 good Method to entertain Te 
bence of them nor ſo ſmart and troubleſome YY.. 
toſenſe, asotherwiſe they would be. This { # 
Pre-apprehenſion and Anticipation of troy- 
bles and difficulties is the-mother of pre- 
vention, where it is poſſible ; and whereit 
is not, yet it is the mother of Patience and 
Reſolution "when they come. Bilney the 
Martyr, was wont before he ſuffered, to' 
put his Finger in the Candle, 'to habity- 
ate himſelf to a patient undergoing of his 
future Martyrdom; by this means, he ina 
great meaſure knew the worſt of it, and 
armed himſelf withReſolution and Patience 
to bear it. Men are too apt to feed their 
fancies with the Anticipation of what they 
hope for and wiſh in this World, and to 
poſſeſs it inimagination, beforethey attain- 
It in fruition; and this makes men Yais: 
but if they would- have the patience ſome 
times to anticipate what | have juſt 
cauſe to fear, and to put themſelves unders 
Pre-apprehenſion of it, in relation to croſles 
and troubles; it would make them Fi 
and teach them a leſſon of Patience and 
deration, before they have occaſion to ne ha 
itz ſo that they need not then begin to | ®' 
learn it when the preſent and incumbent 'f 
Preſſure renders the leſſon more difficult. j ,* 
This was the Method ourBleſſed Lord took | ,** 
with his Diſciples, frequently to tellthem } ,® 
bcfore- 
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ſfore-hand what they muſt expett in the 

Tworld, 2776. 10. and in divers other pla, 
, telling them, they muſt expe@ in this 


on 


= the worſt oftemporal evils, that they 


phe thereby be prepared\ to entertain, 
them with Reſolution and Patience, and 
might habituate their minds for their recep. 
tiog. | 


*2, The ſecondexpedient is, that we uſe 
alldiligence to gain ſuch 4 Treaſure as lies 
thove the reach of the Storms of this world ; 
infdom that cannot beſhaken; namely, 
oar Peace with God in Chriſt, the Pardon 
of our Sins, and a well-grounded Hope, 
ad aſſurance of Eternal Life. Theſe be 
__—_ that lie out of Gun-ſhot, and will 
er the greateſt troubles that can befal 
this lower world, or us in it, not only to- 
lkrable, but ſmall and iaconſiderable, when 
in the midſt of all the concuflions of rhis 
world, in the midſt of Lofles of Goods or 
Eſtate, in the midſt of Storms, and Confuli- 
ns, and diſaſters, and Calamities, a man can 
have ſuch deep and ſettled Conſiderations 
as theſe: *Thowgh I can ſee nothing but Con» 
* fuſſons, and little hopes of their amend- 
*went, yet I have that which is ont of the 
"reach of all theſe; that which is infinitely 
* wore valuable to me, than all the beſt the 
World can give; that which I can pleaſe 
Bb 3 aud 
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* and. corefort w Je is notwithſtanding 
v ll theſe wor iſtrations 
* namely, the Aſſurance of my Peace with} 
* the great God of Heaven and Earth. Th | 
* worſt that I can ſuffer by theſe diſco $i 
© poſurer, and the moſt I car 7” ' 
© theme, is but Death; and that will not ow # #6; 
* ly put a period to the things I ſuffer, 7 
* can fear in this life, but will let me i 
F the anal poſſeſſion of my hopes, even 
* 2 ftate of glory and happineſs 4s Can 
© be ended, nor ſhaken. Sacha Hope, 
ſuch an Afſurance as this, will keep the { 
above water, and in a ſtate of Peace 
Tranquillity in all the Tempeſts and 
wracks that can befal either this inferi 
World, or any perſon init. 4.4% 
3. The third Expedient is this, thats 
man be Reſolvedly conſtant to keep a gai | 
Conſcience, both before the approach 
Troubles, and under ther. It is moſes 
tainly true, that the very Sting and Venam' 
of all Croſſes and Troubles, is Sin, 4. 
Conſciouſneſs of the guilt of it. - This 
that which gives Troublesand Crofles, 
Calamities their vigor, force, and ſharpnek 
it isthe Elixir, the very Life of them, why 
a man ſhall be under extream outward 
mities, loſs of Goods, loſs of Liberty, lo 
pf Country, all outward hopesfailiog, at 


have theit'p 
if 


7e, fe&tion of Ma- 
a mab, in c<h& midſt of all 
Ges, hath a 


ood i t 

ti6uft tr Tranquiliry of External 
it tenet Ae Louie Le e Quietneſs 0 
The Man, butir is the Mind,” agd thac ſtate 
f6''br diſcotipoſute that the 
dd is par init6 6ccaſiodally fromehegi:a46d 
ice there js nothing in the world that con- 
« Gacerh m6re to the compoſure nd eranquil- 
wy of the "mint, that the Serenity and 
teeſy of the Confcienice; keep but that 
ſafe and unotainted, the mind will cnjoy a 
Calm andTrabquilliry inthe mid(t of all the 
"ſtorms of the world : and alchough the 
- Wayes beat, and the Sex works, and the 
Finds blew, that mind that hath a quiet 
md dedf Confcience within, will be” as 
ſtable _ aft from perturbation, as a 
Rock in rhe wor of a Terpeſtuous Sea, 
and will be' "Goſh to and within it (elf, 
when the'teft ot the world without, and 
round about a man, is" like'an Feypt tor 
| Bb 4' Plaga 4 


or under their any thing or perly 
in the world follicite thee to eaſe or deliv 
thy ſelf by a Breach or Wound of LE n 
ſcience, know, fie are about & oe 

a nd y oft | | 
about to clip that pry we Le 
under God, thy ſtreagth lieth. G 
therefore thou doſt ow orloſe, A 
Jategrity of thy Conſcicace, bath | 
the acceſs of tou es and under them, _] 
is a ewe, ill make thee Rich in t 


midft of Porentga, Wy a Sun © , Wu 4) 
thee Light in t 
Font that will keep me iy in t| 


reateſt danger, and that is ggver to be j 
en, _— thou thy (eIf betray it, ande 


yer "” Y | 
he de _— | 
Pl. that! Dipape Pivom b 
ad Providence, d ath iſþoſe, | ng 
Order all the tings io the world, even 
that ſeer moſt confuſed, ig1 alar, tum 
tuous, and contumacions., 
moſt certain Trat 
Expedicat to ak and ſettle the 
eſpecially of ſuch a man who truly vol 
and fears this great God, even gre he 
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S leaſeth z Wiſdom to dire@& and di 
that Power; ſo he hath infinite G 
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26, Mail y7'r 1. OY; 
B_ Son, but delinivettf} 
ſhell be not with binr alſo f - tnfrtny'y 
things ? __ 8.3 + ab hug Bay ry” 
_ Febher for good to 4 od, Ron, 

8. 38. Ne ere ee | 

Promiſes, my heart my quiet it felf itt 
midſt of all the moſt Rark 4nd 
- gencuſſjonsin the world. Is it beſt fof me 
to 
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ve or relieve. me. On re other fide, do 
L fall inthe ſame common calamity, and fink 
yader it without-apy deliverance from it, 
ax preſervation uader it? His will be done; 
Lam ſure it is fot my good, nay, it is nor 
le it ſhould be orberwiſe: For my 


| very death, the, work ofworldly evils, wil 


be but the tran(miſſion of me into a ſtate of 
Bleſfedneſs,, Reſt, and Immortality z for, 
Bleſſed are they that die in the Lord, they © 
reſt from their labowrs and their works fol- 
low them, Rev. 14. 13- 7” 
6. The npext Expediecat is Preger. T 

ianrone God of Heaven hath given us 4 

and open Accelsto his Throne, there to 


. fe out by Prayer, thoſe Bleſſings and Mer- 


cies which he hath promiſed. Tt is not 
only a Duty that we owe in recognition of - 
the divige Soveraignty 3 a Priviledge of 


greater 


% | 
this means we may be ſureto keve delle. 
rance or preſervation, if uſeful or fit for ns; 
or if not, yetthoſe favours and condeſcen- 
fions from Almighty God, that ate better 
than deliverance it ſelf; , Patience 
and Contentednefs with the Divine Good 
Pleaſure; R tionof our wills to him ; 

t Peace and Tranquillity ofmind ; Evi- 
s and communications of his Love 
and Favour to usz Support under our 
weakneſſes and deſpondencies : and many 
times Almighty God, in theſe Wilderneſſes 
of diſtrattions and confufions, and ſtorms, 
and calamities, whether publick or pri- 
vate, gives out as a return to hearty and 
faithful Prayer, ſuch Revelations of his 
Goodneſs, and Irradiations of his Favour 
and Love, that a man would not 
for all the External Happineſs that this 
world can afford ; and recompenceth the 
loſs and troubles in relation-to Externals, 
with a fargreater meaſure of the Manifeſta- 
tions of his Favour, than ever a man did 
receive in his greateſt confluence of exter- 
nal advantages. Yes, and poflibly, the 
time of external ſtorms and troubles is far | 
more 
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| more ſuſombl for fchreurns of iſ 
humble | 
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bowely 114 hetWorld with freſh Alarms, 
preg cs 4oom wor diſc that Refs, 
Which thou maiſt keep nntoucht within thy 


Bre 

Part -- thoſe whirlwinds,i —_ keep but free 
The Intercourſe betwixt thy God and thee. 

Thy region lies above theſe Storms : and 


know 


Thy thoughts are earthly, and they creep too 
low 


if theſe can reach thee, or acceſs can find, 
To bring or raiſe like Tempeſts in thy Mind, 
But yet in theſe diſorders ſomething lier, 
That'sworth thy notice, out of which theWil 
May trace aud find that Juſt and Powerful 
Hand, 
That ſeereth, but ſurely doth Command 
And Manage theſediſtempers with that rkib, 
That while they ſeem toCroſrthey AGB bieWid. 
Obſerve wy + Silver _— at fteers and 
bends 
The worſt 5 all diſorders, to ſuch Ends 
That ſþe Jaftice Goodneſs,Providence, 
Who IT guides it by bis Influence. 4 
An 
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; and thngh theſe Storms are loud, yet liflen 


f | | 
"There is another meſſage that they tell: 
This World is not t y Conntrey; tisthy Way, 
'- | Too mnch contentment would invite thy ſtay 
| Too long npon thy journey ;, make it ſtrange 
f Unwelcome News, to think upon a Change - 
Whereas this rugged entertainment 
; Th thoughts before thee to thy journeys end; 
Chides thy deſires homeward; tells thee plain, 
e To think of reſting here it is but vain; 
Makes thee to ſet an equal eſtimate 
{ On this uncertain World, and a Ju rate 
On that to come; It bids thee wait and flay, 
, Untill thy Maſter calls, and then with joy 
To entertain it. Such a Change ws this, 
Renders thy Loſs, thy Gain; improves thy 
- BU. . 
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OF THE 


REDEMPTION 


TIME 


How, and why it is to be 


REDeEeeEmMevD. 


Would conſider theſe Partics 
I. What that Time is which we 
to Redeem. 2, What it is to Re» 
deem that Time. 3. How that Time 
is to be Redeemed. 4. Why that Timeis 
thus to be Redeemed. 
_ Thefirſt of theſe, what that Time is, that 
is to be Redeemed. The Philoſophers trou- 
ble themſelves much what Time is, - and 
leave it very difficult but we ſhall not 
need to trouble our ſelves with that in- 
quiry. The Time that is heremeant, ſeems 
to be under this double Relation: Firſt, ia 
relationto ſome Apt _—_— for any thing - 
| c c 


286 KRedeemibe Time. 
be done; and thenitis properly called Op« 
Portunityz which is nothing elſe but the 
co-incidence of ſome circumſtances accom 
modate to ſomeaCion ſuitable toit: asthe 
Time for the Husband-Man to Reap his 
Corn, is when the Corn is ripe, _ the, 
weather ſeaſonable. Iris time for the Smith 
to forge bis Iroa when itis hot, and there- 
fore malleable; and ſo in matters moral : It 
is a time to ſhew mercy when an objeQ of 
miſery occurs, and a power to give relief, 
This, as I take tt, is that which the Greeks 
call zag, or Opportunity. Secondly, Ih 
relation to that continuance of the duration 
of the reaſonable Creature in life, in this 
- world, or the Time of our Life. F 
+ WM. To Redeem Time therefore, is in rela- 
tion to both theſe, vis. 1. Inrelationto. 
Seaſons or G———_— the Redemptian 
of Time in this reſpeR is, 1. Diligentlyto 
watch and obſerve all fitting Seaſons and 
Opportunities of doing all the we 
may, whether in relation to Almighty God, 
his Service and Glory; in relation to 6+ 
thers, in all aCts of Charity and Juſtice; in 
relation to our ſelyes, in improvements 
knowledge, Picty and Vertue, 2. In- 
duſtriouſly tolay hold of all theſe opportus 
nities, and not to letthem (lip, but toapply 
ſuitable ations to ſuitable oppornuires, 
when 
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 Redeemthe Time. 35 
when they occur. 2, Is relation to the 
Times of our Lives; and ſoweare ſaid to 
Redeem our Time; 1. WE coan- 
ſhotly imploy our time, and leave as few 
yacuitics and interſtitia in it without im- 
ploying itz the oppoſite to this is Idleneſs, 
or doing nothing. 2. When we imploy 
our time conſtantly in doing ſomething that 
s anſwerable to the value and uſefulneſs of 
our time. The oppoſites to this, are firſt, 
the finful itmploymeant of our time, which is 
indeed worle than Idleneſs: Or Secondly, 
the vain, and impertinent, and unprofitable 
imployment of our time, as Dowitien did 
in killing of Flyes. , 3. When we imploy our 
time not only in things profitable, bur ig 
fach things as are of greateſt uſe and impor- 
tance: and therefore ſuch imployments as 
are of greateſt importance and concern- 
ment ought to take up the greateſt and 
moſt eonſiderable part of our time; other- 
wiſe we are imprudent and irrational in the 
Improvement or Redemption of our Time. 
And therefore this Redeeming of our Time 
is ordinarily called Husbanding of our time 
in reſemblance of the Husband-mans pro- 
ceeding with his ground. If the Husband- 
man doth not at all Till and «Sow his 
ground, but is idle z of if he takes much 
pics in Tilling of bis ground, and Sowes no- 
Ce 2 thing 


f 


RedePs the Time: 
thingbut Cockle and Darnel, orfachburt- 
ful Seeds; or if he Sowes not that which is 
burtful, but-Sowes light or unprofitable 
Corn; or Sowes that ground with a more 
ignoble and unuſeful Grain, which would 
-with more reaſon and advantage be im- 
ployed to a more noble grain, that would 
yield more profit; or if he Sowes a ſuitable 

ain, but obſerves not his ſcaſon proper 
- it, that man is an ill Husband of his 
ground; And he that with the like negli- 
gence, or imprudence Husbands his time, is 
an ill Husband of his time, and dothnot re- 
deem jt as he is here direQted, But of this 
more 1n the next. 

HI. How Time is to be Redeemed. The 
particular Methods of Husbanding of Time 
under both the former relations, viz. 1n 
relation to opportunity, and in relationto 

. our time of life, ſhall be promiſcuouſly ſet 
down. Now the ations of our livts may 
be diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral kinds, and in 
relation to thoſe ſeveral ations, will the 
tmployments of our times be diverſified, 
I. There are ations Natural, ſuch as art 
Eating, Drinking, Sleep, Motion, Reſt, 
2. Actions Civil; as Proviſion for Familics, 
bearing of publick Offices ia times of Peace 
or War; moderate Recreations and Divet- 
tifements; imployments ia civil Vocations, 
; as 
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riculture, Mechanical Trades, Liberal 
ons. 3. Attions Moral, whether 

telating toour ſelves, as Sobriety, Tempe- 
rance, Moderation, (which though they are 
tather habits than ations, and the aftions 
of them rather conſiſts in Negatives than 
Pofitives, yet I ſtile them-aQions) or rela- 
fog eo others, as aQs of Juſtice, Charity, 
2ompaſſton, Liberality. 4. Or laſtly, Aﬀions 
Relegions, relating to Almighty God, as 
hyocation, Thankſgiving, Inquiring into 
is Works, Will, Obedience to his Law and 
Commands, obſerving the ſolemn ſeaſons 


of his Worſhip and Sorvice, and, which - 


uſt go through and give a tincture to all 
the reſt, a habit of Fear of him, Love to 


him, Humilicy and integrity of heart and - 


faul before him; and in ſum, a habit of Re- 
ligion towards'God in his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 


which is the zzagrnm oportet, the one thing - 
neceſlary, and over-weighsall thereſt upon + 


this account : '1. In reſpe& of the excel . 


my and (overaigaty of the Obje&t, Al- 
mighty God to whom we' owe our Being, 
and the ſtrength and flower of our Souls, 
2, In reſpe&t of the nobleneſs of the end 
thereby and therein to be attainedz-for 
whereas all the reſt ſerve only to the Mert- 
dian of this life, the latter hath a proſpe& 
its an Eternal life. 3. In reſpet of 'the 

Cc 3 noble- 


before-mentioned relations, and advancerh 
and improveth, and ennobleth them. It 
would. be too long to profecute the me. 
thods of Redeeming the Time inthe parti- 
cular relations to all theſe ations in this 
ſheet of paper; therefore in this purſuit of 
the manner of Redeeming the Time, I ſhall 
ſet down oaly theſe generals. 

1. Weare toxegle# no opportunity that 
occurs todo good; but 1. To watch af 
opportunities,that offer themſclyes in order 
thereunto. 2. To ſeek for them, if they 
offer not themſelves. 3. To ſe them, and 
not to let them lip. 

2. Intheco-incidence of opportunities of 
ſeveral kinds, and ſuiting toſeveral ations, 
to give thoſe the prelation that correſpond 
to the moſt worthy aQions; and in the co- 
- incidence of opportuaities for ations of & 
qual moment to prefer ſuch as are moſt rare, 
and probably of unlikelihood to occur & 

ain, before thoſe that arc under a probe 
Fitiey of frequent occurrence. 

3. We are tobe very careful to leave #o 
banks or interſperſions of idleneſs in ons 
lives. - Thoſe men that baye moſt imploy- 
ment, and of the moſt conſtant nature, caty 
pot chooſe but have certain interſtitia b& 

. tween 


nobleneſs of the habit it If, which hath an 
univerſal influence into all the reſt of the 
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wween the varieties of buſi 


Redeem: the Tims. 
| which-ma 
be fieted with imploymenes ſuitable to the 
or qualities; and it becomesa 
Husband of his time to bave ſome d - 
tions and deſtinations of buſineſſes that may 
be ſuitable tothenature, tate ſeaſons, 


and wore of 'thoſe vacant inter/titia. An 


induſtrious Husband-man , - Trades-man, 
Scholar, will never want buſineſs fitted for 
eccafional vacancies and hore ſubſecive. 
Gellizs his NoGes Attice havelett us an ex- 

eriment of it: And a Chriſtian, even as 
fueh, hath ready imployment for occaſio- 
nal interſtices, Reading, Prayingz the 
crums and fragments of time would be fur- 
niſhed with their ſuitable imployments; 'tis 
Pe and therefore let none of it be 


4- Much time might be ſaved and re- 
deemed in retrenching the unneceſſary ex- 
pences thereof in our ordinary fleep, attir- 
ing and drefling ourſelves, and the length of 
our Meals, as Breakfaſts, Dinners, Suppers ; 
which eſpecially in this latter Age, and a- 
mong people of the better ſort, are'pro- 
trated to an immoderate and exceflive 
length : There is little leſs than ten or 


twelve hours every day ſpent in theſe re- 


feQtions, and their appendencies which 
might be fairly reduced to much leſs. ; 
Cc4 5- Take 


-—% $98 #h. Thus ; 
5. Take heed of entertaining Fein 
Thoughts, whigh ore a very great cooſump- 
tion of time, and is very incidentto Melan- 
choly and Fanciful perſons, whom I have 
knowa 10. fit the greatcſt. part of ſeveral 
days in projeting what they would do if 
they had ſuch Eſtates, Honours, or'places, 
and ſuch kind of unprofitable and vain mes 
ditations; which humour is much im- 
proved in them that lie long in bed in a 
Morning. TW 

6. Beware of too much Recreation. Same 
Bodily. Exerciſe is neceſſary, for ſedentary 
men eſpecially ; but let it not be tos fre- 
quent, nor too long. Gaming, Taverns, 
and Plays, as they are pernicious, and cors 
rupt Youth; ſo if they.had no other fault, 
yet they are juſtly to be declined in reſpe&t 
of their excellaive expence of time, and ha- 
bituating mea ta idleneſs and vain thoughts, 
and diſturbiog paſſions and ſymptoms, when 
they are paſt, as well as while they are uſed. 
Let no Recreations of any loog continuance 
be uſed in the Morning, for they hazard 
the loſs or diſcompoſure af the whole day 
after. | 


7. Viſits made or received, are for the 


time, unleſs prudently ordered; and they 
are for the moſt part ſpent iq vain and im- 
pertinent 


moſt part an intolerable conſumption of 
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made to, or by perſons of imperti 


weng diſcourſes. 1. 'Let'them not be 
in the- Morning. : 2. If the viſits'be 
hem be ſhort, and at ſuch times as may be 
beſt ſpared from whit is more uſeful or ne- 
cellary, viz. 'at Meals, or preſently after. 
g. But if the perſons to be viſited, are men 
of Wiſdom, Learning, or Eminence of 
parts the vilits may be longer, but yet fo 
as the time may be profitably ſpent in uſeful 
diſcourſe, - which carries with it, as well 
t and advantage, as civility and re- 


7». Be ob(tinately conſtant to your Devo- 
tions at certain. ſet times, and be ſure to 


| ſpend the Lordsdayintirely in thoſe Religi- 


ous duties proper: for it; and let nothing 
but an inevitable neceſlity divert you from 
it, For, 1. Itisthe beſt and moſt profita- 
bly ſpent time; it is in order to the great 


cud of your beingia this World: 2. Itisin 


arder to your' everlaſting happineſs; :in 
comparifon of which, all other buſineſſes of 
this life are idle and vaing it is that which 

will give you the-greateft comfort in your 

Lite, in your Sickneſs, ia your Death and 

he is a Fool that provides not for that which 

will moſt certainly come. 3. It is the moſt 
reaſonable tribute imaginable unto that 

God, that lends you your time, and you are 

| ' bound 
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civil means to acquire a competency. for 


-not only an a& ofcivil converſation, but of 
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es ey ons of 
mill nathennd profecralithe ret of your 


tie, and your ſecular imploymetits. 'Ta&m 
not apt to be ſuperſtitious, but this { have 
certainly and infallibly found true, that'by 
my deportment in my duty cowards God, ig 
the times devoted to his Service; eſpecially 
on the Lords day, I could make a certaig 
conjecture of my ſucceſs in my ſecular occy 
fions the reſt of the week after : If I were 
looſe and negligent inthe former, the latrex 
never ſucceeded well ; if tri, and conſe 
entious, and watchful in the former, I ww 
ſacceſsful and proſperousinthelatter. 

9. Be Induſtrions and Faithful in yout 
Calling. The merciful God hath not oaly 
indulged unto us a far greater portion of 
time for our ordinary occaſions, than he 
hath reſerved to himſelf, but alſo injoyw 
and requires our Induſtry and Diligence 
in it. And remember that you obſerve 
that induſtry and diligence, not only a4 


your ſelf and your Family, but alſo as 
at of Obedience to his Command and Or- 
dinance; by means whereof, you make it 


Obedience to Almighty God, and ſo it be- 
comes in a manner ſpiritualized into an aft 
of Religion, 10. What 
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10. Whatever do, be very:careful 
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thac way be always about you, 
your heart, and your life always as in 
and tending towards him, i 


a ſolemn poſture ofReligious worſhip, and 
will lend you multitudes of Religious Ap- 
icationsto Almighty God, upon all occa- 
and interveations, which will not at all 
hinder you in any meaſure in your ſecular 
occalions, but better and further you: It 
will make you Faithful in your Calling,eveo 
ypan the account of an attual reflexion of 
your mind upon the preſence and command 
bf the God youfear and love: It willmake 
you atually Thankful for all ſucceſſes and 
fſupplics; Temperate-and ſober in all your 
natural aftions; Juſt and Faichful in all 
your dealingsz Patient and Contemed in 


all your di iatments and croſſes; and 


attually and intead his Honour in 
all youdo; and will givea tiaQure of Re- 
ligiog and Devyotioa upon all your ſecular 
, and turn thoſe very ations, 
which are materially civil or natural, into 
the yery true aud formal nature of Religi- 
on, and make your whole life tobe ag uno- 


/ 


38 = Redeemtthi Time) 
© God. | For this habirbFPlety in your ſth, 


will not only not lie {Iceping and 


ative, but almoſt in every hour of the Jay 


will put forth aftual exertings of it ſelf in 
applications of ſhort occafional Prayers, 
Thankſgivings, Dependence, reſort 'unt 
that God that is always near you, and lodg? 
eth in a manner in your heart by his Tear, 
and love, and habitual Religion towards 


him. And by this means you doeffettnally] 


and in the beſt and readieſt manner imagits 
able, doubly Redeem your Time. 'r. In 
the lawful exerciſe of thoſe natural and -c& 


vil concerns which are nor'onl permitted; 


but ina great meaſureinjoyned by Almiph: 
ty God. 2. At the ſame time exercifmnj 
ads of Religious duties, Obſervance a 


Venezation unto Almighty God, by perpe+ 


ruated, or at leaſt frequently reiterated, 
though ſhort atts of devotion to him. 'And 


this is the great art of Chriſtian Chymiſtry, 


toconvert thoſe atts that are materially na 
tural or ciyil, into a&ts truly and formally 
Religiousz whereby the whole courſe 'of 
this life is both truly and interpretatively 
Service to Almighty God, 'and an uninter- 
rupted ftate of pou. >. which is the beſt, 
and nobleſt, and moſt univerſal Redempti- 
on of his Time. nn «3 
11. Be very careful to prefer thoſe —_— 
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Redeem the Time.” 397 
ofyour life that moſiconcern you; be ſureto 
do thein firſt, to ;p them Hhiekeſt, for do 
them moſt, Let thoſe things, that are of 
leſs moment, give place to thoſe things that 
are of greateſt moment. Every man of the 
woſt- ordinary prudence, having many 
things to do, will be ſure to be doing of 
that firſt and chiefeſt which moſt concerns 
him, . and which being omitted, and poſli- 
bly wholly diſappointed, =—_— occaſion 

ce have, it is 
true, many things to be done in this life, 
Ars longa, vita brevis ;, and we have ſeaſons 
and opportunities for them z but of theſe 
many things, ſome are barely conveniencies 
for this life ; Some, though _ ſcem more 
neceſſary, yet ſtill they riſe no higher, nor 
look no further, nor ſerve no longer, but 
only for the Meridian of this life, and are of 
no poſſible uſe. in the next moment after 


| death. The Pleaſures, the Profits, the 


Honours,the moſt loridaccommodationsof 
eat humane Learning, ſtately Houſes and 
alaces, goodly poſſeſſions, greateſt Ho- 

nours, higheſt Reputation, deepeſt Policy, 

they are fitted only tothislife; when death 
comes, they are inſignificant pitiful things, 
and ſerve for nothing at all the very next 
moment after death z nay, the diſeaſes and 


Pains, and laoguiſhings that are the prelu- 


dia 
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dia of death, refider themperfeQly vain, if 
not yexatious ang torturing. Butthere ate 
certain bufineſſes that are not only excel- 
leacly uſeful in this life, but ſach as abide 

us in fickneſs, in death z nay, go along 
with us with —_ comfort into the next 
life, and never leave us, but ſtate us in aq 
eternal ſtate of reſt and happineſs ſuch az 
may be with mach eaſe acquiredinthe timey' 


| of health and life, but very difficult robe ar 


tained in the time of Sickneſs, and the hour 


' ofdeath,but never to be gotten after deathy 


ſach as are ofthat neceflity, that in compa- 
riſon of them, all other things are imperti- 
nent and vain, if not deſperately noxiouy 
and hurtful. There is no neceſlity for me to 
be Rich, andto be tin the World; to 
have ſuch a title of Honour, ſuch a place of 
Dignity, or Profit; to leave ſuch an Inheri- 
tance or titular Dignity to my Son, or to 
have ſo many thouſand pounds in my Inven-" 
tory, when Idie: But there are certain mat- 
ters of abſolute neceſſity to me, ſuch as iff 
am without, Iamundone and loſt, and yet 
ſuch as if not attained here in this life, can 
never be attained; and therefore, as it cot 
cerns me in the higheſt degree to attain 
them; ſo it concerns me in the higheſt de- 
gree to attain them in this life, and to take 
all opportunities imaginable in order there- 
nato, 
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Sono nTaRllN 


ito, 5nd to redeeth every minute of time 


for-that leſt I ſhould be for ever 
diſappointed, and nor to be like the fooliſh 
virgin, to wyonnges Oyl whebt the 


lotted me for my leſſon, and thento begin to 
it when my Maſter calls for me ro re- 
it; atid thoſe bufineſſes are ſuch as 
theſe: the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
uh Crucified ;z the attainment of — in 
through him ; the acquaintance © 
klf with the Will of God; the compa ins 
of my ſelf with that Will; the exerciſe 
true and ſerious Repentance for fins paſt; 
the ſteady reſolution of Obedience to his 
Will for the time cocome; the attainingof 
the Pardon of my fins, and Peace with God 
through Chriſt our Lord ; the ſubduingof 
ty Luſts and Corruptions;z the conforma- 
tion of my will and life to the holy Will of 
God, and the perfe@ pattern of Holineſs, 
Chriſt Jeſus; the working out my Salvation 
with fear and trembling z the giving all di- 
ligence to make my Calling and Ele&ion 
ſute: the fitting and purging of my ſelf to 
be a Veſſel of Glory and Immortality, and 
fitted for the uſe of my great Lord and Ma- 
ter; the caſting of my ſelf into ſuch a frame 
and poſture of mind and life, that I may be 
ited and ready to die, and give up my ac- 
count 
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door to be ſhuts and with the 
rr to trifle away my time al- - 


\ 


| 


| 


| — 


F by the band of ſome diſeaſe 


s «3% 
: 


othet providence receive this flema met 
ſage, Set oy. Houſe in order jor en 
I might receive it with as much inet 
willingneſs and chearfulneſs, as a faithful 
and diligeat Servant would receive 
command from his Maſter ; Tow maſt 
ſuch a Journey for me to morrow.  T 
and ſuch like buſineſſes as theſe, beſides the 
conſtant tenour of a juſt, virtuous,and piogy 
life, are the moſt important buſineſſes ofy 
Chriſtian. Firſt, ſuch as are of abſolute as- 
cellity to him, he may not, he cannot be 
without them, Secondly, ſuch as cannothe 
doneelſe-where than in his lite; this world 


is the great Laboratory for perfecti of 
ſouls for the next; if they are v0: don 
here, they ceaſe to be done for ever; death 

ſhuts the door, and everla(tingly ſeals us up 
in that ſtate it finds us. Thirdly: And & 
very ſeaſon of this life is not at leaſt 
ſaitable for it : fickneſs, and pain, and weatt 
ſome'and froward old Age have buſineſs & 


nough of themſelves to entertain us; and 
any man that hath had experience of cither, 


: _ 
Sz 


+ ;* 


Soyns:tomy 
nels, and comfort; forer 


will fiad he hath enough to do to bear 
them, or to ſtruggle with them. And 
fourthly : 3 We know not whether the oy 
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*  Redemibe Time. (got 
And Opportunities-that God hath lent us, 
and we have in our lives, ſhall 
ver be afforded again to us in the times 
our Sickneſſes, or upon our ; 
buta little portion of time in our lives and 
hs are furniſhed with thouſands of invi- 
tations and golden opportunities for theſes 
great works. Let us therefore redeemthoſe 
portions of time that our life and health 
nds us, for this great and one thing nece(- 


And now, if a man ſhall take a ſurvey 
bf the common courſe, even of the Chriſtian 
world, we ſhall find the generality of Man- 
kind the verieſt Children, Fools and Mad- 
men, that ever Nature yielded. The very 
olly of Children in ſpending their time in 
tles ,. and Hobby-horles, is more excu- 
fable than theirs, whole reaſon and expe- 
rience ſhould better inſtru& them. There- 
is-not any man o ſenſeleſs, but he knows he 
muſt die, and he knows not how ſoon he 
ſhall hear of that ſad Summons, and if he 
were {o bruitiſh as not to think of it, or be- 
leve jt, yet the Weekly Bills of Morrality 
gives him daily inſtances of it: and yer if 
wedo but obſerve the world of men; they 
do for the moſt part wholly trifle away their 
time igdoing that which is evil , or in duing 

| Dd nothing 
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(02 Redeem the Time. 
nothing ; or in doing nothing 'to ure 
pole, drbecomting pd dhtoare Foe 
man trifles away his time in Feaſtivg and 
Ic - another in Gaming or vain and un- 
ary Recreations, in Hunting, Hawking, 
Bowling, and other waſtful expences of 


time , another in fine Cloaths, Powderings, 


and Painting, and Dreffing; another 1n 
hunting after Honours and Preferments, or 


| heaping upof Wealth and Riches, and lading| 


— with _ clay ; _— trivial 
peculations , poſſibly touching ſome criti- 
cilme or Gralemien nicety , and all theſe 
men wonderfully pride themſelves, as the 
only wife men, look big and goodly ; and 
when they come to die, all theſe prove either' 
vexations and tortures of a miſ-{pent time z 
or at leaſt, by the very h—_— of fick- 
neſs and death, are rendred poor, empty, 10- 
Hpid, and inſignificant things , and then the 
Minifter is ſent for, and Sacraments, and no- 
thing but penitence and complaints of the 
vanity of the world, the unhappy expences 
of time, and all the Wealth and Honour 
would be preſently Sacrificed for the Re- 
demption of thoſs miſ-ſpent hours, and 
days, and years that cannot be recalled nor 
redeemed by the price of a World. But the 


y 
great _ of Man-kind is this, they can- 
not, nor will 


not, in the times of health, anti- 
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tipate the conſideration of death and judg- 
ment to come , nor put on any apprehen- 
fions or thoughts that the time will come 
when things will be otherwiſe with them 
than now it is; or that they will be driven 
into another kind of eſtimate of things than 
now they have, and this their way 1s their 
Folly, being un Honour, ia Health, in 
Life, underſtandeth not, but becomes like the 
Beaſts that periſh. P/al.49, 12. y 

. 4 I come to the Reaſons H/hy we ought 
res] to Redeem our Time, which may be 


1, Ouftime is 4 7 a/ent put into our hands 
by the great Lord of the whole Family of 
Heaven and Earth, and fuch whereof we 
we togiwean account when our Maſter calls, 
and it will be a lamentable Account, when 
ic thall conſiſt only of ſuch /rems as theſe : 
fem, So much of it ſpent in Plays, and Ta- 
verns, and Gaming, Jtem, So much of it 
ſpent in Sleeping, Eating, Drinkied; Trem, 
So much ſpent in, Recreations ay aſtimes. 
os $0 much ſpent in getting Wealth and 

our, ce. and there. remains ſo much 


which was ſpeat in doing nothing, 


2. Our time is « Univerſal Talent , that 
every man that lives,to diſcretion hath, E- 
very man hath not q Fgjont of Learning; yr” 

2 
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.of Wealth, or Honour, of Subrilty of Wit to 

- account for ; but every man that lives to 

the Age of Diſcretion hath Tinie to account 
ior, 

3. Every man hath not = a Talent of 
Time, but every man hath a 7 alert of Oppor- 
tuxity, to improve his Talent in ſome mea- 
ſure, put into his hand. The very works and 
light of Nature; the very principles of natural 
Religion are lodged in the hearts of all men; 
which by the help of his natural reaſon, he 
might exerciſe to ſome a&ts of Service, Duty, 
and Religion rowards God. But the Chri- 
{tian hath much more. 

4- The Redemption and Improvement of 
our Time, is the next and immediate Znd 
why it is given, or lent us, and why we are | * 
placed in this life, and the waſting of- our 
rime is a diſappointment of this very end of 
our being ; for thereby we conſequently dil- 
appoint God of his Glory, and our ſelves of 
our happineſs. ; 

5. Upon the management and diſpoſal of 
our time, depends the Everlaſting Concern- 
ment of our Souls. Fx hoc momento pendet eter- 
nitas, WKitbe redeemed, improved, and im: 
ployed as it ought to. be, .we ſhall in the | 
rext moment after death, enter into an Im- | 
mutable,External, aid Perfe& tate of Glory; 
if it becither ſinfully or idly ſpent, we fall 

unto 
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into an Everlaſting, Irrecoverable and Un- 
changeable ſtate of Miſery. 


6. The Buſineſs we have to do inthis life, 


in order to the cleanſing of our Souls, and 
fitting them for Glory, is a Great and 7mpor- 
tant Buſineſs and the time we have to live hath 
two moſt dangerous qualities in reference to 
that buſineſs. 1. Ir is ſhort ; our longeſt pe- 
riod is not above 80 ycars, and few there be 
that arrive to that Age. 3. It is very g4ſ#a/ 
and incertain ; there be infinite accidents, 
diſeaſes, and diſtempers that cut us off ſud- 
denly , as acute diſcaſes, ſuch as ſcarce give 
us any warning ; and conſidering how many 
ſtrings, as it were, there are to hold us up,and 
how ſmall and inconſiderable they are, and 
how eaſily broken, and the breach or diſor- 
der of any of the leait of them may be an in- 
let to death, it is a kind of Miracle that we 
live a month. Again, there be many d:ſeafes 
that render us in a manner dead while we 
live, as Apoplexies, Palſies, Frenzies, Stone, 
Gout, which render our time either grievous, 
or very unuſetul to us. 


7. Timeonce loſt, it is loſt for ever: Ir is * 


never tobe recovered ; all the Wealth of both 
the Zndies will not redeem nor recall the laſt 
hour I ſpent ; it ceaſeth for ever, 

d 3 8. As 
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406 Redeem the Time, 
$8. As our time is ſhort, fo there be 

things that corrode and waſf that ſbort time ; 10 
that there remains but little that 4s fervice- 
able to our beſt imployment, Let us rake 
but out of our longeſt lives, the weakneſs and 
folly of Childhood and Youth, the impo. 
tency and moroſity of ourold Age, the times 
for eating, drinking, ſleeping, though with 
moderation, the times of ſickneſs 'and in- 
diſpoſedneſs of health, the times of Cares, 
Journeys and Travel, the times for neceſſary 
Recreations, Interview of Friends and Rela- 
tions, and a thouſand ſuch expenſes of time, 
the reſidue will be but a ſmall pittance for 
our buſineſs of greateft moment, the buſineſs 
I mean, of fitting our Souls for Glory , and, 
if that be miſ-ſpent, or idely ſpent, we have 
loſt our Treaſure, and the very Flower and 
Jewel of our time. 


9. Let us but remember, that whex we ſhall 
come to Die, and our Souls fit as it were ha- 
vering upon our lips, ready to take their 
flight,at how great a rate we would then be 
willing to purchaſe ſome of theſe hours we 
once trifled away, but we cannot, 


10. Rerhember,that this is the very Z/:x#r, 
the very Hell of Hell to the damned go 
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that they had once a Time, wherein they 


ht upon eafie terms, have procured Ever- 
laſting Reſt and Glory ; but they fooliſhly 
and vainly miſ-ſpent that time and ſeaſon, 
which is now not to be recovered, 


FINIS. 


THE 


Great Audit. 


WITH THE 


ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


Good Steward, 


4I4ITE4S 


Great Audit. 


HE Great Lord of the World 
hath placed the Children of 
Men in this Earth as his Stew» 
ards, and according to the 
Parable in Matthew 25. He de- 
. 4 _ to every perſon his 7«- 

nts, a Stock of advantages or p—_—_ 
ties: to ſome he commits more, to ſome leſs, 
to all ſome. 

This Stock is committed to every per- 
ſon under 4 77ſt, or Charge, to imploy 
the ſame in ways, and to ends, and in pro- 
portion ſuitable to the Talents thus commitr- 
ted to them, and to the meaſure and quality 
of them, The 


412 Redeemthe Time. 
The Exas of this deputing of the Children 
of men to this kind of imployment of their 
Talents, are divers. 1. That they may be 
kept in continual action and motion ſuitable 
to the condition of reaſonable Creatures, as 
almoſt every thing elſe in the world is conti- 
nued in motion ſuitable to its own nature, 
which is the ſubje& of the Wiſe man's diſ- 
courle, Zccleſ. 1, 8. All things are full of la- 
bowr, "2. That in that regular motion they 
may attain ends of Advantage tothemſeles; 
for all things are fo ordered by the moſt 
Wile God, that every Being hath its own 
proportionable Perfe&ion and Happinels jn- 
ſeparably annexed to that way and work 
which his Providence hath deſtined it unto. 
3: That in that due and regular imployment, 
"each man might be in ſome meaſure fervice- 
able and advantagious to another. 4. That 
although the great Lord of this great Family, 
can receive no Advantage by the Service of 
his Creature, becauſe he is Perfe& and All- 
ſufficient in himſelf, yet he receives Glory 
and Praiſe by it, and a Complacency in the 
beholding a Conformity in the Creature, to 
his own moſt Perfe& Wall. 

To'the due Execution of this truſt com- 
mitted to the Children of Men, and for their 
incouragement in it, he hath annexed- 4 _ 

"Y war 
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The Great Audit, 417 
ward by his Promiſe and the free appoint- 
ment of his own good pleaſure: This. re- 
ward therefore is not meritorioully due to 
the imployment of the Talent, for as the 
Talent 1s the Lords, fo is the” ſtrength and 
ability whereby it is mproyeny but by his 
own good pleaſure and free promile, the re- 
ward is knit to the work. In this cale there- 
fore, the reward is not demandable ſo much 
vpon the account of the Divine Juſtice, as 
upon the account of the Divine Truth and 
Fidelity. Oa the other ſide, to the male ad- 
miniſtration of this truſt, there is annexed 
a retribution of Puniſhment, and this moſt 
naturally and meritoriouſly , for the Law of 
common Lo and Reaſon doth moſt juſtly 
ſubje&t the Creature, that depends '1n his 
Being upon his Creator, to the Law and Will 
of that Creator; and therefore, having re- 
ceived a Talent from his Lord, and together 
with his Being an ability to imploy it ac- 
cording to the Will of his Lord, a gon-im- 

loyment, or mi(-imployment thereof doth 
moſt juſtly oblige him to Guilt and Puniſh- 
mens, as the natural and juft conſequenr of 
' his demerir. 

" Of the Perſons that do receive theſe Ta- 
lents, ſome do imploy them well, ghough in 
various degrees, ſome to more advantage, 
ſome to leſs; and although the beſt _ 

nds 
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bands come ſhort of what they ſhould do, and 
at beſt are in this reſpe&t unprofitable Ser. 
vants, yet if there be a Faithful, Conſcieqs 


tious, and Sincere Indeavaur to imploy that 


Talent to theit Maſters honour, they are ac- 
counted Good Stewaxds , and the Merits of 
Chriſt ſupplies by Faith, that wherein they 
come ſhort. 

On the other ſide, ſome perions are 1#- 
faithful Stewards of their Talents, aod theſe 
are of three kinds: 1. Such wandy mifſ. 
L their Talents, turning them to the 
Dian and Diſſervice at their - Lord, 
which they ſhould have imployed to his 
Service ; and theſe have a duuble account tg 
make, v4. of their Talents, and of their mif- 
implayment. 2. Such as do not at all im. 
ploy their 7 alex, but asthey do no harm, fo 
they do-no good with it: thele are Negligent 
Servants, and have the ſingle, but tull ac- 
count of their 7alemts to make. 3. Such as 
do make ſome ule of their 7 a/ents, but do not 

roduce an increaſe proportionable to their 
k ; and fo, though they are not debtors 

for their whole 7alents, yet are in arcear 
and grown behind hand, and ſo upon: the 


foot of their account are found Debtors to 


their , which without Faith inChrift, 
and his Merits coming in to. make up the 
Sum, will be enough to calt them in priſons 
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z 
G ſurpluſſage upon his 
the leſs degree of Glory: 
fide, he that hath many T 
no improvement, his Debt and 
ſhall be the greater : He that hath fewer Ta- 
lents, his Non-improvement leaves bim 
debtor in a leſs ſum, and copſequently. fub- 
je to a leſs puniſhment. ; 
The Great Day of Account will be the great 


Earth. 

apy aroma ir 0 be babark ry 
10ns,{uppole the Lord thus to - 

ws — and every particular perſons of the 
orld, 


The Charge. : 

* Come ye Children of men, as I have for- 
© merly made you Stewards of my Bleſſings 
y_ Earth, and committed to every one 

you that come to the ule of your under- 
* ſtanding, 


c 
C 
k 


416 TheGreat Aki: 
© ſtanding, ſeveral Talents roimploy and im: 
©-prove to the honour and (ervice of me your 
*Lord and Maſter , fo now Iam come to call 
* you torender an Account of your Steward- 
*ſhip, and becauſe'you ſhall. ſee rhe particu- | < 
©lar Charee of your ſeveral Receipts, where- 

* unto you may give your Anſwers, behold, 
© here is a Schedule of the Particulars with 
© which I will Charge you. Give in your | * 
* particular Anſwers how you have imployed 
<and improved them,and {ce you do it truly; f $; 
© for know, that I havea controle and check 4 
upoit you ; a controle within you; your own h; 
<Confciences; and a controle without you, | *c 
© my Book of Remembrance,whereia all your | 5 
© Receipts, Disburſements, and Imployments | :4 
© areRegiſtred. F.C 

x: * Thave given unto you all your Senſes, |} 
© znd principally thoſe two great Senles of | *x 
©diſeipline, your Sighr and your Hearing. 

'-* Ztem. I have given unto you all Under. | fn 
© fanding and Reaſon to be a guide of your 
*aRions, and to ſome of you more eminent 
© degrees thereof. by 

© tem, I have given you all Memory, a | 740 
* treaſury of things paſt heard and obſerved. 
* tem, I have given you a Conſcience 'to | 
© dire& you, and to check you in your miſ- b& 
© carriages, and to encourage you in well-do-, 
Cing, and I havefurniſhed thar Lo <a 
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The Greet: Mudit. 


«and hurtful to yous leves-: Chaſtiſemenss 
plainly /in- 


© and Corredtions eminently and 
fliged for (in committed your Glyes amd 
* others, ſo- that the guilt was 7 egiblein the 
puniſhment ; Eminent Bleſſings upon the 
*ways of boligels and yirtue , even to the 
Cview of the world : Eminent Reſtitution 
* and Deliverapces upon Repentance 'and 
<amendment of life ; moſt clear and ſenſible 
* Experiences of my Love, Favour,and Liſten- 
©ing to your prayers £0 my you to 2 
© Depen upon me; Smog 1 my 
© ties put into your hands, 
Ignorant, delivering the. Oppreie, pe ——— 
ting my - honqur. | 
© Theſe are ſome of the many Talents 
© which I have committed to you,thougt in 
{ differing degrees: Giveup your accounts, 
*you Children of men, Ce bave im- 
* ployed them, 


The Account of the Good 
Steward. 


| B--- before I enter into Account with 

thy Majeſty,I muſt confeſs, that if thou 
t with me, and 
in Juſtice thou 


enter into Ju 
demand that Account w 


mayeſt require of me, 1 rugs be found thy 
Ee 2 Debtor : 


" 426 The Account of 
Debtor : 'I confeſs I have not' improved m 
Talents according tothat'meaſure of abili 4 
that thou haſt lent me: I therefore- mo 
humbly offer unto thee the redundant Merit 
of thy own Son to ſupply my defects, and to 
make good whatis wanting in- my accompr; 
yer according to thy command, I do humbly 
render wy Diſcharge of the Truth thou haſt 


committed to me, asfollowerh : 


| I. 1n General. 

Asto all the B s and 7 alents where- 
with thou haſt intruſted me : x 

I have looked up to thee with a Thankful 
heart, as the only Anthor and Giver of 
© Finve leedapanieg Gif evtliwonk 
I have u my telt as Unwo 
of them. 433igke { 

Ihavelooked upon them as:committed to 
my Truſt and Stewardſhip, to manege them 
for the ends that they were given,the honour 
of my Lord and Maſter. | 

I have therefore been Watchful and Sober 
inthe uſe and exerciſe of them, leſt I ſhould 
be unfaithful in them. 

If I have at any time, through. weaknels, 
or inadvertence, or temptation, miſ-imploy- 
ed any of them, have been reſtle{s till Thave 
in ſome meaſure rectified my miſcarriage by 
Repeatance and Amendmeat.- . * 
X 2. in 


F the Gord remit. ai 


2. [n Particular. 


| Concerni Senſes, and the ule of 
; ing my yo an 


I have: made a covenant with mine £yes, 
that they ſhould not rove after Vanity,or tor- 
bidden Objedts: I have imployed them in be- 
holding thy works of wonder and wiſdom.- 

I have buſied them in reading thoſe Books 
and Writings, that might inſtru me in the 
great concernments of Eternal Lite. 

I have ſtopt my Zars againſt ſinful and un- 
profitable dibourks, and againſt ſlandering, 
and lying, and flattering tongues. 

EF have exerciſed them in liſtening to thoſe 
things that might increaſe my Faith, Know- 
ledge, and Piety. | 

I have kept them open to the cry of the 
Poor and Oppreſſed, to relieve them, the 
reſt of the imployments of theſe and my 
other Senſes have been for my neceſſary pre- 
ſervation, and the honeſt exerciſe of an ho- 
neſt Calling and Converſation. 


3. 4s to theReaſon and Underſtanding thox 
| haſt given me, © 


l have been carefulto govern my Senſes 
and ſenſual Appetite by my Reaſon, and to 


govern my Reaſon by 4-4 Word. 


e 3 I 


' I have endeavoured to uſe and imploy its 

but not lean or depend _ it; I makeit 
my Aſfiftant, but not my Idol. 

I have been carcful to wind up my Reafon 
and underſtanding to the hi key in the 
ſearching out of Truths, but eſpecially thofe 
that are of the greateſt concernment in mat- 
ters of Faith. Ihave made my Underſtand- 
ing to be laborious and induftrious, bur ſtill 
kept it under the Yoke and Rule of thy 
Word, left it ſhould grow extravagant and 
petulent. 

I have looked upon my Underftanding and 
Reaſon as aRay of thy Divine Light, and 
therefore I have uſed it for thee, and have 
accounted it a moſt high Sacriledge, Ingra- 
titude and Rebellion, to imploy it againft 
thee, thy Honour or Service. 

T have endeavoured principally to furniſh 
it with that knowledge which will be of uſe 
in the other World ; this hath been my bu- 
finefs : other ftudies or acqueſts of other 
knowledge, have been cither for the neceſ- 
ſary uſe of this life, or harmleſs divertiſe- 
ments or recreations. Inthe exerciſe of my 
Reaſon, as on the one fide, I have avoided 
Idleneſs, Supineneſs, ar Negle& ; ſo onthe 
other fide, Ihavenot imployed itin Vain, 
Curious, Ulnprofitable, Forbidden Inquiries; 
I have ſtudicd to uſe it with Sobriety,Mode- 
ration, 
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ration, Humilit Thankfulngſs ;and as 
Thave been = ul to imploy it , fo Thave 
beeaascurful not t0 mik-imploy ip loakol 

upon ut as thy Talent, and, theretore gave 
' unto thee ly ty : ule, 2nd HS Eice 
: of it. hs 


' 4 


4. As to the Memory that thou haſt 
lent me. oat "ik; 
On the Contemplationof that ſtrange and 
wonderful faculty, that diſtinly, ang not- 
withſtanding the intervention of thouſands 
of objects, retains their Images and. Repre- 
ſentations, with all their Circumſtances and 
Conlequents, I have admired the wonder- 
m Wiſdom, Power, and Perfection of ,the 
Tq. 4 
| have endeavoured principally to treaſure 
up in it thoſe things that may be. moſt of uſe 
for the life to come, and moſt conducible to 
the attaining of it ,thy Mercies, ands 
Directions, Promiſes \ my own Vows, Relo- 
lutions, Experiences, Failings , to keep me 
Conſtant in my Duty, Dependant upon.thy 

Goodnetbs, Humble and Peaiteat. | 
Some things I have ſtudied to forget: 
injuries , vain and hurtful diſcourſes, and 
ſuch things as either would make me the 
worſe by remembring them, or take up too 
much room in my memory , which: might 
Ec 4 be 


424. "Phe Advount of 
be imployed and ftored with better furni- 


 Thereft of the imployment of my Memor 
hath been td affiſt ar the ordioary{dl > 

converſation with others, the ways 
of my Calling, the performing of my Promi- 
ſes and Undertakings, the preſexyation of 
good and lawful Learning , that thereby I 
might do ſervice tothy Name, ſerve my Ge- 
neration, and improve my ſelf in Knowledg, 
Wiſdom, and Unde ing. 


5. M iy Conſcience, and the light , 


hos haſt given me in it. 


t. It hath been my care to improve that 
Natural Light, and tofurniſh it with the beſt 
rinciples I could : Before I had the know- 
edge of thy Word, I got asmuch furniture 
as I could from the Writings of the beſt Mo- 
raliſts, and the Examples of the beſt Men ; 
after Ihad the light of thy Word, I furniſhed 
it with thoſe moſt pure and unerring Prin- 
ciples that I found in it, 

2. Ihaye been very diligent to keep my 
Conſcience clean; to incourage it 1n the 
Vicegerency that thou haſt given it over 
my ſoul and aQings. I have kept it in the 
throne and greateſt reverence and authority 
in my heart. To 
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; 8X > ici aQions to be done or onitttd/Lhave 


ys adviſed with it, and takenits advice, 
[devenenher ſtifled, nor forced, nor- bribed 


ty pet it a free liberty to adviſe and 


ſpeak our, and a free ſubje&ion of my Will, 
es, and ARions to it. 

4. It, Þo -- inadvertency of mind, or 
imporruni __ O_o} itancy 
of Coohfien, ormecell or neceffity of the wenn have 
at any time done amiſs , I have not taken her 
up ſhort, or ſtopped her mouth, or my own 
attention to her chiding and reproof ; but 
I have, with much ſubmiſſion o mind, born 
her Taos car and improved it to an- 
agar my ſelf before thee for my fai- 

wy" I The ed upon her as acting by thy 
A for m_ Service,and to thy Glory; 
and Id iſcourage, diſcountenance, 
or diſobey boy 

5. When ſhe was pleaſed, and gave me 
good words, I wasglad, for I eſteemed her 
as a glaſs that rep to my Soul the fa- 
vour or diſpleaſure of Godhimſelf, and how 
he ſtood towards me. 

6. I have more trembled under the fear 
of a feared or diſcouraged Conſcience, than 
under the fear of a ſharp or ſcrupulous Con- 
ſcience z becauſe I Ps © counted the lat- 
tary though more troubleſome, yet more 
arc, 


7.1 


426 The Acountof. 
7, 1; hoe baen-.vary” aleain_ohehes of 
wou or (4 or dilcouragung 
—_— $f 
choſen 


but indifferent , leſt there ſhould be. for 
what in it that might be unlawful, and 
would rather gratifie my Conlci with 
being too {crupulous;than diſpleaſe,dilquiet, 
or flat it, by being too venturous: I bave 
ſill choſen rather to forbear what might be 
probably lawful, than to do that which 
might be poſſibly unlawful , becauſe I could 
not ere in the tormer, I might 1a the latter, 
It things were diſputable whether they 
might be done, I rather choſe to forbear,be+ 
cauſe the lawfulneſs of my forbearance was 
unqueſtionable. 

8. AsI have been careful to adviſe wy . 
tially with my Conſcience before my Ai- 
ons,ſo leſt either throvgh inadvertence, pre- 
cipitancy, incogitancy, or ſudden emergen- 
cies,l had committed any thing amuls, either 


in the nature or manner of the Action, I com- + 


monly, Every Night, brought my actions of 
the day paſt, betore the Judicatory of my 


Conſcience, and left her to a free and im- ' 


partial cenſure of them ; and what ſhe ſen- 


tenced well done, I with humility returned | 


the praiſe thereof to thy Name , What ſhe 
ſentenced done amiſs, I did humbly ſue un- 
to 
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to thee for Pardon, and for Grace to prevent 
me from the like miſcarriages, By this means 
my Conſcience active, renewed , and 

ed my peace with thee, and learned 
igilance,and Caution for the time to come. 


6. As touching Ki great Works of Creation 
| Providence. | 


1. I have not looked upon thy works in- 
conſiderately and commonly, and 
them over as common and ordinary things, 
as men uſually do upon things of common 
and ordinary occurrence ; but I have ſearch- 
ed into them as things of great Eminence 
and Wonder, and have eſteemed it a great 
part of my duty,that the wiſe God of Nature 


requires of the Children of men, who there- 
fore expoſed theſe his Great Works to our 
view, and gave us Eyes to behold, and Rea- 
fon in ſome meaſure to obſerve and under- 
ftand them ; and therefore I have ſtrialy 
obſerved the Frame of the World, the Mo- 
tion, Order,and Divine Oeconomy of them; 
Thave ſearched into their Qualities, Cauſes, 
and by op and have diſcovered as 

t, if not r, matter of admiration 


. tow Jes in the external beauty and pro- 
that at the firſt view they preſented ro 
my ſenſe. 


2. And 


423 The Account of 

2. And this di(quilitiog and- obſervation 
did not reſt only in the bare; peruſal of the 
ht fa oo 6 arc 
tural Cauſes, upon which they 

hut I traced Fs Being, Dependance , and 
CURING unto thee , "= ce Os 
and by this proleccutien and tracing of thi 

to their Original, Lwas led upto a 
monſtrative conviction, that there is a God 
that is the Firſt Cauſe of their Being, and 
Motion: and in the contemplation of the 


admirable Vaſtneſsof the works mine eyes 


behold, their ſingular Beauty and Order 
the admirable Ulſetulnels, Convenience, and 
Adaptation of one thing to another , the 
Conltancy, Regularity, and Order of the 
Motion of the Heavens and Heavenly Bo- 
dies , the Mutual Sublervency of one thi 

to another, the Order and Uſeful Poſition 
of. the Elements, the Fertility of the Earth, 
the Variety of Beauty, and Ulefulneſs of the 
Creatures , their admirable Inſtin&s, the 
wonderful Fabrique of the Body of Man, the 
Admirableneſs and Uſefulneſs of his Facul- 
ties animal, and the ſingular Adaptation of 
the Organs to thoſe faculties , the ſtrong 
Powers of the Reaſonable Soul, in the con- 
templation of theſe, and ſuch as theſe Varie- 
ties, I did to the everlaſting ſileacing of the 
Atheiſme, that my own Corruptions were 


apt 
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=» nouriſh,conclude that there is but One 


that heirs moſt Powerful, moſt Wile; 


Knowing all rhings, Goran hinge? 


Supporring all things. 'Upon 


ons, I was ftrengrhiied in rhe Belief of thy 


Holy Word, which had ſo great a congruity 
vith theſe Truths, that the ftri& and due 


contemplarion of thy Creatures did fo de- 
monſtratively evince. 

3- And upon theſe Convitions,[ did learn 
the more to Honour, Reverence/,and Admire 
Thee, and to Worſhip, Serve,/and Obey Thee, 
to Depend and'Reft upon Thee', to walk 
Humbly,and Sincerely, and Awefully before 
Thee, as being preſent with me,/and behold- 
ing me z w7 Ln and Adore Thee as the 
Fountain of all Being and Good. Whenl 
looked upon the Glory and Uſefulneſs of the 
Sun, I admired the God that made it,chalked 
out its motions -for it, placed it in thar 'due 
diſtance from the Earth, for its uſe and con- 
veniency. When I lookedi apon the Stars, 
thoſe huge and wonderful balls of: light,pla- 
ced in that immenſe diſtance from the Infe- 
niour Bodies, and one from another, their 
Multitude and Motion, Iadmized: the Wil- 
dorm #nd Power of that whoſe Hand 
ſpans the Heavens , and hath fixed every 

ng in its place. Nay, whenT1 — 
on the poor little-Hearbs that ane —_ - 

arth, 


my Mind was carried up to the Admiratieg 
and Adoration,and Praile of that God,whole 
Wiſdom, Power, and Influeace,and Govern- 
ment is ſeen in theſe little, ſmall Foot-ſteps 
of his Goodneſs ; fo that cake all the wile, 
ableſt, moſt powerful and knowing men un- 
der Heaven, they cagnot equal that pawer 
and Wildomof thine, that i5ſeca in a blade 
of = ,nor ſo much as trace out,or clearly, 
or diſtinaly diſcipher the great Varicties in 


the production, growth, and procels of its 
ſhore, yet wt continuance ; in fo 


much that there is (carce any thing that we 
converſe withal, but yielded me Iaicriptioas 
of the Power and Wiſdom of their Maker 
written upon them. | 

4. In the contemplation of thy great 
works of the Heavens, thoſe goodly, beautz- 
ins Tight, Lover rfl upon my fel 
and Light, lever upon my (elf wi 
Davids tmeditation, Zord, what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the Son of Man, 
that thou regardeſt him ! It is true, Man-m 
himſelf conſidered, is a Creature full of 
wonder, 


cine,and delight of more perie&t Creqtures, 


——_— 
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wonder, but com goodly 
Creatures, he is but an prighoine Fro Love, 
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I learnt by thy Creatures to be - porer—keggs. and 
adore thy TR that art pleaſed 
hewbHearn, the dwelling place of thy Ma- 

er | Hi , totake care of ſuch a worm 
as 6 May, tern 


- In the contimilation of thy Power and 
Wildom in Creating and Governing the 
World , I have learned Submiſſien to 
will, as beitig the Will of the fame me 
Wiſe God thar by his Wiſdom hath Created 
ard Governs -all things, and therefore 
Will,'a moſt Wiſe perfet Will. I have 
learned to Depend upon thy Providence, 
whothough Tam buta Worm, in compari. 
ſon 6f thy Heavenly works, yet Tam an Ex- 
cellent and 'an eminent Creature, in com- 
pariſon of the Ravens and the Graſs of the 
Fields ; yet thoſe he feeds, and” theſe he 
doaths, and ſhalt he not, much more cloarh 
and feed me'? Thus I have in ſome mezſure 


7 img t | 
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towards 


I. As by the Works of Nature , 1 ;have 
learned what thou art, and ſomething of my 
Duty thereupon to thee, ſo by thy Provi- 
dence towards the Children of Men, I have 
in ſome meaſure learned the ſame, and a 
farther leſſon, vis. What thy Will is, for 
thou haſt nor left thy ſelf without a witneſs 
thereof to a mere natural man , obarring 
thy Providence towards the Childrea, ot 
men. Thaveoblerved ſome men of emineat 
Juſtice and Uprightnels of. Lite, Purity and 
Sandtimony, Temperance. and Sobriety,Mer+ 


Bounty and Liberality ; and 1 have obſexy 

them to be very Happy men, . and blefled, in 
what waantal ired by them. It maybe 
they were Rich and Great ; but if they were 
noL,it was becauſe -Riches and Greatneſs was 
notthe thing chey moſt yalu 
it might haye been a burden 


Mind : If they were not Rich, y' 
viſibly Happy in their Sz 

if chey were not Great, yet they were appt” 
reatly 


5 Provideaces ( —_— 
of Men-; ,,/ ; 
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tratly Honourable in the eſteem” ahd value © 
of others , nay, if they were under external 
Loſſes, Croſſes, Reproaches, yet in the midſt 
thereof, it was moſt apparent .to all men; 
they enjoyed that which they more. valued, 
amoſt compoſed, cheartul , patient, conten- 
ted Soul - and this hath been apparently as 
viſible to all ſpeQtators,as if they had enjoyed 
afull Confluence of External happineſs, and 
very many times, unleſs upon eminent and 
viſible reaſons, before the end of their days, 
they had ſignal returns of Eternal *Enjoy- 
ments. I have obſerved men of notorious 
and wicked lives, Traytors , Murderers 
Oppreſlors, Adulterers, Covenant-breakers, 
and other Villanies, ſecured by eminent 
power, policy, or ſeerecy , yet by wonder- 
.tul Providence that power broken , that 
policy diſappointed, that ſecrecy diſcovered, 
and Eminent Judgments anſ{werableto their 
eminent demerits; have overtaken them. 
I have ſeen and obſerved both in my ſelf and 
others, our Sins and Offences ſo' ſuitably and 
proportionably anſwered with puniſhments, 
that though they ſeem to be produced by 
_— moft caſual conjunctures, yet {o 

conformable to the nature, quahry, 
-and degree of the offence, that —_— 
11 them the yery' effigies of the fins ., and 
made it legible 1n = puniſhment 5 fic le 
- F | 


Mmanmus, 
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| * manu, fic oragerebat. Andfrom'theſe obſer: 


vations I found that thoſe ſins were difplew- 
{ing to thee, that-thou wert moſt Wile t6 


i{cover, and moſt Juft and Powerful to pub. 


niſh them; and did therenpon conclude, 
Verily there is « Reward for the Righteous , 
verily he is « God that Fuageth in the Earth, 


8.. Concerning my Speech. 


I have always been careful that I offend 
not with my tongue ; my Words have beeh 
Few , unlets neceflity or thy Honour re- 
quired more ſpeech then ordinary , my 
words have been True, repreſenting thing 
as they were, and Sincere, bearing confot- 
mity to my heart and mind ; my word 
have been 'Seaſonable, ſuitable to the oc- 
caſion, afd ſeaſoned with grace and uſefub 


neſs. 


I have eſteemed my Words, though tran- 


fient and paſſing away, yet treaſured up in 
thy remembrance ; for by my words, I ſhall 
| bejuſtified, Loving words Condemned ; and 
therefore I have refleed often upon my 
words , and whenl have found any thi 
through inadvertency,or paſſion hat 
from me , I have endeavoured to reform 
it, and Rumbled my (elf: before thee for it: 


I have 
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. I haveeſteemed it the moſt natural and 4 
». | excellent Uſe of my Tongue; to ſet forththy 
to | Glory, Goodneſs, Power, Wildomand Truth; 
w.4 to iaſtru others asI had opportunity in the 
le, | knowledge of thee, in their duty to thee, to 
s, | themſelves, andothers ; to reprove Vice and- | 
Sin ; to encourage Virtue and good living; , , 
to convince Errors , to maintain the Truth, 
to call upgn thy Name, and by vocal Pray- 
ers to ſanctife my tonguez and to fix my 
thoughts to the duty about which I was, * 
to perſwade to Peact, and Charity , and 
Good Works, andin thele imployments I 
endeavoured to wind up my tongue to the - 
m___ degree of Elocution, that I was ca- 
pable of. 

I have often contemplated thy wonderful 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to the Children. of 
men, in giving them not only Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, but that admirable'faculry 
of Speech, whereby- one man might comumu- 
nicate his mind, and thoughts, and wants, 
and deſires, the great engine of uphold- 
ing of mutual Society , withaut which 
our Reaſon and Underſtanding were impri- 
foned within our ſelves, and confulion 
would enſne, as once it did at the confuſion 
of totigues, by the moſt Wiſe Providence, 
for moſt excellent — 
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In 'ſum,I have looked upon this amongſt 
the many other conveniencies I enjoy, as a 
trealure committed*to my truſt for my Ma- 
ſter's uſe. I have accordingly imployed it 


conſcionably, ſeemly,and humbly as thy gift, 
not my own acquelt, 


9. Touching my Time »of Zife. 


Firſt I have duely conſidered what it is, 
and, for what end thou gaveſt it me ; that 
it is5but a ſhort time and the minutes that 
are paſſed , and the opportunities in -them 
are irrevocably and irrecoverably loſt, that 
all the wealth of the world cannot redeem 
it, that thetime that is before me, is un- 
certain: when I look upon an Hour-glaſs, 
or the ſhadow of a Dyal.l can gueſs that here 
15 half an hour, or a quarter, or more or lels 
ro come, but cannot gueſs what proportion 
of time remains inthe Hour-glaſs of my lite ; 
only I know it is ſhort, but Iknow not how 
ſhort it is, whether a year, or a week, ora 
day, ot an hour, and yet upon this little 
uncertain portion of time, and the due uſe 
of it depends my Everlaſting Happinefs or 
Miſery. .It is my Seeds-time, and if I fow 
, not my Sced here, it is too late to think of 
that Husbandry after death ; and if _ 
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I and ſow not good Seed, my .crop will be 
thereafter in Far other World that imme- 
diately expe&s upon the iſſue of, this, and | 
I have a thouſand diverſions that rob me'of -2 
much of this little portiog of rime,and'yields 
me no accompt in order to my great Con- 
cernment , when I caſt out trom the ac- 
compt of my time the unprofitableneſs of 
my Childhood and Youth , the hours ſpent 
in ſleeping, cating and drinking, recreations, 


is , i. «©... = _ 1 


k travels, and other — that carry no (in in 
. them, there remains but a ſmall portion of 
= a ſhort life for conceraments of Everlaſting 


- | Importance, a great buſineſs to be done, 


re ook difficulties and impediments in the 
_ oing of it, and but alittle portion of time 
of a ſhort and uncertain life todoitin, and 
- yet this life of mine was by thee given, not . 
G to be trifled and ſquandred away, either in 
1 Sin, or Idleneſs , not to gain Riches, Honour, 


or Reputation, for when Sickneſs comes, 
theſe will appear inſipid and vain things ; 
and when death comes, they will be merely 
uſeleſs: butit was for a higher end, viz. A 
time to trade forthe moſt valuable Jewel of 
Eternal Happineſs, a time to ſow tuch Seed 
as might yield a Crop of Bleſſedneſs in the 
next world ; a'time to lecure a title to an 
Everlaſting Inheritance , ſuch a time, as it 
F323 '* ONCE 
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oncel6ſt, the nity is loſt for ever; 


loſt irrecoverably; for the Night cometh 


wherein no” man can work , for there is Ta 
work,no deviſe nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in t 
Grave fred grins , Ecclel. 9. 10. 

And upon this conſideration of the great 
cnd of my life, the great importance of the 
buſine(s that is to be done 1n 1t ; the brevity 
and great uncertainty of this life, and the 
utter impoſſibility- after death, to redeem 
the negle& of the proper and important By- 
ſineſs of my life, I have endeavoured ro'huſ. 
band.this ſhort, uncertain, important Talent 
- as well asI can: 

1. By acareful Avoiding of Sinful /mploy- 
ments, which at once do waſt this precious 
Talent, and contra&t a farther debt vpon me, 
renders me in arrears for the time miſ-pent, 
and the guilt contracted. LART. 

2. By avoiding /dleneſs, burning out my 
Candle tg no purpoſe. 


3. By avoiding Unneceſſary Conſumption of * 


7 ime, by long, Feaſtings, Exceſſive Sleep, im- 
pertinent Viſits, ſeeing of Irfterludes, unne- 
ceſſary Recreations, Curious and Imperti- 
nent Studies and Inquiries, that when atrai- 

ned, ſerve to'no purpole. | 
4. By applying, direQting, and ordering 
even 7 ſtudies of Humane Learning Hiſtories, 
| Natural 
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Languages, Laws to an end beyond them- 
ſelves, vis, t to.inable me to under- 
ſtand and obſerve thy excellent Wiſdom and 
Power, to maintain and uphold thy cauſe 
=_ pore pee way Errors ; to fit 
me for ſerving my Country, in 
et == 

5. By exerciling my lelt in the very 
nels of »»y Calling,as an act of Duty and Obe- 
dience to thee, ating in it thoſe Virtues of 
Chriftianity might be honourable.to 
thy Name,of good example to others, of im- 
proyement of* Grace unto my ſelf ; uſing in 
t Diligence without Anxiety ; Dependence 
upon thee without Preſumption; Conten- 
tedneſs, Patience, Thankfulneſs , Honeſty , 
Jultice Uprightaeſs, Plain dealing, Libera- 

ty, and by this means trar my Secu- 
lar imploymenr into an exerciſe of Chriſtian 
Duty, ſerving Thee while I ſerved my elf, 
and conyerting that very impgloyment, and 
the time ſpent therein, to the Uie, Honour, 
and Advantage of my Lord and Maſter,the 
good example of others, and the increaſe of 
my Spwirual advantage,as well as my Tem- 


6. By religiouſly obſerving thoſe 7imes 
that have been /er apart to Religions Duties , 
eſpecially the Zords Day, LN mingling with 

Fi4 it 


. 


much attention, ftritnels,- and care, la 
hold-upon thoſe trmes and opportunities,a 


carefully applying them ſingly to the proper 


buſineſs of the times. h 
'*.* 7. By dedicating and fetring apart ſome 
portion of my time'to Prayer and Reading of 
thy Word, which I have conftantly and pe- 
remptorily obſerved, whatever occaſions in- 
terpoſed,or importunity perſwaded the con- 
rrary, | | | Bhs 

$8. By making the magnum oporter the 
Great and One thing necaltary the choice 
and principal buſineſs of my life,and the great 
deſign of it ; and eſtcemingthar time ſpent 
Moſt naturally, profitably, and ſuitably, that 
was ſpent in order to it ; obſerving thy great 
Works of Wiſdom and Power; contemplt- 
ting upon thy Goodneſs! and Excellency ; 
_—_ and reading thy Word, calling 
upon thy Name ; Crucifying my Corrup: 
rions , exercifzng thy Graces 5 humbling my 
ſelf for my Sins, returning thanks for thy 
Mercies ; ſtudying the myſtery of God ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh,” ſtriving to bring 'my ſelf 
conformable to''my Pattern; and to have 
him formed in my heart,and his life in mine; 
Crucifying my ſelf to the World, and the 
world to me; fitting my ſelf for Death ; 
Judgment and Eternity. Theſe, and the like 
| umploy- 


FI / : T 45 e l ! ad W ad LES 
" is Y 4 = ” __ - : . FI 
” . «3 ; : 4 s 58 , Þ No k 
. . \s . \ 
, [] ; COOITN - 
. . # 


- jt ſecular thoughts or imploymenrs,but with - 


-- 


7 


ems A wi. pad heb. 4 heed wb wh 9 has 


«_s 


S4s + <> —=©@ =«@ «a a. «WW  . A « i. £-—©_ 4% 4 - 


——_— Lt. Ares y— 


«#4; 


oyments I efteemed- the flower, the 
glory , the beſt of my ſpent time, becauſe 
they will be carried over with advanrage 
into the life to come ; and rherefore-rtis 

. I reckoned my buſineſs, and accordingly 1 
made it : - other matters, that only er: 
for the Meridian of this life, I uled either 
barely for necefſity of my preſent” ſubſi- 
ſtence, or asa.divertiſement, and ſparingly, 
or in order to thoſe great Ends. Thoſe were 
2 buſineſs, theſe only the the parergs of my 
ike. . 3 


Io. Touching th Creatures, and the uſe of 


them, and the Dominion over them. 


|, Thave eſteemed them as thine in Proprie- 
ty: thou haſt committed unto me the ule, 
and a {nbordinate Dominion over-them's 
» yet Iever eſteemed my ſelf an Accourtant 
to Thee for-them , na therefore I have:re- 
ceived them with Thankfulne(s yato Thee, 
= ect Leng Sethet Gan BecVVed 
rth'yielded me a of Corn;op 

other Fruits ; when Flocks dereaken z when 
my honeſt labours — me in a plentiful 
or convenient fupply, I looked upto Thee as 
the Giver,  rothy Providence and Bleſſings, 
as the original of all my increaſe ; Ididnot 
lacrifice to my own Net, or Induſtry:, 'or 
Prudence, 
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Prudence, but I received all, as the 

ay yr enero plannnny;p <oy oa, we 
ve pery =p ns | 6 rain of Carn thatT 
ſowed as buried and 


L . 


100 would have been but ſtalk 


and ftiraw , .untels thou-hadft jncrealed it , .. * 


————_” x band and induſtry but 
impotent, unlels thou hadft blefled it ; for 
iris thy bleſſing that maketh Rich, and it is 
Thouthar givelt power to get wealth, Prov. 
10.22.Demt.$.18. . 


2. Ieſteemed it my duty to make a Re- 


turn of this my acknowledgment, by giving 
three the tribute-of my increaſe in the main- 
tenance of thy Miniſters;'and the relief of the 
Poor, and1 eſteemed the Practice enjoyned 


tothy ancient —_— giving the Tenth of 
futhci | 


their Increaſe, a ent not only Warrant, 
but-Inftruction to 'me under the Goſpel , to 


__ dothelike; 


- 3- Thayenot only lookedupon thy Blef- 
fmgs and Bounty, un leading me thy own 
Creatures for my ufe, but I have ſought un- 
to'thee for a Bleſfing ”u them in my uſe 
of them. I did very well obſerve, that there 
is by my fin a in the very Creatures 
that 1 receive,unleſs thy bleſſing fetch it out; 
an emptineſs in them, unleſs thy Goodneſs 
fill them : though thou ſhouldeſt "give me 

| Quaales 


unle(s thy power + 
quickened and revived it ; 1 eſteemed the . 
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uailes and Manna from Heaven, yet with- 
—__ ons them, they would be- 


cofne rotren wor prere—kene merry = 
therefore I ever beg” «9 pony. bu ren 
rand 


Bleſhngs, le che 
and attribute the I Found Or was tO 
ogharys 7 buf; e fame hand that gave 


> 1-received and uſed thy Creatures as 
committed ro me under a Truft, andas a 
Steward and Accomprant for them , and 
therefore. I was always careful to uſe "them 
accordin Fi thoſe limits , and in order for 
thole- , for which thou didſt commit 
them to yet 1. With Temperance and Mo- 
deration, I did not uſe thy Creatures to 
Luxury and Exceſs, to make proviſion for 
my Lufts, with vain Glory or Oftentation, 
but for the convenient ſupport of the Exi- 
genoces of my nature and condition, _ 
at any time thy Goodneſs did indu 
uſe of them for Deli t, as well as afficy; 
I did it but farely and watchfully , 1 looked 
not upon the Wine when it - ao its colour 
in the Cup, nor gave my ſelf over, either to 
excels oft ricky | in meats or drinks; 1 
checked my ſelf ter mY in thy pre- 
ſence, and till remembred Thad thy Res: 
tures ah accompt ; and was ever care- 
ful to ayoid exceſs or intemperance, becauſe 


every 
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every exceſſiveCup or Meal was' in dariger - 


to leave me ſomewhat-1n ſ#per and arrear to 
my Lord. 2. With Mercy and Compaſſidn 
ro the Creatures themſelves, which thou haft 
put 'under my power aid diſpolal. When I 
conſidered rhe admirable powers of life and 
ſcale, which I ſaw in the Birds and Beaſts,and 
that all the men in the world could not. give 
the like Being co any thihg, nor reſtore that 
' life and ſenſe which is once taken from thems 
when conſidered how innocently and harm- 
leſly the Fowls and Fiſh, and Sheep and Oxen 
take their Food, that thou the Lord of all 
haft givett them, Ihave been apt to think 
that _— thou didft intend a more inno- 
cent kind of food roman, than ſuch as chuſt 
be taken with ſuch derrimentro thoſe livi 

part -of- thy Creation , and —_—_ thy 
wonderful Goodneſs hath ſo much indulged 
to Man-kind, as togiye- upthe lives of theſe 
Creatures for the Food of man by thy expreſs 
Commiſion, yer I ſtill d0,and.everdid think 
that there. was 4 Juſtice due from' man, ' even 
to theſe | 65.908 Creatures, that hg ſhould take 
them” ſparingly, for- Neceſſity, and nor for 
Pelight ; or if-forDehght, yet nat for Luxu- 
Ty : I have been apt to think, thatif there 
wereany more liberal uſe of Creatures far 
Delight or Variety, -it ſhould be of. Fruits, or 
eJuch other delicacies as might be had with- 


our 


out the loſs of life, 'bur however it be, this 
very conſideration hath made me very pes h 
ring and careful, not vainly ot ſuperfluouſly, 
or unneceſſarily, or prodigally to take away 
the life of thy Creatures tor feaſting and ex- 
ceſs. And the very ſame conſideration hath 
alwayes gone along with me , in reference 
. #0 the labour of thy Creatures. I have ever 
thought that there was a certain degree of 
Juſtice due from Man to the Creatures, as ' 
trom man to man, and-that an'exceffive, im- 
moderate, unſeaſonable uſe of rhe Creatures. 
labour is an Injuſtice for which he muſt ac- 
compt , to deny domeſtical Creatures their 
convenient Food ; to exact that labour from 
them, that they are not able to perform ,to 
uſe extremity or cruelty towards them 1s a 
breach of that Truſt,under which the domi- 
nion of the Creatures was committed tous, 
and.a breach of that Juſtice that is due from 
men to them: and therefore I have always ec» 
ſteemed it as part of my Duty, and . 
it hath been always my practice Pror.12.16. 
to be merciful to Beaſts, and upon 
the ſame account 1 have ever eſteemed it a 
breach of Truſt, and have accordingly de- 
clined any cruelty to any of thy Creatures, 
and as much as I might , prevented | in 
others, as @ tyranny , \mconſiſtent with = 
'T ) 
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* Truſt and Stewardſhip that thou haft com- 
mitted to me. I have abhorred thoſe (j 

that conſiſt in the torturing of the Cres: 
tures: andif cither noxious Creatures muſt 
be deſtroyed, or Creatures for Food muſt be 
taken, it hath beeamy practice to do it in 
that manner, that may be with the leaſt 
torture or cruelty to the Creature ; and I 
have ſtill thought it an unlawful thing to 


deſtroy thoſe Creatures for Recreation-lake, 


that eithey were not hurthul when they li- 
. ved, or are» not profitable when they are 
killed ; ever remembring, that thou haſt 
given us a dominion over thy Creatures, 
yet it is under a Law of Juſtice, Prudence, 
and Moderation , otherwiſe we ſhould be- 
come Tyrants, not Lords over thy Crea- 
tures : and therefore thoſe things of this 
nature, that others have practiſed as Recrea 
tions,l have avoided.as Sins. : 


£: to thoſe Habits of Mind and Kuouletge that 


1 have hador acquired ; and namely 
o Nutural Cauſes and Ef- 


” yy yn} and SClences. 


I have not eſteemed them the chieteſt or 
beſt furnixzure of my mind,” but have ac- 
compted 
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' I have always obſerved this'care : 1, That1 
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and Truth, 


* {ed 'thar 


vantage I made and found in my Application 


cured wie tur" R6K:4 ſon of «.- 
the knowle of thee and rhy I 


rift; and 
himCrucified. In the Acquirmg of them , 


might not too igally beſtow my. time 
upon them;to the prejudice of thattime and 
wu for ' the acquiring of more excellent 
ledge, and-the greater concerntments 
of my Everlaſting Happineſs. IP 
' 2. Icarried along with meinall my ftu-_ 
dies of this nature, this great defign'of im- 
proving them, and the ledg acquired 
y them;to the Honour of thy Name.andthe 
Power, 
ſo tranflated my ſecular 
into an im of divine 
; and had1 not had, and pradti- - 
fign in my acqueſts of Hamane 
Learning.Thad concluded my time mif-fpent, 
becauſe lever _ it vnworthyofa man, 
that had an Everlaſting Soul, to furniſh ir 
only with ſach ing-as either would. d 
with his Body, and ſo become unuſeful for 
his everlaſting ſtate, or that in thenext mo- 
ment after death, would be attdined with-. 
out labour or toil, in this life; 'yet this ad- 


greater diſcovery of 'ithy Wiſdom, 


learning 
knowled 


to ſecular ſtudies 


KY 


| 4438 The Actoritit of 
1. It:inlarged and habituated my tnind for 
more uleful inquiries. . '- | | 


2. Itcarried me upin a greit meaſure to + 
the ſound and grounded. knowledge of thee, 


the Firſt Cauſe of all things. . _,. . 

3. It kept me from idleneſs and-ruſt. 

4. It kept my thoughts and life often- 
times from temptations to worle. imploy- 
ments. , 

My Learning and Knowledge did. not 
hei hn my opinion of my ſelt, parts; or 
abilities ; but the more I knew, the more 
Humble I was: | 
. 1, I found it was thy Strength and Bleſ- 
ſing that enabled me toit ; that gave me un- 
derſtanding and enlarged it:I did look upon it 
asa Talent lent me,not truly acquired by me; 


2. The more I knew, the more I knew ” 


my own Ignorance. I found my {elf con- 
vinced, that there was an Ignorance in what 
- I thoughtI knew, my knowledge was þut 
imperiſe& and defeQtive, and I found an in- 


finite latitude of things which I knew not ; - 
the farther I waded into knowledge, the dee- 


per ſtill I found it, and it was with me, juſt 
as it is with a Childe that thinks, that if he 
could but come to ſuch a field, he ſhould be 
ableto touch the Hemiſphere ot the Heavens, 
but when he comes thither, he finds it as far 
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boy yes meas 'it was, if not much far- 
. ther, and could no moreattain the full and 
£xa@t knowledge of any vne fubjeR,thanthe 
hinder Wheel of, a Chariot can. over-take 
the former ; though Iknew: much of whar 
others were ignorant ; yet ftillI found there 
. was much more; whereof I was ignorant, 
than! what I knew, even in the compals of a 
_ confined om arg fubje& * 
as my, very knowledge taught me Hu- 
. Mility ia the ſenſe of my own Ignoratice, ſo 
it ;t$ught me that my Underſtanding was of 
finite and limited power. ge takes iffthings 
- by little and little, and g cally, 2. That 
#hy Wildom is unſearchable and paſt finding 
outs! 7 3, That-chy: Works, which are bur 
finite in themſe}ves, and ceceſlarily ſhort of 
that! infinite Wiſdom by - which they are 
contrived, areyer. ſo wonderful, that as the 
Wiſe-man ſaith; \o man can find out the work 
that thou makeſt from the Beginning to the End, 
3, It, If a man w ſpend his 
whole hfe 'in the ftudy of a poorFly; there 
would be (uch 4 confluence of ſo rhany won- 
derful and and difficult Exhibits in it;thatir 
would ſtill Jeave much more undiſcovered 
thaa the moſtſipgular wit ever yet attained, 


Gg 3.,lt 
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ago 


- to write Vanity.'and Vexation upon all \mny 
_—_— Sham fam and r. 

That little that I know;was not 
whhow much Labour, nor yet free trot 
much Uncertainty ; and: the great 'r2fMlitm 
which I knew con pikdrind ie I knew pace 
and inconfiderable ; and therefore 

4. I did moſt evidently — 


'the Happineſs and perfe&ion ow 
Iefus] Power, was not to be mnxquarwd—Be he 


kind of: Knowledge ; in a Knowledge thus 


ſenfibly mingled with Ignorance- inv'the, 


thin 
Dil- 
knew nor z M 


it ſeems to. know led with 'k 


led with a difficu 


oy " hrs leſnels when attained : the ' 


re Tknew, the .more I knew that Ikaew 
a the more 1 kiew, the more 
_ my mind- was to know what ir knew 


not ; my Knowlegde, did rather is my 
deſire 0 knowing, thanſatisfie it, and: the 
moſt intemperate Senſual. te utider 
Heaven was more capable 'of {atisfationby 
what it enjoyed, then - my Inte 

petite or defire was,or could be ſatisfied with 
the things I knew , bur the inl 
Es 
inlarge amplifig t and te 
I had to Rs, ſo that what Job's return 
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ies in their Oppoſi- 
tions, Conju 7? When "onee* 
the Immortal Th flown through the 
ſtories 6f 1 in one moment alf 


ens 
theſe will gow,  ditinatly, early; and 
evidently , which here are Ri be cot- 


Es and opinions gained by long readipg 
piToey | 


oy conſiderations, 1 concluded: 

Op bay To al Power, ; and the eftrciſe 

it in this Ie, Lie Mn for a more 
ſure, and Fa corbalt ulefu 
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"uh Good Steward,” 


thelame name :;only the Jaugs is © me 
the worſe,becaule it was of the more pub! 
and general cqncernment;yer becaule 1 _— 
obſerved egy cy ens frac 
y 1n publique. irs, are lomerimes 


temptations of mi ing -£00 _ 
a: her prudence, and then to miſcall'ir 


Belly, I havt; «mm may be, avoided 
ſuch temptations; and if I bays met weth 
them, I have refolvedly rejeRed- phe. 

' T have alwayes obſerved,that, Honeſty, and 
plain-dealing in tranſactions, as well pub- 
Jiqueas privare,is che beſt and (oundgſt Pru- 
dence and Policy,and commonly at.the long- 
\ ——_— — Craft and Sub- | 
tilty, for the Deccived and De- Job 12-16. 
ceiver aretKineg and thou artpri- 
vy tothe Subrilty of the one,apd the Simpli- 
city 'of the other, andas thou, the great Mo- 
derator and Obſerver of meg, doit difpenic 
luccels and diſappointments 4cgordingly. 

As Humane Prydence is abuſed,if m Ned 
with Falfity and Deceit, though the Kao be 
' never {0 goody ſo it is much, more imbaſcd, 
if dire&ed to: _—_——_—_ to the diſhonour of | 
thy Name, the hy Wor of thy thy People , 5 
the-corrupting af-thy Worſhip or Truth, or - 
to execute any! ;njuſh ice towards any per- 
ſon: Ter > ns as motto C1 
_ the A -ncither-in the End © che 
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ion 


and ſupportof thy Truth, in theuphol 

of thy faithful Miniſters, in countermining, 
ew. | and diſappointing the defi 
of evil and treacherous men; '1n delivering 
che Oppreſſed, in righting-th& Injured, in 
FMevention of Wars and Diſcords , in pre- 
ſerving the Publique Peace and Tranquility 


of the people where I live, in faithful advi- | 


ſing of my Prince, and in all rhoſe Offices 
incumbent upon me by thy Providence, un- 
der every»relation. | 
When my -End was moſt unqueſtionably 
good, Ieverthen zook moſt heed that the 
Means' were ſuitable and juſtifible. 1. Be- 
cauſe the betrer the End was, the more ea- 
ſily we are couſened into the uſe of ill Means 
to effect it , we are too aptto'dilpenſe with 
our ſelves in the pratice of what is amiſs, in 
order to the accompliſhing of an End that is 
good , weareapt, while with great inten- 
10 of mind; we gaze upon the End, 
care what courſe we be, lo' as we attain 
;:, and are apt td think ghar God will dil. 
penſe with, or-at-Faſt,overJook . the -miſ* 
carriage in ourattempts, ifithe End be good: 
2. Becauſe many times, if not mot titres, 
thy Name and Honour do angre fuffer-by 


attempting 
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or b Arc. | 
bins, ;evey, arpulines, vow! Ae a5H! int- 
mediately, as a Good, bark Taree 6 bur 
every thing Dabrgyel 
Nt 


thee in it;,, 
thy Honour: is — [P90 it 3, 20d 
 blemiſhthat-1scaſt ard ho Fi in Ng: one 
ſure caft upon thee , *and 
dal, and Infamy, and Ugline Pong inthe ; 
negates oy lope ok 
parage it ,an Me ; 
. diſhonours thee , to Rob fox Bur ge Sa 
art to Lye for God, pe greazen Silemmonre . 


have known, ſome. ie met, Fa if a man il 
Obſerve his own heart, he ;will Sees wil 

alſo, unleſs it be ftrialy Jenied,) el 
give God the Glory of Yi ſucceſs 0 
eaterptize;'-þoe. yer with .a king” of - er 
mo__ 0 ſomewhat of C2 Sg 7; 
vw - 
ops $20 0G wil} ke get d hears 6. 
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with a kind dy wang rkry on yt 
doing ' ſo : bus 1 have given thee the Glory 
of it the account of my very Judg- 
ment; that it is due, - and due only'to the. 

I do know that that Prudencethar I have, 
comes from Thee ; -and Ido know'thar it is 
Thy -Providentual 'ordering -of occurrences 
thar makes prudential delj jo0ns ſucceſs- 
fol ;' 1d more 'is due unto thy ordering , 
diſpvmg firting, rimeing, dire@ing of. all 

- in leemin _ than there is to that 
inltrians- Connk by which it is'aRed, or 

| ſeeit$to'be ated;the leaſt whereof , if not 
marſhilled by hy hand, would have ſhatre-- 

* red'und- broken the Counſel to a thouſind 
pieces: Thov giveſt the advice by thy Wil- 
dom, and ſecondeſt it by thy Providence; 
thou dealeſt by us as we do by our Children, 
when we ſer them to lift a heavy ſtaff, pr a 
weight, and we lift with then; we 
again are too like thoſe Children rhat think 
we move the weight, when we move not a 


grain of it. 
73: Concerning the gift of Eldcution. 


1 have ever pſed that gift whll Humility, 
\Not thereby ing applauſe ro my ſelf, or 
owning it, beczuſe Pride and Oftentation 
ja this gift would be apes: on Ae": 
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i the" exattiple of Herod, AQ. 12, © 
Wy Truth; 1 never uſed the advan-' 


of 1 Flocurion,.cither to mantain 2 
ad; X toabuſe credulicy into's fooliſh* © * 
opinion of perfiafion; |. * IS + 
(3: "PRE Integrity {1 never uſed the ad- 
apt of Zloquence of Rhetorick to deceive 
* or to conſen rhem into-any thing. 
heart always -went | along with m 
topgue » and if I uſed intention of Peech 
_ any occafion, it was upon'an intehtion 
of convidtion in my ſelf, of rherrurh, nece(- 
(ry, ufe! {s, and fitneſs of wharf 'Y 
| fwaded :' If my Judgment was doubrful or 


uticertain, fo was my Speech. I never yfed 
Elochrion, or i 7 (rawiek to invite 
any to that 'which in my own judginent I 
| datbt&d, or doubred whether ir wete fit or 
ſeaſonghle, all circumſtances conſidered, 1 
never uſed toy Elocurion to give credit to an 
ill cauſe; to juſtifie that” which deſerved 
blame; to'Juſtifie the. Wicked, or to con- 
detna' the ighteous, 'to make any "thing 

- zppear more-pecious or enormous than 1t 
deſerved. I never thought my Pfofeffion 
ſhould ein neceſſitate 4 man to ule hi 
Eloquence by extenuations, or aggravations 
jr iy thing worle or better than it 

. deſerves, 


- 
# * © © . 


Lackes the uſe of that ability w4sm 
and that it was Fob me r= ors yin 


that, and I ſpared not the beſt of my ability 


ſenſe and-convidtion of what. the, rtongue ex- 


preſſeth,, and then, and nor. till then, Elocu-, 
tion hath its life and. energy. / I eſteemed 


theſe caſes beſt deſerving my Elocutian ; and 
in theſe I was warm and earneſt ; the ſexting 
forth of thy, Glory ; the aſſerting; of thy 
Truth,” the detedtion and conviction of Er- 
rors;, the. clearing of the Innocent the ag- 
gravating of Sins, Oppreſſions, and. 
and though I was. careful that Idid not ex- 
ceed the bounds of truth,or due mdderati 


yet I ever thought that theſe werethe ſear 
fons for which that Talenc was given me,and + 


accordingly Limployed it. 5 +... 
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| 1, In general : I looked upon my Body 
bur as the Inftrumenr, the / chan Frins, 
'and not fo much givgnfor its'own” 
to be an mes exerciſe of m 


perfe& it [if ; and 1 
ot it o 
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wealth and Power, the Patyeyt of all 
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' but the-miniſter add ſlave of my Body j/and 
was tained and emaſculated by 
and dominion_of my*Body, and therLufts 
/ and ſteams of Tohcupiſcence that-did irife 
| mn met bryan fireman 
was thus 'carried, my Happineſs . 
ly in this life; Whey, __ or 
| or Dearh ſhould ſeize net ler 
Immofil Soul that 
in this world , Tonk 
baſed arid putrified by i] 
and that thevery 
incorporated and d 
and could oy Sing 
mortality '#hd Diſzppoinements errornt 
* ment, and conſequently could: 
Eternity, nothing bur Vexation- and 'Diffa- 


tisfaction, and everlaſting Upon 
all theſe-:confideratibns ,-I reſolved wad 


"grace Severity , over this - pn, 


fa 
| dev innces ns, 
them in awe andunderdiſci 
beemie ound thar | 
y pety Ymperious, * — 
_ *ourioſityand, plenty of Meats, and 
by Bafe end 1dienefs, tfabdued chem b 
derate Diet and —_- by hard La- 
bour ohm: me NY 
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464 The Actounrgf 
body. te that ftate and” order atne it; 
that it-»might be in ſubjecion , /andi nor in 
dominion , might ferve and not irale, Ide- 
tite, .a wanton Eye, a vain wiſh;. a Worldly 


deſire; '\ My Table: was paring to my-lelf, 
my Cloaths plain; my. Rerinye- and. Atren- 
dance' but neceſſary: I chaſed; away my 
Luſt; -wath the rigs = of the Pre- 
ſenceof God, the end of Chriſt's ;Sufteriogs 
the; certainty, yer uncertainty of Death, 
Stateafter Death, and mingled: all: my En- 
joyments 'and Defires'with theſe ſerious'and 
cleanſing conſiderations ; and>&-perempto- 
rily-refulcd, to gratifie the criivings- of an- 


i unate, inordiflate,, ſenſual Apperite;, * 


did: reſolutely, let-rhem/ know: , they 
ſhou}d.-not , might: not expeR-any' betrer 


rnd by .evidac Bupgienc, th 

"$6 y | eviderit Experience, that 

it isthe greateſt *difieulty thar; cart be, for a 

man in. a good condition to give: himſelf 

leave 404hunk it may! be Hp _ 

1s «vanity that es Heath, 

; we cain ſcarce om ſelyes: that we”. 

ſhall ever: be Sick ori Dye: We' cannot: 

on 'anether eſtimate of our condition than 

- we do at preſent injoy, eſpecially: if it_be-- 
. | pleaſing 
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dealing/from me, and; my. praticg was ac- | 
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the Good Steward: 465, 
pleaſing and delightful. To 'wean my ſelf 
ay ous. of mind, alehough it 
hath pleaſed thee'to give me a ſtrong and 
healthy coriſtitution, yet I often put my 
ſelf into the imagination and ſuppoſition of 
Sicknels, thoughts of my Mortality, ab{tra&- 
ed my ſelf from my preſent-condition of 
Life and Health, and pre-apprehended Sick- 
neſs, Diſeaſes,old Age, Infirmity and Death ; 
and by this means broke and ſcattered my 
confidence of long Lite, continued Healrh, 
and took up thoughts becoming a Sick, In- 
firm, or —_ man , conſidered how my 
Accounts ſtood, if God ſhould pleaſe to call 
me away,how I could alienate my mind from 
the World ; what Patience I had to bear 
Pain and Weakneſs, and Sickneſs, - In my 
moſt intire and firmeſt Health, it was my 
care ſo to.order my Life and Actions, as if the 
next hour might diſpoil me of my.Life and 
Health too, I did got, durſt not allow my 
ſelf 1nany conſiderate praQtice of any known 
fin, in procraſtination of my Repentance , 
in a toleration» of Paſſions, upon, a ſuppoſi- 
tion of a continuance of Life, or of an un- 
ſhaken Health , but ſtill caſt with my ſelf, 
Would I do thus were the firmneſs of my 
Health, or the thred of my Life to be broken 


| off the next hour? my firm and ſtrong con- 


ſtitution made me neither Proud nor Pre- 
H h ſumptuous, 
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{ampruous, bur the frequent interpoſitions 
of the thoughts of my change keptme Hum- 
ble and Warchful. | 

4. la reference to my Healrh, I alwaies 
avoided theſe two extreams: 1531 never 
made it my Idol, I declined not the due im- 
ployment of my Body in the works of Chari- 
ty or Neceſlity, or my ordinary Calling, out 
of a vain fear of injuring my Health , for 1 
reckoned my Health given me in order to 
theſe imployments; and as he is over-cu- 
rious that will not put on his Cloaths for fear 
of wearing themout, or uſe his Ax in his 
' proper imployment, for fear of hurting it ; 
{o he gives but an ill account of a healthy 
body that durſt not imploy it in an imploy- 
ment proper for him, for fear of hurting his 
health. 2. Inever was vainly prodigal of 
it, but careful in a Gue manner to preſerve 
it ; I would decline places of infe&ion, if 1 
had naneceſlary Calling that brought me to 
them , unneceſſary Journeys , expoſing my 
body gratis to unnecellary dangers,eſpecially 
Intemperance in Eating or Drinking. 


5. I eſteemed Strength, and Beawty, and 


Comlinels of Body thy Bleſſing, an invitati- 
on to Thankfalaes; I efteemed it to carry 
withita ſecret admonition to bear a pro- 
portionable Mind and Life to a comely or 
beautiful body , and Tlook't upon a —_” 
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the'Gvod Steward. - 
ful countenance, as a juſt reprehenſion of 
deformed or ugly Life .or d 
never found in it matter of 
Glory. 1. Becauſe it js thy Gift, and not my 
own Acquiſition. 2. Becauſea ſmall matter 


- quite ſpoils it z afall, ora diſeaſe ſpoiles the 


reateſt ſtrength ; a Humour in the face, a 

heume in the eyeza Palſie, or the Small Pox, 
ruines the greateſt Beauty ; or if none of 
theſe 'happen, yet either old Age, or Death, 
turns all iato Weakneſs, Deformity or Rot 
tennels, I learn therefore in the Enjoy- 
ments of theſe Bleſſings to enjoy them with 
Humility and Thanktulneſs , in the Loſs of 
them, to looſe them with Patience and Con- 
tentednels, for I acknowledge thy hand both 
in the Gift and in the Loſs. I looked upon 
them as Flowers of the Spring, pleaſing to 
the eye, but of ſhort continuance, the caſu- 
ality of an unruly wigd, an unſeaſonable 
froſt, a Worm orFly mifjht intercept their 
natural courſe of continuance ; but the 
thar eſcaped beſt an Autumn or Winter,wi 
infallibly over-rakeand deſtroy them; 


; 15. Concerning my Wealth and temporal 
ſubſſtente. 


t. 1 eſteemed theſe acquiſitiotis rather - 
the effects of thy Providence and Bleſſing, 
H h 2 thao 


468 - The Account of ' 
than of my Power or Induſtry, for if inſtru- 
mentally my Induſtry acquired them, yet 
that very induſtry is thy 'gift , it is thou 
that givelt me power to get wealth, Again, 
2. Though my Induſtry and Dexterity to 
et wealth, were never ſo great, yec a ſmall 
interpoſition, either of thy Providence gr 
Permiſſion might ſoon dilappoint. and fru- 
ſtrate all that Dexterity or Induſtry : a 
Thief, or a Storm, or a Fire; or a Leak, or 
che diſcompolure of the Times, or a prodigal 
Wife or Son, or an unfairhful Servant, ora 
long Sickneſs, or a Misfortune in others 
whom I cruſt,or a flaw in a Title, or a word 
mil-interpreted, or a thouſand other emer- 
. gencies may in a little ſpace ruine the pro- 
duct of many years labour and care. When 
T have looked upon a Spiders framing his 
Web with a great deal of curiolity and care, 
and after his induſtry of many days, the 
Maid with the Brovth, at one bruſh, ſpoils 
all, or when I have ſeen a Republick of 
Piſmires with great eircumſpection chooſing 
the ſcat of their Reſidence, and every one 
carrying his Egg and Proviſions to their 
common Store-houſe , and the Boy with a 
ſtick ſtirring it all abroad, or a Hen or Par- 
ridge (cattering it all a ſunder, ſo that ina 
\|jtcle moment, all the labour of thoſe poor 
innocent Creatures is diſappointed , It hath 
often 


the Good Steward, 46g © © 
often put mein mind, how eafily and ſud: | 
denly the colle&ion- of many years may be 
diſſipated, and the Experience of thele [ar- 
rer times giv? ſadand plentiful inſtances of 
It, 3. But if none of all thele viſible emer- 
gencies happen, yet it is moſt plain, that 
without thy ſecrer Bleſſing upon honeſt and 
commendable induſty, it proves unſuccels- 
ful to that end. I have known in my own 
obſervations oftentimes two men equally 
Induſtrious, Sober, Watchful of opportunt- 
ties, Sparing, yet one gets up in the World, 
the.other goes backwards ; and neither they 
norI could poſſibly attribute it to any other 
cauſe bur rhis, thou didſt bleſs the labour of 
the one, and blow upon the labour of the 
other. And uponall theſe confiderations I 
learned in the . midſt of all my affluence 
notto ſacrifice tomy own Net, nor toſay 
in my heart, my Might, and the power of 
my hands have gotten me this wealth , but 
I did remember the Lord my God, for it is 
hethat gave me Power to get Wealth, Devr. 
8. 17. | 
2: I did not meaſure thy Favour to me, 
or the Goodneſs or Safety of my own con- 
dition by my Wealth and Plenty, tor I 
tound that rhoſe Externals were either in- 
differently diſpenſed to the Good and Bad, 
or if there were any odds, the advantage of 
Hhz Extcr- 
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479 The Accouiit of 
Externals ſeemed to be to thoſe, whoſe por- 
tion we might probably. conjecture was only 
inthis life. My Wealth and Plenty there- 
fore rather made me the moreFealous of my 
condition, than ſecure in it:: It made me 
ſearch and examine my condition the more 
ſtrictly and carefully , and when upon the 
reſult, I tound my Sincerity and Upright- 
neſs of Heart, though I with all thankful. 
neſs acknowledge thy Goodnels 10 giving me 
Externals, yet Ioften begg of thee that my 
portion might not be in this life only ; that 
as thou gaveſt me Wealth, {o zhou wouldeſt 
give. and increaſe thy Grace in my heart ; 
that though I could wiſh the countinance of 
any External advantages as an opportunity 
to do the more good, yet if it were incon- 
ſiſtent with my everlaſting intereſt,my great 
expectation in the life ro come, I ſhould 
chooſe to be without the former rather than 
loſe the latrer,-and Imade it my choicera- 
ther to be poor here, and rich in the life to 
come, than to be rich here, and loſt in the 
liſe to come. 

2. And upon the fame conſideration, I 
judged my ſelf never the better Man nor the 
better Chriſtian , for having much of theſe 
worldly ——_ I looked upon them 
as External and adventitious advantages that 
had no ingredience at all into my Soul, wh 
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leſs poſſibly for the worle. I found a-man 

ight be Rich or Honourable, in reſpe& of 
his Birth or Place, and yet a Fool, a Glut- 
ton, Luxuriqus, Vain, Imperious, Covetous, 
Proud, and in all probability the more ob- 
noxious to theſe diftempers by his wealth or 
greatneſs : on ghe other ſide a man might be 


' Poorand Wile,And Learning Sober, Humble, 


and poſſibly his'/poverty might in reference 
to theſe yy wk Habies be an advantage. 
My Riches and Honour therefore never 
made me fet one grain of value the more 
upon my ſelf, than if I had' been without 
them. I eſteemed it as an Inftrumeat, that 
—_—_ into a Wile, Prudent, Faithful, 
and Liberal hand, might be of uſe; but gave 
no more value to that inherent worth of the 
man, than the Ax or the Saw gives kill to 
the Carpenter. | 

4. 1 eſteemed all the Wealth and Honour 


. thatT had, butiatruſted tome by the Great 


Maſter of the world , a Talent which thou 
committeft to me as thy Steward, and upon 
account ; and this cogſideration caufed-me 
to Judge and Efteemof my Wealth, and dil- 
periſe the fame quite in another way, than is 
ordinarily done. 

1. I did noteſteem my ſelf the Richer at 
all for my multitude of Riches , 1 eſteemed 
no more given me'than what was 10 a Tea- 

Hh 4 {onable 
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1 manner proportionable to my Ne- 

ceſhicies, ro my Charge and Dependance,and 
to'the Station I had in the World , all the 
reſt I looked upon as none of mine, but my 
Maſters ; it was rather my burthen than my 
polleſſion ; the more I had, the more was 
my Care, and the greater ,ghe Charge that 
I had under my hands, and 
Solicirude to be a Faithful Sreward, of it, to 
the Honour and Uſe of my Maſter ; but my 
parr was the leaſt that was 1n it : Indeed 1 
Pojoyged in this, that my Maſter eſteemed me 
Wile and Faithful, -commitring the Diſpen- 
lation thereof to my Truſt , bur Ithoughtit 
no more mine, than the Lords Baily , or the 
Merchants Caſh-keeper thinks his Maſters 
Reats or Money his. 
* 2. And therefore thought it would be a 
breach of my Truſt to conſume or imbezil 
that wealth in Excefirve Superfluities of 
Meat, Drink, or Apparel, or in advancing 


my ſelf, or my poſterity to a maſly or huge | 


Acqueſt. | 

3- But I 'imployed that over-plus in ſup- 
port of the Miniſtry, in Relief of the Poor, 
inRedemption of Captives, in pacing Ont 
dren to School and Apprentice, in ſetting 
the Poor on work, and with ſubmiſhon to 
thy Wiſdom, I thought that this latter was 
an equal, if not a greater Charity than the 
| | INCourage- 


e more was my ' 
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inco of idle or difſolute perſons by 
liberal {upplies, becaule it kept theminthei 

way that Wiſdom and Providence hathide 
fgned for the Children of men. 

4 And inthole Im EE of Men in 
their Labours I ſtill held this cqurie : 1. To 
allow them competent Wages. 2. Thatthe _- 
greateſt expence ſhould be rather in the La- 
bour than in the Materials, 3. That the 
- nature of the work ſhould be ſuch as might | 

bring me ina return of Profit, rather than of 
Curioſity, becauſe the Proceed might be a 
Stock for. farther Charity or Publique:Ad- 
vantage. But rather then the Poor ſhould 
want imployment and ſubſiftance, I thought 
it allowable to imploy them in ſuch 'La- 
bours as —__ ield them a lawful profit, . 
though it yi Me only a lawtul Content- 
ment ; as in Building, Planting, and the like 
honeſt, though. nor a S——_ profitable.im- 
ployments, in all which, my principal De- 
ſign was the ſupport of others, and my own 
cantentation was only a concomitant of it ; 
and I thought ſuch an unprofitable Content- 


ment lawtully-'acquired, when it was-at-_ 
tained by the honeſt Labour and convenient 
profit of thoſe that I imployed. 5. And by 
this conſideration, I kept my heart from ma» 
king my Wealth, either my Confidence or 
my -Treaſures , I kept a looſe affection to- 

| | wards 
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wards it ; If T had it, 1 eſteemed it as thy | 
= 9p nr my account and care, | 
if Tloſt it without my own folly or faulr, 1 

looked upon that loſs as a di e of 
much of my accounts and charge ;1 the 
leſs to anſwer for. 

5. Teſteemed:my wealth, 1. As uncertain 
to continue with me, for it hath its»wio 
and might take its flight, when I lttle 
thought of it. 2. As that which I muſt 
leave when I dye.. 3. As not uſeful after 
death for any purpoſe whatſoever unto me. 
4. As that which makes me obnoxious to 
Envy and Rapine, while I live. 5. As Un- 
uſeful at all, but when it is going away, viz. 
in the Expence of it. 6. As a great tempta- 
 rion'to Pride, Vanity, Inſolence and Luxu- 
ry: And upon all theſe and many more 
conſiderations, Lever thought -it too low to 
{er-my Heart upon it; and too weak to place 
any Confidencein it. When Ihadit there- 
fore, I received it Thankfully, uſed it Soberly 
and Faithfully ; when I loſt it, I loſt it Pa- 
ticatly and Contentedly. | . 

2. Inas much as my wealth z ſpecie, muſt 
be left when dye, and I could not pofſi- 
bly carry that luggage into the other World, 
and if Icould, it would not be of uſe there, 
I endeavoured foto order and husband it , 
that I might receive it, though not in kind, 
yet 


the Good Steward. 
yet by way of e e after - 
death ; and. becauſe 1 in 
thy Word,that he that giveth to 
the Poor, lendeth to the Lord, Pro. | 
T9. 17.'\/and he that giveth kya 19h but « 
cup of cojd water in the name of 4 Prophet, ſhould 
receive 4 Prophets Reward, Mat. 10,41. I have 
taken that courſe {© to diſpoſe this unrigh- 
teous Mammon here, that I might make the 
Godof Heaven my Debtor, not by Merit, 
but by Promiſe; -and fo I have made over 
that great wealth, that thou did{t ſend me, 
unto; the other World ; and bleſſed be thy 
condeſcention ro thy Creatures, that when . 
thou- makeſt us thy Debtors and Accoun- 
tants in this World,by thy Talent of all kinds 
thay thou delivereſt us , thou art pleaſed 
upon the Performance of our Duty 1n that 
Truſt, to make thy ſelf a Debtor to th 
Creature by a Promiſe of an Everlaſting 
Reward. 


16, 7 owching So Eminence of Place or Power 
in this World, this is my Accomp. 

I. I never ſought or defired it, and that 
upon theſe reaſons: 1, Becauſe I cafily ſaw 
that it was rather a Burthen than'a Privi- 
ledge, . it made my Charge and my Ac- 
compts the greater, my Contentment _ 

e 


475 


476 The Account of: 
Reſt the leſs, 1 found enough init, tomake 
me decline it in reſpe&t of my ſ&f, but not 
any thing that could invite me ro-ſerk-or de- 
fire it, 2. That External Glory and Splen- 
dor that attended ir, Ieſteemed as Vain and 
Frivolous in it (elf, a bait to allure Vain and 
Inconſiderate perſons to afte& and delight, 
not ' valuable —_ to invite a Conhide- 


Tate Judgment todeſire or underrake-it. I 


eſteemed them as the Gilt that covers a'bit- 
ter Pill, and1 looked through this dreſs and 
outſide, and cafily ſaw that it covered a 
State obnoxious to Danger, Solicitude; Care, 
Trouble}, Envy,- Diſcontent , Unquietnels , 
Tempration and Vexation, TI eſteemed (it) 
a condition, which if there were any diſtem- 
per abroad, they wouldinfallibly be hunting 
and puſhing at it ; and if it found any cor- 
ruptions within, either of Pride, Vain Glory, 
In{olence; Vindicivenels.,or the like;it'would 
be ſure todraw them out and ſet them to 
work, which if rhey prevailed, it made my 
Power and Greatneſs not only. my Burthen, 
but my Sin ; if they prevailed not, - yet 1t 
required a moſt Watchful Afſiduous,, and 
Severe Vigilant Labour and Induſtry to ſup- 

preſs them. ' = 
2. When Indertook any Place of Power 
or Eminence, firſtI looked to my Call there- 
ugto, to be ſuch as I might dilcera to _ 
ally 
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Call, not my own Ambition. 2. That the 
Place were fuch as might be anſwered by 
ſuitable Abilities in' fome meaſure: to; per- 
form. 3. That my End in it Might nor be 
the fatistaction of any Pride, Ambition , or 
Vanity in: my ſelf, but to ſerve thy Provi- 
dence and my Generation honeſtly and faith- 
fully. 1n all which,my undertaking wasnot 
an at of my Choice, but of my Duty. * 
3. In the Holding or Exerciſing of theſe 
. Places, 1. I kept my heart humble, I valued 
not my felt one ruſh the more for it. 1. Be- 
cauſe I eaſily. found tbat that baſe afte&tion 
of Pride, which commonly is the Fly that 
haunts ſuch imploynmients, would render me 
diſhonourable to thy Majeſty, and diſler- 
viceable in the imployment. 2. Becauſe I 
eaſily ſaw Great Places were vli Pla- 
ces, the mark of Envy. It was thercetore al: 
waies my care ({o to behave my ſelf init, as 
I might be in a capacity to leave it; andio to 
leaveit, as that when 1 had left it, I might 
ave no (cars or blemiſhes ſtick upon me. I 
carried therefore the ſame evennels of tem- 
per in the holding it, as might become me if 
I were without it. 3. I found enough in 
Great Imployments, to make me ſenſible of 
the Danger, Troubles,and Cares of it;enough 
to make me Humble, but not enough to make 
me Proud and Haughty. 


4. I 


XUM 


"Jp ; 
478 The Atcount off. 

- 4- Lnever made uſe of my Power or Great- 
nes __ my own Turns, 4—— ro 

Ri or to opprels my ur,orto 

Revengs fojuries, or to Uphold or bolſter 
out Injuftice , for though others thought me 
Great, I knew my ſelf tobe ſtill the ſame, 
and in all things, beſides the due execution 
of my place, my depqFrment was juſt the 
ſame, as if Thad beenno ſuch man, for firſt, 
I knew that I was but thy Steward and Mi- 


niſter, and placed there to ſerve thee and - 


thoſe Eads which thou propoſed in m 
r——_ ,' and not to ſerve my ſelt, much 
efs my Paſſions or Corruptions. And fur- 
ther, I very well and practically knew, that 
Place, and Honour, and Preterment, are 
things Extrinſecal, and have no ingredience 
intothe Man : his value and eſtimate before, 
and under, and after his Greatnels, is ſtill the 
ſame in it ſelf, as the Counter that now 
ſtands-for a penny, anon for fix pence, anon 
for twelve pence, is ſtill the ſame Counter, 
though his place and extrinſecal denomina- 
tion b changed. 

5. I improved the opportunity of my 
Place, Eminence,and Greatneſs to ſerve Thee 
and my Country init, with all Vigilance, 
Diligence and Fidelity. I proteRed, coun- 
tenanced, and encouraged thy Worſhip, 
Name, Day, People. -I did fairhfully Execute 
Juſtice 
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the Good Steward. 459 
Juſtice according to that Station T had, I 
Reſcued the ed from the Cruelty, 
Malice, and Inſolence of their Oppreſlors ; 
I cleared the Innocent from unjuſt Calum- 
nies and Reproaches, I'was inſtrumental to 
place, thoſe in Offices, Places, and Imploy- 
ments of truſt and conſequence, that were 
Honeſt and Faithful; I removed thoſe that 
were Diſhoneſt, Irreligious, Falle or Unjuſt ; 
.I did diſcountenance, and as they juſtly fell 
under yhe Verge of the Law, I puniſhed Pro- 
Phane, Turbulent, Artheiſtical , Licentious 
perſons, My Greatneſs was a ſhelter to Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, and a terror to Vice and 
Irreligion ; I interpoſed to cool the ferocity 
and violence of others againſt good men,u 
on miſtake or ſlight, and inconfidertble-dit- 
ferences: In ſum, I fo uſed my Place and 
Greatneſs,and fo carried my ſelf in all things, 
asif all the while I had ſeen thee the great 
Maſter of all the Families in Heaven and 
Earth ſtanding by me. I often conſulted my 
Inſtructions, by written Word, and the im- 
partial Anſwers of my Conſcience , and I 
ſtrictly perſued it ; and when I found m 
ſelf at any time ata loſs,by reaſon of the dit- 
ficulty and perplexity of emgrgencies, I did 
in an eſpecial manner apply my ſelf unto 
Thee for Adviſe and Direction, 


p 7. Touching | 


I7. Tonching my Repurarioa and Credit. 


1. I never attected the Reputation of bei 
Rich,Great, Crafty, Politick ; butI cent 
much a deſerved reputation of Juſtice, Ho- 
neſty, Integrity, Virtue, and Piety. 

2. I never thought that Reputation was 
thething primarily to be looked after in the 
exerciſe of Virtue , for that were to aftet , 
the ſubſtance for the ſake of the ſhadow , 
which had been a kind of levity and impo? 
tence of mind ; butIlooked at Virtue and 
the worth of it, as that which was the firſt 
deſireable,and Reputation as a hand:ome and 
uſeful acceſſion to it, 

3. The Reputation of Juſtice and Honeſty 
I was alwaies careful to keep untainted upon 
theſe grounds: 1. Becauſe a blemiſhin my 
Reputation would be diſhonourable to thee. 
2. It would be an abuſe of a Talent which 
thou hadſt committed to me. 3. It would 
be a weakening of an inſtrument which 
thou hadſt put into my hands, upon the 
ſtrength whereof, much good might be done 
by me. 

4. I found both in my ſelf and others a 
Good Reputation had theſe two Great d- 
vantages 1N it:* 1, In reſpe& of the party 
that had it, it was a handſome Incentive to 
to 


newhat to the-care and jealou- 
not raſhly to loſe it.* The 
of Virtue , though / it. far 


g value of that Reputation. that 
its Yer it is more Platonick and 
SP and bath not alwaics that impreſ- 
upon:us;, asthe lenle of our Reputation 
3d Lalwaies looked upon-; it as no 
Fans. oh thy Wiſdom 1n Governing 6 
Cna/a kind .of external Splendor | 
Ot to Goodnels and Virtues which 
and is a means to prelerve the 
ther, as.the Shell or -Husk-to preſerve: a 
L..-4. Jn reſpe& of others, becauſe it - 
anallurement, to the ractice of that 
Vito artends;and O glivesaman 
gpportunity and .Streagth £0+exer- 
ie any, worthy Good actionsfor the 
of ot A mgn.of 2 deſerved Re- 
putation o bnak often-times. an opportunity + 
ro doxhax, good which another wants, and 
+ ooo with mare lecurity and ſuc- 


putation, and I ſtill watch- 
as Peſts zad Caakers, 
Ii 1. Pride 


« Theſe, To | KEW" found 


1. Pride and Vaitr-glory'y T « this as 
that which would ipoil and defie&”nbt only 
my Soul, but even that very Repritariore 
which Thad acquired. There is ithing 
{oonef undoes Reputation, than'the* Pr 
and Vain-glory that ' a man > 
2. Idleneſs and Remiſneſs, when” 


| man be- 
gins to think that he hath ſuch «ſtock there- 
of, that he may now fit ſtill, arid with the 
Rich man in the Goſpet;-pleaſe himſelf _ 
he hath enough laid 'up for many'years,' 
therefore” he at once ſtarves both his /Govod- 
neſs and Reputation, ' 3. A daring to' ad- 
venture upon ſorhie very ill a&ion , upon # 
ſecrer and deceitful confidenee (in his Repu: 
tation, thinking now he hath acquired ſuch 
a ſtock of Reputation, that he - may with 
ſecrecy and ſafety, and facceſs, adventure 
upon any thing, in confidence thar his Re- 
putation will bear him out. '4i'A manof 
great Reputation ſhall be ſure'by rhoſe- in 
Power, to be put upon actions that\ma 
ſerve Turn, this is the Devil's Skill; for xf 
he carry it out uponthe ftrength*of his Re- 
putation,the Devil makes the-very reſult of 
Virtue and Worth the inſtrument of Injuftice 
and Villany ; but if he miſcarry, the Devil 
hat-gothis end upott him, in that Ig hath 
blaſted him,and wounded thy Horiont which 
(uffters- id his diſ-reputation./*'5;-Ar "great 
Reputa- 
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- Reputation; and the 'ſenle of it, and Et - 
in ir, it is apt toput 4 mah upont afly Shifts; ' 

*. though coals unhandſome to ſupport' ir. 
6, It|\makes a {man often-times overitime- 
rous in doing that whith is Good and Juſt; 
leſt he ſhould ſuffer in his Repuration- with 
ſome party, whoſe concernmerit may ly&in/ 
It; f- It is+apt to make'a man impatient of 
afly the leaſt blemiſh that may be cauſelefly 
caſt upon him;and to ſink underie. | Amar 
of a greav Reputation, dnd (who) ſets His: 
hearrupon ir, is deſperately. ſeffible of atty: 
thing that may wound it;- Therefore,” 7 
6. Though I have loved my Reputation;' 
and have been vigilant not to loſs or impair > 
it by my own Yetault or negle&, yet I haye - 
looked upon it as a brittle thing, a thing 
that the Devil aims to hit 1n a (ſpecial man- 
ner, a thing that is much in the power of a 
falſe report, a miſtake, a miſ-apprehenfion 
to wound and hurt, notwithſtanding all 
my care, Iamat the mercy of others, with- 
out God's wonderful over-ruling Provi- 
dence. And as my Reputation 1s. the eſteem 
that othershave of me, ſo that Eſteem may 
be blemiſhed without my default. TI have 
therefore always taken this Care, not to ſet 
my Heart upon my a 9g [ will uſe 
all Fidelity and Honeſty, and take care ir 
ſhall not be loſt by any defaultof mine ; and 
Iiz if 
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A: » il 
if aotwichſtanding, all this, my Repuration. 
be-foiled by evil, or envious Menor Angels, 
I wilk patiently bear it, andcontent my (elf 
with the Serenity of my own Conlcience, 
File. fuiorus ahenins eſto. 
\'7../When thy Honour, orthe good of my 
Country was concerned, T thea thought it 
was a (caſonable time to lay out my Reputa- 
tion for the advantage of either, and toat 
it; and by, and upon it to the higheſt, in the 
oh of all lawful Means , and upon luch an 
occaſion the Councel of Mordeeal to Heſther 
was my incouragement , Heſther 5, Who 
knoweth whether God hath ven thee this 
Reputation and Eſteem for uch a time as 
this ? | 
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DIRECTIONS 


Touching the keeping of the!” | 

Lords Day 
Ws 4: | SF 
CHILDR EN. 
Children, I: 


HenlT laft Lodged in this place,'in 
Wy Journey upto Londow, 1 ſenr 
you trom hence divers /uſtrwtions 
concerning your Speech, 'and how . you ſhould 
G manage at, and required you to take Copies - 
of it, and to dire& your praQtice according 
to it... Iforgot to inquire of you; whether 
D ou had taken Copies of it, but'I hope you 
-have., and I do againrequire you tobe care- 
ful in obſerving thoſeand my former Diretti- 
.ons given to you; ſome in Writing , and 
many:more by Word: 'of mouth. I have 
been careful that my Example might be 2 
viſible- direQion to' you.z. but if Se hath 
Ii 3 been 


- V+ 


36 Direttions for keeping 
we, of not ſo full and a-pat- 
of Four imitation, nes» pay by 
of my different condition frofn yours ; yet] 


Win octgain that thoſe Rules and DireQions, 
hich T have at ſeveral times.given you , 


both in Writing and by Word of mouth , 
10! 


been found, and wholſame, and ſea- 
le; and theretoreI do expett that you 

ou eqpmeyurs and practiſe them: and 
though your young years cannot yet per- 
chance ſee chareatn or uſe of hin. yerel 
ure-your ſelves, time and experience will 
nake you know 'the benefit of them. In 
Advice given to young People, it fares with 
* them as it doth with young Childreg that 
are taught to Read, or young School-Boys 
that lcarn their GrammerTules ; they learn 
their Letters, and then they learn to ſpell a 
Syllable; 2nd then they learn to pat together 
eas Syllables to make up a word, or they 


cara to'decline a Noun, or to form a Verb, 
all this while, they underſtand not to 
what end all this' trouble is, not what it 
neahs. ' 'But when they come to be able to 
read Engluih, or to make a piece of Latine, or 
toconſt-- 4 Larine Author, then they find 
all theſe Rudiments were very neceflary,and 
to good purpoſe ; for by this means 'they 
come to andeafingd what others have writ- 
tco, and to know what they knew and 
Mo ſe Co bt'y | -- Wrote, 
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, their own 


knowledg, and | _Juſtſo itis 
with wo people , in reſpect 7-7 eye 
and : when the Father, or the 


Miniſter, or ſome wiſe and underſtanding 
man doth. ſometimes admoniſh , ſometimes - 
chide and. reprove, ſometimes inſtruct, they 
are apt to wonder, why {o much ado, zad 
what they mean, and it 1s truubletome and 
tedious, and ſeemy impertinent ; and they 
are ready to {ay within them(cives, that the 
time were better ſpent in Riding,or Hunting, 
or Merrument, or Gaming ; but when they 
gome to riper years, then they begin to find 
that thoſe Inſtructions of the Ancient; -are 
of excellent uſe to manage the Converſatj- 
on, and to dire the Actions, and to avoid 


| Inconveniencies, and Miſchiefs, and Miſcar- 


Tiages,to which they are ſubje& without the 
Rp of theſe Counlſels. And therefore it 
hath been »vy praftice to give you line upon 
line, and precept upon 'precept, to enable 
you to ſteer and ordex your courſe of life 
through an evil and dangerous world ; and 
to require you to be frequent is reading the 
Scriptwres with due obſervation and under- 


. Randing, which will make you wiſe forthis 


life, and that which is to come. 

Iam now come well to A from whence 1 
wrote to you my former Inſtructions, con- 
I' 14 cerning 


488'- Diretfinvoſ 
cerning your Words nd Speec 
now intend to write-fomethin&*ww- 


a 
$74 


of 


another Subje&, viz. your Obſervation of the 


Lords Day, commonly called Sunday 'arid: 


this I do for thele Reaſons. *'* 


;. Becauſe it hath pleaſed Godto caſt my 


lot ſo, that I am ro reſt at this place upon 
| that Day, and the confideration therefore of 
thar duty, is proper for me and fof'you ,'it 
is op#s dic in die ſuo, the work fit and -proper 
for that Day. | | 

2, Becaule Thave by long and-ſound Zx- 
perience found, that the due Obſervance of 
this Day, andof the Duties of it, have been 
of ſirigular comfort and advantage 'to- me ; 
and I doubt not but it will prove fo to you. 


God Almighty is the Lord of our time, and , 


lends it to us, and as it 1s but juſt weſhould 


conſecrate this part of that time to lim ; fo 


T' have found by a Stri& and Diligent Ob- 
ſervation, that a. due Obſervation - of the 
Duty of this Day, hath ever had joyned to 
it, a Bleſing upon the reſt of my rime,and 
the Weck that hath ' been ſo begun, hath 
been bleſſed and proſperous to me; and on 
'the other ſide, when I have been negligent 


of the Duties of this Day, the reſt of the - 


Week hath been unſucceſsful and unhappy 
to my own ſecular Imployments ; -ſo that I 
could caſily make an eſtimate of my _ 
| cs 
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your Father): a8 4much as nr Ione 
you from that'fin-which the 
F others, and the inclination , and yen] 
ratenels of youre is otherwiſe ape” to lead 
you into, L 
L ſhall theredove ſer down unto you pani- 
cularly (and: not 'in 'generals-ronly) 'zheſe 
'{ things, rx. Whatis the Reaſon and Ground 
o your Oblipocking cans of this Day. pa ener 
# things ought not to be < 
which poſſibly. may be yes Fon 
ther Day. 3-\What nA hr may. be —— up 
on this things are either 
or ena "a tob ke in ofder to the San- 
enuion'f this Da 
'» Touc the firſt of theſe; vis. the Res Xx. 
fon oft and Santtification of this © 
D935 and the Reaſons are theſe :* * * l. 
I 


Creation, upon which the: Lord refted from 
his works of Creation. 


Marth. 12; - (4. But our Saviour Chriſt, who is the | 
Sonof God, Blefled for ever, .gnd is Lord 


of the Sabbath, ing the work of' our 
Redemption. by | his Keſ#rreFion upon -the 


firſt day of the Week, and by his 42:/hon of | 


the Ghoſt miraculouſly che-firſt day of 
the' Week, and by _ OI his 
Spirit to the Apoſtles and Primitive yrch, 


PSF: 
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Math erunſlegd. the obſervation of the Se 
F yeath ES the Week to*rhe day of 
the Week,which is oup Chriftian Sabbath z 
Uthat as our Chiiftian Baptiſm ſucceeds the 
/Sacrament of Circumcifion',; and as our 
Chriſtian Paſca, inthe Sacrdinent of the Eu- 
'chariſt, ſucceeded -xA.vb ewiſh Paſſcoyer, ib 
our Chriſtian h, day of the 
lvl ſucceeds the Sabbath of: the 
*day of the week ; and that Mraliy, 
"was by ty God, under th Reba 
confined to ;Sevetth day, _ 'by the ex- 
"ample of Chriſt and his A to.us Gen- 
tiles,transferredto the firſt day of the week, 
band that which-would 'have been morally a 
- violation of the morality ofthe Foprth Com- 
\mand under the Jewiſh Sabbnly by & view 
*rion of the "morality of the Fourth 
'Command,' if dorigupon the Chriſtian Sab- 
"bath, though the trifnels,/and: ſeverity in- 
- joyned to the Jews, be not altogethet the 
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And thus' you have the Reaſonof the Obli- 
"gation upon us Chriſtians,” to obſerve the 
'Firft day of the week, becauſe by more than 
'a humane Inftitation , Car at Bo of the 
Fourth Command,Jstransferred'to "he Firſt 

div the week; bong col Cle Sab- 
| ; and fo the Fourth Commandment ,is 
"poxabrogined, but' only” the * day _—— 


"EY IEEE 


l | Y 24 4 - + hs <> ” yy v > < —_- ” , 
* | - : £ ICY "£43 he's 
-1gbo\Lord'v Day; 497 
- I ny! "7 <a 6 


fame that is now Tequired of Chriſtians. 
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and the Morality hs Commend 
cada nor 2 
5. Concerning roing the 569 » Itisce1 We, 
har what Tn whe be upon another 
ay» is much more Unlawful this; 38 


Exceſs and Intemperance, fd like Cara 
new unlawful actions. But | — 


| that may be lawfull ego 
acer ON which, may no lawfll ll 
gone n man gs - 
plays np a yp aan Ly eg but- allo 
tho 2 which areyerunixcobe dan done 
pon t 5 ays we 
-and muſt imploy our felves in our Codlarand 
ordinary Callings ; we may. uſe bodily Exer- 
cles, and Recreations, as Bowling, Shooting, 
Hunting, 'and divers other Recreations.,we 
"may ſtudy. humane. Learning: But I hold 
thele tobe not only unfit,but unlawful to be 
uſed upon this day, and therefore remember 
Moderate wall ing may thus far be uſed, 


Ghar only, asitenableth to the more chear- 


ful and lively performance of the duties of 
this day ; and therebore Lallow you towalk 
ſoberly about.half an hour after Dinner, to 
digeſt your Meat, that you be not ran 
Nor indiſpoſed.? in the Religious duties of the 
ay. Merry, but hatmleſs talking, or talki 
about ſports gr. worldly buſine(s,may be u 


agother 
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y another day, -but not x 
Let © 


| may be yh he 

' | ther days, rarer 

l\'F only ſuch Proviſions be made upon 

us may be ' for; the 

m_ ie lingo hg 

perfl hs fas tak n_ thinning Ro 
yous upon are t6 be 

avoided, as being an 'unneceffary breaking 

of tlie reſt of this day, TINS! 

Ny of it. | 


rhings mey be Awribiedavad is4 111k 
fry 7 great Latirude, 'becauſe Cir; 
cumfſtarices are many, that-domnch diver. 

ſifie the actions of men, andmiany times reti- 

der them lawfut or unlawful according' es 
thoſe varietits'of Circumſtances. ' There: 
fore I. ſhall" ſhortly ſer down thoſe- things 
that do not of themſelves directly _ 
the Santificationof this day;' A 

and foretimes muſt be 5 rs « ty 
For there were many thi were it 

ly enjoyned- to'the Jews is their  obſerva- 
tion of their Sabbath, which-were Ceremo: 
nial, and concerned only that State, and do 
not ' oblige under the Golpel, as their 
dreſſing of meat upon this day was prohi 
bired to them, but not to'us ; and many 
more things they did forbear and count 
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lawful, which in truth wetenot. dnly hob iy 
rd reproves tae Pratiſees;t | 
ho.accounted it a breach ihe ag eenh 
the Sick, or.to pluck.the cars of Corn: 
ons neceſfary relief- of Hunger: There-7 
08; ::. #10 #4; 19170 Yurlf 
... I», H/Orks of abſolute Neceſety:for Mai or 
Beaſts —_— ; Ai upon the Lords Day. 
And thole I call worksof Neceſſity, which? 


8 


cannot be done before the day.; or. after } 
without apparent danger. As for inſtance, * 
Ropping of the Breach of a-Sea-wall ; (yp-" 
porting a Hob(e, that upon a fudden tempeſt) 
or caſualty is wanyos Hay pulling our.ams 
Oxe or m Beaſt —_— Ts Pre 
venting of a Ttelpaſs,thatby:a n acCi. 
dent may. be octafioned to my Corn, -or my: 
abourss Setting. of 4: broken Bone g' 
Phykhick to remove an incumbent, or immi# 
nent Diſeaſe or Pain ; Milkieg-of Cowes 
Feeding of Cattel ; The | 
of Meat for the Family, and meny mOteim” 
ftances of that kind. But: yet therein 

t warine:and integrity muſt be nady 


or otherwile-men under pretence of n 
ſity, will rakethe liberty 'to-do what they 
pleaſe. Therefore! take theſe Cautions cow- 
cerning Neceſſuy. 1 ug 63:id 
7, That it js got a Neceſſity ;that excuſeth 
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: - As for inftance, A'mafarh oe 
Family, which h6 


124, is nora Ne ity which mayBu 
forboris to be done without atyy abſolire de” - 
firuRion or loſsof the thing, untilthe Mor» 
row? "If arick'of Hay be 6n'fire;/T may en 
to it onthe Lord's Day?bue 
nc Sooner be out; and' lying! abroa@ upoir 
nt a 
ON! to I 
not 'imake” pr reve em Co Rerehi leiborns 
upen' the Lord's Day , becauſe Ab 
mighty God ma — to mior.- 
ww. Andt in my' forbearance? do 
ies utxidr ove, viz, obſerve tis Law 
upon his Providerice. *** Men make 


eas! maryeimesco ferve their Ba ane 
Sloth and Faricie , when in'truth, there is 
none, but the buſineſs may be deferred with- 
tos Tfwe wolld be more Faithful 

ience & God | we'ſhould find 
tnany pretended Necefſitics to vaniſh into 
meer Imagigations. 
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not muck examination, OF:Caniic 
maggies br an; at - 
Med, but ep ret 
. comme 
upon this/day: But _ ———_—_— 
examinatiog;hr: may ti £0 many 
FOW, therrit4s deſt to defer gk. CXamaners 


too much of, 
time of this day, and may bens 
£tq mornowe olum! old Cho 1 999 
4+; AS fod-tho fourth, whascis pr 
or necellary.t0! po ogg yo 
Sanitification; of this day, Þ'will nofong 
particulady ; Hor LOA mole beyonce 
[& avery; An 1s 
© then wo £0-his: 98 
and li nad og; 2i4,90 - 
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| | the Chriſtian Sab- | 
bath, yer it is fit then to- prepare the heart 


- 


2 ETINS | 
-  - 2, Riſe at leaſt three hours before Morn- 


ing Sermon.z and when you have made 
your ſelf fully ready; and waſhed, and firted 
your ſelf hos the Solpmaiey of the day, Read 


' two Chaptersin the Bible, and then go fo- 
lemnly to your Private Prayer, and defire of 
- God his Graceto enable you to Sanctikie his 


Day; and after your private Prayer, Read 

et your Reading be 

with Attention, Obſervation, and Uncove- 
red on your head. 

. Whenyou are in. the Publick Xorſbip 

and Service of God, be Uncovered all' the 

while of Reading, Praying, or Preaching , 


 andif the weather be toocold, wear a fat- 
- ten Cap. \ 


4: Knee upon your knees at Prayer. St«nd 


up atthe reading of the Plalms,and the firſt 


and- ſecond Leſſon ; and the Epiſtle and 


| Goſpel, the Hymns and Creeds ; ſo you ſhall 


avoid offence, and __ the ſame honour to 
every part of the Holy Scripture : But ſtand 
not upat' reading of «xy Apocryphal Book, 


.if any happento be read. 


5: Sit at the Sermon, and be very atten- 
tive at your Prayers, and 1n your hearing, 
I commend your //riting the Sermon, elpe- 

K k cially 
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cially rill you arc one or two 


” 


and exenty 


ears old, becauſe minds are apt to 
Codes » and waking th Sermon Faxeth x: 


them, and makes them more attentive.  _ 


6. Hhen the Miniſter readeth any of the »F- 
Plalms or Lefſons,turn rothem in your Bible, | 
ten your 


and go along with him, it will 
attention, and prevent wandring thoughts. 


7Þe very Atteritiveand Serious at Church, 


uſe no Laughing , nor gazing about, nor 
W hiſpering, nals it be to ask rho(s by you 


{omerhing of the Sermon that you ſlipped in * 


writing, 
. 8. Sing the ſinging Pſalms with the reft 
of the Congregation. 


9. After Sermon,eat moderately at Dinnev, | 


rather iparingly than ng mem upon this 
day, that you may be fit for the A ns. 
Exerciſe, without drowſineſs of dulnels. 

10. Walk half an hour efter Dine? in the 
Garden, to digeſt your Meat,then go tp your 


Chamber and peruſe your Notes,or recolle@ - 


what yop remember of the Sermon, unrit ir 
be Church-time. | 

11, If you are well, be ſure you go # 
Church Morning and Afternoon, and be there 
before the Miniſter begin, and ſtay till he 
hath ended ; and all the while you are at 


. Church, carry your felf gravely, ſoberly,and | 
12, Ffter I. 


TEVETENT - 
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- yi. After Fuening Sermon, go upto your » 
Chamber and read a Chapeerin r ord 
then examine what you have wu fittcp, or - 
'recollet'whar you have keard ; and if the 
Sermon be not repeated in 5 Father's 
Houle, but be repeated in-the Miniſtef's 
- -Hotiſe, gorothe Miniſter's Houle to the re- 

perition of the Sermon. . 

* © 13. In all your ſpeeches of ations of 7þ*s 
diy, let there be no Lightaels nor Vaniry 3 
ule.no Running, or Leaping, or Playing, or * 
Wreſtling j'uſe no Jeſtiag, nor telling of 
Tales br fooliſh Stories,no ralk aBout world- 
ly buſineſs , but let your ations and [peech 
be ſuch asthe day is,ſcrious and ſacred tend- 
-g to karn or inftru@ inthe great huſ:neſs 
"of your Knowledg vf God, and bis Will, and 
yout own Duty, - 

14. After Supper, and Prayers ended-in 
my Parniti” wary vhe. of you going to Bed, 
Kneel down upon your Knees and defirgat 
. God his Pardon for what you. have done a- 
miſs this Day and his Bleffing upon v hat 
you have and his acceptance of v hat 
you have endeavoured ih his Service. _ 

t5. Performs all this Cheatfully and Up- 
rightly,and Honeſtly,and cqunt it nut a bur- 
"den xo vou 7;-tot affure your ſelves you ſhall 
find a Bleſſing from God in fo do'ne,, Ard 
, 'rctrign*er it is your Father that tells you 1 ,, 
Kkz aid 
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- 500. Direftons for keeping, &c. | 
and that loves you, and will not deceive | - 
" youzand (which is.more than that) remem, | 
ber that rhe Erernal God hath promi s. = 
58. 13, 14. 1f thou turn thy foot from the Sab- 
bath, from doing Thy pleaſure GA. 09 
Dy, and call t > Subbarh a delight, the Holy 
of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt honour him, 
not doing thy own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ; then 
ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the Lord,and 7 will 
cauſe thee to ride wpon the high places of the 
Earth, and feed thee with the Heritage of Ja- 
cobthy Faiber oft the mouth af the Zordhark 
en it. 
ary thus IT have written to you of the Ob- . + 
ſervation of the Lords Daygwherein,though 
I have omitted many things that might have 
been fit to be inſerted, yet you muft conli- 
der that I-had but a ſmall portion of time 
allowed me to write while I lay at an Ian, 
and upon that day-whereia I have perform- 
ed thoſe duties which 1 now enjoyn you.Let 
the Original be laid up ſafe! for your Bro- 
ther #. andevery of you (open it, 


that you may thereby remember the Coun- 
ſels of | 


Offober the 20th; Your Loving Father. 
I 663, | 
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Aoki God, when he bad TY the uit 


- Day. 16 5 o_ 
Of Heaven and Farth, ani furniſhedthe fame 
With works of equal wonder, framed thew 

* off - Mpieceof greater Excelleme,call'd May : 

| | Gave him a comprebenſive Soul, that ſoar'd 

- Above the Creatures, and beheld their Zord ; 
In pede. with his [mape, and did fill” 
afs of his Intelletf and Will, 
Hi 7h ruth and Good ; gave him the Cuſtoay 
Of his own Bliſs and Immortality. 

. . And juſtly now his Soveraign might demand, 
SubjetFiowend Obidience at his hand: _ 
Here only Being given, "twere but right 

« His Debt of Duty ſhould be infinite ; 


But here 4s more, « ſuper-added dreſs ". 


yt bi ped Ci, for a and H. Bipetim he 


Of Mans 5 deſerv egiane is content - 
k 3 9 


-. =. 


NOS] dt bt Sn: 
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"502 Foems upon __ | 

7s uſe an cafie Precepr, ſach as 


. 


| — wan is Creatures Kg W F 
Frbids one Fruit, on pain of de i465 : 
Freely the yeſt whith ' might eat and if. 

Rut Man Rebels, and for one taft doth chooſe 


His Life, his God, his Tunocence to looſe. 
ind now death rep. like awounded Bear, 
Striftlypurſuca by G wit, and Shane, and Fear, 
He feeks to loſe himſelf ; from God he flies, - .* 
And takes a Hilderneſs of Miſeries ; 
Al Land of new tranſeveſſions, where his Curſe © 
fs cloſer bound, his Nature growing worſe, | 
- Andwhiles in this condition Man-kind lay, 
A man ſbouldthink his injur d God ſbould ſay, 
There lies — 4 > ne let him lic 
/rtanpled inthat He ſery, | 
heh bo ems $12 had he Tr 
And Juſt. Unthankful Man, thou haft thy due. 
But 'twas not ſo. Though Map the Maſtery, 
Hith his Creator's Power and WVilt, dares try ; 
And being over-matcht with\Power diſdains 
Ta feek a Pardon from his Saveraign ; . 
The Great end Glarlaws God the Mighty King 
Of Heaven and Earth, deſpis'dby fach 4 thing 
Als man, « Horm of his awn making, by 
T he rules of Greatneſs, and his Creature ſeeks, 
His frowa?d Creature ; not in ſuch a way 
A's once he didin the cool of that day, 
Hhevein Man finn'd, and hidd ; fach Majeſty 
Hal beep too great for Man's neceſſity : 
| But 
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'Þ Batthe Erernal Son of God, the Word, © 
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By which all things were made,the Mighty Lord, 
4 Aſumes our Fleth, 4nd «nder that be laies 
3 nd bider his Greatneſs, and thoſe G.grious 
Rayes PLIES | 
Of Mijeſty, whichhad been over right, 
5 


And too reſplendent for poor Mortals ſight ; 
And unier this diſeviſe, the King of © gs, 
The Meſſage 0 Fathers Mercy brings , 


Solicits Man's return ; pay's the Price 
Of his 7 ranſereſſion by the Sacrifice 
Of his own Soul ; and undertakes ta cure 
T heir Sins; their Peace and Pardon to procure, 
To conquer my > ant more than this, 
To ſettle him in EFverlaſtirg Bliſs. 
And now, O man, could this ws of Tove, 
=o 7 hankfulneſs to ſuch a height improve, 
at it could fire thy Souf into one = 

Of Love, to ohly him that bought the ſame 
At fuch a rate, yet ftill it were too ſmall 
 Torecompence thy Savioars ove withal , 

Once did he give thee Being from the duſt, 
And for that only Being, 'twere but j 4 
To pay thy wtmoſt ſelf : Bl when once more 
Thy Being, and thy Bliſs he did reftore 
By ſock 4 means 4s this, it ith beregve _. 

Soul of hopes of recompence, and leaves 
7 Soal inſolvent. Twice to himth's day 
0 


» pw/f thy ſelf yer bue One ſelf cinſ pi. 
Kka The 
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withouo @T7hePrince of Darkneſs.fleſbr with Viet 
Put! Zn our firſt Parents firſt Apoſtacy, © oy 
Uſurpt a Lawleſs Soveraignty on Man, 
evolted thus from his firſt Sovereign: = 


And though by that he found, 
Under the bs of death bs /aſſal bound, 
Tet to ſecure his Empire, he o're-ſpread 
The HWorldwith Darkneſs, and thereby did lead 
His Captives as he pleaſed ; Thus he bears © 
His Rule uſurped, near four thouſand years , 
Cog ſome ſmall confin'd Plantation, 
Within a Family or Nation. - 

But now toput a period to this Raign , 

Of this UſuFper, and reduce ag ain, 

Man #0 big Fuſt Subjettion, "tis decreed 

That Man from this wy 9s ſball be Freed, 
And this not by the abſolute Command | 
Of an immediate Power, mor ſhall the Bands 
Of Angels Glorious Hoſts ingaged be, 

7 o reſcue Man from this Captronty : 

But God an unluſpetted means intends, \ 
And yet moſt ſuitable unto this end, 

Sin tain'd our Nature.and the Serpents * wile, 
Did man of Tunocence and Life beguile : 

By Man his head is cruſhed , the Lawful Lord 

Unto his Creature, Man to his Zife reſtor d ; 
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. Mll thoughts of 4 Defiltion 


Breaks all; Rebels ag 
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cleanſe , 
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Son 5 Borw : This Rifong Sox, 
rll inthralling darkneſs 
{Child 3o as is Borm, whoſe 


Onr N aqures ſpot apd ain' 


. His Death betomes owr Zife; vur- 
And this is He, whoſe Birth we 


Aud from this Day our Hajy 
IL 
Reader, behald and wonder. There Was Owe 


Obliged to his Prince, \ and him alone 
In all the Bonds, which Duty,' 


over-yunr ," © ; 
[nndcence, * 
doth "purge andy 
His Wounds, 0uy Oure, his Bawds, aur Liery; 


Or Zoyecould faſten ; ſuch Tens 


He flies, is 


Hherein th 


aint $17 Sdver 
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And dic he nuiſt ; the final Sentence pa 
Knows no reverſal. £0! inthat ver Joes, 
Offender waits his fatal blow ; : 


h. 
4 


The injur'd Lord doth ſubſtitute his own, - 


es the blow, due to ray: rAtor, dies, 
Thee 7; rattor's puniſhment to ſatisfie. 


- The Ep opted yr 


Of Nature, Zove, and Cope 


aged to Almighty God, 
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Sor into rhe Priſoners room, _ 


done anal) 
From that ' Allegiance, when we Bdrehel | 


againſt 


" ok A WE Crn 4 þ# : Jer as 1 "» : 
wy alnft bis Lewin Adam: Sy the 7 
Fain ound \ 8 ) 
our : The Eternal Sow * 
the Eter 


"The frote hiews our due ; becomes the Price 
"Fes. Aetunyvins, and our Sacrifice. 


IV. 


; Hhen 7 AR to think —_ 
EG A ee 
How ore the Hor an, 
Fn rp yo 
And in one Perſow, one /nemanuel 
God in bis Fn did together avell : 
That Lrogad deſcent, when he was pleas'd to 


_—_ Gram Nerf ef Go ſake, 

| tread thoſe ſteps of Birt 1 

rai gee Par po en 8" 
-—% fach « Death, the doth amaze 


My thoughts, whiles on this M; Myſtery they 4 they gave 


Bleſſed Creator, what had it been to Thee 
Tf man had never been, or if that be, 
Once faln and loſt bad lain Eternally, 
Mader his juſt Lerved miſery ? 
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JFith ate nrwerd G and Renown, 
7 hat could attend on Crows? +. 


iVhy id mot all the Emperener and 


know, 
The eateſp Worldly G Solad 2 
The Glory of the Ki he. a, Y 
A Kingdom ſeated in the Soul-and Mind : 


A He 
- doth excel all Farthly as much | 
__— excelleth pri; z or is this 

in this deſcent incloſed is : 


Our Seviour's fo And vote Coryom MON 


And magnifies that 

He rae. to' Man, En fw bio for reac ſa 

- oor, ſo low-an takes ; 
Man by 

of 4nd 


et, yet powerful chaing 
0800 naced 
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Chriſtmas» The Ward was God, andy made Fi, «\ 
Day. 1657. ſtrange 

Iv. 1 24- Myſterious changel,cud you witdons « <> 
7 wo Natures,God and Mun, moſt. rid Joy As 
into one Perſon.yet diftintt remain d, 

But why this great Conjunition ?'or what end 
Cond commeruad it ? "I hat hd kt paetend 


. 
4 
[1 


Their Seepvers, and their Tridaee. bidber brings « 
Zo make him Great ? Ty vols eee 


and Eternal mp .” 


on — ——— 


of 


e- ( 
"4 
{ 


4 


Quit Di. 


moment ? or what great event . 


== 


wird ſuch means 
Vas it to ſave poor fal 
A Worm 4 


fonful Horm, eeoae was 


A Rebel to his Maker, ES 
For Love or Pi 


Redeem'd at 4 ite? But 


4 Pardon, yet his Soveraign col 


On eaſier cmphents Pardon 
rout 4 word could bid and make him Live, Ezech.16 
Peace bofic th Y 


G, this prom arm is too --<.- mot 


For gou to Fat 
This Ocean : But yet, Fs needs 
Be roeving after it, and ſcarchi 


ompoſe you : Gods deſign Ronda, 


Next to fre own dear Glory 
Man to-enjoy his Maker, the chief G 
Hherein alone his Bleſt condition ftood, 


Which once he had, and loft ; and ſince noway 


He have our God again to re-injoy, 


But him to know and Zove ; each circumſtance 


, 7n this deſign are fitted to advance 


important Meatis ; and yet becauſe 
The Hiſe Creator ſeldom breaks thoſe, Laws 


If hath ſet, he choſeth to improve, 


at advance that Knowledg and that 


IE Fork, by Means of ſuch a rate 
t be Powerful, yet accommodate 


And 


Knonledg. rponld Godin his bright Majeſty appect 


( in Miracles, the greate 


Ifg.42.2. 
1 King. 19 
12 


- - ates him to wo, vr waarbert 41 
e brightweſs of his Glory ; that pure Liebt 
fodry xs pts: os obs n | 
Inſtead of teaching we ; ald we 
Learn only from a Moral Man," twoild be 
Too weak and impotent, God therefore choſe - 
A middle way, namely to interpoſe 

Al wail of fleſh before that Majeſty, 

Which if « Mortal ſbould but ſee, he diet. 

T his vail the Glorious Son of God dbth take, 
And under it with Men, comvenſe he makes, 
Shews them his Father's Hill. Ind none ſo fit 


To teach us what to know of G _ ut 
is he ſpeaks - 


L ay beſt within his XKnowleadg. 
Not in the voice off thunder .weither byeaks 
Into Seraphick Raptures, but complies” 


ries 
7n plain diſcourſes , wſeth Arguments , 
T hat are moſt forcible to gain aſſent 
from humane Reaſon "x ftorps to ſenſe, 
evide 


With humane methods , cloaths great Myſte- 


ce 
Of Truth our Nature knows) and inthis ftill 
And gentle voice, hi hearers Sonls be fills 

H ith profitable 7 ruths , yet to evinte 


" That Goawas inthat voice, and evidence 


Hs 


And to our Natore; ſuch as take * 
And fr bet wich his nent x and 


CaoPTr=ET rr a > Te 10mw0 


 Cliriftnas Day: - 
His Miffn, end bis Doffrine both Divine, 
Acre dtbron 't native 


ow; ve with eater fervor, nor imvites 

SN more, than when we ſee 

Surpaſſing undeſerved Love tobe *© 

Fid ſhown to us, he chooſeth to 20 

His Lyve ſo highly Fans, ro 

T he whole economy of Man' ”# 

Hith ſo much tenderneſs, loch 6 

Such matchleſs 4 6709 that 

Example, never _ 

Poor wretched Man ! 7Thowwaſht a aft a loft, undone 

Di reſſed, worthleſs, fallen Creature, one 
at hadft rebelſ'd againſt thy God, and though 


— 
at did excel 


Low 


Under the thains of Death, tho not know — © 


Nor feel thy bondage, that did pon «pal 

Than ſeek a = ; yet in this | 

Eſtate of thine, thy injur'd Me 7 on 

His Son to ſeek and ſave thee, He dzſcends 

7 o ſave his Rebel ; though he did not need, 

. He ſeeks thy Love, becomes « Man to bleed 

' And die for thee, an Enemy that never 

So a> a5 ashed help, and's to delvver © 

- Soul from endle/ 5 Death, and with his own. 
aſement to procure for thee « Crows. 

And tell me now, if ever any thing 

Could be contriv'd by leſs than Heavento wie 


Tn 

What might 

All the approaches, every avenue 

That gives acceſs to it, could only frame 

A moans [0 ſuitable to win the ſame. 

Me-thinks inthis defign / cannot tell, 

DOE the + cart T the Love excel; 
wonderful,and both may juſtly move, 

Lind ariſe our Admir ation Eh Love. 

And he that thinks but of it, and yet cau 

Deny his dear-bought Zove, hath put off Man, 


VL 


Chriſmas. 7he Sun of Righteouſneſs, when he aroſe 
Dey. 1662. 7s 0w7 Horlzts þ t 4 


ere, aid not diſcloſe 
"_ with ſplendor : There's no Court pre- 
- | 


P | 
Nor ftately Edifice, or Structure rear d 
For his Reception : This great Potentate, 


LAnd Prince of Heaven and Earth, aſſumes no 


State 
Hhen he aſſumes our N ature, but conctals 
FHlis Oriental e wndey Veiles l 
And Clowds of Lowlineſs : Firſt he takes 
Not the Angelick Nature, but he makes 


Ont 


it moſt, exagtly knew FY 


| 


Chriſtmas- Day. <a 
Our Fleſh his Mantle, wh*re he doth infold © 
That light which Seraphimts cannot behold” 
Without amazement ; and this he "oj ra 
S Not from ſome Princeſs decked with plumes 
.Of pie ard of ach ; but from a low 
| And poor, though noble Virgts ; and if nov + 
1 . Ye think his Birth in ſome great Court ts firid, 
He are decein/d, ”_ Bethlem is deſizn'd 
For his firſt breath ; and in that Town an In; 
And in that Inn, a Stable ; there begins _ 
T his bleſt Epiphany , the world affords 
Nobetter room to entertain ber Lord: 
And now, if only on the Hiſtofy 
 {egaze, we look ro2ſhort, the Myſtety 
[s fruitful : Chriſt brgani to Teach, 
And be at once, andere he ſpake to Preach, . 
1t doth command thy Faith, whex thou doft ſee 
Effeti sof ereateſt weight produc'd to be 


7 hou muſt ſubſciibe, the power is not of Men, 
But God. Great conſequents do then ſprak beſt, 
Almighty God when Man,they do ſpeak leaſt. 
Aoain, it gives thee 4 true eſtimate 

Of Worldly pomp. bids thee not over-yate 
That Pageantry : The 7ord, who can beſt try; 
And val what is beſt; did paſs it by, ; 
Hea'n.thy Saviotrs Infant Pattern tells 
[Vhat his Diſciples duty is, how well 
Humiliry becomet 1 thee, when he 

| 7 he Prince of Life and Glory, choſe to be 

; "= Z 1 Thi 


4” on 
o : 


YER 


From things without all humane Grandure then - 


2 


Thus humble 5 when he put on fleſh, it thides | 
And checks, and ſhames poor fooliſh Mortals 


. 
L 


by 


OS 


Pride. 


Laſtly, this miracle of Love ſhould fire 


"7 hy heart with Love again, andwith deſires 


Of ſuitable returns , and yet if ſtill 
1t doth exteed thy power, as ſureit will, 


, Tet ſuch a Heart becomes a Sacrifice 


Chriſtmas- 
Day. 1663. 


Accepted, and thy other wants ſupplies. 
VIL 
Fhen the great Lamp of Heaven, the Glo- 


rious Sun, 
Had touch'd his Southern period, and begun 
To leave the Winter T ropick, and to climb 
The Zodiacks aſcending Signs, that time 
T he brighter Sun of Righteoulnels did chooſe 


His beams of Light and G lory to diſcloſe 


7 0 our dark lower world ; and by thoſe Rays 
To chace the Darkneſs, and to make it day. 
[nd leſt the Glorious and m—_ Tight 
Of his Eternal Beam,might be too bright 


For Mortals eyes togaze upon ; he ſbrouds 

And cloaths his fiery Pillar with the Cloud 

Of Humane Fleſh, that in that dreſs he ma 

Converſe with Men ; acquaint them with the 
wa 

To Life and Glory ; ſhew his Fathers mind 

Concernin? them, how Bountiful and Kind 


Hs, 


C | T; _ 4 = Jab ot. 

His thoughts were ta them ; what they webs" F *1 we 
exper}  RIHAL " -F 

From hins,' in the Obſervance or \Weglett 

Of what he did require , and thew be Seal d | 

Hith his dear Blood, the Truth be had reveal, - 


od VIIL p 


When the Almighty doth his firft-born bring Chriſtmas. 
Into the World, Fehold how every thing Day. 16570" 
Doth ſtrive to bear him witneſs, and proelaim . 
That this was he, on whoſe moſt healing Naine 
Man's Reſtiention lay , the Woman's Sced * wats. © 
Promis'din Eden, thuq it was Deereca, l 
To print an Fminence on that Day, \ 

HVithin whoſe Womb ſogreat concernmmett lay.” 

Amid firſt thoſe rg mv that ſeem tlie © ol 
1n along ſleep, the 9 ſpring from on high," Lak, 1.5% 
Summons thens up ,, to Bethlem they are ſexe; © 

And there they read thtir own accompliſhment. 

OA RO finds his Frm id Sted, it Gen PIE 
The Nations Bliſs waswrapt {David his Son, Jer. #3. < 
And yet bis Lord, Jacob's dim aged eye al.110-14 
Beholds his wiſhed Shilo , Jeremy, LUIS 49. 
The Lord owr Righteouſneſs ; Ezechicl, Fer 23.6 
His Kingly Shepherd : Iſlay Immanuel, . 
The Virgins Son ; Wiſe Daniel,while he ſetks, TA "T9 

A He finds within the tompaſs of his Heeks, Dan. 9.25; 


£1 3 Meſſiah 's 


A. $. 2. Meſſrah's Birth, where Micha's Propheſic 
a -t+ Before preciſely fixt, it ; Malachy, 
The lf of all the encient Prophets here 
| Of the New Covenant, finds the Meſſenger. 
\R Theſe andan Army more of Propheſies, 
Like Stars of ſeveral magnitudes, ariſe 
From ſeveral periods,and then fix their ſtation, 
Conjoyn'd in one great C, waar | 
., Juſt over Berthlem with that Faftern Star, 
And joyntly fing, He here fulfilled are. 
Hither comes a/ſo Moles with a train 
Heb. 10.1. Of Types and Sacrifices, which contain 
' Dexut. 18. . Shadows of that great Prophet he fore-told ; 
5 T his day unvailrtheir face and his, unfolds 
7 heir Myſteries ; and ere with one conſent 
They publiſh all : Zo ! this was he we meant, 
: Luk, 2.9, 7 be Bleſſed Angels from the Heavens deſcend, 
FF” The Prince of Heavens Birth-day to attend ; ' 
And cloath'a with Light and Glory, they became 
T he Heralds, thoſe glad tidings to proclaim 
Unto the watchful Shepherds , forthwith they 
Luk. 2.15, 7 0 Bethlem, as diretted, haſt away, 
Ma 24 fied as they were told, and every where, 
Hhat they had ſeen and heard, they do declare. 
\ And that the Heavens, as well as Angels, may 
C — to this ſolemn Day ; 
Marth, 2. 7 Star #5 borm, thatge're before appear d, 
Thoſe courſe ſo wiſely through the air is fteer'd 
7oBethlem, that by it, as ,, 4 thred, 
The Ealtern Wils-men thither juſt are lead ;, 
A 


% 


ChiiſtmasDay. 
nd there it makes 4 halt, and ſo do they, 
= acob's Star, while they their 


: 


howage pj"... 
en after Mary to the Temple went, f 

Her and her Makers Firſt-bors to preſent, 

Thither by ſecret Providence are ht 

Simeon ind Annathat of long had ſought 

For I\raels Confalation ; there they ſee 

The wh they ſought, andwitneſs he # be, 

T hus did our Lord no ſooner land among 

us Mortals, but immediately « throng 

Of ſtrange and Honderful Conjunttures ſwarm, 

Tothis Divine Attraftroe, and allarm * 

The wnexpetting Horld, that he for whow \. - 

7 he Horld was made, into the Horld is come, 

A thing exceeding /Vonder, therefore fit _ 

That Wonders ſhould atteſt and publiſh is. +. 


I'X. 

Reader, the Title of this Solemn Day, -— —__ 
And what it doth import, doth bid thee ſtay, 
And read, and wonder. 'Tis that Myſtery 
7 hat Angels gaze upon ; Divinity 
Aſſuming Humane Fleſb + 7h" Eternal Son 
Of the Eternal God, is Man become. : 

But why this ſtrange Aſſumption ? or what end 
Equivalent, could make him to deſcend: 

So far beneath himſelf, and equalize 

The Miracle of ſuch an emterpriſe ? 

7et ſtay andwonder : Undeſerved Love 

To Map, to ſinful Man, did only move 
\_ £1 3 This 


Without 
Pate, 


. Now dawns, and like the Morning doth appear, 
A 


5 . x -, 
a 


wy This cr Som Hetven to yrack6 all to win 


Ani reſcue loſt anifallen Min'fpom Sin = 


And Gwilt, and Death, and Hell ; ; 4Rd re-inſtall 


Him.in that Hepinef loft by bir Fall, 

res reater, Fwerlaſtingly to dwell 
Fleſdneſr Sort 7 u canſt not tell 

dy ch of the two the yreater Wonder proves, 

Thy ys s Incarmation, or his Tove. 

But both conclude thou doſt not give, but pay 

A Debt, inthe Obſervance of this Day. 


X, 

* YVhen Great Events occur, or only ſuch 
Hs ao concern our ſelves, we think not much 
To print their Memories upon that Day 
Tearlyywhereinthey happen, that it may 
Become a Living Hiſtory, and tell 
To after Ages what long ſince hefell : 

But this greatDavs /n cription doth out-oic, 
And filenceth all other Hiſtories. 

It bears the Memory of that great Day, 
Hherein, when all Moan tins; incloſed lay 


- Under the Curſe of-God, th Frer Hord 


Did here aſſume our Fleſb, and Natures Lord 
Subſerib dto N athres' Laws, is Born and Dyes 
Tareſcye s, that were his Enemies. 
Immanuel's Birth the Day ſpring from on high, 
Though elimmering before in Propheftes, 

And ſwadled up in Types ſo many years, 


A new anheard of Aeſperus, aStary 

This Riſing Sun to uſher, and prepare 

Mens minds with wonder, is dapon's ard [ent 
Into the Eaſt ; the Wilemen jaw, and went 
Z7oBethlem, where their 7 ribuze they do pay 
Unto the Prince of Peace, who though he lay 
Meanly Inthrox d, yet Majeſty Divine, 

T hrough all thoſe vailes of Poverty did ſhine. 
And now, as by the guidance of a Star, 

The Eaſtern HWiſemen thus cond vtted are 

To Jacob's Star ; ſothis great News is ſent 
To meaner men, by means more eminent : 

The Birth of liraels Shepheard yet unknown 
To ſimple Shepherds by an Ange \s ſbone. 


And whiles the Shepherds watch their Sheep, 


the Night 
To entertain this News, by Heavens Tight, 
1s chang 4d to day, and aCzleſtial Quire © 
Of Heavenly Citizens, who uo (eſs admire 
The News than they, towhop they tell tt, ſing 
The happy T idings of this new-born King : 
Glory to God on high, on the Farth Peace 


To Men, their comfort and their hopes increaſe. 


And ever Bleſſed be thy glorious Name, 

O thow Eternal, that cqntriva'ſt this frame 
Of Honder, and of Love, to ſend thy Son 
Partaker of our NV ature to become, 


That thy loſt Creatures may become parta- 


kers 


By him of * Light and Glory with their Mater. 
Ll 4 XI. 
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Chriſtmas. 


Pay. 1666, 
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: iſimas- The Angels, whoſe = Natures had no ſpot 
LO P1955 Of Sin or Guilt, ind therefore needed no 


' An Expiation ; yet when ſent they were, 

Fhe tidings of that Peace and Joy to bear, _ 

/Vhich this Day dawn'd ro Man, they fill the 
shies 

TFith Aeclamations : Glory to God on high, 

Peace on the Earth, good ill to Man ; thus 

Aejoyce to ſee the ſpring of others joy. (they 

And ſball the Angels when the News they bring 

Of Blifi to Man, an Heavenly Anthem ſing ; 


- Aud Man be filent i Man, for whoſe only ſake, 


Our bleſſed Lord did Humane Nature take, 
And floopt below the Angels, to inſtall 

And place Man in a ftate Angelical | 

Dear Lord, our Hearts are narrow,let thy Love 
Fill and inlarge their compaſs , and improve 
Their due returys, that as thy Loves extent, 
Did cauſe that ſtrange and wonderful deſcent 
Of Heaven to Earth, ſo it again may raiſe 

Onur 'Farth to Heaven, our hearts to thee in 


praiſe. 
XIL 


The great deſign, the Word becoming Man, 
For Man's Retlemption, laid ere the World 
bepan + | 

In Goas Decree, fo gloſely was direfted 
7 brough many Ages, that 'twas ſcarce ſuſpected 


By 
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Chriſtmas-Day. 

By the conterned World ; and when it cama 
Zo its accompliſhment, even then the ſame 
Concealed the Cratch, and Infancy, 
ps Humane N ature hid the Deity. 
But though this lower world but little thoug he 
Hbat war they had,. the News was quickly 

br 


Unto the Grave of Heaven, the Angels take 
The firſt Alarm, and ftreight their flight they 
mak : 


e 
Unto the drouſie Farth ; the firſt they meet 
Here watching Shepherds ; theſe by night they 
eet . 
TVith this bleſs tidings, ani to ſolemnize 
'The Birth-Day of their King, they fill the skies 
With Songs of Praiſe. The Heavens to bear « 
are 
In this Solemuity, diſpatch a Star 
Fnto the Eaſt, to let the Wiſe-men know 
The Prince of Peace is born, and to ſhew » 
T he way unto that ſtation, where they might 
' Behold that great and long expetted ſight. 
And __ the World thus rowz'd by Heaven, 
ins 
To take th Alarm, andit quickly rings 
Hith the Meſſieh's Birth, the Sf, 
7 oBethlem, find the Angels tidings true, 
Anil publiſh i : 76 Wiknea come and ſee 
7 htir Guides report and condut# true to be, 


And 


epherds drew 


pa © ve 
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© 1522 - Poems upon} 


Chriſtmas. hat ! the Meſſsas Born, and ſhall a Day 
Day. 1558. Be thought too-much expehoveneſ to pay 


And wy proclaim it : chen come *Kinps 4xd 


And day Pradacte totheir, Infant King, 
7 hus the Almighties Hiſdom ſends a train 
Of H onders and Remarks to entertain | 
And wait upox this Greater Hander , Crowns 
T he Birth-day of his Son with what renown 
The world conld contribute, and ſeems to fit 
All Circumſtances that they renaer it 
As ſolemn, ſignal, memorable as 
The greet inpartance of the buſſneſt 0. 
m__ chides our proud and natrow hearts, 

if we 
Shall terve the Mtmory of that, which he 
Strove to make ſignal, while we think a Day * 
. Too much to that Solemanity to pay. 


XIIL 


Zothat Memorial ? Shall ax Anniyerle 

Be kept with Oftentation to reherſe 

A mortal Princes Birth-day, or repeat | 
An Eighty-eight, or Powder-plots defeat, 

A Purim, or ſome petty Vittory, 

- Though with the Vittors loſs or Infamy ? 

And (bellme ventire to exterminate, 

Lnd farve at once the Memory and Date 

Of Chriſt Incarnate, wherein ſuch. 4 ſtore | 

Of joy to Mortals lay, as nere before 


a, "RL Ty - i —  Y Ty my * >” le as 


Hithout 4 Day to bear its Memory. 
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The Sun beheld, « Treaſury of Bliſs ; bo © 
The birth-day of the jawars þ br of bus? 


Tngrateful Man! Ttwas for only thee, 


And for thy Reſtitution, that he 

Did ffoop 40 wear thy raggs, choſe a deſcent 
Below himſelf and Angels, was content 

T hus to aſſume thy Nature, and thereby 
Hu paſſing love to thee to magnifie. 

And canſt thow thus _ it, to defate 


' *7 bis days inſcription of it, or to race 


The name it bears, that future Aves may 
Forget as well the Bleſſing, as t my ? 
\Dear Lord, when to thy Honour / deſign ' 
To givea Day, 'twas what before was thine ; 
But were it mine, /only pay a debt 
To the Remembrance of this Benefit. 


xtv. X 
* This Day by commendable uſe defign's Chriſimas. * 


- To bear this great Memorial,” and remind - YG 


Forgetful Mortals of that Benefit. 

That was of greate berdsc doth yet 

Find various Eittertainment*: Some decline _ 
Its ſolemn Ule, as if we might confign.” . wah. 9.26. 
A Purim, or a Feaſt to celebraze 2 þ 
Some Yittory, or to commemnor ate 

Some Prince's Birth-day,yet the wondrowBirth 

Of Him that was the Prince of Heaven & Earth, 
Man-kinds Deliverer, muſt negl:Fed be, 


Others 


»- 


- . Poansupon 
Others there are that ſeem for ts contend 
For «s Obſervance , highly do pretend 
Zo honour it, but 'tis with Luxury, 

Riot, Intemperance, and Vanity ; 

T he dreggs of all the years exceſs are brought 
To this Solemnity, as if they thought 
T boſe fins that ſlew our Lord, the only train 

For hu reception, or to entertain 

His Birth-aasy. Thus they mock him, and yet cry 
Holannah, Aſs at once and Cracifie, 
Others again with greater /nnocence, 
Obſerve this Feaſt, and yet without the ſenſe 
Of its true uſe, but only on the > 
Of what their. Anteſtors did do before : 

They take the cuſtom up, they make good chear, 

And Feaſt, and dreſs the houſe with greens, and 

wear | 

Their beſt Apparel, reſt from work, and the 

Then think x "mb PIES it Holy-Day. : 

nd truly \olemn figns are not amiſs, , 

Towelcome ſach 4 Feſtival as this. 

s. The great and wiſe Creator, when his hand 
12 Had wrought ſome great Deliverance, did com- 


wood, 12. 
_ T hat ſolemn Days, and Signs, and Monuments, 


Obvioug to ſehſe, ſhould ve the inſtraments 

To propagate their memory, that might 

Be legible to Children, and invite 

T heir ſearch into the things they meant whereby 
T ogether with the ſigns the Memory >E 
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And Evidence of things of vote might reach 
To pragrnsþoor a as well as Teach. 
Theſe great Examples ſeem x7 A 

all 


2 y 
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| Sc wnforbidden ſigns to te 
Our Faith and Foy. But yet this ts not irk 

| This Feaſts deſigns ; but it doth chiefly call * 4 
For more : Even lawful ſigns alone are ary * | 

nd empty ſbells of this Solemmity. 

he Mercies that this Day imwports, require 
Thy ſerious attention to admire 
7 be greatneſs of the Wonder and the Zove 
Zhy God at this day ſbewed thee above 
Thy expettation or deſert, the ſþri ' $1 BY 
Of all x Hope and Joyes, that with it brings , 
Man-kinds Deliverance ; # bids thee praiſe . 
And maynifie his Goodneſs, and to raiſe 
Thy bioke Gratitude ; and thou thy beſt 
Returns can never recompence the leaſt 1 
Mercies, much leſs this, nor yet ariſe 
Unto an anſwerable Sacrifice ; 
T hou haſt a little Cabbinet, may make 
| A welcome New-7ears ff ; thy Lord will take 

l 


T his little Preſent Well, and in good part, 

Becauſe thy beſt, give to thy God thy Hearty Prov. $3, 
4 mean thy Hill, thy Love, thy T1 a thy Fear, **: 
Thy beſt Aﬀettions that inhabit there, 
In that ſmall Cell. *T is true, thou gr'f no more 


Than what of right mas juſtly his before ; 
bee is foul 


I Beſides thy heart is yet be'l accept Plal.$1.19, 
' 1 <mndicheitmell z tis allhe doth expe, , 4x biy 


Nor 
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E Nor is this guile thy laſs, he'l make it clean, 
Fill it with Grace, andgiveit thee again. 


X V. 


Chriſtmas. Bleſſed Redeemer, we do not meet this Day 
Bay.1551- Of thy Nativity, as well we may, 

Hith fjgns of Foy and Wonder : He dowrite 

Thy Name upon it,and ſeem with delight 

7 o welcome its return ; we trim and areſs 

Our houſes all with greens, and ſeem noleſ5 

Foyful to entertain the happy News 

thy deſcent from Heaven, than once the Jews 

Mar. 21.8. Did thy deſcent from Olivet , we ſi 

Hoſanna s at this Birth-day of ar Ring , 

And ſurely "tis well done, but ts not all ; 


Chriſtian, from thee this ſolemn day doth call 


For ſomewhat more, without which all the reſt 
Hill prove but empty Complements at beſt : 


Thy Lord muſt be thy life , thou muſt be brought 


Under his Toke and Rule ; thou muſt be wrought 
Gal.4.1g. Znto his likeneſs ; Chriſt muſt formed be 
Firſt in his Virgin- Mother, then in thee. 


XVI. 


Chriſtmas. Bat «rt thou come dear Saviour hath thy Love 
4 _ 7 hus made thee flop, leave thy Throne above 
'** The lofty Heavens, and thus thy ſelf to dreſs 
tn duſt to viſit mortals? Could no leſs 
A condeſcention ſerve? And after all, 
The mean reception of a Cratchand Stall? 


Dear 


| 
| 
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Chriſtmas-Day.” 5$#5> * 
Dear Lord, Fl fetch thee theme, / have « Room). 2 
Fi gar pr tg if thow wilt come © 
. Hithinſo ſmall a Cell, where 7 would fain 
Mine» and the Horlds Redeemer entertain. 
1 mean my Heart, Tis fluttiſh, 7 confeſs, 
f nd will not mend thy lodging, Lord, unleſs 
T hou ſend before thy Harbinger, 7 mean 
| Thy yore and pugging Grace to make it clean, 
Ana ſweep its naſty corners, then 7'l try, 
| Towaſbit alſo with aweeping eye : 
And when — and waſh't 7 then will go, 
Anawith thy leave, 7'l fetch ſome flowers that 
row | 
tn thine own Garden, Faith,and Love to thee ; 
Hith theſe 7" dreſs it up, and theſe ſball be 
My Roſemary and Bays ; yet when wy beſt 
1s done, the room's not fit for ſuch a Gueſt; . 
But here's the cure, T hy preſence, Zord, alone. 
Hill make a ſtall a Court, aCratch « Throne. ; 


XVIL 


| | "nr 2” of Heaven, from amidſt the —_— 
Of Glorious Angels, did come down among S 
His earthly Cottagers, and did inſbrine 
1n vail of fleſh his Majeſty Divine, 
But they ſcarce own'd their Prinith, mor can 
| afford : 
No better Preſence Chamber for their Zord + 
| But 
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«poor Stabla, nor no better Chais © + OTE 
State, but what thelr kinder Beaſts. could 


5 4) EOTTEE: 5 | 
A _ Bleſſed Zord, ſuth « rectit« © 
Might have provet 't thy Glory to retreat 
Zo Heaven agein, but that thy great reſpetts 
To Mans Salvation conquer d «ll negletts. ' 
But yet, my Deareſt Zord, methipks / fin 
Hould find ſome better place to entertain 
Thy Majeſty with more reſpet# ; 7 have 
Alittle room, where 7 wonld gladly cx ave 
nee, not that / think it fit 
For thy Receit or Majeſty, but yet 
2t «the beſt 7 have ;_ Beſides 7 find. 
tn ſomewhat 7 have read, it ſuits thy Mind ; 
ly Heart Timean ; [t ts, / doconfeſs, 
A little narrow loiping, and much leſs 
Than doth become ſo great a Gueſt ; Beſides 
Another fault 7 may not, cannot hide, 
tt u but foul and ſluttiſh, worſe 7 fear 
Than was thy Bethlem Stab/e, ſo that here 
Lodging will be chang'd, not mended, yet 
thee into my Heart 7 can but get, $:\ 
Thy Reſidence will cleanſe and better it, 
-* Andthough it finds it not, "twill make it fit , 
' For thy Receit, thy preſence, Chriſt, alone 
Turns Farth.to Heaven, and makes 4 ſtall 8 
Throne, | 


'FINIS, 


_ 


